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Junius  to  Mr.  Wilkes ;  in  this  letter  Junius  canvatTcS 
the  refolves  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  againft  granting 
fupplies  without  a  redrefs  of  grievances  ;  on  a  law 
to  fubje£l  Candidates  to  an  oath  of  not  having  ufcd 
bribery ;  on  a  full  and  equal  reprelentation  ;  on  an- 
nual parliaments  ;  on  a  penfion  and  place  bill ;  on 
'impeaching  Minifters  relative  to  the  Middlefex- elec- 
tion ;  ■  on  the  condaft  of  Judges  refpefting  Juries-;  on 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  ;  on  imprifoning 
the  Magifti  ates  of  London ;  on  the  grievances  of 
Ireland  j  on  American  taxation  *99— 3*  S 

(^  In  the  Author's  oivn  edition  thREB  fourths  ef 
this  laj}  letter  are  omitted,  but  in  this  prefent  edition 
all  the  omijions  Are  rejloredto  tkdr^roper  flaccid 
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TO      THE      PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVEUTISER. 

iq  Dec.  1769. 

WHEN  the  complaints,  of  a  brave  and 
powerful  people  are  obferved  to  eii~ 
creafe  in  proportion  to  the  v/rongs  they  have 
fufFered ;  when,  inftead  of  finking  into  fub- 
miflion,  they  are  roufed  to  refinance,  the 
time  will  foon  arrive  at  which  every  inferior 
confideration  niuft  yield  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
Sovereign,  and  to  the  general  fafety  of  the 
ftate.  There  is  a  moment  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  at  v/hich  flattexy  and  falfhood  can 
no  longer  deceive,  and  fimplicity  itfelf  can  ' 
no  longer  be  mifled.  Let  us  fuppofe  it 
arrived.  Let  us  fuppofe  a  gracious  .well- 
intentioned  prmce,  aiade  fenfible  at  laft  of 
the  great  duty  he  owes  to  his  people,  ahd  of 
his  own  difgraceful  fituation ;  that  he  looks 
round  him  for  afliflrance,  and  afks  for  r\(y 
advice,  but  how  to  gratif}'-  the  wifiies,  and 
Vot.  n.'  B  fccure 
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fccure  the  happinels  of  his  fubje£ls.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  it  may  be  matter  of 
curious  fpeculation  to  confider,  if  an  honeft 
man  were  permitted  to  approach  a  King, 
in  what  terms  he  would  addrefs  himfelf 
to  his  Sovereign.  Let  it  be  imagined,  no 
matter  how  improbable,  that  the  firll  preju- 
dice againft  his  chara<3;er  is  removed,  that 
the  ceremonious  difficulties  of  an  audience 
are  furmounted,  that  he  feels  himfelf  ani- 
mated by  the  purcO:  and  moil  honourable  af- 
fcclions  to  his  King  and  country,  and  that 
the  great  perfon  v/hom  he  addrefles  has 
fpirit  enough  to  bid  him  fpeaic  freely,  and 
nnderftanding  enough  to  liften  to  him  with 
Attention.  Unacquainted  with  the  vain  im- 
pertinence of  forms,  he  would  deliver  his 
fentiments  with  dignity  and  firmnefs,  but 
not  without  refpeit. 


S  I  R, 

r  is  the  misfortune  of  your  life,  and 
originally  the  caufe  of  every  reproach 
and  diftrefs,  which  ha-s  attended  your  govern- 
ment, that  you  fliould  never  have  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  language  of  truth,  until 
you  heai-d  it  in  the  complaints  of  your  people. 
It  is  not,  however,  too  late  to  correct  the 
error  of  your  education.     We  are  ftill  inclined 

to 
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to  make  an  indulgent  allowance  for  the  per^ 
iiicious  IcITons  you  received  in  your  youth,  and 
to  form  the  moft  fanguine  hopes  from  the 
natural  benevolence  of  your  dlfpofition. 
We  are  far  from  thinking  you  capable  of  a 
dire6lj  deliberate  purpofe  to  invade  thofe  ori- 
ginal rights  of  your  fubjc(Sls,  on  which  all 
their  civil  and  political  liberties  depend.  Had 
it  been  pofllblc  for  us  to  entertain  a  fufpiciou 
fo  diflionourable  to  your  chara6ler,  we  fliould 
long  fince  have  adopted  a  fVylc  of  remonftrance 
very  d  ftant  from  the  humility  of  complaint. 
The  doctrine  inculcated  by  our  laws,  That 
the  Kifig  camk  m  zvn?ig-^  is  admitted  without 
relu(Slance.  Wc  feparate  the  amiable,  good- 
natured  prince  from  the  folly  and  treachery  of 
his  fervants,  and  the  private  virtues  of  the 
man  from  the  vic^s  of  his  government.  Were 
it  not  for  this  juft  diftin£lionj  I  know  not 
whether  your  Majefl-y's  condition j  or  th?.t  of 
the  r.nglifli  nation,  v/ould  defcrvc  moft  to  be 
lamented.  I  would  prepare  your  mind  for  a 
favourable  reception  of  truth^  by  removing 
every  painful,  offcnfive  idea  of  penonal  re- 
proach. Your  fubjevSlSj  Sir,  willi  for  nothing 
but  that,  as  they  are  reafonable  and  affeclion- 
ate  enough  to  feparate  your  pcrfon  from  your 
government,  fo  you^  in  your  turn,  fhouM 
difiinguifh  between  the  conducl,  which  be- 
comes the  permanent  dignity  of  a  King,  aixd 
tliat  which  ferves  only  to  promote  the  tem- 
B  2   ■"  porary 
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porary   intereft   and  raiferable  ambition  of  a 
'mini  Her. 

You  afcended  the  throne  with  a  declared, 
and,  I  doubt  not,  a  fincere  refolution  of  o-jving 
univerfal  fatisfaclion  to  your  fubje6ls.      You 
found    them   pleafed   with    the   iioveltv    of   a 
young   prince,   whofe    countenance   promifed 
even  more  than  his  words,  and  loyal  to  you 
not  only  from  principle  but  paffion.     It  was 
not  a  cold  profeillon  of  allegiance  to  the  firft 
magiftrate,   but   a   partial,    animated   attach- 
ment to  a  favourite  prince,  the  native  of  their 
country.       They  did   not   wait   to    examine 
your  condu(5t,  nor  to  be  determined  by  ex- 
perience, but  gave  you  a  generous  credit  for 
the  future  bleffings  of  your  reign,  and  paid 
you   in   advance   tlie   deareft  tribute  of  their 
afte6lions.     Such,    Sir,   v/as   once   the  difpo- 
fition  of  a   people,   who  now  furround  your 
throne  with  reproaches  and  complaints.     Do 
juftice  to  yourfelf.     Banifh  from  your  mind 
thofe  unworthy  opinions,  with  which  fome  in- 
terefted  perfons  have  laboured  to  poflefs  you. 
Diftrufl:  the  men,  who  tell  you  that  theEnglifh 
are  naturally  light  and  inconftant ; — ihat  they 
complain   without   a   ciiufe.      Withdraw  your 
confidence  equally  from  all  parties  :   from  mi- 
niflers,    favourites,    and    relations  :    and    let 
there  be  one  moment  in  your  life,  in  which 
you  have  confulted  your  own  underftanding. 

Whent 


J  u  N  I  u  s,  •  kc.  5 

When  you  affe(5^edly  renounced  the  name 
of  Englifbman,  believe  me,  Sir,  you  were 
perfuaJed  to  pay  a  very  ill -judged  compli- 
ment to  one  part  of  your  fubjecls,  at  the  ex- 
iK-nce  of  another.  While  the  natives  of  Scot- 
land are  not  ia  aflual  rebellion,  they  are  un- 
doubtedly intitled  to  protection  j  nor  do  I 
mean  to  condemn  the  policy  of  giving  forne 
encouraizen.ci'.t  to  the  novelty  of  their  affec- 
tions for  the  Hoiife  of  Hanover.  I  am  ready 
to  hope  for  every  thing  from  their  nevv'-born 
zeal,  and  from  the  future  fleadinefs  of  their 
allegiance.  But  hit'ierto  they  have  no  claim 
to  your  favour,  l^o  honour  them  with  a  de- 
tcrroined  predileclion  and  confidence,  in  ex- 
clufton  of  your  Englifh  fubje£l:s,  who  placed 
your  family,  and  in  fpite  of  treachery  and  re- 
bellion, have  iupported  it  upon  the  throne, 
is  a  ^miilwke  too  gi'ofs,  even  for  tne  unfuf- 
pe6ling  generofity  of  youth.  In  this  error 
we  fee  a  capital  violation  of  the  mod  obvious 
rules  of  policy  and  prudence.  We  trace  it, 
however,  to  an  original  bias  in  your  educa- 
tion, and  are  ready  to  allow  for  your  inex- 
perience. 

To  the  fame  early  influence  we  attribute 
it,  that  you  have  defcended  to  take  a  (liare 
not  only  in  the  narrow  views  and  intereils  of 
particular  perfons,  but  in  the  fatal  mali^iuity 
of  their  pailions.  At  your  acceffion  to  the 
B   3  ^  throne 
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tlirone,  t?ie  whole  fyllcm  of  government  was 
altered,  not  from  wifdoin  or  deliberation, 
but  becaufe  it  had  been  adopted  by  your  pre- 
oecefTor.  A  little  perfonal  motive  of  pique 
and  refentmcnt  was  fufficient  to  remove  the 
ablell:  fervants  of  the  crown  * ;  but  it  is  not 
in  this  country,  Sir,  that  fuch  men  can  be 
dilLonouicd  by  the  frowns  of  a  King.  They 
v/cre  difmifled,  but  cculd  not  be  difgraccd. 
Without  entering  into  a  minuter  difcufSon 
of  tiie  merits  of  the  peace,  we  may  obferve, 
in  the  imprudent  hurry  v/ith  which  the  firft 
overtures  from  France  were  accepted,  in  the 
cor.duil-  of  tiie  negotiation,  and  terms  of  the 
(rcaiy,  the  ftroiigeft  marks  of  that  precipitate 
Jpint  cf  concc.'3:or-,  v.-iih  v.'hich  a  cert^-iji  p:.:t 
ot  your  Aibjocls  have  been  at  all  times  rcadv 
to  purchafe  a  peace  with  the  natural  enemies 
of  this  country.  On  your  part  we  are  fatif- 
tied  that  every  thing  was  honourable  and  fni- 
ccre,  and  if  England  was  fold  to  France,  we 
doubt  not  that  your  Majefty  was  equally  be- 
trayed. The  conditions  of  the  peace  were 
matter  of  grief  and  furprife  to  your  fubje<5ts, 
but  not  the  immediate  caufe  of  their  prefcnt 
difcontent. 

♦  Mr.  Legge  was  difmi/Ted  becaufe  he  had  fome  years 
before  refuled  to  yield  his  intereft  in  Hampfhire  to  a 
Scotchman,  Sir  Simeon  Sluart,  recommended  by  Lord 
Bute.  This  was  the  reafon  publicly  alTigncd  by  hij 
X-oidfliip. 

Hither- 
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Hitherto,  Sir,  you  had  been  fzcr'iCiCQd 
to  the  prejudices  and  paflions  of  others.  With 
what  firmnefs  will  you  bear  the  mention   of 


your  own  ? 


A  MAN,  not  very  honourably  diftingu  I  Di- 
ed in  the  world,  commences  a  formal  attack 
upon  your  favourite,  confidering  nothing, 
but  how  he  might  beft  expofe  his  perfon  ano 
.principles  to  deteflation,  and  the  national 
character  of  his  countrymen  to  contempt. 
The  natives  of  that  country,  Sir,  are  as  much 
diflinguifhed  by  a  peculiar  charatfler,  as  by 
your  Majefty's  favour.  Like  another  cho- 
fen  people,  they  have  been  condufted  into  the 
land  of  plenty,  where  they  find  themfelvcs 
cfFedlually  marked,  and  divided  from  man- 
kind. There  is  hardly  a  period,  at  v/hich  the 
moft  irregular  charaiSter  may  not  be  redeem- 
ed. The  miflakes  of  one  fex  find  a  retreat  in 
patriotifm ;  thofe  of  the  other  in  devotion. 
Mr.  Wilkes  brought  v/ith  him  into  politics 
•the -fame  liberal  fentiments,  by  which  his  pri- 
vate condafl  had  been  direiied,  and  f^cmed 
to  think,  that,  as  there  are  few  exceues,  in 
which  an  Englidi  gentleman  may  not  be 
permitted  to  indulge,  the  fame  latitude  v/as 
allowed  him  in  the  choice  of  his  political 
principles,  and  in  the  fpirit  of  maintaining 
them. — I  mean  to  ftate,  not  entirely  to  de- 
fend his  condud.  In  the  earneftnefs  of  his 
B  4.  zeal. 
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zeal,  he  fuffered  fome  unwarrantable  infinua- 
tions  to  efcape  hiaT.  He  faid  more  than  mo- 
derate men  would  juflify;  but  not  enough 
to  entitle  him  to  the  honour  of  your  Ma- 
jefty's  peribnal  refentment.  The  rays  of 
royrd  ind;g;»at;on,  coilefted  upon  him,  fer- 
ved  oniy  to  illuminate,  and  could  not  con-* 
iume.  Animated  by  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple on  one  fide,  and  heated  by  perfecution  on 
the  other,  his  views  and  fentiments  changed 
with  his  fituation.  Hardly  ferious  at  firff, 
he  is  now  an  enthufiaft.  The  coldeft  bodies 
waim  with  oppofition,  the  hardeft  fparkle  in 
coilifion.  There  is  a  holy  miftaken  zeal  in 
politics  as  vi'tll  as  religion.  By  pcrfuading 
others,  we  convince  ourfelves.  The  paflions 
are  engaged,  and  create  a  maternal  affediou 
in  the  mind,  which  forces  us  to  love  the 
ca-jfe,  for  which  we  fufFer. — Is  this  a  con- 
tCiitioii  worthy  of  a  King?  Are  you  not  fen- 
fible  how  much  the  meanncfs  of  the  caufe 
gives  an  air  of  ridicule  to  the  ferious  difficul- 
ties into  which  you  have  been  betrayed  ? 
1  he  dellruotion  of  one  man  has  been  now, 
for  many  years,  the  fole  objecSl  of  your  go- 
vernment, and  if  there  can  be  any  thing  ftill 
more  difgraceful,  we  have  feen,  for  fuch  an 
ohjecl:,  the  utmofl  influence  of  the  executive 
power,  and  every  minillerial  artifice  exerted 
without  fuccefs.  Nor  can  you  ever  fuccced, 
luilefs  hrj  fhould  be  imprudent  enough  to  for^ 

fcit 
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fcit  the  proteftion  of  thofe  lav/s,  to  which 
you  owe  your  crown,  or  unlefg  your  m'ini- 
fters  (hculd  perfuade  you  to  make  it  a  queftion 
of  force  alone,  and  try  the  whole  ftrength  of 
government  in  oppofition  to  the  people.  The 
leflbns  he  has  received  from  experience,  will 
probably  guard  him  from  fuch  excefs  of  fol- 
ly; and  in  your  Majefty's  virtues  we  find  an 
kinqueftionable  aflurance  that  no  illegal  vio- 
lence will  be  attempted. 

Far  from  fufpe£l:ing  you  of  fo  horrible  a 
defign,  we  would  attribute  the  continued 
violation  of  the  laws,  and  even  this  laft  enor- 
mous attack  upon  the  vital  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  to  an  ill-advifcd,  unworthy, 
perfonal  refeatment.  From  one  falfe  ftep  yrtu 
have  been  betrayed  into  another,  and  as  the 
caufe  was  unworthy  of  you,  your  miriifters 
were  determined  that  the  prudence  of  the  ex- 
ecution fhould  correfpond  vtith  the  wifdom 
and  dignity  of  the  defign.  They  have  re- 
duced you  to  the  neceffity  of  choofmg  out  of 
a  variety  of  difficulties ; — to  a  fituation  fo. 
unhappy,  that  you  can  neither  do  wrong 
witiiDut  ruin,  nor  right  without  affliction. 
Thefe  worthy  fervants  have  undoubtedly  giv- 
en' you  many  fingular  proofs  of  thcyr  abili- 
ties. Not  contented  with  making  Mr. 
Wilkes  a  m.an  of  importance,  they  have  iu- 
diciouily  transferred  the  queftion,  from  the 
B   5  rir;:hts 
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rights  and  interefts  of  one  man,  to  the  moft 
important  rights  and  interefts  of  the  people, 
and  forced  your  fubjefts,  from  wifhing 
well  to  the  caufc  of  an  individual,  to  unite 
with  him  in  their  own.  Let  them  proceed 
as  they  have  begun,  and  your  Majefty  need 
not  doubt  that  the  cataftrophe  will  do  no 
diflaonour  to  the  conduct  of  the  piece. 

The  circumftances  to  which  you  are  re- 
duced, will  not  admit  of  a  compromife  with 
the  Englifh  nation.  Undecifive,  qualifying 
meafures  will  difgrace  your  government  ftill 
more  than  open  violence,  and,  without  fatif- 
fying  the  people,  will  excite  their  contempt. 
They  have  too  much  underftanding  and  fpirit 
to  accept  of  an  indirect  fatisfa6llon  for  a  di- 
re6l  injury.  Nothing  lefs  than  a  repeal,  as 
formal  as  the  refolution  itfelf,  can  heal  the 
wound,  which  has  been  given  to  the  confti- 
tution,  nor  will  any  thing  lefs  be  accepted. 
I  can  readily  believe  that  there  is  an  influence 
fufficicnt  to  recal  that  pernicious  vote.  The 
lioufe  of  commons  undoubtedly  confider  their 
duty  to  the  crown  as  paramount  to  all  other 
obligations.  To  us  they  are  only  indebted 
for  an  accidental  cxiftencc,  and  have  juftly 
transferred  their  gratitude  from  their  parents 
to  their  benefacStors ; — from  thofe  who  gave 
them  birth,  to  the  minifter,  from  whofe  be- 
nevolence they  derive  the  cora^rts  and  plea- 

fures 
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fures  of  their  political  life; — who  has  taken 
the   tendereft  care  of  their   infancy,  and  re- 
lieves their  neceffities  without  offending  their 
delicacy.     But,   if  it  were  pofTible  for   their 
integrity  to  be  degraded  to  a  condition  fo  vile 
and  abje£t,  that,  compared  with  it,  the  pre- 
fent  eftimation  they  ftand  in  is  a  ftate  of  ho- 
nour  and   refpeft,     confider,     Sir,    in    what 
manner  you   will    afterwards   proceed.     Can 
you  conceive  that  the  people  of  this  country 
will  long  fubmit  to  be  governed  by  fo  flexible 
a  houfe  of  commons  ?  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  human  fociety,   that  any  form  of  govern- 
ment,  in   fuch    circumftances,    can   long   be 
preferved.     In  ours,  the  general  contempt  of 
the   people  is   as  fatal   as   their    deteftation. 
Such,  I  am  perfuaded,  would  be  the  neceffa- 
ry  effe£l  of  any  bafe  conceflion  made  by  the 
prefent  houfe  of  commons,  and,  as  a  quali- 
fying meafure  would   not  be  accepted,   it  re- 
mains for  you  to  decide  whether  you  will,  at 
any  hazard,  fupport  a  fet  of  men,  who  have 
reduced  you    to    this   unhappy  dilemma,    or 
whether  you  will  gratify  the  united  wtihes  of 
the  whole  people  of  England  by  dilFolving  the 
the  parliament. 

Taking  it  for  granted,  as  I  do  very  fin- 

ccrely,    that   you   have    perfonally   no  defign 

againft  the  conftitution,  nor  any  view  incon- 

fiflent  with  the  good  of  your  fubjeds,  I  think 

B  6  you 
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you   cannot  hefitate    long   upon   the  choice, 
which    it  equally  concerns  yoiir    intereft  and 
your   honour   to   adopt.      On   one  fide,  you 
hazard  the  affeftions  of  all  your  Englifh  fuh- 
jcils ;   you  relinquiih  every  hope  of  repofe  to 
yourfclf,  and  you  endanger  the  eftabliihment 
of  your   family  for  ever.      All  this  you  ven- 
ture for  no  objefl  v/hatfoever,  for  fuch  an  ob- 
jc(5l,   as    it   would    be  an   affront   to  you    to 
name.     Men  of  fenfe  v/\\\  examine  your  con- 
dufl  with   fufpicion  ;  while  ihofe  who  are  in- 
capable   of    comprehending   to    what   degree 
they  are  injured,   afRidl   you    with   clamours 
equally    infolent   and   unmeaning.         Suppo- 
fing  it  pofllble   that  no  fatal   ftruggle  fhould 
Cilfue,  you  determine  at  once  to  be  unhappy, 
without   the   hope   of  a   compenfation  either 
from  intereft   or  ambition.      If  an    P2ngli(h 
King  be  hated  or  defpifed,  he    mujf  be   un- 
happy, and   this  perhaps  fs   the   only  politi- 
cal truth,  which  he  ought  to  be  convinced  of 
without    expieriment.       But    if  the    Encrlifli 
people  fhould  no  longer  confine  their  refent- 
ment  'to  a  fubmilTive  reprefentation    of  their 
wrongs  ;    if,  following  the   glorious  example 
of  their  anceftors,  they  fhould  no  longer  ap- 
peal to  the  creature  of  the  conftitution,  but 
to  that  high  Being,  who  gave  them  the  rights 
of  humanity,  whofe  gifts  it  were  facrilege  to 
furreaider,    let  me   afk  you,  Sir,   upon  what 

part 
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part  of  your  fubjeas  would  you  rely  for  af- 
liftance  ? 

The  people  of  Ireland  have  been  uniform- 
ly plundered  and  opprefled.  In  return,  they 
give  you  every  day  frefli  marks  of  their  rc- 
l^ntment.  They  dcfpifc  the  miferable  go- 
vernor you  have  fent  them*,  becaufe  lie  is 
the  creature  of  Lord  Bute  ;  nor  is  it  from  any- 
natural  confufion  in  their  ideas,  that  they  are 
fo  ready  to  confound  tiie  original  of  a  king 
with  t^e  difgraceful  reprefentation  of  him. 

The  diftance  of  the  Colonies  would  make 
it  impoffible  for  them  to  take  an  a6live  con- 
cern in  your  affairs,  if  they  were  as  well  af- 
fected to  your  government  as  they  once  pre- 
tended to  be  to  your  perfon.  They  were 
ready  enough  to  diftinguifh  between  you  and. 
your  minifters.  They  complained  of  an  a6fe 
of  the  legiflature,  but  traced  the  origin  of  it 
no  higher  than  to  the  fcrvants  of  the  crown  : 
They  pleafed  themfelves  wjth  the  hope  that 
their  Sovereign,  if  not  favourable  to  their 
caufe,  at  leaft  was  impartial.  The  decifive, 
perfonal  part  you  took  againft  them  f ,  has  ef- 
fectually 

*  Viscount  Townshhnd. 

•f  In  the  king's  fpeeeh  of  8  November,  1768,  it 
was  declared,  "  That  the  fp'uit  of  faction  had  broken 
«*  ottt  a-frefli  in  forae  of  the  colonies,  and,  in  one  cf 

"  thcin 
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fe£lually  baniflied  that  firft  diftin£lIon  from 
their  minds.  They  confider  you  as  united 
with  your  fervants  againft  America,  and 
know  how  to  diftinguiih  the  Sovereign  and  a 
venal  parliament  on  one  fide,  from  the  real 
fentiments  of  the  Englifli  people  on  the  other. 
Looking  forward  to  independence,  they 
might  poffibly  receive  you  for  their  King ; 
but,  if  ever  you  retire  to  America,  be  af- 
furcd  thay  will  give  you  fuch  a  covenant  to 
digeft,  as  the  prefbytery  of  Scotland  would 
have  been  afhamed  to  offer  to  Charles  the 
fecond.  They  left  their  native  land  in  fearch 
of  freedom,  and  found  it  in  a  defart.  Divided 
as  they  are  into  a  thoufand  forms  of  policy 
and  religion,  there  is  one  point  in  which 
they  all  agree  :— they  equally  deteft  the  pa- 
geantry of  a  King,  and  the  fupercilious  hy- 
pocrify  of  a  biihop. 

It  is  not  then  from  the  alienated  affe£lion6 
of  Ireland  or  America,  that  you  can  reafon- 
ably  look  for  affiftance ;  ftill  lefs  from  tlic 
people  of  England,  who  are  adually  contend- 

*«  tliem,  proceeded  to  afls  of  violence,  and  refiftance  to 

*' the  txecutlon  of  the  laws  ; that  Bofton  was  in  a 

**  flate  of  dtfobedience  to  all  law  and  government,  and 
"  had  proceeded  to  meafures  fubverfive  of  the  conftitu- 
<•  tion,  and  attended  with  circumftan«es  that  manifefted 
*•  a  difpofition  to  throw  off  their  depcndance  on  Great 
**  Britain." 

i]>2: 
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ing  for  their  rights,  and  in   this  great  quef- 
tion  are  parties   againft   you.     You  are  not, 
however,   deftitute    cf   every    appearance  of 
fupport :  You  have  all   the  Jacobites,  Non- 
jurors, Roman  Catholics,  and  Tories  of  this 
country,  and  all  Scotland  without  exception. 
Confiderljig  from    what  farniiy  you   are  dc- 
fccnded,  the  choice  of  your  friends  has  been 
fingularly  diredled ;    and   truly.   Sir,    if  you 
had  not  loft  the  whig  intereft  of  England,  I 
fliould  admire  your   dexterity  in  turning  the 
hearts  of  your  enemies.     Is  it  pofTible  for  you 
to  place  any  confidence  in  men,  v/ho,  before 
they  are  faithful  to  you,  rauft  renounce  eve- 
ry opinion,  and  betray  every  principle,   both 
in  church  and  ftate,  which  they  inherit  from 
their  anceftors,  and  are  confirmed  in  by  their 
education?  whofe  numbers  are  fo  inconfidcr- 
able,  that  they  have  long  fince  been  obliged 
to  give  up  the  principles  and  language  which 
diftinguifti  them  as  a  party,  and  to  fight  un- 
der the  banners  of  their  enemies  ?   Their  zeal 
begins  with  hypocrify,   and  muft  conclude  in 
treachery.     At  firft  they  deceive  j  at  laft  they 
betray. 

As  to  the  Scotch,  I  muft  fuppofe  your  heart 
and  underftanding  fo  biafled,  from  your  ear- 
lieft  infancy,  in  their  favour,  that  nothing 
Icfs  than  your  own  misfortunes  can  undeceive 
you.      You  will  not  accept  of  the  uniform 

expe- 
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experience    of    your    anceftors ;    and    when 
once   a   man   is    determined   to    believe;    the 
very  abfurdity  of  the  do6lrine   confirms  him 
in   his    faith.    •  A  bigoted  underilanding  can 
draw  a  proof  of  attachmejit  to  the  houfe  of 
Hanover  from  a  notorious  zeal  for  the  houfe 
of  Stuart,  and  find  an  earneft  of  future  loy- 
alty  in  former   rebelh'ons.     Appearances  are 
however  in  their  favour  j  fo  ftrongly  indeed, 
that    one    would    think    tliey  had    foro-otten 
that  you  are  their  lawful  King,   and  had  mif- 
taken   you   for   a   pretender   to    the    crown. 
Let  ft  be  admitted  then  that  the  Scotch  are 
as  fmcere  in  their  prefent  profeffions,  as  if  yoa 
were    in    reality   not   an   Englifliman,   but  a 
Briton   of    the    North,     you    wbuld   not? 'be 
the.  fir  ft    prince  '  of    their     native     country 
aigainft    whom    they   have   rebelled,   nor  the 
firft  whom  they  haVe  bafely  betrayed.     Have 
\you    forgotten,    Sir,    or    has   your   favourite 
concealed  from  you  that  part  of  our  hiftory, 
when  the  unhappy  Charles,  (and  he  too  had 
private  virtues)  fled  from    the  open,   avowed 
mdignatibn  of  his  Englifh  fubje"£ls,  and  fur- 
rendered   himfelf  at   difcretion   to   the    good 
faith     of    his    own    countrymen  ?    Without 
looking    for    fupport    in   their    affedions    as 
fubjeiSts,    he    applied    only    to    tiielf'  honour 
as  gentlemen,  for  protefiion.     They  receiv- 
ed him   as   they   would   your   Majefty,  with 
bows,  and    fmiles,    and   falihood,    and    kept 

him 
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him  until  they  had  fettled  their  bargain 
v/ith  the  Engliili  parliament ;  then  bafely 
fold  their  native  king  to  the  vengeance  of  his 
enemies.  This,  Sir,  was  not  the  a6l  of  a 
few  traitors,  but  the  deliberate  treachery 
of  a  Scotch  parliament,  reprefenting  the 
nation.  A  wife  prince  might  draw  from  it 
two  leflbns  of  equal  utility  to  himfelf.  On 
one  fide  he  might  learn  to  dread  the  undif- 
guifed  refentment  of  a  generous  people,  who 
dare  openly  affert  their  rights,  and  who,  in 
a  juft  caufe  are  ready  to  meet  their  Sovereign 
in  the  field.  On  the  other  fide,  he  would 
be  taught  tb  apprehend  fomething  far  more 
formidable; — a  fawning  treachery,  againfi: 
which  no  prudence  can  guard,  no  courage 
can  defend.  The  infidious  fmile  upon  the 
cheek  would  warn  him  of  the  canker  in  the 
heart. 

From  the  ufes,  to  which  one  part  of  the 
army  has  been  too  frequently  applied,  you 
have  fome  reafon  to  expecSl:,  that  there  are  no 
fervices  they  would  refufe.  Here  too  we 
trace  the  partiality  of-  your  underftanding. 
You  take  the  fenfe  of  the  army  from  the  con-i 
du6l  of  the  guards,  with  tlie  fame  juftice 
with  which  you  colle<5l  the  fenfe  of  the  peo- 
ple from  the  reprefentations  of  the  miniftry. 
Your  m.arching  regiments,  Sir,  will  not  make 
the  guards  their  exarnple  either  as  foldiers  or 

fub. 
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fubjcils.  They  feel  and'  rcfent,  as  they 
ought  to  do,  that  invariable,  undiftinguifh- 
Ihg  favour  with  which  the  guards  are  treated  ;1{ 
while  thofe  gallant  troops,  by  whom  every 
hazardous,  every  laborious  fervice  is  per- 
formed, are  kft  to  perifh  in  ganifons  abroad, 
or  pine  in  quarters  at  home,  negle^lect  and 
forgotten.  If  they  had  no  fenfe  of  the  great 
original  dut^  they  owe  their  country,,  their 
rcfentment  would  operate  like  patriotifm, 
and  leave  your  caufe  to  be  defended  by  thofe, 
to  whom  you  have  lavifhed  the  rewards  and 
honours  of  their  profeflion.  The  Prsetorian 
Bands,  enervated  and  debauched  as  they  were, 
had  ftill  ftrength  enough  to  awe  the  Roman 
populace  :  but  when  the  diftant  legions  took 
the  alarm,  they  marched  to  Rome,  and  gave 
away  the  empire. 

On  this  fide  then,  which  ever  way  you  tur« 
your  eye*^,  you  fee  nothing  but  perplexity 
and  dif'refs.  You  may  determine  to  fupport 
the  very  miniftry  who  have  reduced  your  af- 
fairs to  this  deplorable  fituation :  you  may 
fhclter  yourfclf  under  the  forms  of  a  parlia- 
ment,    and    fct     your    people     at    defiance^ 

]]  The  ofllcers  in  the  gur.rds  are  to  thofe  in  the 
maithiiig  regiments  as  Ofte  to  ele^vcn.  The  regiments 
given  to  the  officers  of  the  guards,  when  compared  to 
thofe  given  to  the  line,  arc  as  three  to  one.  The  partiali- 
ty, therefore,  to  tlie  guards,  is,  as  thirtj-tkree  to  one. 

But 
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But  be  allured,  Sir  that  fuch  a  refolution 
would  be  as  imprudent  as  it  would  be  odious. 
If  it  did  not  immediately  fhake  your  eftablifh- 
ment,  it  would  rob  you  of  your  peace  of  mind 
for  ever. 

On  the  other,  how  difTerent  Is  the  prof- 
pc6l !  How  eafy,  how  fafe  and  honourable  Is 
the  path  before  you  I  The  Englifli  nation 
declare  they  are  grofly  injured  by  their  re- 
prefentatlves,  and  folicit  your  Majeily  to 
exert  your  lawful  prerogative,  and  give  them 
an  opportunity  of  recalling  a  trufl,  which,  they 
find,  has  been  fcandaloufly  abufed.  You  are 
not  to  be  told  that  the  power  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  is  not  original,  but  delegated  to  them 
for  the  welfare  of  the  people,  from  whom 
they  received  it.  A  qucftion  of  right  arifes 
between  the  conflituent  and  the  reprefenta- 
tive  body.  By  what  authority  fhall  it  be 
decided?  Will  your  Majefty  interfere  in  a 
queftion  in  which  you  have  properly  no  im- 
mediate concern  ?— It  would  be  a  ftep  equally 
odious  and  unnecelTary.  Shall  the  lords  be 
called  upon  to  determine  the  rights  and  pri- 
vileges of  the  commons  ? — They  cannot  do 
it  without  a  flagrant  breach  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  Or  will  you  refer  it  to  the  judges? — 
They  have  often  told  your  anceftors,  that 
the  law  of  parliament  is  above  them.  What 
party  then  remains,  but  to  leave  it  to  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  to  determine  fo?  themfelvcs  ?  They  along" 
are  injured  ;  and  fince  there  is  no  fuperior 
power,  to  which  the  caufe  can  be  referred^ 
they  alone  ought  to  determine. 

I  DO  not  mean  to  perplex  you  with  a  tedious 
argument  upon  a  fubjecl  already  fo  difcufled, 
that  infpiration  could  hardly  throw  a  new 
light  upon  it.  There  are,  however,  two 
points  of  view,  in  which  it  particularly  im- 
ports your  Majefty  to  confider  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  the  houfe  of  conlmons.  By  de- 
priving a  fubjedl  of  his  birthright,  they  have 
attributed  to  their  own  vote  aj\  authority  equal 
to  an  adt  of  the  whole  legiHatur^j  and,  tho' 
perhaps  not  with  the  fame  motives,  have 
Hv'i^ly  followed  the  example  of  the  long 
parliament,  which  firfl:  declared  the  rega} 
office  ufelefs,  and  foon  after,  with  as  little  ce- 
remony, diflblved  the  houfe  of  lords.  The 
fame  pretended  power,  which  robs  an  Eng- 
lilh  fubje(5l  of  his  brcthxight,.  may  rob  an 
Englifh  King  of  his  crown.  In  another 
view,  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  cominons, 
apparently  not  fo  dangerous  to  your  Majefty, 
is  fWl  more  alarming  to  your  people.  Not 
contented  with  divefting  one  man  of  his  right,, 
they  have  arbitrarily  conveyed  that  right  to 
another.  They  have  fct  afide  a  return  as  il- 
gal,  without  daring  to  cenfure  thofe  offi- 
cers, who  were  particularly  apprized  of  Mr. 

WilkQs's 
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Wilkes*s  incapacity,  not  only  by  the  declara- 
tion of  the  houfe,  but  exprelsly  by  the  writ 
dire6led  to  them,  and,  who  neverthelcfs 
returned  him  as  duly  ele^Sled.  They  have  re- 
je6tedthe  majority  of  votes,  the  only  criterion 
by  which  our  laws  judge  of  the  fenfe  of  the 
people ;  they  have  transferred  the  right  of 
eie£lion  from  the  colle6live.to  the  reprefcnta- 
tive  body  j  and  by  thefe  a6ls,  taken  feparate- 
ly  or  together,  they  have  eflentially  altered 
the  orlc-inal  conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 

o 

mons.  Verfed  as  your  Majefty  undoubt- 
edly is  in  the  Englifli  hiftory,  it  cannot  ea- 
fily  efcaps  you,  how  much  it  is  your  intereflr, 
as  well  as  your  duty  to  prevent,  one  of  the 
three  eftates  from  encroaching  upon  the  pro- 
vince of  the  other  two,  or  affuming  the  au- 
thority of  them  all.  When  once  they  have 
departed  from  the  great  conftitutional  line, 
by  which  all  their  proceedings  fhould  be  di- 
rected, who  will  anfwer  for  their  future  mo- 
deration ?  Or  what  aflurance  will  they  give 
you,  that,  when  they  have  trampled  upon 
their  equals,  they  will  fubmit  to  a  fuperior  ? 
Your  Majefty  may  learn  hereafter,  how  neairly 
the  flave  and  tyrant  are  allied. 

Some  of  your  council,  more  candid  than 
the  reft,  admit  the  abandoned  profligacy  of 
the  prefent  houfe  of  commons,  but  oppofe 
their   diflbiution  upon  an  opinion,  I   confefs 

not 
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not  very  unwarrantable,  that  their  fucceflbrs 
would  be  equally  at  the  difpofal  of  the 
treafury.  I  cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  the 
nation  will  have  profited  (o  little  by  experi- 
ence. But  if  that  opinion  were  well  found- 
ed, you  might  then  gratify  our  wifhes  at 
an  eafy  rate,  and  appcafe  the  prefent  clamour 
againft  your  government,  without  offering 
any  material  injury  to  the  favourite  caufe  of 
corruption. 


You  have  ftill  an  honourable  part  to  a6l. 
The  affe£lions  of  your  fubjc6ts  may  ftill  be 
recovered.  But  before  you  fubdue  tbeir  hearts, 
you  muft  gain  a  noble  viftory  over  your  own. 
Difcard  thofe  little  perfonal  refentments, 
which  have  too  long  dire6led  your  public 
conduiSl.  Pardon  this  man  the  remainder  of 
his  punifhment,  and  if  refentment  ftill  pre- 
vails, make  it,  what  it  fhould  have  been  long 
ftnce,  an  a£t,  not  of  mercy,  but  contempt. 
He  will  foon  fall  back  into  his  natural  ftation, 
• — a  filent  fenator,  and  hardly  fupporting  the 
weekly  eloquence  of  a  newspaper.  *  'The 
gentle  breath  of  peace  would  leave  !)iixi  ui\ 
the  furface,  neglecSted  and  unremoved,  jft 
is  only  the  tempeft  that  lifts  him  from  his 
place. 

*  The  abilities  of  Mr.  Wilkes  are  lure  : 
flrift  juft'ce. 

Vv'lTHOUT 


JUNIUS,  kc.  23 

Without  confuking  your  minifter,  call 
together  your  whole  council.  Let  it  appesi 
to  the  public  that  you  can  determine  and  ad^ 
for  yourfelf.  Come  forward  to  your  peo- 
ple. Lay  afide  the  wretched  formalities  of 
a  King,  and  fpeak  to  your  fubje(5ls  with  the 
fpirit  of  a  man,  and  in  the  language  of  a 
gentleman.  Tell  them  you  have  been  fatally 
deceived.  The  acknowledgment  will  be  no 
difgrace,  but  rather  an  honour  to  your  under- 
ilanding.  Tell  them  you  are  determined  to 
remove  every  caufe  of  complaint  againft  your 
government;  that  you  will  give  your  confi- 
dejice  to  no  man,  who  does  not  polTefs  the 
confidence  of  your  fubjedls ;  and  leave  it  to 
themfelves  to  determine,  by  their  conduit  at 
a  future  eledlion,  whether  or  no  it  be  in  re- 
ality .the  general  ifenfe  of  the  nation,  that 
their  rights  have  been  arbitrarily  invaded  by 
the  prefent  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  coi>- 
ftitution  betrayed.  They  will  then  do  juftice 
to  their  reprefentatives  and  to  themfelves. 

These  fentiments.  Sir,  and  the  ftile  they 
are  conveyed  in,  may  be  offenfive,  perhaps, 
becaufe  they  are  new  to  you.  Accuftomed 
to  the  language  of  courtiers,  you  meafure  their 
aftcdions  by  the  vehemence  of  their  expref- 
fvons;  and,  when  they  only  praife  you  indi- 
redly,  you  admire  their  fmcerity.  But  this 
is   not  a   time  to   trifle  with   your   fortune. 

They 
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They  deceive  you,  Sir,  who  tell  you  that 
you  have  many  friends,  whofe  afFeclioiis  are 
founded  upon  a  principal  of  perfonal  attach- 
ment. The  firft  foundation  of  friendfhip  is 
not  the  power  of  conferring  benefits,  but 
the  equality  with  which  they  are  received, 
and  may  be  returned.  The  fortune,  which 
made  you  a  King,  forbad  you  to  have  a 
friend.  It  is  a  law  of  nature  which  cannot 
be  violated  with  impunity.  l^he  miftalcen 
prince,  who  looks  for  friendfhip,  will  find  a 
favourite,  and  in  that  favourite  the  ruin  of 
his  aiFairs, 

The  people  of  England  are  loyal  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  not  from  a  vain  preference 
of  one  family'to.  another,  but  from  a  convic- 
tion that  the  eftablifhment  of  that  family 
was  neceffary  to  the  fupport  of  their  civil 
and  religious  liberties.  This,  Sir,  is  a 
principle  of  allegiance  equally  folid  and  ra- 
tional ; — fit  for  Englifhmen  to  adopt,  and  well 
worthy  of  your  Majefty's  encouragement. 
We  cannot  long  be  deluded  by  nominal  dif- 
tindlions.  The  name  of  Stuart,  of  itfelf, 
is  only  contemptible ; — armed  with  the  So- 
vereign authority,  their  principles  are  for- 
midable. The  prince,  who  imitates  their 
conduct,  fhould  be  warned  by  their  example ; 
and  while  he  plumes  himfclf  upon  the  fecu- 
rity  of  his  title  to  the  crown,  fhould  remem- 
ber 
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bcr  that,  as  it  was  acquired  by  one  revolu- 
tioHj  it  may  be  loft  by  another. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO    KI3    GRACE     THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON. 

MY  LORD,  14  F<?^.  1770. 

IF  I  were  pcrfonally  your  enemy,  I  might  pi- 
ty and  forgive  you.  You  have  every  claim 
to  compaflion,  that  can  arife  from  mifery  and 
diftrefs.  The  condition  you  are  reduced  to 
would  difarm  a  private  enemy  of  his  refent- 
ment,  and  leave  no  confolation  to  the  moft 
vindictive  fpirit,  but  that  fuch  an  objeft,  as 
you  are,  would  difgrace  the  dignity  of  re- 
venge. But  in  the  relation  you  have  borne 
to  this  country,  you  have  no  title  to  indul- 
gence ;  and  if  I  had  followed  the  dictates  of 
my  own  opinion,  I  never  fliould  have  allow- 
ed you  the  refpite  of  a  moment.  In  your  pub- 
lic charadter,  you  have  injured  every  fub- 
]e£t  of  the  empire ;  and  though  an  individual 
is  not  authorifed  to  forgive  the  injuries  done  to 
focicty,  he  is  called  upon  to  aflert  his  feparate 
{hare  in  the  public  refentment.  I  fubmitted 
however  to  the  judgment  of  men,  more  mo- 
derate, perhaps  more  candid  than  n^yfelf. 
Vol.  II.  C  'For 
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For  my  own  part,  I  do  not  pretend  to  un,- 
derftand  thofe  prudent  forms  of  decorum, 
thofe  gentle  rules  of  difcretion,  which  fome 
men  endeavour  to  unite  with  the  conduit  of 
the  o-reateft  and  moft  hazardous  affairs.  En- 
p-a'^ed  in  the  defence  of. an  honourable  caufe, 
I  would  take  a  decif^ve  part. — I  fhould  fcorn 
to  provide  for  a  future  retreat,  or  to  keep 
terms  with  a  m.an,  who  preferves  no  mea- 
fures  with  the  public.  Neither  the  abje6t 
fubmifTion  of  deferting  his  poft  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  nor  even  the*  facred  fhield  of  cow- 
ardice" fhould  protect  him.  I. would  purfue 
him  through  life,  and  fry  the  laft  exertion  of 
my  abilities  to  preferve  the  perifhable  infamy 
pf  his  name,  and  make  it  immortal. 

What  then,  my  Lord,  is  this  the  event 
of  all  the  facrifices  you  have  made  to  Lord 
Bute's  patronage,  and  to  your  own  unfortu- 
nate ambition?  Was  it  for  this  you  aban- 
doned your  earlieft  friendfhips,— the  warmeft 
connexions  of  your  youth,  and  all  thofe  ho- 
nourable engagements,  by  which  you  once 
fglicited,  and  might  have  acquired  the  efteem 
of  your  country  ?  Have  you  fecured  no  re- 
compence  for  fuch  a  wafte  of  honour.— 
Unhappy  man!    what  party  will  receive  the 

*     # Sacro  tremuere  iimre.     Every  cowaid  pre- 
tends to  be  planet- ftrucK. 

com- 


JUNIUS,      &C,  27 

common  deferter  of  all  parties  ?  Without  a 
client  to  flatter,  without  a  friend  to  confole 
you,  and  with  only  one  companion  from  the- 
honeft  houfe  of  Bloomfbury,  you  muft  now 
retire  into  a  dreadful  folitude.  At  the  moll 
active  period  of  life,  you  muft  quit  the  bufy 
fcene,  and  conceal  yourfelf  from  the  world, 
if  you  would  hope  to  fave  the  wretched  re- 
mains of  a  ruined  reputation.  The  vices 
operate  like  age, — ^bring  on  difeafe  before  its 
time,  and  in  the  prime  of  youth  leave  the 
character  broken  and  exhaufted. 

Yet  your  conduct  has  been  myfterlous,  as 
well   as   contemptible.     Where   is   now  that 
firmnefs,   or  obitinacy   fo  long  boafted  of  by 
your    friends,     and    acknowledged    by    your 
enemies  ?    We  were  taught  to  expect,   that 
you  would  not  leave  the  ruin  of  this  country 
to  be  compleated  by  other  hands,  but  were 
determined  either  to  gain  a  decifive  victory  over 
the  conftitution,  or  to  perifti  bravely  at  leaft 
behind  the  laft  dike  of  the  prerogative.     You 
knew  the  danger,  and  might  have  been  pro- 
vided for  it.     You  took  fufficient  time  to  pre- 
pare for  a  meeting  with  your  parliament,  to 
'  confirm  the   mercenary  fidelity  of  your  de- 
pendants, and  to  fuggeft   to  your  Sovereio-n 
a  language  fuited   to  his  dignity  at  leaft,  if 
not  to  his  benevolence  and   wifdom.     Yet, 
C  2  while 
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AA'hile  the  whole  kingdom  was  agitated  with 
anxious  expedlation  upon  one  great  point, 
vou  meanly  evaded  the  qucftion,  and,  inftead 
of  the  explicit  firmnefs  and  declfion  of  a 
King,  gave  us  nothing  but  the  mlfery  of  a 
ruined  *  grazier,  and  the  whining  piety  of  a 
Methodift.  We  had  reafon  to  expeiSt,  that 
notice  would  have  been  taken  of  the  petitions 
which  the  King  has  received  from  the  Eng- 
lifli  nation ;  and  although  I  can  conceive 
fome  perfonal  motives  for  not  yielding  to 
them,  I  can  find  none,  in  common  prudence 
or  decency,  for  treating  them  with  contempt. 
Be  aflured,  my  Lord,  the  Englifli  people  will 
not  tamely  fubmit  to  this  unworthy  treat- 
ment j — they  had  a  right  to  be  heard,  and 
their  petitions,  if  not  granted,  defcrved  to  be 
confidered.  Whatever  be  the  real  views  and 
do6lrine  of  a  court,  the  Sovereign  fhould  be 
taught  to  preferve  fome  forms  of  attention  to 
his  fubje6ls,  and  if  he  will  not  redrefs  their 
grievances,  not  to  make  them  a  topic  of  jeft 
and  mockery  among  lords  and  ladies  of  the 
bedchamber.  Injuries  may  be  atoned  for  and 
forgiven  j  but  infults  admit  of  no  compenfa- 
tion.      They  degrade  the   mind  in  its  own 

*  The  mention  of  the  horned  cattle  gave  rife  to  ma- 
ny witticifms,  chiefly  founded  on  the  numerous  divoi  cti 
among  the  nobility  at  that  time. 

eftcem 
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clleem,  and  force  it  to  recover  its  level  by  re- 
vencre.  This  negle£l  of  the  petitions  was 
however  a  part  of  your  original  plan  of  go- 
vernment, nor  will  any  ccnfequcnces  it  has 
produced  account  for  your  dcfcrting  your 
Sovereign,  in  the  midft  of  that  diflrefs,  in 
which  you  and  your  f  new  friends  had  in- 
volved him.  One  would  think,  my  Lord, 
you-  might  have  taken  this  fpirited  refolutiori 
before  you  had  diilolved  the  laft  of  thoi'e  ear- 
ly connexions,  which  once,  even  in  your 
own  opinion,  did  honour  to  your  youth ; — 
before  you  had  obliged  Lord  Granby  t>  quit 
a  fervice  he  was  attached  to  ; — before  you 
had^  difcarded  one  chancellor,  and  killed  ano- 
ther. To  what  an  abjetfl  condition  have  you 
laboured  to  reduce  the  beft  of  princes,  when 
the  unhappy  man,  who  yields  at  laft  to 
iiich  perfonal  inf'lance  and  felicitation,  as  ne- 
ver can  be  fairly  employed  againft  a  fubjecl, 
feels  himfelf  degraded  by  his  compliance,  and 
is  unable  to  furvive  the  difgraceful  honours 
which  his  gracious  Sovereign  had  compelled 
him  to  accept.  He  was  a  man  of  fpirit,  for 
he  had  a  quick  fcnfe  of  fliame,  and  death 
has  redeemed  his  characStcr.  I  know  your 
Grace  too  well  to  appeal  to  your  feelings 
upon  this  event ;  but  there  is  another  heart, 
not  yet,,  I  hope,   quite   callous  to  the  touch 

t  The  Bedford  party.. 

C  i  of 
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of  humanity,  to  which  it  ought  to  be  a  dread- 
ful leflbn  for  ever.  * 

Now,  my  Lord,  let  us  confider  the  fitu- 
ation  to  which  you  have  conduiSled,  and  in 
which  you  have  thought  it  advifeable  to  aban- 
don your  royal  mafter.  Whenever  the  people 
have  complained,  and  nothing  better  could 
be  faid  in  defence  of  the  meafures  of  govern- 
ment, it  has  been  the  faChion  to  anfwer  us, 
though  not  very  fairly,  with  an  appeal  to  the 
private  viitues  of  your  Sovereign.  "  Has  he 
"  i:ut)  to  relieve  the  people,  furrendered  a 
"  confidcrable  part  of  his  revenue  ? — Has  he 

*  On  Wednefday,  January  17th,  1770,  Loid  Ch.in- 
cellor  Camden  lefigned  the  I'eals.  He  waited  on  his 
Majefty  at  the  Qu^een's  Palace,  at  feven  in  the  evening, 
and  delivered  them  into  the  king's  own  hands.  The 
Hon.  Charles  York  was  fent  for,  and  after  the  warnitft 
folicitiition,  accepted  the  feals.  On  his  way  home  iie 
called  at  Lord  Rockingham's,  where  he  found  a  meet- 
ing of  the  oppofition.  He  candidly  told  them  what  had 
happened.  They  all  upbraided  him  in  the  bitterell  lan- 
guage, for  obeying  his  Sovereign,  by  accepting  a  place 
in  Adminiftration.  The  Chancellor  inftantly  left  them 
and  went  home.  His  mind  was  fo  harrafled  with  the  fe- 
verity  of  their  reproaches,  that  he  could  no  longer  exift. 
His  dangerous  fituationwas  announced  that  very  even- 
ing. He  expired  on  Saturday  the  zoth  of  January.  He. 
was  not  like  Ibme  other  characters  ;  he  accepted  the  feals 
without  any  reverfionary  conditions  whatever.  England 
left  in  Mr.  York,  one  of  the  bcft  and  greateft  men  of 
the  prefent  age. 

«  not 
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"  not  made  the  judges  independent,  by  fix- 
"  ing  them  in  their  places  for  life  ?" — My 
Lord,  we  acknowledge  the  gracious  prin- 
ciple, which  gave  birth  to  thefe  conceffion?, 
and  have  nothing  to  regret,  but  that  it  has 
never  been  adhered  to.  At  the  end  of  kven 
years,  we  are  loaded  w'ith  a  debt  of  above  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  upon  the  civil  lifl", 
and  we  now  fee  the  Chancellor  of  Great  Bri- 
tain tyrannically  forced  out  of  his  office,  not 
for  want  of  abilities,  not  for  want  of  integri- 
ty, or  of  attention  to  his  duty,  but  for  deli- 
vering his  honeft  opinion  in  parliament,  upon 
the  greateft  conftitutional  queftion,  that  has 
arifen  fince  the  revolution. — We  care  not  to 
v/hofe  private  virtues  you  appeal ;  the  theo- 
ry of  fuch  a  government  is  falfehood  and 
mockery  ; — the  practice  is  oppreflion.  You 
have  laboured  then  (though  1  confcfs  to  no 
purpofe)  to  rob  your  mafter  of  the  only  plau- 
fible  anfwer,  that  ever  was  given  in  defence 
of  his  government, — of  the  opinion,  which 
the  people  had  conceived  of  his  perfonal  ho- 
nour and  integrity.^— The  Duke  of  Bedford 
was  more  moderate  than  your  Grace.  Ke 
only  forced  his  mafter  to  violate  a  folemn 
promife  made  to  an  *  individual.  But  you, 
my   Lord,    have   fuccefsfully    extended    jour 

*  Mr.  Stuart   Mackenzie,   brother  to   Lord 
Bute. 

C  4  advice 
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ad-vice  to  every  political,  every  moral  en- 
gagement, that  could  bind  either  the  magi- 
ftrate  or  the  man.  The  condition  of  a 
King  is  often  miferable,  but  it  required  your 
Grace's  abi-Uties  to  make  it  contemptible. — 
You  will  fay  perhaps  that  the  faithful  fer- 
vants,  in  whofe  hands  you  have  left  him, 
are  able  to  retrieve  his  honour,  and  to  fup- 
port  his  government.  You  have  publicly 
declared,  even  fmce  your  refignation,  that 
you  approved  of  their  meafure?,  and  admired 
tiieir  conduft, — particularly  that  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich.  What  a  pity  it  is,  that,  with 
all  this  appearance,  you  fhould  think  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  feparate  yourfelf  from  fuch  amiable 
companions.  You  forget,  my  Lord,  that 
while  you  are  lavifh  in  the  praife  of  men 
whom  you  defert,  you  are  publicly  oppofing 
your  condu<Sl:  to  your  opinions,  and  depriv- 
ing yourfelf  of  the  only  plaufible  pretence 
you  had  (cr  leaving  your  Sovereign  over- 
whelmed with  diftrefs  j  I  call  it  plaufible, 
for,  in  truth,  there  is  no  reafon  whatfoever, 
lefs  than  the  frowns  of  your  mafter,  that 
could  juflify  a  man  of  fpirit  for  abandoning 
his  pod:  at  a  moment  fo  critical  and  impcr- 
4t2nt?  It  is  in  vain  to  evade  the  queflion.  If 
you  will  not  fpeak  out,  the  public  have  a 
right  to  judge  from  appearances.  We  are 
authorifcd  to  conclude,  that  you  either  dif- 
fered from  youx  colleagues,   whofe  meafures 

you 
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you  ftill  affea:  to  defend,  or  that  you  thought 
tlie  adminlftration  of  the  King's  affairs  no. 
longer  tenable.  You  are  at  liberty  to  choofe- 
between  the  hypocrite  and  the  coward.  Your 
befir  friends  are  in  doubt  which  way  they  fhall 
incline.  Your  country  unites  the  chara£lers, 
and  gives  you  credit  for  them  both.  For  my 
own  part,  I  fee  nothing  inconfiftent  in  your 
condud.       You    began    with    betraying   the 

people, you  conclude  with  betraying  the 

King. 

In  your  treatment  of  particular  perforiSj 
you  have  preferved  the  uniformity  of  your 
charadler.  Even  Mr.  Bradftiaw  declares, 
that  no  man  was  ever  fo  ill  ufed  as  himfelf. 
As  to  the  provifion  you  have  made  for  his 
family  *,  he  was  intitled  to  it  by  the  houfe  he 
lives  in.  The  fucceflbr  of  one  Chancellor 
might  well  pretend   to  be  the  rival  of  ano- 

*  Fifteen  humlredayenr  for  his  life  and  thole  cf 
his  fons,  on  the  4^  per  cent.  Mr.  Bradfhaw  was  at 
firft  Clerk  to  a  Contrafior,  a.iu\  afterwards  had  a  fn>a!I 
place  in  the  War  Office.  The  Duke  of  Crafton  made 
htir.  Secretary  to  theTreafury.  On  this  appointment,  he. 
took  the  liQui'e  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields,\vhichLordNor- 
thlngton  had  lived  in  when  Chancellor.  Sir  Edward 
Havvke,  who  faved  the  nation,  had  only  two  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  on  the  Iriih  eftablilhraent  5  he  drew  lels 
from  this  pcnfion,  than  Mr.  Bradlhaw  from  his.  Loid . 
Gamden,  when  he  refigned  the  Chancellorflup,  had. a 
penGon  hardly  equivalent  to  Mr.  Bradlhaw's. 

C  5  thcr. 
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ther.  It  is  the  breach  of  private  frlendfliip 
which  touches  Mr.  Bradfhaw ;  and  to  fay 
the  truth,  when  a  man  of  his  rank  and  abili- 
ties had  taken  fo  aftive  a  part  in  your  affairs, 
he  ought  not  to  have  been  let  down  at  laft  with 
a  miferable  penfion  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 
a  year.  Colonel  Luttrell,  Mr.  Onflow,  and 
Governor  Burgoyne,  were  equally  engasied 
with  you,  and  have  rather  more  reafon  to 
complain  than  Mr.  Bradfhaw.  Thefe  are 
men,  my  Lord,  whofe  friendfhip  you  flioui'd 
hav^  adhered  to  on  the  fame  principle,  on 
which  you  deferted  Lord  Rockingham,  Lord 
Chatham,  Lord  Camden,  and  the  Duke  of 
Portland.  We  can  eafily^  account  for  your 
violating  your  engagements  with  men  of  ho- 
nour, but  why  fhould  you  betray  your  na- 
tural connexions  ?  Why  feparate  yourfeff 
from  Lord  Sandwich,  Lord  Gower,  and  Mr. 
Rigby,  or  leave  the  three  worthy  gentlemen 
above-mentioned  to  fhift  for  themfelves  ? 
Widi  all  the  fafliionable  indulgence  of  the 
times,  this  country  does  not  abound  in  cha- 
ra6lers  like  theirs ;  and  you  may  find  it  a  dif- 
ficult matter  to  recruit  the  black  catalogue  of 
your  friends. 

The  recolleillon  of  the  royal  patent  you 
fold  to  Mr.  Hine,  obliges  me  to  fay  a  word 
in  defence  of  a  man  v/hom  you  have  taken 
the  mofi:  difhonoiirable  means  to   injure.     I 

do 
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do  not  refer  to  the  fham  profecution  which 
you  afFed^ed  to  carry  on  againft  him.  On 
that  ground  I  doubt  not  he  is  prepared  to 
meet  you  with  tenfold  recrimination,  and  fet 
you  at  defiance.  The  injury  you  had  done 
him  affedls  his  moral  character.  You  knew 
that  the  offer  to  purchafe  the  reverfion  of  a 
place,  which  has  heretofore  been  fold  under  a 
decree  of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  however  im- 
prudent in  his  fituation,  would  no  way  tend 
to  cover  him  with  that  fort  of  guilt  which 
you  wiflied  to  fix  upon  him  in  the  eyes  of 
the  world.  You  laboured  then,  by  every 
fpecies  of  falfe  fuggeftion,  and  even  by  pub- 
lifhing  counterfeit  letters,  to  have  it  under- 
flood  that  he  had  propofed  terms  of  accom- 
modation to  you,  and  had  offered  to  abandon 
his  principles,  his  party,  and  his  friends. 
You  confulted  your  own  breait  for  a  cha- 
racter of  confummate  treacherr,  and  gave  It 
to  the  public  for  that  of  Mr.  Vaughan.  I 
think  myfelf  obliged  to  do  this  juftice  to  an 
injured  man,  becaufe  I  was  deceived  by  the 
appearances  thrown  out  by  your  Grace,  and 
have  frequently  fpoken  of  his  conducSl  with 
indignation.  If  he  really  be,  what  I  think 
him,  honeft,  though  miftaken,  he  will  be 
happy  in  recovering  his  reputation,  though 
at  ,the  expence  of  his  underftanding.  Here, 
I  fee,  the  matter  is  likely  to  reft.  Your 
Grace  is  afraid  to  carry  on  the  profecution. 
C  6  Mr. 
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Mr.  Hine  keeps  quiet  pofleiTion  of  his  pur- 
chafe  ;  and  Governor  Burgoyne,  relieved 
from  the  apprehenfion  of  refunding  the  mo- 
ney, fits  down,   for  the  remainder  of  his  life,, 

INFAMOUS  AND  CONTENTED*. 

I  BELIEVE,  my  Lord,  I  may  now  take  my 
leave  of  you  for  ever.  You  are  no  lono-er 
that  refolute  minifter,.  who  had  fpirit  to  fup- 
port  the  moft  violent  meafures  ;  who  com- 
penfated  for  the  wajit  of  good  and  great 
qualities,  by  a  brave  determination,  (which 
feme  people  admired  and  relied  on)  to  main- 
tain himfelf  without  them.  The  reputation 
of  obftinacy  and  perfev.erance  might  have 
lupplied  the  place  of  all  the  abfent  virtues. 
You  have  now  added  the  laft  negative  to 
your  character,,  and  meanly  confeffed  that 
you  are  deflitute  of  the  common  fpirit  of  a 
man.  Retire  then,  my  Lord,  and  bide  your, 
bluflies  from  the  world  j  for,  with  fuch  a 
load  of  fhame,  even  black  may  change  its 
colour.  A  mind  fuch  as  yours,  in  the  foH- 
tary  hours  of  domeftic  enjoyment,  may  ftill 
find  topics  of  confolation.  You  may  find  it 
in  the  memory  of  violated  friendfliip,  in  the 
affliftions  of  an  accomplifhed  prince,   whom 

*  Generai,  Burgoyne  did  not  however  fit  down 
contented  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Saratoga  will 
keep  alive,  his  name  and. the  national  difgiace. 

you 
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you  have  dlfgraced  and  deferted,  and  in  ths 
agitations  of  a  great  country,  driven,  by  your 
councils,  to  the  brink  of  deftrudlion. 

The  palm  of  minifterial  firmnefs  is  now- 
transferred  to  Lord  North.  He  tells  us  fo 
himfelf,  with  the  plenitjude  of  the  ore  rotun- 
do  -y  and  I  am  ready  enough  to  believe,  that, 
while  he  can  keep  his  place,  lie  will  not  ea- 
fily  be  perfuaded  to  refign  it;*.  Your  Grace 
was  the 'firm  minifter  of  yeflerday :  Lord 
North  Is  the  firm  minifter  of  to-day.  To- 
morrow, perhaps,  his  Majefty,  in  his  wif- 
dom,.  may  give  us  a  rival  for  you  both.  Yoa, 
arc  too  well  acquainted  WMth  the.  temper  of 
your  late  allies,,  to  think  it  poffible  that  Lord' 
North  ftiould  be  permitted  to  govern  this 
country.  If  we  may  believe  common  fame, 
they  have  (hewn  him  their  fuperiority  al- 
ready. His  Majefty  is  indeed  too  gracious  to 
Infult  his  fubje(5ls,  by  chufmg  his  firft  mini- 
fter  from  among  the  domeftics  of  the  Duke 
of  Bedford..  Th^t  would  have  been  too. grofs 
an  outrage  to,  the  tfiree  kingdoms.  Their 
purpofe  however  is  equally  anfwered  by 
pufliing  forward  this  ujihappy  figure,  and 
forcing  it  to.  bear  the  odium  of  mcafure?, 
which     they,    in     reality     diredl.      Without 

*  His  Lordfliip  remained  Prime  Minifter  tiJl  March 
J782. 
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immediately  appearing  to  govern,  they  pof- 
fefs  the  power,  and  diftributc  the  emoluments 
of  government  as  they  think  proper.  They 
ftill  adhere  to  the  fpirit  of  that  calculation, 
which  made  Mr.  Luttrell  reprefentative  of 
MidJlefcx.  Far  from  regreting  your  retreat, 
they  afllire  us  very  gravely,  that  it  increafes 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  miniftry.  According 
to  this  way  of  reafoning,  they  will  probably 
grow  ftronger,  and  more  flourifhing,  every 
hour  they  exift  :  for  I  think  there  is  hardly 
a  day  paffes  in  which  fome  one  or  other  of  his 
Majefty's  fervants  does  not  leave  them  to  im- 
prove by  the  lofs  of  his  alnftance.  But, 
alas !  their  countenances  fpeak  a  different 
language.  When  the  members  drop  off,  the 
main  body  cannot  be  infenfible  of  its  ap- 
proaching diflblution.  Even  the  violence  of 
their  proceedings  is  a  fignal  of  defpair.  Like 
broken  tenant?,  who  have  had  warning  to 
quit  the  premifss,  they  curfe  their  landlord, 
deftroy  the  fixtures,  throw  every  thing  into 
confuilon,  and  care  not    what  mifchief  they 

do  to  the  eftate. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER    LIII. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  J  g  March,   1770. 

I  BELIEVE  there  is  no  man,  however  in- 
different about  the  interefts  of  this  coun- 
try, who  will  not  readily  confefs  that  the 
fituation,  to  which  we  are  now  reduced, 
■whether  it  has  arifen  from  the  violence  of 
fa6lion,  or  from  an  arbitrary  fyftem  of  go- 
vernment, juftifies  the  moft  melancholy  ap- 
prehenfions,  and  calls  for  the  exertion  of 
whatever  wifdom  or  vigour  is  left  among  us. 
The  King's  anfwer  to  the  remonftrance  of 
the  city  of  London,  and  the  raeafures  fince 
adopted  by  the  miniftry,  amount  to  a  plain 
declaration,  that  the  principle  on  which 
Mr.  Luttrell  was  feated  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, is  to  be  fupported  in  all  its  confe- 
quences,  and  carried  to  its  utmoft  extent. 
The  fame  fpirit,  which  violated  the  freedom 
of  election,  now  invades  the  declaration  and 
bill  of  rights,  and  threatens  to  puniih  the  fub- 
jefl  for  exercifing  a  privilege,  hitherto  un- 
difputed,  of  petitioning  the  crown.  The 
grievances  of  the  people  are   aggravated  by 

in- 
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infults ;    their   complaints   not    merely   difre- 
garded,  but  checked  by  authority ;  and  every 
one  of  thofe  a6ts,  againft  which  they  remonr- 
ftrated,  confirmed  by  the  King's  decifive  ap- 
probation.    At   fuch   a   moment,   no    honefl 
man   will   remain  fdent  or   inaftive.     How- 
ever diftinguifhed  by  rank  or  property,  in  the 
rights  of  freedom  we  are  all  equal.     As  we 
are  Engliilimen,  the  Jeaft  confiderable  man; 
among  us  has  an  intereft  equal  to  the  proud- 
e&  nobleman,,  in  the  laws  and  conftitution  of 
his  country,   and   is   equally   called    upon  to 
make  a   generous  contribution  in  fupport  of 
them ; — ^whether  it  be  the  heart  to  conceive,. 
the  underftanding  to  dire6t,  or  the  hand  to 
execute.     It   is  a   common  caufe,   in  which 
we  are  all  interefted,,  in  which  W£  fhould  all; 
be  engaged.     The  man  who  deferts  it, at  this 
alarming    crifis  is   an  enemy  to  his  country,, 
and,   what     I    think    of   infinitely    lefs    im- 
portance,  a  t)-aitor  to   his    Sovereign..    The 
fubjeft,  who  is  truly  loyal   to  the  chief  mar 
giftrate,  will  neither,  advife  nor  fiihmit  to  ar- 
bitrary meafures.     The  city  of  London  have 
given   an  example,  which,  I  doubt  not,  will 
be  followed  by.  the  whole   kingdom.       The 
noble   fpirit   of   the   metropolis    is    the    life- 
blood   of  the  ftate,  colle6led   at  the   heart: 
from  that  point,  it  circulates,  with  health  and 
vigour,  through  every  artery  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.    The  time,  is  come,  when  the  body  of; 

the 
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the  Engl  I  (h  people  muft  aflert  their  own 
caufe  :  confcious  of  their  flrength,  and  ani- 
mated by  a  fenfe  of  their  duty,  they  will  not 
furrender  their  birthright  to  minifters,  parlia- 
ments, or  kings. 

The  city  of  London  have  exprefled  their 
fentiments  with  freedom  and  firmnefs ;  they 
have  fpoken  truth  boldly  j  and,  in  whatever 
light  their  remonftrance  may  be  reprefented 
by  courtiers,  I  defy  the  moft  fubtle  lawyer 
in  this  country  to  point  out  a  fingle  inftance, 
in  which  they  have  exceeded  the  truth.  Even 
that  allertion,  which  v/e  are  told  is  moft  of- 
fcnfive  to  parliament,  in  the  theory  of  the 
Englifli  conftitution,  is  flridlly  true.  If  any 
part  of  the  reprefentative  body  be  not  chofen 
by  the  people,  that  part  vitiates  and  corrupts 
the  whole.  If  ther,e  be  ^  defe£l  in-,  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  people,  that  power,  which, 
alone  is  equal  to  the  making  of  the  laws  in 
this  country,  is  not  complete,  and  the  a6ts 
of  parliament  under  that  circumftance,  are 
not  the  aiSts  of  a  pure  and  entire  legiflature. 
I  fpeak  of  the  theory  of  our  conftitution ;  and 
whatever  difficulties  or  inconveniencies  may 
attend  the  practice,  I  am  ready  to  maintain 
that,  as  far  as  the  fatSl  deviates  from  the  prin- 
ciple, fo  far  the  pradlice  is  vicious  and  corrupt. 
I  have  not  heard  a  queftion  raifed  upon  any 
Giber  part   of  the   romonftrance.      That  the 

prin- 
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principle,  on  which  the  Middlefex  eleilioii 
was  determined,  is  more  pernicious  in  its  cf- 
fei^ls,  than  either  the  levying  of  fhip-money, 
by  Charles  the  Firft,  or  the  fufpending  power 
afilimed  by  his  fon,  will  hardly  be  difputed 
by  any  man  who  underflands  or  wifhes  well 
to  the  Englifli  conftitution.  It  is  not  an  adl 
of  open  violence  done  by  the  King,  or  any 
direct  or  palpable  breach  of  the  laws  attempt- 
ed by  his  minifter,  that  can  ever  endanger 
the  liberties  of  this  country.  Againft  fuch  a 
Knig  or  minifter  the  people  would  immedi- 
ately take  the  alarm,  and  all  the  parties  unite 
to  oppofe  him.  The  laws  may  be  grofsly 
violated  in  particular  inftances,  without  any 
diresSl  attack  upon  the  whole  fyftem.  Fadts 
of  that  kind  ftand  alone  ;  they  are  attri- 
buted to  neceflity,  not  defended  by  prin- 
ciple. We  can  never  be  really  in  danger,  un- 
til the  forms  of  parliament  are  made  ufe  of  to 
deftroy  the  fubftance  of  our  civil  and  political 
liberties  ; — until  parliament  itfelr  betrays  its 
truft,  by  contributing  to  eftabliili  new  prin- 
ciples of  government,  and  employing  the  very 
weapons  committed  to  it  by  the  coUeftive 
body,  to  ftab  the  conftitution. 

As  for  the  terms  of  the  remonftrance,  I 
prefume  it  will  not  be  affirmed,  by  any  per- 
fon  Icfs  poliflied  than  a  gentleman  ufher, 
that  this  is  a  feafon  for  compliments.     Our 

gra- 
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gracious  King  indeed  is  abundantly  civil  to 
himfelf.  Inftead  of  an  anfwer  to  a  petition, 
his  majefty  very  gracefully  pronounces  his 
ovi'n  panegyric  ;  and  I  confefs,  that,  as  far 
as  his  perfonal  behaviour,  or  the  royal  purity 
of  his  intentions  is  concerned,  the  truth  of 
thofe  declarations,  which  the  minifter  has 
drawn  up  for  his  mafter,  cannot  decently  l>e 
difputed.  In  every  other  refpe£l,  I  affirm, 
that  they  are  abfolutely  unfupported,  either 
in  argument  or  fafl.  I  mull  add  too,  that 
fuppofing  the  fpeech  were  otherwife  unexcep- 
tionable, it  is  not  a  dire(St  anfwer  to  the  pe- 
tition of  the  city.  Flis  Majefty  is  pleafed  to 
fay,  that  he  is  always  ready  to  receive  the 
requefts  of  his  fubjefls ;  yet  the  (heriffs  were 
twice  fent  back  with  an  excufe,  and  it  was 
certainly  debated  in  council  whether  or  no 
the  magiftrates  of  the  city  of  London  fliould 
be  admitted  to  an  audience.  Whether  the 
remonftrance  be  or  be  not  injurious  to  parlia- 
ment, is  the  very  queftion  between  the  parlia- 
ment and  the  people,  and  fuch  a  queftion 
as  cannot  be  decided  by  the  aflertion  of  a 
third  party,  however  refpe6lable.  That  the 
petitioning  for  a  difiblution  of  parliament  is 
irreconcileable  with  the  principles  of  the  con- 
ftitution  is  a  new  do6lrine.  His  Majefty  per- 
haps has  not  been  informed,  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  themfelves  have,  by  a  formal  re- 
folution,   admitted  it  to   be   the  right  of  the 

fub- 
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fubje^l.  His  Majefty  proceeds  ta  alTure  us 
that  he  has  made  the  laws  the  rule  of  hiii 
conduct. — Was  it  in  ordering  or  permitting 
his  miniilers  to  apprehend  Mr.  Wilkes  by  a 
general  warrant  ?  —  Was  it  in  fuffering  his 
minifters  to  revive  die  obfolete  maxim  of 
niillmn  tc?npus  to  rob  the  Duke  of  Portland 
of  his  property,  and  thereby  give  a  decifive 
turn  to  a  county  elecStion  ? — Was  it  in  ere6t- 
ing  a  chamber  confultation  of  furgeons,  with 
authority  to  examine  into  and  fuperfede  the 
legal  verdi«5l  of  a  jury  ?  Or  did  his  Majefty 
confult  the  laws  of  this  country,  when  he 
permitted  his  lecretary  of  flate  to  declarej 
that  whenever  the  civil  magiflrate  is  trifled 
with,  a  military  force  muft  be  fcnt  for,  with- 
out the  delay  of  a  moment,  and  efFe6liially  em- 
ployed ?  Or  was  it  in  the  barbarous  exaftnefs 
with  which,  this  illegal,,  inhuman  do6trine 
was  carried  into  execution  ? — If  his  Majefty 
had  recolle6led  thefe  fa<5ts,  I  think  he  would 
never  have  faid,  at  leaft  with  any  reference 
to  the  meafures  of  his  government,  that  he 
had  made  the  laws  the  rule  of  his  condudl:. 
To  talk  of  preferving  the  aff"e6lions,  or  rely- 
ing on  the  fupport  of  his  fubjedts,  while  he 
continues  to  a(St  upon  thefe  principles,  is  in- 
deed paying  a  compliment  to  their  loyalty, 
which  I  hope  they  have  too  much  fpirit  and 
underftanding  to  defcrvc. 

His 
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His   A4ajeft:y,  we    are    told,     is   not  only 
punctual    in    the    performance    of    his   own 
duty,   but  careful  not  to  alTume  any  of  thofe 
powers  which  the   conftitution  has  placed  in 
other  hands.      Admitting    this    laft  aflertion 
to  be  ftriilly  true,   it  is  no  way  to  the  pur- 
pofe.     The  city  of  London   have  not  defired 
the   King  to  afl'ume  a  power  placed  in  other 
hands.      If  they  had,     I  fhould  hope  to  fee 
the  perfon,  who  dared  to  prcfent  fuch  a  pe- 
tition, immediately   impeached.       They   foil 
cit  their    Sovereign    to   exert    that  conltitu- 
tional  authority,  which  the  laws  have  veiled  in 
him,  for   the  benefit  of  his  fubje6ls.       They 
call  upon  him    to  make   ufe   of   his    lawful 
prerogative   in  a   cafe,  which   our  laws  evi- 
dently   fuppofed    might    happen,     fmce   they 
have  provided   for   it   by  trufling   the   Sove- 
reign with  a   difcretionary  power  to  diflblve 
the   parliament.      This    requeft    will,     I   am 
confident,     be    fupported    by    remonflrances 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom*.     His  Majefty 
will  find  at  laft,  that  this  is  the  fenfe  of  his 

•  When  the  King  had  done  reading  hlsfpeech,  the 
Lord  Mayor,  &c.  had  the  honour  of  kifling  his  Ma- 
jefty's  hand  ;  as  they  were  withdrawing,  his  Majefty  it 
is  faid  turned  round  to  his  courtiers,  ami  burji  out  a 

Nsrojiddlsd  'while  Reme  ivas  burning.    Jo  H  n  Ho R N  E . 

people, 
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people,  and  that  it  is  not  his  interefl;  to  fup- 
port  either  miniftry  or  parliament,  at  tiie 
hazard  of  a  breach  with  the  colleilive  body 
of  his  fubjedls. — That  he  is  the  King  of  a 
free  people,  is  indeed  his  greateft  glory. 
That  he  may  long  continue  the  King  of  a 
free  people,  is  the  fecond  wifh  that  animates 
my  heart.     The  firft  is  that  the  people 

MAY  BE  FREE. 

JUNIUS. 
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TO     THE     PRINTER     OF      THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  3  Jpril  1770. 

IN  my  lafl  letter  I  ofFered  you  my  opinion 
of  the  truth  and  propriety  of  his  Ma- 
jefVy's  anfwer  to  the  city  of  London,  con- 
fidering  it  mere'y  as  the  fpeech  of  a  minifter, 
drawn  up  in  his  own  defence,  and  delivered, 
as  ufual,  by  the  chief  magiftrate.  I  would 
feparate,  as  much  as  poflible,  the  King's 
perfonal  character  and  behaviour  from  the 
a6ls  of  the  prefent  government.  I  wifli  it  to 
be  underflood  that  his  Majefty  had  in  effe6t 
no  more  concern  in  the  fubftance  of  what  hi 
laid,  than  Sir  James  Hodges  had  in  the  re- 

monftrance, 
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monflrance,  and  that  as  Sir  James,  In  virtus 
of  his  office,  was  obliged  to  fpeak  his  fenti- 
ments  of  the  people,  his  Majefty  might  think 
himfelf  bound,  by  the  fame  official  obliga- 
tion, to  give  a  graceful  utterance  to  the  fenti- 
ments  of  his  minifter.  The  cold  formality 
of  a  wrell  repeated  leflbn  is  widely  diftant 
from  the  animated  expreffion  of  the  heart. 

This  diftinition,  however,  is  only  true 
with  relpe6t  to  the  meafure  itfelf.  The  con- 
fequences  of  it  reach  beyond  the  minifter, 
and  materially  affect  his  Majefty's  honour. 
In  their  own  nature  they  are  formidable 
enough  to  alarm  a  man  of  p:udence,  and  dif- 
graceful  enough  to  aiHi61:  a  man  of  fpirit.  A 
fubjc'Ct,  whofe  fincere  attachment  to  his  Ma- 
jefty's  perfon  and  family  is  founded  upon 
rational  principles,  will  not,  in  the  prefent 
conjuncture,  be  fcrupulous  of  alarming,  or 
even  of  affli^ling  his  Sovereign.  I  know 
there  is  another  fort  of  loyalty,  of  which  his 
Majefty  has  had  plentiful  experience.  When 
the  loyalty  of  Tories,  Jacobites,  and  Scotch- 
men, has  once  taken  pofTeffion  of  an  unhappy 
Prince,  it  fcldom  leaves  him  without  accom- 
plifhing  his  deftrudtion.  When  the  poifon 
of  their  doflrines  has  tainted  the  natural  bene- 
volence of  his  difpofition,  v/hen  their  infidi- 
ous  counfels  have  corrupted  the  Jiamina  of 
liis  government,    what   antidote   can    reflore 

hrna 
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him  to   his  political  health  and   honour,  but 
the  firm  fmcerity  of  his  EngUfh  TubjeiSls  ? 

It  has  not  been  ufual  in  this  country,  at 
Jeaft  fince  the  days  of  Charles  the  Firft,  to 
fee  the  Sovereign  perfonally  at  variance,  or 
engaged  in  a  direft  altercation  with  his  fub- 
jc6ts.  AcSIs  of  grace  and  indulgence  are 
wifely  appropriated  to  him,  and  fhould  con- 
fl:antly  be  performed  by  himfelf.  He  never 
fnould  appear  but  in  an  amiable  light  to  his 
fubjefts.  Even  in  France,  as  long  as  any 
ideas  of  a  limited  monarchy  were  thought 
worth  preferving,  it  was  a  maxim,  that  no 
man  fhould  leave  the  royal  prefence  difcon- 
tented.  They  have  loft  or  renounced  the 
moderate  principles  of  their  government, 
and  now,  when  their  parliaments  venture  to 
remonftrate,  the  tyrant  comes  forward,  and 
anfwers  abfolutely  for  himfelf.  The  fpirit 
of  their  prefent  conftitution  requires  that 
the  King  fhould  be  feared,  and  the  principle, 
I  believe,  is  tolerably  fupported  by  the 
fact.  But,  in  our  political  fyftcm,  the  theory 
is  at  variance  with  the  pradlice,  for  the  King 
fhould  be  beloved.  Mcafures  of  greater  feve- 
rity  may,  indeed,  in  fome  circumftaiKes, 
be  neceflary ;  but  the  minifter  who  advifes 
fliould  take  the  execution  and  odium  of  them 
entirely  upon  himfelf.  He  not  only  betrays  his 
mafter,  but  violates  the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh 

con- 
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conftitution,  when  he  cxpofes  the  chief  magi- 
flrate  to  the  pcrfonal  hatred  or  contempt  of  his 
fubje£ls.  When  we'  fpeak.  of  the  firmnefs  of 
government,  we  mean  an  uniform  fvftem  of 
mcafurcs,  deliberately  adopted,  and  refoUitely 
maintained  by  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  not 
a  peevifh  afpcrity  in  the  language  or  behaviour 
of  the  fcvereign.  The  government  of  a  weak:, 
irrefolute  monarch  may  be  wife,  moderate,  aiid 
firm  ; — that  of  an  obflinatc  capricious  prince, 
on  the  contrary,  may  be  feeble,  undetermined 
and  relaxed.  The  reputation  of  public  mea- 
fures  depends  upon  the  mii"i{ler,  who  is  re- 
fponfible,  not  upon  the  King,  whofe  private 
opinions  are  not  fuppofcd  to  have  any  weight 
againft  the  advice  of  his  counfel,  whofe  per- 
fonal  authority  fliould  therefore  never  be  in- 
terpofed  in  public  affairs, — This,  I  believe, 
is  true,  coaftitutional  doflrine.  But  for  a 
moment  let  us  fuppofe  it  falfe.  Let  It  be  taken 
fov  granted,  that  an  occafion  may  arife,  in 
which  a  King  of  England  iliall  be  com- 
pelled to  take  upon  himfeif  the  ungrateful 
office  of  rejecling  the  petitions,  and  cenfur- 
ing  the  condu6l  of  his  fubjedts ;  and  let  the 
City  remonilrance  be  fuppofcd  to  have 
created  fo  extraordinary  an  occafion.  On 
this  principle,  which  I  prefume  no  friend  of 
adminiftration  will  difputc,  let  the  wifdom 
and  fpirit  of  the  miniftry  be  examined.  They 
advife  the  King  to  hazard  his  dignity,  by  a 
Vol.  II.  D  pontive 
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poHtive    declaration    of   his   own   fentiments 
— they  fuggeft  to  him  a  language  full  of  fe- 
verity  and  reproach.     What  follows  ?    When 
his  Majefty  had   taken  fo  decifive  a  part  in 
fupport    of  his   miniftry   and   parliament,   he 
had  a  right  to  expe6i  from  them  a  reciprocal 
tlemonftration  of  firmnefs  in  their  own  caufe, 
and   of  their   zeal  for  his  honour.     He  had 
reafon   to   expeft    (and   fuch,    I    doubt    not, 
were  the  bluftering  promifes  of  Lord  North) 
that  the   perfons,   whom  he  had  been  advifed 
to  charge  with  having  failed  in  their  rcfpecSt 
to  him,  with  having  injured  parliament,   and. 
violated   the   principles    of    the    conftitution, 
Ihould    not  have    been    permitted    to   efcape 
without  fome  fevere  marks  of  the  difpleafure 
and   vengeance  of  parliament.     As  the  mat- 
ter  flands,    the    minifter,    after    placing    his 
fovereign   in    the  mofl:  unfavourable  iigiit   to 
his  fubje6ls,  and  after  attempting  to  fix  the 
ridicule   and  odium  of  his   own    precipitate 
meafures    upon    the    royal    characSler,    leaves 
him  a  folitary  figure  upon  the  fcene,  to  recal, 
if  he  can,  or  to  compenfate,  by  future  com- 
pliances,  for  one   unhappy   demonftration  of 
ill-fupported    firmnefs,     and    inefFe6lual     re- 
fentment.     As  a  man  of  fpirit,   his   Majefty 
cannot  but  be  fenfible,  that  the  lofty  terms 
in  which  he  was  perfuaded  to  reprimand  the 
city,   when  united   with   the  filly  conclufion 
of  the  bufinefs,  refemble  the  pomp  of  a  mock- 
tragedy, 
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tragedy,  where  the  moft  pathetic  fentiments, 
and  even  the  fufferings  of  tlie  hero  are  calcu- 
lated for  derifion. 

Such  has  been  the   boaftcd  firmnefs  and 
confiftency    of    a    minifler,     whofe    appear- 
ance in  the  houfe  of  commons   was  thought 
eflential   to  the  King's  f^rvice; — whofe  pre- 
fence  was  to   influence  every  divifion  ; — who 
had  a  voice  to  perfuade,  an  eye  to   penetrate, 
a  gefture  to  command.     The   reputation  of 
thefe   great-  quahties   has   been   fatal    to    his 
friends.     The    little    dignity    of    Mr,    Ellis 
has  been  committed.     The  mine  was  funk  ; — 
combuftibles   provided,     and    Welbore   Ellis, 
the  Guy  Faux  of  the  fable,  waited  only  for 
the   fignal    of  command.       All   of  a   fudden 
the  country   gentlemen  difcover  how  grofsly 
they    have    been     deceived ; — the    minifter's 
heart   fails   him,    the   grand   plot  is  defeated 
in   a  moment,   and   poor  Mr.  Ellis  and  his 
motion  taken  into  cuftody  *.     From  the  event 
of  Friday  laft,  one  would  imagine,  that  fome 
fatality  hung  over  this  gentleman.     Whether 
he  makes  or  fupprefles  a  motion,  he  is  equally 
fure  of  his  difgrace.     But  the  complexion  of 

*  Mr.  Ellis  intended  to  make  a  irotion  againft 
tlie  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs,  but  juft  as  he  rofe  in  the 
houfe  to  enter  upon  the  bufinefs,  a  meflage  from  the  ini- 
nitVer  made  him  fit  down.  The  affair  ended  in  a  vote 
•f  ccnfure  only. 

D  2  the 
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thc  tUr.cr,  ■will,  fufPtr  iio  inan  to  be  vicc-trea- 
iurer  of  Ireland  with  impunity. 

I  DO  not  mean  to  exprefs  the  fmalleft 
anxiety  for  the  minider's  reputation.  He 
acts  feparately  for  himfelf,  and  the  moft 
flumcful  inconfiftency  may  perhaps  be  no 
difgrace  to  him.  But  when  the  Sovereign, 
who  reprefcnts  the  majed-y  of  the  Hate,  ap- 
pears in  perfon,  his  dignity  fliould  be  fup- 
ported.  The  occafion  fiiould  be  important; 
— -the  plan  well  confidcrcd  ; — the  execution 
fteady  and  confiPient.  My  zeal  for  his  Ma- 
jefty's  real  honour  compels  me  to  aficrt,  that 
it  has  been  too  much  the  fyftem  of  the  pre- 
fent:  reign,  to  introduce,  him  perfonally,  either 
•to'  acl  for,  or.  to  defend  his  fervants.  They 
-.perfiade  him  to  do  what  is  properly  their 
bufm^fs)  and  defcrt  him  in  the  midft  of  it. 
^Yet  this  is  an  inconvenience,  to  which  he 
muft  for  ever  be  expofed,  while  he  adheres  to 
a  miniilry  divided  among  themfelves,  or  un- 
equal in  credit  and  ability  to  the  great  tafk 
they  have  undertaken.  Inftead  of  referving 
the  interpofition  of  the  royal  perfonage,  as 
the  laft  refource  of  government,  their  weak- 
nefs  obliges  him  to  apply  it  to  every  ordi- 
nary occafion,  and 'to 'render  it  cheap  and 
common  in  the  opinion  of  the  people.  In- 
fiead  of  fupporting  their  mafter,  they  look  to 
him  for  fupport  j   and,  for  the  emoluments  of 

remain- 
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rcmaininc:  one  day  more  in  office,  cr.re  not 
hov/  much  his  facred  chara6ler  is  prorcituted 
and  difhonoured. 

If  I  thought  it  poffible  for  th.is  pp.per  to 
reach  the  cloibt,  1  would  venture  to  appeal 
at  once  to  his  Majefty's  judgment.  I  would 
aP-i  him,  but  rn  the  moft  refpedlful  term?, 
"  As  you  are  a  young  m.an,  Sir,  who  ought 
"  to  have  a  life  of  happlnefs  in  prcfpc(5l  j — ' 
"  as  you  are  a  hufband  ; — as  you  ure  a  father, 
"  [your  filial  duties  I  own  l»a\'e  been  reli- 
"  gioufly  performed]  is  it  hona  jide  for  your 
"  intercft  or  ycur  honour  to  facrilice  your 
"  domcfdc  tranquillity;  ^rA  to  live  in  a 
"  perpetual  difagrecmcnt  with  year  people, 
"  merely  to  prcfen^e  fuch  a  chain  of  beings 
"  as  North,  iiarrington,  Weymouth,  Gov/er, 
***  E)lis>  Ondovv,  Rigby,  Jerry  Dyfcn,  and 
*'  Sandwich  ?  Their  very  names  are  a  fatire 
"  upon  all-  government,  and  I  defy  tlic  gr;ivcft 
"  of  your  chaplains  to  read  the  catalogue 
^  without  laughing." 

For  my  ov/n  part.  Sir,  I  ha\x- a!vvays■con- 
f  tiered  addreffes  from  j-^rliament  as  a  faftiion- 
cblr,  unmeaning  formality.  Ufurper?,  ideots, 
and  tyrants  have  been  fuccefTively  compli- 
mented with  almofc  the  fuiie  prcfeffions  of 
duty  and  aficGion.  Cut  let  us  fuppofe  them 
tc  ir.eaii  e;:acily  what  ihcv  profefs.  The  co:i- 
D   3;  feq_iiences 


<4  L  S  r  T  E  R.  S      O  F 

requences  deferve  to  be  confidered.  Either 
the  fovereign  is  a  man  of  high  fpirit  and  dan- 
gerous ambition,  ready  to  take  advantage  of 
the  treachery  of  his  parliament,  ready  to  ac- 
cept of  t'le  furrender  th^y  make  him  of  die 
public  lib-rty  ; — or  he  is  a  mild,  undefigning 
prince,  who,  provided  they  indulge  him  with 
a  little  ftate  and  pageantry,  v/ould  of  himfelf 
intend  no  mifchief.  On  the  f.rft  fuppofitiotiy 
it  hiufl  foon  be  decided  by  the  fword,  whether 
the  conilitution  fliould  be  lofl  or  preferved. 
On  the  (econd,  a  prince  no  way  qualified  for 
the  execution  of  a  great  and  hazardous  en- 
terprize,  and  without, any  determined  objc£l 
in  view,  may  neverthelefs  be  driven  into  fuch 
defperate  mcafures,  as  may  lead  dire611y  to  his 
ruin,  or  difgrace  hiirfelf  by  a  fliameful  fluc- 
tuation between  the  extremes  of  violence  at 
one  moment,  and  timidity  at  another.  The 
miuifler  perhaps  may  have  reafon  to  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  the  prefent  hour, 
and  with  the  profits  of  his  employment.  He 
is  the  tenant  of  the  day,  and  has  no  intereft  in 
the  inheritance.  The  fovereign  himfelf  is 
bound  by  other  obligations,  and  ought  to  look 
forward  to  a  fupcrior,  a  permanent  interefh 
His  paternal  tendernefs  fhould  remind  hitn 
hov/  many  hoflages  he  has  given  to  fociety. 
The  ties  of  nature  come  powerfully  in  aid  of 
oaths   and  proteftations.      The   father,  who 

con- 
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c^nfiders  his  own  precarious  ftate  of  health, 
and  the  poflible  hazard  of  along  minority,  will 
wifh  to  fee  the  fiimily  eftate  free  and  unincum- 
bered. What  is  the  dignity  of  the  crown, 
thouo-h  it  were  really  maintained ; — what  is 
the  honour  of  parliament,  fuppofuig  it  could 
exifc  \.'lthout  any  foundation  of  integrity  and 

juftice ; or  what  is  the  vain  reputation  of 

firmnefs,  even  if  the  fcheme  of  the  govern- 
ment were  uniform  and  confiftent,  compared 
with  the  heart-felt  afFe6lions  of  the  people,, 
with  the  happmefs  and  fccurity  of  the  royal 
family,  or  even  with  th.;  grateful  acclama- 
tioii  of  the  populace  !  Whatever  flyle  of 
contempt  may  be  adopted  by  miniflers  or  par- 
liaments, no  man  fmcercly  defpifes  the  voice 
of  the  Englilh  nation.  The  houfe  of  com- 
mons are  only  interpreters,  whofe  duty  it  is 
to  convey  thj  fenfe  of  the  people  faithfully 
to  the  crown.  If  the  interpretation  be  falfe 
or  imperfe6l,  the  conftituent  powers  are  called 
upon  to  deliver  their  own  fentiments.  Their 
fpeech  is  rude,  but  intelligible  j— their  gef-. 
tures  fierce,  but  full  of  explanation.  Unper- 
plexed  by  fophiftries,  their  lioneft  eloquence 
rifes  into  action.  Their  firft  appeal  was  to 
the  integrity  of  their  reprefentatives  : — the 
fecond  to  the  King's  juftice  ; — the  laft  argu- 
ment of  the  people,  v^henever  they  have  re- 
eourfe  to  it,,  will  carry  more  perhaps  than 
D  4  perfua- 
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pcrfuafion   to  parliament,   or   llipplication   to 
the  throne. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LV. 

T-Q     THE     PRINTER     OF    THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  2.8  Mayyi'iio. 

HILE  parliament  was  fitting-,  It 
v/culd  neither  have  b'iini  fafe,  nor 
perhaps  quite  regular,  to  ofFer  any  opinion  to 
the  public,  upon  the  juflice  or  wifdom  of 
their  proceedings.  To  pronounce  fairly 
upon  their  condus5>,  it  was  neceflary  to  wait 
luitil  we  could  confider,  in  one  view,  the  be- 
ginning, progrefs,  and  conclufion  of  their 
deliberations.  The  caufe  of  the  public  was 
undertaken  and  fapported  by  men,  whofe 
abilities  and  united  authority,  to  fay  nothing 
of  the  advantageous  ground  they  itood  on, 
might  well  be  thought  fufHcient  to  determine- 
a  popular  queftion  in  favour  of  the  people. 
Neither  was,  the  houf?  q£  commons  fo  abfo- 
lutcly  engaged  in  defence  of  the  miniftry,  or 
even  of  their  own  rcfplutions,  but  that  they. 
might  have  paid  fom.e  decent  regard  to  the 
known  difpofition  of  their   qonflitupnt?,  and 

without 
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vAO?X)\\'i  any  (liilioncur  to  their  firmnef^;,  niight 
h'lve  retracted  an  opinion  too  hafiily  adopted, 
Vvhen  they  iaw  the  alarm  it  had  created,  and 
how  ftrongly  it   ^yas  opp3(^:;d  by  the  general 
fenfe  of  the  nation.     The  niiniflry  too  v/culd 
have  confulted  their  ov/n  immediate  interefl-,. 
in  making  fomc  conceiiioa  fatisfac^ory  to  the 
iBode^rate  part  of  the  people.    'Witlicut  touch- 
•hig  the  fact,   they   might   have   conlbnted  to 
<2:uard  aeainil,.  or  give  up  the  dangerous  prin- 
ciple on  which   it    vi'as  eftabliihed.'    In  this 
flate  of  thingF,  I  think  it  v/as  highly  impro- 
bable  at   the   beginning   of  the   icfHon,   that 
the  complaints  of  the   people  upon   aniatter, , 
which,   m  their  apprehenfion  at  leaft,   imme- 
<!iately  aflecled   the   Yxfc   of  the  conftitution, 
would  be  treated  v/Jth.  as  much  contempt  by 
their   o'.vn   reprefentatives,  and  by  the  houfe 
of  lord?,  as  th'-:y  had  been  by  the  other  branch 
of  the  legifiaturc.     Defpairing  cf  tlieir  inte- 
grit)'',   v/e   had   a    right   to   expecl  fomething 
from   their    prudence,    aixi    fomcihing    from 
their  fears..  'The  Duke  of  Grafton  certainly 
did  not  farefee  to  v/hat  an  extent  the  corrup- 
tion  of  a  parliament  might  te  carried.     He 
thought,    perhaps, '  tlvat  there- was  ftill  fomc 
portion  of  fliame  or  virtue  left  in-  the  majority; 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  that  there  was 
u  line   in    public   proftitution,  b/cyond  which- 
they  would  fcru})lc  to  proceed.   Had  the  young, 
man  been  a  little  more  pratStifed  in  the  worldy. 
D  5  oi. 
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or  had  lie  ventured  to  meafure  the  charaflers 
of  other  men  by  his  own,  he  would  not  have 
been  lb  eafily  difcouraged. 

The  prorogation  of  parliament  naturally 
calls  upon  us  to  review  their  proceedijig?, 
and  to  confider  the  condition  in  which  they 
have  left  the  kingdom.  I  do  not  queftion 
but  they  have  dene  what  is  ufually  called  the 
King's  bufmefs,  much  to  his  Majefly's  fa- 
tisfaction.  We  have  only  to  lament,  that, 
in  confequence  of  a  fyflem  introduced  or  re- 
vived in  the  prefent  reign,  this  kind  of  merit 
fliould  be  very  confifbent  with  the  negle6l  of 
every  duty  they  owe  to  the  nation.  The  in- 
terval between  the  opening  of  the  laft  and 
clofe  of  the  formiCr  feffion  was  longer  than 
ufual.  Whatever  were  the  views  of  the  mi- 
nifter  in  deferring  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
fufficient  time  was  certainly  given  to  every 
member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  to  look 
back  upon  the  fteps  he  had  taken,  and  the 
confequences  they  had  produced.  The  zeal 
of  party,  the  violence  of  perfonal  animofities, 
and  the  heat  of  contention  had  leifure  to  fub- 
fidc.  From  that  period,  whatever  refolution 
they  took  was  deliberate  and  prepenfe.  Li 
the  preceding  feflion,  the  dependants  of  the 
minilrry  had  affected  to  believe,  that  the  final 
determination  of  the  queftion  would  have  fa- 
tisfied  the  nation,  or  at  leaft  put  a  flop  to 

their 
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their  complaints ;  as  if  the  certainty  of  an- 
evil  could  climinifh  the  fenfe  of  it,  or  the  na- 
ture of  injuftice  could  be  altered  by  decifion. 
But  they  found  the  people  of  England  were 
in  a  temper  very  diftant  from  fubmifilon  ^ 
and,  although  it  was  contended  that  the  houfe 
of  commons  could  not  themfclves  reverfe  a 
refolution,  which  had  the  force  and  cffeiSt  of 
a  judicial  fentence,  there  were  other  conftitu- 
tional  expedients^  which  would  have  given  a 
fccurity  againft  any  fu-nilar  attempts  for  the 
future.  The  general  propofition,  in  which 
the  whole  country  had  an  intereft,  might 
have  been  reduced  to  a  particular  fail,  in' 
which  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Luttrell  would 
alone  have  been  concerned.  The  houfe  of 
lords  might  interpofe  ; — the  King  might  dif- 
folve  the  parliament; — or,  if  every  other  re- 
fource  failed,,  there  ftill  lay  a  grand  conftitu- 
tional  writ  of  error,  in  behalf  of  the  people,, 
from  the  decifion  of  one  court,  to  the  wif- 
dom  of  the  whole  legiflature.  Every  one  of 
thefe  remedies  has  been  fuccelHvely  attempt- 
ed. The  people  performed  their  part  with 
dignity,  fpirit,  and  perfeverance.  For  many 
months  his  Majefty  haard  nothing  from  his. 
people  but  the  language  of  complaint  and  rc- 
fentment  \ — unhappily  for  this  country,  it 
was  the  daily  triumph  of  his  courtiers  that  he 
heard  it  with  an  indifference  approaching  to> 
contempt, 

D  6  Thb 
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Tke  houfc;  of  comraons  liavlng  aflumed  ii 
power  unknown  to  the  conftitution,  v.'cre 
determined  not  merely  to  fupport  it  in  tiie 
fjnglc  iaftance  in  queilion,,  but  to  maintain 
the  doclrinc  in  its  utmoft  extent^  and  to 
cfL-ablidi  the  feet  as  a  precedent  in  law,  to  be 
applied  in  vvliatcvcr  manner  his  Majelly's 
fervants  ftiould  hereafter  think  fit.  Their 
proceedings  upon  this  occafion  are  a  ftrong 
proof  tliat  a  decificn,  in  the  firft  inftance  il- 
legal and  anjufl-,.  can  only  he  fapported  by  a, 
centiriuation  of  falfehood  and  injuflice.  To 
fupport  ti:ieir  former  rcfolutions,,  they  were 
obliged  to  violate  fome  of  the  beft  known- 
and  eilablilhed  rules  of  the  houfe.  In  one 
inftance  they  v/ent  fo  fir  as  to  declare,  in 
open  defiance  of  truth  and  common  fcnfe, 
that  it  was  not  the  rule  of  the  houfe  to  di- 
vide a  complicated  queftion,  at  the  rcqueft 
of  a  m.ember  *.  But  after  trampling  upon 
the  laws  of  the  land,  it  v/as  not  wonderful- 
that  they. fhouid« treat  the  private  reguiations- 
of  their  own  afcnibly  v.ith  equal  c'ifregard. 
'^ilic  fpcakcr,  being  young  in^  cfHce,  began 
wiih  prvtended  ignorance,,  and  ended  with 
decidijig  for  the  miuiftry.  We  were  not, 
furprifed    at   the  decifion  i    but  he'hefitatcd^ 

*  Tars    refolution    appears   irv  the  votes   of  tlie 
hQuie. 
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snd  blufiied    at  his  oa-ii   balencff,   and  evciy 
mail  was  aftonlihed  f. 

The  intereit  of  the  public  was  vigoroufly 
fupported  in  the  houfe  of  lords.    Their  right 
to  defend    tlie    conftitution    i'.giinft    an     iji- 
croachment  of  the  other  efciter,  and  tht  ne- 
cefiity  of  exerting  ic  at  thi?^  period,  was  urged- 
to  them  with  every  argument,  th.at  could    b- 
fjppofei  to  influence  the  heart  or  the  undtr- 
{ianding.       But  it  foon    appeared,    that  they 
had  already  taken^ their  part,  ?rA  were  detcr- 
Hiined'to  fupport  the  houfe  of  common?,  not., 
only  at  the    expoice    of  truth   and    de.cency, . 
but  even  by  a  furrender  of  tlicir  ow-n   iv.c/3:. 
iinportant  r'ghtF.     Liftead  of  perforniing  that: 
duty   which    the    conflitiiticn    e':pecl:ed,  from 
theoiti-ii  return  for  the  dignity,  and  iirJepen- 

f  WhVN  it  was  a  ineafiire  orirpvcrrmenf  to  de^lroy 
Mr.  Wilkes,  and  when  for  this  ])urpoie  it  >V35  necefrarv 
fo  run  down  privilege^  Sir  Fletcher  Norton,  with  his 
uiiial  prodit'.ircd  eftVontery,  jHUitcd  the  lioviJe  of.  cpm- 
irions,  that  he  (liouldp-jy  as  little  regard  to  one  of  their. 
votes,  as  he  would  to  z  refolution  cil  lu  mnny  dninkcn 
porters.  Ben  Jonfoh.  d.efcribes  a  lawyer  in  the  fol- 
lowing lines  :. 

*<  Gives  fotked  counfel ;  .takes  provoking. gold, 

*<  O/i  either  katid,  and  puis  it  up. 

<*  Sb  wife,  fo  grave,  of  fo  perplexed  a  tongue, 

H  And  lo:uiv\{\\z\,  that  woxild  jioj;  wag,  nor  fcarce 

"  Lie  Hill  withouf  a  fee.''' 
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dence  of  their  ftation,  in  return  for  the  here- 
ditary fhare  it  has  given  lircm   in  the  le£';ifla- 
ture,    the  majority   of    them    made   common 
caufe  with  the  other  houfe  in  oppreffing   the 
people,    and   eftablifhed   another    doilrine    as 
falie  in  itfelf,  and  if  poilible    more  pernicious 
to  the  conftitution,  than  that  on  which  the 
Middlefex  election  was   determined.     By  re- 
folving,  "■  that  they  had  no  right  to  impeach 
"  a  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  commons   in 
"  any  cafe  whatfoever,  where  that  houfe  has 
"  a    competent   jurifdiflion,"    they   in   effect 
gave   up  that  conftitutional   check  and  reci- 
procal controul  of  one  branch  of  the  legifla- 
ture    over    the    other,  which  is  perhaps    the 
greateft  and  moft  important  object   provided 
for   by  the  divifion   of   the  whole  legifhtive 
power  into  three  eflates ;    and    now,  let  the 
judicial  decifiorw  of  the  houfe  of  commons  be 
ever  fo  extravagant,  let  their  declarations   of  ' 
the  law  be  ever  fo  flagrantly  falfe,  arbitrar)^, 
and  oppreffive  to   the   fubjedl',   the   houfe    of 
lords  have    impofed    a    flavifh    fdence   upon 
themfelves  i  —  they   cannot   interpofe,  • — they 
cannot  prote£t   the  fubjecl, — tl^ey  cannot  de- 
fend the  laws  of  their   country.     A   cancefr- 
fion  fo  extraordinary  in  itfelf,  fo  contradictory 
to   the   principles   of    their    own    inftitution, 
cannot    but    alarm    the    moft     unfufpedling 
raind.      We    may    well    conclude,     that  the 
lords  would  hardly  have  yielded  fo  much  to 

the 
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the  ether  houfe,  without  the  certauity  of  a 
compenfation,  which  can  only  be  made  to 
them  at  the  expence  of  the  people.  The 
arbitrary  power  they  have  aflumed  of  im- 
pofing  fines  and  committing,  during  pleafure, 
will  now  be  exercifed  in  its  full  extent.  The 
houfe  of  commons  are  too  much  in  their  debt 
to  queftion  or  interrupt  their  proceedings. 
The  crown  too,  we  may  be  well  afTuretl,  will 
lofe  nothing  in  this  new  diflribution  of 
power.  After  declaring,  that  to  petition  for 
a  diflblution  of  parliament  is  irreconcileable 
with  the  principles  of  the  conflitution,  his 
Majefty  has  reafon  to  expe£l  that  fome  extra- 
ordinary compliment  will  be  returned  to  the 
Royal  prerogative.  The  three  branches  o£ 
the  legiflature  feeni  to  treat  their  feparate 
rights  and  interefts  as  the  Roman  Triumvirs 
did  their  friends.  They  reciprocally  facrifice 
them  to  the  animofities  of  each  other,  and 
eftablifh  a  deteftable  union  among  themfelves, 
upon  the  ruin  of  the  laws  and  liberty  of  the 
comm.onwealth. 

Through  the  whole  proceedings  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  in  this  feffion,  there  is  an 
apparent,  a  palpable  confcioufnefs  of  guilt, 
which  has  prevented  their  daring  to  aflert 
their  own  dignity,  where  it  has  been  imme- 
diately and  grofsly  attacked.  In  the  courfe 
of  Do6lor    Mufgrave's  examination,,  he  faid 

every 
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ev>:ry  thirig  th^t  can  be  concuvcd  morUf</~ 
ing  to  iiidividuals,  or  ofFenfive  to  the  hbufe. 
They  voted  his  information  frivolous,  but 
they  we;-  ir^-ed  byhis  hrauiefs  and  integrity,, 
and  funk  under  it.  Ths  terms,.,  vn  which 
the  fale  of  a  patent  to  Mr.  Hine  were  c-P:'^-. 
municatcd  to  the  public,  naturally  called"' 'for 
a  pariiaiTicntary  enquiry.  The  integrity  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  v,-qs  dire61:ly  impeach- 
ed ;  but  they  had'  net  courage  to-  move  in 
their  cwa  vindication,.,  becaufe  the  enquiry 
would  b<^ve  b^en  fata]  to  Colonel  ijurgoyne,- 
and  the  ]3uk:e  of  Grafton.  When  Sir  Georo-e. 
Savile  branded  them  with  the  name  of  trai- 
tors to  their  confdturntf",  wlion  the  Lord 
Mayor,  the  SheriC^^  a; J  Mr,  Treco thick,, 
exprefsly  a^/owed  and  maintained  every  part 
of  the  city:  rernonfl-rance,. why  did  they  tamely 
fubmit  to  be  infultcJ:?  Wky  did' they  not 
immediately  expel  thofe  refradiory  members  ? 
Confcious  of  the  motives,  on  v/hich  tli<;y  had. 
acled,  they  prudently  pr.&ferre.d  ixifamy.  to 
danger,  and  v/cre  better  prepared  to  meet  the 
contempt,  than  to  raufe  the  indignation  of 
the  who'c'  people.  Had  they  cxpelted  thofe 
live  members,  the  confequenccs  of  the  new 
do'5lrine  of  ineapacitaiian  would  have  come 
iftirrsediately  home  to  every  man.  The  truth', 
of  it  would  then  have  been  fairly  tried,  vAih-. 
out  any  reference  to  Mr.  Wilkes's  private 
charafter,  or  the  dignity  of  the  houfe,  or  the 
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obftlnacr  of  one  particular  county.  Thefe 
topics,  I  know,  have  had  their  v/eight  with 
men,  who  affeiSling  a  chara6ler  of  modera- 
tion, in  reality  confult  nothing  but  their 
own  immediate  eafc  ; — ^who  are  v/cak  enough, 
to  acquiefce  under  a  flagrant  violation  of  the 
laws,  when  it  does  not  directly  touch  th^m- 
felves,  and  care  not  what  injitftice  is  pra£tifed 
upon  a  man,  whofe  moral  charafter  they 
pioufly  think  thcmfelves  obliged  to  condemn. 
In  any  other  circumftances,  the  houfe  of 
commons  -muft  have  forfeited  all  credit  and" 
dignity,  if,  after  fucli  grofs  provocation, 
they  had  permitted  thofe  five  gentlemen  to 
fit  any  longer  am^ong  them.  We  fliould  then 
have  feen  and  felt  the  operation  of  a  prece- 
dent, which  is  reprefented  to  be  perfectly  bar- 
ren and  harmlefs.  But  there  is  a  fet  of  men 
in  this  country,  whofs  underftandings  raea-> 
fure  the  violation  of  law,  by  the  magnitude- 
qf  the  inltance,  not  by  the  important  confe- 
quences,  which  flow  diresStly  from  the  prin- 
ciple,, and  the-  minifter,  I  prefume,  did  not- 
think  it  fafe  to  quicken,  their  apprehenfions 
too  foon.  Had  Mr.  Hampden  reafoned  and 
a<5led  like  the  moderate  men  of  thefe  da}«;,  in- 
ftead  of  hazardina;  his  whole  fortune  in  a 
law-fuit  with  the  crown,  he  would  have 
quietly  paid  the  twe-nty  (hillings  demanded  of 
him, — the  Stuart  family  would  probably  have 
cofitittucd  upon  the  throne,  and,,^  at  this  mo- 
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ment,  the  .impofition  of  fhip-money  would 
have  been  an  acknowledged  prerogative  of 
the  crown. 

What  then  has  been  the  bufinefs  of  the 
fefiion,  after  voting  the  fupphes,  and  confirm- 
ing the  determination  of  the  Middlefex  elec- 
tion ?    The   extraordinary  prorogation  of  the 
Irifh  parliament,  and  the  juft  difcontents  of  that 
kingdom,  have  been  pafled  by  without  notice. 
Neither  the  general  fituation  of  our  Colonies,, 
nor  that  particular  diftrefs  which  forced  the 
inhabitants   of  Bodon   to    take   up   arms   in 
their  defence,  have  been  thought  worthy  of  a 
moment's    ccnfideration.      In   the   repeal    of 
thofe   a(Sts,    which    were    moft    ofFenfive    to 
America,   the    parliament    have    done     every, 
thing,  but  remove  the  offence.     They  have 
relinquifhed     the     revenue,     but    judicioufly 
taken  care  to  preferve  the   contention.     It  is 
not  pretended  that  the  continuation  of  the  tea 
duty  is  to  produce  any  diredl  benefit  whatfo- 
ever  to  the  mother  country.     What  is  it  then 
but  an  odious,  unprofitable  exertion  of  a  fpe- 
culative  right,   and  fixing  a  badge  of  flavcry 
upon  the  Americans,   without  fervice  to  their 
mafters  ?    But  it  has  pleafed  God  to  give  us 
a  miniftry  and  a  parliament,  who  are  neither 
to  be  perfuaded  by  argument,  nor  inftru6led 
by  experience, 

Lord 
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Lord  North,  I  prefume,  will  not  claim 
an  extraordinary  merit  from  any  thing  he  has 
clone  this  year  in  the  improvement  or  appli- 
cation of  the  revenue.  A  great  operation, 
directed  to  an  important  objeil,  though  it 
Ihould  fail  of  fuccefs,  marks  the  geniu?,  and 
elevates  the  character  of  a  minifler.  A  poor 
contra61:ed  underftanding  deals  in  little 
fchemes,  which  difhonour  him  if  they  fail, 
and  do  him  no  credit  when  they  fucceed. 
Lord  North  had  fortunately  the  means  in  his 
poflefHon  of  reducing  all  the  four  per  cents  at 
once.  The  failure  of  his  firft  enterprizc  in 
finance  is  not  half  fo  difgraccful  to  his  repu- 
tation as  a  minifter,  as  the  entcrprize  itlelt  is 
injurious  to  the  public.  Inftead  of  ftriking 
one  deciuve  blov/,  which  would  have  cleared 
the  market  at  once,  upon  terms  proportioned 
to  the  price  of  the  four  per  cents  fix  weeks 
ago,  he  has  tampered  with  a  pitiful  portion 
of  a  commodity,  which  ought  never  to  have 
been  touched  but  in  grofs  5— he  has  given 
notice  to  the  holders  of  that  ftock,  of  a  de- 
fign  formed  by  government  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  furrender  it  by  degree?,  confequent- 
]y  has  warned  them  to  hold  up  and  inhance 
the  price  ; — fo  that  the  plan  of  reducing  the 
four  per  cents  muft  either  be  dropped  entirely, 
or  continued  with  an  increafmg  difadvantage 
to  the  public.  The  mini^rer's  fagacity  has 
ferved  to  raife  the  value  of  the  thing  he  means 
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to  purchafe,  and  to  fink  that  of  the  three  per 
GentSj  which  it  is  his  purpofe  to  fell,  In 
effect,  he  has  contrived  to  make  it  the  intercfl 
of  the  proprietor  of  four  per  cents  to  fell  out 
and  buy  three  per  cents  in  the  market,  rather 
than  fubfcribe  his  floek  upon  any  terms,  that 
can  poifibly  be  ofFered  by  government. 

The  ftate  of  the  nation  leads  us  naturally 
to  confidcr  the  fituation  of  the  King.,  'Thj 
prorogation  of  parliament  has  the  effe<Sl  of  a 
temporary  difTolution.  The  odium  of  mea-- 
fines  adopted  by  the,  colle^live  body  f.ts 
lightly  upon  the  feparate  members,  who 
compofed  it.  They  retire  into  fummer 
quarters,,  and  refl  fiom  the  difgraceful  la-- 
bours  of  the  campaign.  Eut  as  for  the  So^ 
vereign,  //  is  notfo  with  hhn.  He  has  a  per- 
manent exiftence  in  this  country ;  He  can- 
not withdraw  himfelf  from  the  complaint^:-,, 
the  difcontent^,  the  reproaches  of  his  fub- 
je6ls.  They  purfue  him  to  his  retirement,, 
and  invade  his  domeftic  happinefs,  when  no 
addrcfs  can  be  obtained  from  an  obicquious 
parliament  to  eneourage  or  confole  him.  In 
other  times,  the  intereil  of  the  King  and 
people  of  England  was,  as  it  ought  to  be, 
entirely  the  fame.  A  new  fyilem  has  not 
only  been  adopted  in  fa£V,  but  profcfrcJ  upon 
principle.  Mijiillcrs  are  no  longer  the  pu!)- 
lic  fcrvartts  of  the  ftate^  but  the  private  do- 
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medics    of  the    Sovereign.     One    particular 
dais  of  men  are   permitted  to  call  thcmfelvcs 
the  King's  friends  j  *  as   if  the  bpdy  of  the 
people  were  tlie  King's  enemies ;  or,  as  if  his 
Majefty  looked  for  a  refource  or  cohfolation, 
in  the  attachment  of  a  few  favourites,  aga;nft 
the   general  contempt  and  dcteftation  of  his 
fubjeds.      Edward,  and   Richard  the  fecond, 
made  the  fame   diftin£lion  between  the  col- 
ledtive  body  of  the  people,  and  a  contemptible 
party  who  furrounded  the  throne.     I'he  event 
of  their  miftaken  condudt  might  have  been  a 
warning  to  their  fuccelTors.     Yet  the  errors 
of   thofe    princes  were  not  without  excufe. 
They  had  as  many'falfe  friends,  as  our  pre- 
ferrt  gracious  Sovereign,  and  infinitely  greater 
temptations  to  feducc  them.     They  were  nei- 
ther fober,  religious,  nor  demure.     Intoxicated 
with  ple^fufe,    they  wafted   thejr   inheritance 
in  purfuit  of  it.     ITicir  lives  were  like  a  rapid 
torrent,   brilliant   in   profpeci:,   though  ufelefs 
or  dangerous  in  its  courfe.     In  the  dull,  un- 
animated   exiflence  of  other  princes,   we  fee 
nothing  but  a  fickly,  .ftagnant  water,  which 

*  Daven  ant's  chaiaiSler  of  King's  fiierds.  "  An 
"  ignorant,  mercenary,  vtnd  lervlle  crew  ;  unanimcns 
"  in  evil,  dllig'tnt  in  mifchief,  variable  in  principles, 
"  conftant  to  fiatrery,  talkers  for  liberty,  but  fluves  to 
**  power  y — ftiling  themltlves  the  court  party,  and  the 
**  prince's  only  friends." 

taints 
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taints  the  atmofphere  without  fertilizing  the 
foil. — The  morality  of  a  King  is  not  to  be 
nieafured  by  vulgar  rules.  His  fituation  is 
fingular.  There  are  faults  which  do  him 
honour,  and  virtues  that  difgrace  him.  A 
faultlefs,  infipid  equality  in  his  charader,  Is 
neither  capable  of  vice  nor  virtue  in  the  ex- 
treme ;  but  it  fecures  his  fubmiffion  to  thofe 
perfons,  whom  he  has  been  accuftomed  to 
refpett,  and  makes  him  a  dangerous  inftru- 
ment  of  their  ambition.  Secluded  from  the 
world,  attached  from  his  infancy  to  one  fet 
of  perfons,  and  one  fet  of  ideas,  he  can  nei- 
ther open  his  heart  to  new  connedlions,  nor 
his  mind  to  better  information.  A  charadter 
of  this  fort  is  the  foil  fitteft  to  produce  that 
obftinate  bigotry  in  politics  and  religion, 
which  begins  with  a  meritorious  facrifice  of 
the  underftanding,  and  finally  conduds  the 
monarch  and  the  martyr  to  the  block. 

At  any  other  period,  I  doubt  not,  the  fcan- 
dalous  diforders,  which  have  been  introduced 
into  the  government  of  all  the  dependencies 
in  the  Empire,  would  have  roufed  the  atten- 
tion of  the  public.  The  odious  abufe  and 
proftitution  of  the  prerogative  at  home, — the 
unconftitutional  employment  of  the  military, 
— the  arbitrary  fines  and  commitments  by  the 
houfe  of  lords,  and  court  of  king's  bench  ; — 
the  mercy  of  a  chafte  and  pious  Prince  ex- 
tended 
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tended  chearfully  to  a  wilful  murderer,  be-^ 
caufe  that  murderer  is  the  brother  of  a  com- 
mon proflitute  *,  would,  I  think,  at  any  other 
time,  have  excited  univerfal  indignation. 
But  the  daring  attack  upon  the  conftitution, 
in  the  Middlefex  election,  makes  us  callous 
and  -indifferent  to  inferior  grievances.  No 
man  regards  an  eruption  upon  the  furface, 
when  the  nobler  parts  are  invaded,  and  he 
feels  a  mortification  approaching  to  his  heart. 
The  free  ele6iion  oi'  our  reprefentatives  in 
parliament  comprehends,  becaufe  it  is,  the 
fource  and  fecurity  of  every  right  and  privilege 
of  the  Englifli  nation.  The  miniflry  have 
realized  the  compendious  ideas  of  Caligula. 
They  know  that  the  liberty,  the  laws,  and 
property  of  an  Englifhman  have  in  truth  but 
one  neck,  and  that  to  violate  the  freedom  of 
election,  ftrikes  deeply  at  them  all. 

JUNIUS. 

*  Miss  Kennedy.  Her  brothers  were  condemned 
for  the  murder  of  a  watchman.  The  intereft  of  her  pa- 
ramours procured  them  a  pardon. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LVI. 

TO       LORD       NORTPI. 

M  Y    L  O  R  D,  22  ^:f^.  1770. 

'R.  Luttrell's  fervices  were  the  chief 
fupport  and  ornament  of  the  Duke  of 
Grafton's  adminiftrution.  The  honour  of 
rewarding  them  was  referved  for  your  Lord- 
fhip.  The  Duke,  it  fecm?,  had  contracted 
an  obligation  he  was  afhamed  to  acknowledge, 
and  unable  to  acquit.  You,  my  Lord,  had 
no  fcruples.  You  accepted  the  fucceilion 
with  all  its  incumbrances,  and  have  paid  Mr. 
Luttrell  his  legacy,  at  the  hazard  of  ruining 
the  eftatc. 

When  this  accomplifned  youth  declared 
himfelf  the  champion  of  government,  the 
world  was  bufy  in  enquiring  what  honours 
or  emoluments  could  be  a  fufficicnt  recom- 
pence,  to  a  young  man  of  his  rank  and  for- 
ttme,  for  fubmitting  to  mark  his  entrance 
into  life  with  the  univerfal  contempt  and  de- 
teftation  of  his  country. — His  neble  father 
had  not  been  fo  precipitate. — To  vacate  his 
feat  In  parliament ; — to  intrude  upon  a  county 
in  which  he  had  no  intcreft  or  connexion  ; — 

to 
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to  poiTcfs  himfelf  of  another  man's  right,  and 
'to  maintain  it  in  defiance  of  .public  fliame  as 
well  as  juftice,  befpoke  a  degree  of  zeal  or  of 
depravity,  which  all  the  favour  of  a  pious 
Prince  could  hardly  requite.  I  -proteft,  my 
I>ord,  there  is  in  this  young  man's  condudl, 
a  ftrain  of  proftitution,  which,  for  its  fni- 
gularity,  I  cannot  but  admire.  He  has  dif. 
covered  a  new  line  in  the  human  chara6ler  ; 
— he  has  degraded  even  the  name  of  Luttrel], 
and  gratified  his  father's  moft  fanguine  ex- 
pectations. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  with  every  pofTible 
difpofition  to  patronifc  this  kind  6f  merit, 
was  contented  with  pronouncing  Colonel 
tvuttrell's  panegyric.  The  gallant  fpirit,  the 
difinterefted  zeal  of  the  young  adventurer, 
were  echoed  through  the  houfe  of  lords,' 
His  Grace  repeatedly  pledged  himfelf  to  the 
houfe,  as  an  evidence  of  the  purity  of  his 
friend  Mr.  Luttrell's  intentions ; — that  he 
had  engaged  without  any  profpe6l  of  perfonal 
benefit,  and  that  the  idea  of  compenfatioii 
would  mortally  ofFcnd  him.  The  Noble 
Duke  could  hardly  be  in  earneft;  but  he  had 
lately  quitted  his  employment,  and  began  to 
think  it  neceflary  to  take  fome  care  of  his 
reputation.  At  that  very  moment  the  Iriih 
negociation  was  probably  begun. — Come  for- 
ward, thou  worthy  reprefentative  of  Lord 
Vol.  II.  E  Bute, 
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ButCj  and  tell  this  infulted  country,  who  ad- 
vifed  the  King  to  appoint  Mr.  Luttrel  Ad- 
jutant-general to  the  army  in  Ireland. 
By  what  management  was  Colonel  Cuning- 
hame  pj^evailcd  on  to  refign  his  employment, 
and  the  obfequious  Gifborne  to  accept  of  a 
penfion  for  the  government  of  Kinfalc?  * 
Was  it  an  original  ftipulation  with  the  Prin- 
cefs  of  Wales,  or  docs  he  owei his  preferment 
to  your  Lordfhip's  partiality,  or  to  the  Duke 
of  Bedford's  friendftiip  ?  My  Lord,  though 
it  may  not  be  pdffible  to  trace  this  meafureto 
its  fource,  we  can  follow  the  ffream,  and  warn 
the  country  of  .its  approaching  delfruction* 
The  Englifh  nation  muft  be  roufed,  and  put 
upon   its   guard.      Mr.   Luttrell   has   already 

*  This  infamous  tran(:iction  ought  to  be  exphine'd 
to  the  pviblic.  Colonel  Gifborne  was  quarter-mafter- 
creneral  in  Ireland.  Loid  Townfhend  perfuades  him  to 
leficfn  to  a  Scotch  officer,  one  Fiafer,  (the  General  Fra- 
fer  who  fell  in  Burgoyne's  laft  afllon)  and. gives  hun 
the  o-overnment  of  Kinfale. — Colonel  Robert  Cuninir- 
harae  was  Adjutant-general  in  Ireland.  Lord  Town- 
fliend  offers  him  a  penfion  to  hiduce  him  to  refign  to 
Luttrell.  Cuninghame  treats  the  offer  with  contempt. 
What's  to  be  done  ?  poor  Gifborne  muft  move  once  more. 
, He  accepts  of  a  penfion  of  500I,  a  year,  until  a  go- 
vernment of  greater  value  fliall  become  vacant.  Colonel 
Cuninghame  is  matle  Governor  of  Kinfale  ;  and  Lut- 
trell, at  laft,  for  whom  the  whole  machinery  is  put  in 
motion,  becomes  Adjutant  general,  andineffeft  takes 
the  command  of  the  army  in  Ireland. 

fhewn 
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iliewn  us  how  far  he  may  be  trufted,  when- 
ever an  open  attack  is  to  be  made  upon  the 
liberties  of  this  country.     I  do  not  doubt  that 

there  is  a  deUbcrate  .plan   formed. Your 

Lordfhip  beft  knows  by  whom ; — the  cor- 
ruption of  the  legtilative  body  on  this  fide— - 
a  military  force  on  the  other, — and  then.  Fare- 
well to  England  I  It  is  impoffible  that  any 
minifter  {hall- dare  to  advife  the  King  to  place 
fuch  a  man  as  Luttrell  in  the  confidential 
poft  of  Adjutant-general,  if  there  were  not 
fome  fecret  purpofe  in  view,  which  only 
fuch  a  man  as  Luttrell  is  'fit  to  promote. 
The  infult  offered  to  the  army  in  general  is 
as  grofs  as  the  outrage  intended  to  the  peo- 
ple of  England.  What !  Lieutenant-co- 
lonel Luttrell,  Adjutant-general  of  an  army 
of  fixteen  thoufand  men  !  one  would  think 
his  Majefty's  carnpaigns  at  Blackheath  and 
Wirableton  might    have   taught  him   better." 

■ 1  cannot  help  wifhing  General    Harvey 

joy  of  a  colleague,  who  does  fo  much  honour 
to  the  employment. — But,  my  Lord,  this 
meafure  is  too  daring  to  pafs  unnoticed,  too 
dangerous  to  be  received  vidth  indifference  or 
fubmiflion.  You  Ihall  not  have  time  to  new 
model  the  Irifh  army.  They  will  not  fub- 
mit  to  be  garbled  by  Colonel  Luttrell.  As 
a  mifchief  to  the  Englifli  conftitution,  (for  he 
is  not  worth  the  name  of  enemy)  they  already 
deteft  him.  As  a  boy,  impudently  thruft  over 
E  2  their 
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their  heads,  they  will  receive  him  with  indig- 
nation  and  contempt. — As  for  you,  my  Lord, 
who  perhaps  are  no  more  than  the  blind,  un- 
happy inftrument  of  Lord  Bute  and  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Wales,  be  afl'ured 
that  you  ftiall  be  called  upon  to  anfwer  for 
the  advice,  which  has  been  given,  and  either 
difcover  your  accomplices,  or  fall  afacrifice  to 

their  fecurity. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LVn. 

TO      THE      RIGHT       HONOURABLE      LORD 
MANSFIELD. 

MY  LORD,  i^.Nov.i'j'jo. 

TH  E  appearance  of  this  letter  will  at- 
traft  the  curiofity  of  the  public,  and 
command  even  your  Lordfliip's  attention. 
I  am  confiderably  in  your  debt,  and  fliall 
endeavour,  once  for  all,  to  balance  the  ac- 
count. Accept  of  this  addrefs,  my  Lord, 
as  a  prologue  to  more  important  fcenes,  in 
which  you  will  probably  be  called  upon  to 
a£l  or  fufFer. 

You  will  not  queftion  my  veracity,  when 
1  affure  you  that  it  has  not  been  owing  to  any 

parti- 
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particular  refpedl  for  your  perfon  that  I  have 
abftained  from  you  fo  long.  Befides  the 
diftrefs  and  danger  with  which  the  prefs  is 
threatened,  when  your  lordfliip  is  party,  and 
the  party  is  to  be  judge,  I  confcfs  I  have 
been  deterred  by  the  difficulty  of  the  taik. 
Our  language  has  no  term  of  reproach,  the 
mind  has  no  idea  of  deteftation,  which  has  not 
already  been  happily  applied  to  you,  and  ex- 

haufted. Ample  juftice  has  been  done  by 

abler  pens]  than  mine  to  the  feparatc  merits 
of  your  life  and  character.  Let  it  be  my 
humble  office  to  col'e£t  the  fcattered  fweets, 
till  their  united  virtue  tortures  the  fenfe. 

Permit  me  to  begin  with  paying  ajuft: 
tribute  to  Scotch  fincerity,  wlierever  I  find 
it.  I  own  I  am  not  apt  to  confide  in  the 
profeffions  of  gentlemen  of  that  countryj 
and  when  they  fmile,  I  feel  an  involuntary 
emotion  to  guard  myfelf  againft  mifchlef. 
With  this  general  opinion  of  an  ancient  na- 
tion, I  always  thought  it  much  to  your  Lord- 
fhip's  honour,  that,  in  your  earlier  days, 
you  were  but  little  infedled  v/ith  the  prudence 
of  your  country.  You  had  fome  original 
attachments  which  you  took  every^  proper 
opportunity  to  acknov^ledge.  The  liberal 
fpirit  of  youth  prevailed  over  your  native 
difcretion.  Your  zeal  in  the-  caufe  of  arv 
unhappy  prince  v/as  exprefied  with,  the  fm- 
E  3  ceiity 
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cerity  of  v/ine,  and  fome  of  the  folcinniLic? 
of  religion.  *  This  I  conceive  is  the  moit 
amiable  point  of  view,  in  which  your  cha- 
radter  has  appeared.  Like  an  honeft  man, 
you  tooic  that  part  in  politics,  which  might 
have  been  expefted  from  your  birth,  educar 
tion,  country  and  Connexions.  There  was 
Jomething  generous  in  your  attachment  to 
the  baniihed  houfe  of  Stuart.  We  lament 
the  miftakes  of  a  good  man,  and  do  not  be- 
gin to  deteft  him  until  he  affedls  to  renounce 
his  principles.  Why  did  you  not  adhere 
to  that  loyally  yoa  once  profefled  ?  Why  did 
you  not  follow  the  example  of  your  worthy 
brother?  f  With  him,  j-du  might  have  fiiared 
in  the  honour  of  the  Pretender's  confidence — - 
with  him,  you  might  have  preferved  the 
integrity  of  your  charafterj  and  England, 
I  thinlc,  might  have  fpared  you  without  re- 
gret. Your  friends  will  fay,  perhaps,  that 
altho'  you  deferted  the  fortune  of  your  liege 
Lord,  you  have  adhered '  firmly  to  the  princi- 
ples which  drove  his  father  from  the  throne  ; 
— that  without  openly  fupporting  the  perfon, 
you  have  done  efiential  fervice  to  the  caufe, 

*  I>RINKING  the  Pretender's  health  upon  his  knees. 
Lord  Ravenfworth  produced  evidence-  of  the  fad. 

f  James  Murray,  he  went  ahroad  and  lived  at 
the  court  cf  the  Pretender,  where  he  afled  as  Secretary,, 
and  had  the  title  of  Earl  of  Duufaar, 

and 


aHd'confoled  yourfelf  far- the  lofs  of  a^i- 
vourite  family,  by  reviving  and  eftablifliing  the 
maxims  of  their  government.  This  is  the 
way,  in  which. a  Scotchman's  underftanding 

corrects  the  error  of  his  heart. My  Lord, 

I   acknowledge  the  truth  of  the  defence,   and 
c-an  trace  it  through  all  your  condudl.     I  fee 
through   your  whole   life,  one    uniform   plan 
to  enlarge  the  power  of  the  crown,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  liberty  of  the  fubjccl.     To  this 
object,     your    thoughts,     words    and    actions 
have  been  conflantly  diredfed.       In  contempt 
or   is^^norance   of  the  common  law  of  Eng- 
land, you  have  m^li  it  yourftudy  to  intro- 
duce into  the  court,  where  yoa  prefide,   ninx- 
ims   of  jurifprudence   unkrnown    to   Englifli- 
•men.     'I'he  Roman  code,  the  law  cf  nations, 
and    the   opinion '  of    foreign    civilians,     are 
your    perpetual    theme ; — but  whoever   heard 
you    mention   Magna  Charta  or    the  Bill  of 
'Rights  with  approbation  or  refpeft  ?   By  fuch 
treacherous   arts,     the    noble    fimplicity    and 
free  fpirit  of  our  Saxon  laws  were   flrfb  cor- 
rupted.    The     Norman     conquel^   was    not 
compleat,-   until  Norman  lawyers  had  intro- 
duced their  laws,   and  reduced   flayery   to   a 
fyftem. — This   one   leading    principle   directs 
your  interpretation  of  the  laws,   and  accounts 
for   your   treatment   of  juries.     It  is  not   in 
political  queftionsonly  (fOr  there  the  courtier 
E  4  ^^ig'^^ 
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pnlght  be  forgiven)  but  let  the  caufe  be  what 
it  may^  your  underflanjing  is  equally  on  the 
rdcky  cither  to  contrail:,  the  power  of,  the 
jury,  or.  to  miflei^  their  judgment,.  For  the 
truth  of.  thi^  aflercion,  I  appeal  to  tlie  doc- 
trine you  delivered  m  Lord  Grofvenor's  cau(e. 
An  adlion  for  criminal  converfation  being 
brought  by  a  peer  againft,,  a  prince  of  the 
blood,  you  wejc  daring  enough  to  tell  the 
jury  that,  in  fixing  the  damages,  thc;y.  were 
to  pay  no  regard  to  the  quality  or  fortune  of 
the  parties; — rthat  it. was  a  trial  between  A. 
and  B.'-r-that  they  were  to  confider  the  offence 
in  a,  moral  light  only,  and  give  no  greater 
damages  to  a  peer  of  the  re^lm,  than  to  the 
meaneft  mec.hanic.  I  fiiall  not  attempt  to. 
refute  a  dodtrine,  which,  if  it  was  meant 
tor  law,  carries  falfliood  and  abfurdity  upon 
the  face,  of  it;  but,  if  it  was  meant  for  a  de- 
claration of  your  political  cyeed,  is  clear  apd 
confident.  Under  an  arbitrary  government, 
all  ranks  and  diftin^ions  are  confounded. 
The  honour  of  a  noWeman  is  no  more  cpn- 
fidered  than  the  reputation  of  a  peafant,  for, 
with  different  liveries,  they  are  equally 
flaves. 

Even,  in  matters  of  private  property,  we 
fee  the  fame  biafs  and  inclination  to  depart 
fromi    the     decifipns    of   your    predeceffors, 

wljicli 
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which  .you  certainly  ought  to  receive  as  evi- 
dence of  the  common  l^w..    Inftead  of  thoi'e 
certain,   pofitive   rules,  by  which   the  judg- 
ment of  a  court  of  law  ftiould  invariably  be 
determined,     you     have     fondly     introduced 
vour  own  unfettled  notions  of  equity,  and  fub- 
ftantial  juftice.     Decifions  given  upon  fuch 
principles  do  not  alarm  the   public,  fo  much; 
as  they  ought,  becaufe.  the  confequence;  and. 
tendency  of  each    particular  inftance   is   not. 
obferved  or  regarded.     In  the  meantime  the 
pra£bice  gains   ground ;    the  court  of  King's 
Bench  becomes  a  court  of   equity,    and  the 
judge,  inftead  of  confulting  ftric^ly  the   law 
of  the  land,  refers  only  to  the  wifdom  cf  the 
court,  and  to  the  purity  of  his  own  confcience; 
The  name  of  Mr.  Juftice  Yates  will  natu- 
rally revive  in  your  mind  fome  of  thofe  emo- 
tions of  fear  and  deteftation,  with  which  you 
always    beheld    him.     That     great     lawyer, 
that  honeft   man,    faw   your   whole  co>!idu(5l 
in  the  light  that  I  do.     After   years   of  ir.ef- 
fc6tual  rcfiftance  to  the.  pernieJous-  principlas 
introduced  by  your  Lordfliip,  and  uniformly 
itipported  by  your    humble  friends  upon  the 
bench,     he   determined     to     quit     a     court, 
whofe  proceeding  and  dedfions  he  could  nei-» 
tUer  aftent  to  with  honour,  nor  oppofe  with 
faccefs,  ■ 

E  5  The 
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The  injuftice  done  to  an  individual  *  is 
fometimes  of  fervice  to  the  public.  Fails 
are  apt  to  alarm  us  more  than  the  moft  dan-» 
gerous  principles.  The  fufferings  and  firm- 
nefs  of  a  Printer  have  roufed  the  public  at? 
tcntion.  You  knew  and  felt  that  your  con- 
duft  would  not  bear  a  parliamentary  enquiry^ 
and  you  hoped  to  efcape  it  by  the  meaneft, 
the  bafe'ft  facrifice  of  dignity  and  confiftcncy^ 
that  ever  was  rr^de  by  a  great  magiftratc- 
Where  was  your  firmnefs,  where  was  that 
vindi(5live  fpirit,  of  which  we  have  feen  fo 
many  examples,  when  a  man,,  fo  inconfider- 
able  as  Bingley,  could  force  you  to  confefs, 
in  the  face  of  this  country,  that,  for  two 
years  together,  you  had  illegally  deprived  an 
Englifh  fubje£t  of  his  liberty,  and  that  he 
had  triumphed  over  you  at  laft?  Yet  I  oWjT, 
my  Lord,  that  your's  is  not  an  uncommon 
charatSler.  Women,  anu  men  like  women, 
are  timid,  vindictive,  and  irrefolute..  Theirr 
paffions  counteract  each  other,  and  make  thf 
fame  creature  at  one  moment  hateful,  at 
another  contemptible.  I  fancy,  my  Lord, 
iorne  time  will  elapTe  before  you  venture  to 

,  *  The  opprefTion  of  an  obfcure  individual  gave  birth 
to  the  famous  Habeas  Corpus  Afl  of  3.1  Car.  2.  which 
is  frequently  confideied  as  another  Magna  ChR.itacf.tbe 
kingdom. 

BlachJIiTTt,  3.  T35. 
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commit  another  Englifhman  for  refafing   to 
anfwer  interrogatories.  * 

The  dodlrine  you  have  conftantly  deliver- 
ed,   in   cafes    of    libel,    is    another    powerful 
evidence  of  a  fettled  plan  to  contrail  the  legal 
power  of  juries,  and  to   draw  queftions,    in- 
feparable  from  fa^,   within  the  arbitrium   of 
the  court.     Here,   my  Lord,   you  have   for- 
ttine  of  your  fide.     When   you  invade  the 
province  of    the  jury,   in   matter    of-  libel, 
you,  in  efFeit,  attack  the  liberty  of  the  prefs, 
and  with  a  fingle  ftfoke,  v^ound  two  of  your 
greateft  enemies. — In  fome  inftances  you  have 
fucceeded,     becaufe    jurymen'  are-  too    often , 
ignorant  of  their  own  rights,  and  too  apt  to 
be  awed  by  the  authority  of  a  chief  juflicc. 
In  other  criminal  profectitionSj^.the  malice  of 
the  defign   is  confelledly  as  much  the  fubjedt 
of  confideration  to  a  jury,  as  the  certainty  of. 
the  fadl.     If' a  different  doiftrlne  prevails  in 
the  cafe  of  libels,  why  fhould  it  not  extend 
to  all  criminal  cafes  ? — Why  not  to  capital 
offences  ?   I  fee  no  reafon  (and  I  dare  fay  you  . 
will  agree  with  me  that  there  is  no  good  one) 
why  the  life  of  the  fubjecft  fhould  be  better 
prote6l:ed  againft  you,  than  his  liberty  or  ,pro- 

•  BiNCLEY  h'j  two  years  In  prifun.  It  was  thought 
the  matter  might  o(?carion  ftriouscoraplaiiit,  and  tht.'ie«. 
f-jic  he  was  dilchargeJ. 

E   6:'  ?€i"'y*' 
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perty.  Why  ftiould  you  enjoy  the  full  power 
of  pillory,  fine,  and  imprifonment,  and  not 
be  indulged  with  hanging  or  tranfportation  ? 
With  your  Lordfhip's  fertile  genius  and 
merciful  difpofition,  I  can  conceive  fuch  an 
exercife  of  the  power  you  hav^,  as  could 
hardly .  be-  aggravated  by  that  which  you  have 
not. 

.But,  my  Lord,,  fince  you.  have  laboured, 
(and  not  unfuccefsfully)  to  deftroy  the  fub- 
Itance  of  the  trial^  why  fhould  you  fufFer.  the 
form  of  the  iierdiSi  to  remain  ?  Why  force 
twelve  honeft  men,-  in  palpable  violation  of 
their  oaths,  to  pronounce  their  fellow-fubje6t 
a  guilty  man,  when,  almoft  at  the  fame  mo- 
mentj  you  forbid  their  enquiring  into  the  only 
ciicurriftance,  which,  in  the  eye  of  lav/  and 
reaiof^  conftitutes  guilt — the  malignity  or 
innocence  of  his  intentions  ? — But  I  under- 
fland  your  Lordfhip. — If  you  could  fucceed 
in  making  the  trial  by  jury  ufelefs  and  ridicu- 
lous, you  might  then  with  greater  fafety  in- 
troduce a  bill  into  parliament  for  enlarging 
the  jurifdifbion  of  the  coiut,  and  extending 
your  favourite  trial*  by  interrogatories  to  every 

quef- 

•  The  plvilorophical  poetdoih  notably  defciifce.the 
damnable  and  damned  p:octediiigs  of  the  Judge  of 
Kell. 

*«  Gnoflju; 
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queftion,  In  which  the  life  or  liberty  of  an. 
Englifhman  is  concerned. 

Your  charge  to  the  jury,  in  the  profecit- 
tion  againft  Almon  and-Woodfall,  f  contra- 

dia3, 

«♦  Gnoflius  haecRhadamanthus-habet  diiriflimaregna, . 
*'  Caftigatque,   auditque  dolos,  fubi^itquefateri." 

Fh  ft  he  puniflieth,  :xr\Athen  he  heareth  ;  and  laftly  com-- 
pelleth  to  confeis,  and  makes  aiid  mars  laws  at  his  plea- 
lure  ;  like  as  the  Centurion,  in  theholy  hiftory,  did  to 
St.  Pad,  for  the  text  faith,  "  Centmio  apprehendi 
«'  Pallium  juflit  and  fe  catenis  eltgari,  et  tiuic  inter- 
«'  ROGABAT,  quis  f'uiffet,  and  quid  feciflet;  but  good 
Judges  and  Juftices  abhor. thcfc  courftSk 

Coke.2.  Inji^  55, 

f  In  the  late  profecutlon  oF  the  printers  for  publi/h- 
ing  the  addrel's  of  Junius  to  a  Great  Perfonage,  the  ju- 
ries were  never  fairly  dealt  with.  Lord  Mansfield,  con- 
fcious  that  the  paper  in  queftion  contained  notreafonable 
or  libellous  matter,  and  that  the  fevereft  parts  of  it,, 
however  painful  to  the  King,  orofFenfive  to  his  fervants, 
were  ftriftly  true,  would  fain  have  reftri6led  the  Jury  tO' 
the  finding  of  fpecial  fa6b,  whish,  as  to  the.  guilty  er  . 
jiot  truilty,  were  merely  indifferent.  This  particular 
motive,  combinedAvith  his  general  purpofc  to  contrail 
the  power  of  juries,  will  ascount  for  the  charge  he  deli- 
vered in  WoodfalTs  trial.  He  told  the  jury  that  they 
had  nothing  to  determine^  except  the  fa£l  of  printing 
and  publiftiing,  and  whether  or  no  the  blanks  or  inu- 
endos  were  properly  filled  up  in  the  information  ; — but 
that,  whether  the  defendant  had  committed  a  crime,  or 
Jiotv  wa*^^n»  waiter  of  confideration  to  twelve  men,  who 

jet 
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diils  the  higheft  legal  authorities,  as  welFas 
the  plaineft  di£lates  of  reafoii.  In  Miller's' 
caufe,  and  ftill  more  exprefsly  in  that  of 
iJaMwiia,  you  have  proceeded  a  ftep  farther, 

and 

yet,  upon  their  oatliSj  were  to  pronounce  their  peer 
g«iity,  or  not  guilty.  When  we  hear  fiich  nonfcnfe  de* 
livered  from  the  bench,  and  find  it  fupported  by  a  la- 
boured train  of  fophiftry,  which  a  plain  underftanding 
isunable  to  follow,  and  which  an  unlearned  jury,  how. 
eysr  it  may  fliock  their  reafon,  cannot  be  fuppofed  qua.- 
lified,,to  refute,  can  it  be  wondered  tiiat  they  ihould  re- 
turn averdi6\,.perpleKeil,  abfurd,  or  imperfeft  ?  (They 
brought  in  Woodfall  guilty  of  priavting  and  publiftiino- 
only).  Lord  Mansfield  has  not  yet  explained,  to  the 
world,  why  he  accepted  of  a  verdiil,  which  the  court  af^ 
terwards  fet  afide  as  illegal,  and  which,  as  it  took  no 
notice  of  the  inuendos,  did  not  even  coircfpond  with  his 
own  charge.  If  he  had  known  his  duty  he  flioukl  have 
fent  the  jury  back.  No  lawyer,  of  characlcF  in  Weil* 
minfter-hall,  wilJ  contradj6t  this.  To  (hew  the  falfe- 
hood  of  Lord  Mansfield's  doflrine,  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  enter  into  the  lueiits  of  the  paper,  which  produced 
thetiinl.  If  every  line  of  it  were  treafon,  his  charge 
to  the  jury  would  ftill  be  falfc,  abfurd,  illegal,  and  un- 
conftitutlonal.  If  the  merits  of  Junius's  letter  to  the 
King  were  ftated  here,  it  would  be  to  imitate  Lord 
Mansfteld,   and  to  travel  out  of  the  record. 

T»E  following  cxtrafi  of  a  fpeech  made  by  Lord 
Chatham  on  the  nth  of  December,  1770,  is  taken  with 
corre£\ncfs,  it  is  curious- in  itfelf,  and  very  much  to  the 
prefent  purpofe.  "  My  Lords,  the  verdift,  given  In 
"  Woodfairs  trial,  was,  guilty  of  printing  and  publiilv- 
"ingonlyj  upon  which  two  motions  .were  made -in 

.   **  coUrt  j 
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and  grofsly  contradiaed  yourfelf. — You  may 
know  perhaps,  though  I  do  not  meaji  to  m- 
fult  you   by  an  appeal  to.  your  exjjericnce,. 
that  the  language  of  truth    is   uniform  and 

con- 

"  court; — oTve,  in  arreft  of,  judgment,,  by,  the  deiei>- 

««  dant's  council,  grounded  upon  the  ambiguity  of  the 

«<  verdift  5  the   other,   by  the  council  for  the  crown-, 

"  for  a  rule  upon  the  defendant,  to  ftiew  caufe,   why 

"  the  verdift   fliould  not  be  entered   up  according  to . 

"  the  leo-al  import  of  the  words.     On  both  motions,  a 

'•  rule  v/-as  granted,  and  foon  after  the  matter  was  ar- 

«'  gued  before  the  coi*»t  of  King's  Bench.     The  noble 

"  judge,  when  he  delivered  the  opinioai  of  the  court  up- 

"  on  the  verdift)  went  regularly  through  the  whole  of. 

'*  the  proceedings  at  Nifi  Prius,  as  well  the  evidence 

"  that  had  been  given,  as- his  own  charge  to  the  jury. 

"  This  proceeding  would  have  been  very  proper,  had  a 

«'  motion  been  made,  of  either  fide  for  a  new  trial,   be- 

<'  caufe  either  a  verdiil  given  contrary,  to  evidence,  or, 

*•  an  improper  charge  by  the  judge  at  Nifi  Prius,  is  held 

"  to  be  a  fufficient  ground  for  granting  a  new  twal.  Birt 

*«  when  a  motion  is  made  in  arreft  of  judgment,  or  for 

«'  eftablifhing  the  verdit^,  by  entering  it  up  according 

«'  to  the  legal  import  of  the  words,  it  muft  be  on  tlse 

*«  ground  of  fomething  appearing  on  the  face  of  the  re- 

"cold;  and  the  court,  in  confidering  whether  the  ver- 

«<  di6t  (hall  be  eftabliftied  or  not,,  aie  fo  confined  to  tire 

«'  record,  that  they  cannot  take  notice  of  any  thing  that 

«'  does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it ;    in  the  legal  phrafe, 

"  they  cannot  travel  out  of  the.record.  The.noblc  judge 

«'  did  1  ravel  out  of  the  record,  and  I  affirm  that  his  dif- 

«  courfe  was,  irregular,. extrajudicial,  and  unpvecfdent- 

*♦  ed.     His  appparent  motive,  for  doing  what  he  knew 

<«  to  be  wrong,  was,  that  he  mighthavc  an  opportunity 

'•of 
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confident.  To  depart  from  it  fafely,  re- 
quires memory  and  difcretion.  In  the  two 
laft  trials,  your  charge  to  the  jury  be^an,  as- 
ufual,  with  afluring  them  that  they  had  no- 
thing, 

"of  telling  ths  public- exti-aducially,  that  the  other 
"  three  judges  concurred  in  the  dodiine  laid  down  in. 
**  his  cl  aige." 

When  law  and  reafon  fpeak  plainly,  we  do  not  want 
authority  to  direft  our  underftandings.  Yet  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  profefTion,  one  lawyer  may  be  oppofed  to 
another,  efpecially  when  it  hapj  «  iS  that  the. King's  At- 
torney General  has  virtually  diiclaimed  the  doctrine, 
by  which  the  Chief  Juftice  meant  to  enfure  fuccefs  to 
theprofecution.  The  opinion  of  the  plaintiff's  council, , 
liowever  it  may  be  otherwife  infignificant,  is  weighty 
in  the  fcale  of  the  c'efendant. — My  Lord  Chief  Julticc. 
De  Grey,  who  filed; the  information  ex  officio^  is  directly 
■with  Junius.  If  he  had  concurred  in  Lord  Mansfield's 
doftrine,  the  trial  muft  have  been  a  very  <hort  one.  The 
fafts  w»re  either  admitted  by  Woodfall's  council,  or 
€afilv  proved  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  jury.  But  Mr. 
De  Grey,  far  from  thinking  he  fhould  acquit  himfelf  of 
bis  duty  by  barely  proving  the  fafts,  entered  largely, . 
and  not  without  ability,  into  the  demerits  ofthe  paper^ 
which  he  called  a  feditious  libel.  -He  dwelt  but  lightly 
upon  thofe  points,  which,  according  to  Lord  Mansfield, 
were  the  only  matter  of  conlideration  to  the  jury.  The 
criminal  intent,  the  iibeliousmatteritbe  pernicious  ten- 
dency of  the  paper  itfelf,  were  the  topics,  on  which  he 
principally  infifted,  and  of  which,  for  more  than  an 
hour,  he  tortured  his  faculties  to  convince  the  jury.  If 
he  agreed  in  opinion  with  Lord  Mansfield,  his  dikourfe 
was  impertinent,  ridiculous^  and  unreafonable.    £Ht, 

undet*- 
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tfiihg  to  do  with  the  law, — that  they  were  to 
find  the  bare  faiSl,  and  not  concern  them- 
felves  about  the  legal  inferences  drawn  from. 
ijt,  or  the   degree  of  the    defendant's    guilt.. 

•—-Thus 

wnJerftanding  the  law  as  Junius  does,  what  he  faid  was. 
at  leaft  confiilent  and  to  the  piupofe. 

If  any  honeftman  fhovild  be  ftill  inch'nedto  lieavc  the 
conftru6lion  of  libtls  to  the  court,  he  is  intreatcd  tocon- 
ijder  what  a  dreadful  complication  of  hardJhIps  he  im- 
pofes  upon  his  fellow-fubjedl. — In  the  firft  place,  the 
profeci;tion  commences  by  information  of  an  officer  of 
the  crown,  not  by  the  regular  conftitutional  mode  of  in- 
diflment  before  a  grand  jury. — As  the  fa6l  is  ufually. 
admitted,  or  in  general  can  eafily  be  proved,  the  office 
of  the  petty  jury  is  nugatory. — The  court  then  judges  of 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  offence,  and  determines  ad 
arhitriufn,  the  quantum  of  the  punifliment,  from  a  fmall 
fine  to  a  heavy  one,  to  repeated  whipping,  to  pillory, 
and  unlimited  imprifonment.  Cutting  off  ears  and 
^ok%  might  itill  be  infliijled  by  a  re.folute  judge  j  but 
it  is  candid  to  fuppofe  thai  penalties,  fo  apparently 
Ihocking  to  humanity,  would  not  be  hazarded  in  thefe 
times.— In  all  other  criminal  profscutions,  the  jury  de- 
cides upon  the  faft  and  the  crime  in  one  word,  and  the 
court  pronounces  a  certain  fentence,  which  is  the  fen-- 
tence  of  the  law,  not  of  the  judge.  If  Lord  Manf- 
field's  do6lrine  be  received,  the  jury  muft  either  find  a 
verdifl  of  acquittal,  contrary  to  evidence,  which,  it  is. 
eafy  to  conceive,  might  be  done  by  very  confcientious 
men,  rather  than  truft  a  fellow-creature  to  Lord  Manf- 
field's  mercy,  or  they  muft  leave  to  the  court  two  offices, 
never  but  in  this  inftance  united,  of  finding  guilty,  and . 
awarding  punifhment. 
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— Thus  far  you  v/ere  confiftent  with  yoim 
former  pradtice. — But  how  will  you  account, 
for  the  conclufion  ? — You  told  the  jury  that, 
"  if,  after  all,  they  would  take  upon  them- 
"  felves  to  determine  the  law,  they  might  do 
*'  /?,  but  they  muft  be  very  fure  that  they 
**  determined  according  to  law,  for  it  touch- 
"  ed  their  confcienccs,  and  they  adled  at 
"  their  peril." — If  I  underfland  your  firft 
propofition,  you  meant  to  affirm,  that  the 
jury  were  not  competent  judges  of  the  law. 
in  the  criininal  cafe  of  a  libel — that  it  did.- 
not  fall  within  their  jarifdi^ion -y  and  that,, 
with  refpeft  to  them^  the  malice  or  innocence 
of  the  defendants  intentions  would  be  a  quef- 
tion  coram  non  judice. — But  the  fecond  pro- 
pofition clears  away  your  own  difficulties,, 
and  reftorcs  the  jury  to  all  their  judicial  ca- 
pacities. You  make  the  competence  %  of 
the  court  to  depend  upon  the  legality  of  the 
decifion.  In  the  firft  inftance  you  deny 
the  power  abfolutely.  In  the  fecond,  you 
admit  the  power,  provided  it  be  legally  exer- 
cifed.  Now,  ray  Lord,  without  pretending 
to  reconcile  the  diftindtions  of  Weftminfter- 
hall  with  the  fimple  information  of  common- 
fcnfe,   or   the   integrity    of  fair   argument,   I 

X  He  maintained  direflly  the  reverfe  of  this  doflnne 
tipon  the  decifion  of  the  Middlefex  eleftion.     On   that; 
occafion  he  declared  that  the  decifion  isuft  be  legal,  be- 
C^ufe  the  court  was  co/n^eteat* .  ■ 

flwU- 


X  u  N  I  u  Sy    kc,  9f 

Siall  be  underftood  by  your  Lordfhip,  when 
I  aflert  that,  if  a  jury  or  any  other  court  of 
judicature  (for  jyrors  arc  judges)  have  no 
right  to  entertainr.a  caufe  or  queftion  of  Ia.7/, 
it  fignifies  nothing  whether  their  decifion  be 
or  be  not  according  to  law.  Their  decifion 
is  in  itfelf  a  mere  nullity  :  iJie  parties  arc  not 
bound  to  fubmit  to  it|  and;,  if  the  jury  run 
any  rifque  of  punilhment,  it  is  not  for  pro- 
nouncing a  corrupt  or  illegal  verdifl,  but  for 
the  illegality  of  meddling  with  a  point,  on 
which,  they.  have,  no  legal  authority  to  de- 
cide. * 

I  CAN- 

•  These  profecurions  coft  the  crown  6000I.  ami 
ended  in  the  total  defeat  of  the  profecutors.  In  the 
courfe  of  one  of  them  Judge  Afton,  one  of  the  Judges 
©f  the  King's  Bench  had  the  imparalleled  impudence  to 
tell  Mr.  Morris,  a  gentleir..in  of  honour  and  integrity, 
who  was  giving  his  evidence  upon  oath,  that  he  jfhoutd 
pay  'very  little  regard  to  any  affiila'vit  be  Jhould  jnalie. 
What  drew  this  alfertion  from  the  Judge  wns,  Mr. 
Morris  iaid  in  his  affidavit,  that  he  had  purchafed  a 
pamphlet,  containing  the  addrefs  of  Junius  to  a  Great 
Perfonage,  *^'  'verily  believing  in  his  confdence  that  tht 
*^  /aid  pamphlet  did  not  contain  any  libellous  matter 
**  n.vhatfoe'ver.'''' 

Correct  extra6t  from  Mr.  Morris's  pamphlet  ad- 
drefled  to  Judge  Afton,  and  from  his  affidavit  fsvorn  ia 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  June  30th,  1770. 

"  The  way  in  which  this  cenfure  was  introduced,  1 
<*  will  itate.as  exa(5\ly  as  my  own  mempry,  aiEfted.by  that 
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I  CANNOT  quit  this  fubjeil  without  re- 
minding your  Lordfhip  of  the  name  of  Mr. 
Benfon.  Without  oftering  any  legal  ob- 
jeftion,  you  ordered  a  fpecial  juryman  to  be 

fet 

of  others,  vi-jll  permit.  After  having  ex])refred  your  crf^ 
treme  abhorrence  of"  wliat  yoii  termed  the  malice,  fedi- 
tion,  and  fali'ehood,  of  that  virulent  and  rancorous  Itfe- 
t«r  to  the  king ;  you  proceeded  to  fay,  that  "  hoixie'ver 
**  afimijhhig  it  might  be,  that  there  Jhould  be  found  in  the. 
*'  kingdom  one  Jingle  man,  mohoficuld  entertain  a  diffe- 
**  rent  iJta  of  it,  and  arenture  to  fay  in  an  nffida-vit,  that 
*'  it  is  not  a  libel,  you  cculd  not  help  confuiering  it,  at 
•*  calculated  to  'villijy  a  vwfi  gracious  and  'virtuous  king, 
*'  to  alienate  thejninds  of  the  feople  from  their  fovereign, 
**  and  to  excite  infurreSiion  and  rebellion.'"'  Soon  af- 
ter, in  enumerating  thofe  affidavits,  which  alone  you 
faid  had  influenced  the  judgment  of  the  court  in  the 
puniftiment  they  were  going  to  inflift,  you  excepted 
mine,  and  added,  "  that  rj  to  the  c^da^it  of  TUhT 
'■*  MAN,  nvho  bad,  though  but  in  a  parentheses,  put  into 
*>*  his  affidanjit,  that  he  did  not  think  the  letter  figned  Ju- 
"  nius  to  be  a  libsl,  you  Jhould,  for  your  part,  pay  very 
*'  little  regard  to  any  affi.da'vit  he  Jhould  make.''''  The 
plain  and  obvious  fsnfe  of  th'efe  polite  and  elegant  cx« 
prcflions  I  take  to  be  this.  "  Mr.  'Morris  has,  by  this 
**■  ajida'vit,  Jbenvn  himfelf  to  be  a  man  offo  abandoned  a 
"  confcience,  as  not  to  defer've  credit  in  xi  court  of  juf- 
*-*  tice.'"'  If  any  man  can  prove  thefe  words  to  bear  a. 
different  import,  I  will  fubniit  j  if  not,  fubniiflioi* 
ought  to  be  your's. 

"  A  JUDGE,  featcd  inacourt  of  juftice,  fo  tenaciousof 
thcirpowertorevengecontemptsuponthemfelveSjfo  ready 
tg  vindiqatethe  cbara^ersof  miniftersof  ftate,  great  men 
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fet  afide  in  a  caufe,  where  the  King  was  pro- 
lecutor.  The  novelty  of  the  fa£l  required 
explanation.  Will  you  condefcend  to  tell  the 
world   by   what    law    or    cuftom   you  were 

aut]»o- 

in  office,  and  even  tliemembersof  tlie  houfe  of  commons-} 
fuch  jealous  protestors  of  every  man's  good  name  ;   ib 
ready  to  punifh  all  offenilers  againll  the  reputation  of 
their  neighbours  ;  ou^it  furely  to  be  the  laft  to  fct  an 
example  of  llander,  or  to  incur  that  reproach,  which  has 
often  been  thrown  upon  the  bar  (but  never  I  iiope  be- 
fore upon  the  bench)  of  ufing  the  privilege  of  their  fta- 
tion,  to  caft  abufe  upon  the  chara6lers  oif  private  men, 
who  might  attend  to  give  tlicir  evidence.     But  that  a 
judge,  fo  diflinguiftied  ^too  for  his  humanity,  gentle 
manners  and  politenefs,  as  Mr.  Jultice  Afton,  fhould  in 
the  fame  breath,  with  which   he  is  condemning  a  li- 
beller, fiibjeft  hirafelf  to  a  fimilar  accufation  j  a  judge, 
who  in  a  charge  to  the  grand  j-uies  at  Dublin  declared, 
that  "  charaSier  -vjas  to  enjery  man  of  a  grnerons  vihui 
'^  dearer  than  his  .property ;"   that  he  fliould  make  fo 
public  and  fevere  an  attack  upon  another's  reputation, 
is  perfedly  aftonifliing,  notfo  juuchfrom  thedifpofition, 
as  from  the  imprudence  of  the  fpeaker.     Lay,  Sir,  your 
hand  upon  your  heart,  and  confefs  to  me,  whether  yo\i 
are  ferious,  in  Aifpefting  upon  fo  flight  an  occafioa  a 
gentleman,   (of  whom  you  had  never  Ix^ard  other  ill, 
than  that  he  differed  with  you  in  politics)  of  the  horrid 
crime  of  perjuiy.     I  am  afraid,  Sir,  this  dreadful  fm, 
this  mockery  of  a  folemn  appeal  to  God,  muft  lie  very 
iight  upon  your  mind,  that  you  can  fo  eafilybeftow 
the  cenfure  upon  me.     But   if  I  am  not  charged  to 
have  committed  perjury,   why  do  you  fay,   you  fliall 
pay  no  attention  to  any  afiidavit  that  I  ftiall  make  ? 
A  charge,  which  from  the  place  in  which  it  was  made 

wilj 
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authorifed  to  make  a  peremptory  challenge  of 
a  juryman  ?  The  parties  indeed  have  this 
power,  and  perhaps  your  Lordfhip,  having 
accuftomed  yourfelf  to  unite  the  charaiSters  of 
judge  and  party,  may  claim  it  in  virtue  of 
the  new  capacity  you  have  aflumed,  and  pro- 
fit by  your  own  wrong.  The  time,  within 
•which  you  might  have  been  punifhed  for  this 
daring  attempt  to  pack  a  jury,  is,  I  fear, 
elapfed;;  but  no  length  of  time  fhall  erafe  the 
record  of  it. 

The  mifchiefs  you  have  done  this  coun- 
try are  -not  confined  to  your  interpretation  of 
the  laws.  You  are  a  minifter,  my  Lord,  and 
as  fuch,  have  been  long  confulted.  Let  us 
candidly  examine  vi'hat  ufe  you  have  made  of 
your  minifterial  influence.     I   will  not  dc- 

wil]  by  fome  be  tliought  an  ai5l  of  cowardice  ;  but  they 
will  at  the  fame  time  recollect,  "  that  the  coward  and 
the  blufterer  ufually  go  together." 

Mr.  Morris  is  a  barrlfter,  and  was  fecretary  to  the 
Bill  of  Rights  at  its  firft  inftitution.  He  afterwards 
eloped  with  Mifs  Harford,  the  great  heirefs,  daughter 
of  the  late  Lord  Baltimore,  and  married  her  3  but  the 
younghidy,  after  living  with  him  fome  time,  dropped  all 
connexion  with  him.  Her  rcafons  for  this  condufl  ar« 
the  more  unaccountable,  as  Mr.  Morris  always  behaved 
to  her  with  the  grcateli  tendernefs  and  refpe6t.  This 
gentleman  was  lately  fecond  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  in 
the  duel  In  which  Mr.  Lloyd  Dulany  fell, 

fcend 
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'fcend  to  little  matters,  but  come  at  once  to 
thofe  important  points,  on  which  your  rcfo- 
lutLon  was  waited  for,  on  which  the  expc6la- 
tion  of  your  opinion  kept  a  great  part  of  the 
nation  in  fufpence. — rA  conftitutional  quef- 
tion  arifes  upon  a  declaration  Of  the  law  of 
parliament,  by  which  the  freedom  of  election, 
and  the  birthright  of  the  fubjedt  were  fuppofcd 

to   have   been    invaded The   King's   fer- 

vants  are  accufed  of  violating  the  conftitution. 

The    nation    is    in   a  ferment The 

ableft  men  of  all  parties  engage  in  the  queflion, 
and  exert  their  utmoft  abilities  in  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  it. — What  part  has  the  honeft  Lord 
Mansfield  .adied  ?  As  an  eminent  judge  of  the 
law,   his  opinion  would  have  been  refpe6i:ed. 

As  a  peer,  he  had  a  right  to  demand  an 

audience  of  his  Sovereign,  and  inform  him 
that  his  minifters  were  purfuing  unconftitu- 
'^tional  meafures. — Upon  other  occafions,  my 
Lord,  you  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  your 
way  into  the  clofet.  The  pretended  neutra- 
lity of  belonging  to  no  party,  -will  not  fave 
your  reputation.  In  queflions  merely  politi- 
cal, an  honeft  man  may  ftand- neuter.  But 
the  laws  and  conftitution  are  the  general  pro- 
perty of  the  fubje6l ;   not  to   defend  is  to  re- 

linquifti ; and  who  is  there  fo  fenfelefs  as 

to  renounce  his  fhare  in  a  common  benefit, 
unlefs  he  hopes  to  profit  by  a  new  divifion 
of  the  fpoil.     As  a  lord  of  parliament,  you 

were 
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\vere  repeatedly  called  upon  to  oonddmn  ar 
defend  the  new  law  declared  by  the  houfe  of 
commons.  You  affedted  to  have  fcruples, 
and  every  expedient  was  attempted  to  remove 
them. — The  queftion  was  propofed  and  urged 
to  you  in  a  thoufand  different  fhapes. — Your 

prudence  ftill  fupplied  you  with  evafion  j 

your  refolution  was  invincible.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  not  anxious  to  penetrate  this  fo- 
lemn  fecret.  I  care  not  to  whofe  wifdom  it 
is  intruded,  nor  how  foon  you  carry  it  with 
you  to  your  grave.  *  You  have  betrayed  your 
opinion  by  the  very  care  you  have  taken  to 
conceal  it.  It  is  not  from  Lord  Mansfield 
that  we  expeft  any  referve  in  declaring  his 
real  fentlments  in  favour  of  government,  or 
in  oppofition  to  the  people ;  nor  is  it  difficult 
to  account  for  the  motions  of  a  timid,  dif- 
honeft  heart,  which  neither  has  virtue  enough 
to  acknowledge  truth,  nor  courage  to  contra- 
dict it. — Yet  you  continue  to  fupport  an  ad- 
miniftration  which  you  know  is  univerfally 
odious,  and  which,  on  fome  occafrons,  you 
yourfelf  fpeak  of  with  contempt.  You  would 
fain  be  thought  to  take  no  fliare  in  govern- 
ment, while,   in  reality,    you  are  the   main 

•  His  Lordfliip  faid  in  the  houfe  of  peers,  that  he 
believed  he  ftiould  carry  his  opinion  with  him  to  the 
grave.  After  that  declaration  he  intrufted  it,  in  fpe» 
cial  confidence,  to  the  wife  Duke  of  Cumberland. 

fpring 
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Ipring  of  the  machine, Here  too  we  trace 

the  little^  prudential  policy  of  a  Scotchman. 
— Inftcad  of  acting  that  open,  generous  part, 
which  becomes  your  rank  and  ftation,  you 
meanly  fkullc  into  the  clofet  and  give  your 
Sovereign  fuch  advice,  as  you  hive  not  fp!rit 
to  avow  or  defend.  You  fecretly  ingrofs  the 
power,  while  you  decline  the  tide  of  mini- 
{ter  ;  and  though  you  dare  not  be  Chancel- 
lor, you  know  hov/  to  fecure  the  eniohiments 

of  the  office. Are  the  feals  to  be  for  ever 

in  commiffion,  that  you  may  enjoy  five  thou- 

fand  pounds    a    year  r 1  beg  pardon,   my 

Lord  ; your  fears  have  interpofed  at  lafl:, 

and  forced  you  to  refign. The  odium   of 

continuing  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  lords, 
upon  fuch  terms,  was  too  formidable  to  be 
refilled.  What  a  multitude  of  bad  paflions 
are  forced  to  fubmit  to  a  conftitutional  in- 
firmity !  But  though  you  have  rclinquifhed 
the  falary,  you  ftill    afllime   the  rights  of  a 

minifter. Your  conduit,  it  feems,  muft  bo 

defended   in  parliament. For  wliat  other 

purpofe  is  your  wretched  friend,  that  mifer- 
able  ferjeant,  ported  to  the  houfe  of  commons  ? 
Is  it  in  the  abilities  of  Mr.  Leigh  to  ddcnd 

tlic  great  Lord  Mansfield  ? Or  is  he  onU' 

ihe  puncl)  of, the  puppet  (hew,*  to  fpeak  as 

*  Tins  pr4V?£,i-9ph  gagged  poor  T.ei^h. 

Vol.  IL  1'  h« 
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he  is  prompted,  by  the  chief  juggler  be- 
hindithexurtain  ? 

'  In  ^public  affairs,  my  Lord,  cunning,  let  it 
be  ever  fo  well  wrought,  will  not  conduct  a 
man  honourably  through  life.  Like  bad  mo- 
ney, it  may  be  current  for  a  tinre,  but  it 
will  foon  be  cried  down.  It  cannot  confift 
with  a  hberal  fpirit,  though  it  be  fometimes 
united  with  extraordinary  qualifications. 
When  I  acknowledge  your  abilities,  you 
may  believe  I  am  fmcere.  I  feel  for  human 
nature,  when  J  fee  a  man,  fo  gifted  as  you 
are,  defcend  to  fuch  vile  prailices. — Yet  do 
not  fuffer  your  vanity  to  confoleyou  too  foon. 
Believe  me,  my  good  Lord,  you  are  not  ad- 
mired in  the  fame  degree,  in  which  you  are 
detcfled.  It  is  only  the  partiality  of  your 
friends,  that  balances  the  defeats  of  your 
heart  with  the  fuperiority  of  your  underftand- 
ing.  No  learned  man,  even  among  yoirr 
o\vn  tribe,  thinks  you  qualified  to  prefide  in 
a  court  of  common  law.  Yet  it  is  confeiled 
that,  under  Jujitn'ian^  you  might  have  made 

an  incomparable  Prator. ^It  is  remarkable 

enough,  but  I  hope  not  ominous,  that  the 
laws  you  underftand  beft,  and  the  judges  you 
affeiSt  to  admire  moft,  flouriftied  in  the  de- 
cline of  a  great  empire,  and  are  fuppofed  to 
have  contributed  to  its  fall. 

Here, 
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Here,   my  Lord,  it    may   be   proper   for 

us  to  paufe  together. It  is   not  for  my 

own  fake  that  I  wifli  you  to  ccnfider  the 
delicacy  of  your  fituation.  Beware  how  you 
indulge  the  firft  emotions  of  your  refent- 
ment.  This  paper  is  delivered  to  the 
Vvorld,  and  cannot  be  recalled.  The  per- 
fecution  of  an  innocent  printer  cannot  al- 
ter faiSbs,    nor  refute  arguments. Do  not 

furnifti  me  with  farther  materials  againft 
yourfelf.  An  honeft  man,  like  the  true  re- 
ligion, appeals  to  the  underftanding,  or  mo- 
deftly  confides  in  the  internal  evidence  of 
his  confcience.  The  impoftor  employs  force 
inftead  of  argument,  impofes  fdence  where 
he  cannot  convince,  and  propagates  his  cha- 
racter by  the  fword. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER    LVIII. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  "January  30,  1 771. 

IF  we  recollecSl  in  what  manner  the  King's 
Friends  have  been  conftantly  employed, 
we  (hall  have  no  reafon  to  be  furprifed  at 
any  condition  of  diigracc,  to  which  the  once 
reipeiVed  name  of  Engliflimen  may  be  de- 
graded. His  Majefty  has  no  cares  but  fuch 
as  concern  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  this 
country.  In  his  royal  breaft  there  is  no  room 
left  for  refentment,  no  place  for  hoftile  fenti- 
mcnts  againft  the  natural  enemies  of  his  crown. 

The  fyftem  of  government  is   uniform 

Violence   and   oppreilion    at   home   can  only 
be  fupported  by  treachery  and  fubmiflion  a- 
broad.     When  the  civil  rights  of  the  people 
are  daringly  invaded  on  one  fide,  what  have  we 
to  expetSl,  but  that  their  political  rights  fhould 
be  deferted  and  betrayed,  in  the  fame  propor- 
tion, on  the  other  ?    The  plan  of  domeftic  po-  . 
licy,  which  has  been  invariably  purfued,  from 
the  moment  of  his  prefent  iViajefty's  acceflion, 
i-rtTofies   all  the   attention    of   his    fervants. 
THey  kiiow  that  the  fecurity  of  their  places 

de- 
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depends  upon  their  maintaining,  at  any  ha- 
zard, the  fecret  fyftem  of  the  clolet.  A  fo- 
reio-n  war  might  embarrafs,  an  unfavourable 
event  might  ruin  the  minifter,  and  defeat  the 
deep-laid  fcheme  of  policy,  to  which  he  and 
his  affociatcs  owe  their  employments.  Rather 
than  fufFer  the  execution  of  that  fcheme  to 
bfi  delayed  or  Interrupted,  the  King  has  been 
advifed  to  make  a  public  furrender,  a  folemn 
facrifiee,  in  the  face  of  all  Europe,  not  only 
of  the  interefts  of  his  fubjedts,  but  of  his  own 
perfonal  reputation,  and  of  the-  dignity  of 
that  crown,  which  his  predecefi'ors  have 
worn  with  honour.  Thefe.  are  ftrong  terms. 
Sir,  but  they  are  fupported  by  fad  and  argu^- 
mcnf. 

The  King  of  Great  Britain  had  been  for 
fome  years  in  pofleffion  of  an  ifland  *,  to 
which,  as  the  miniftry  themfelves  have  repeat- 
edly afierted,  the  Spaniards  had  no  claim  of 
right.  The  importance  of  the  place  is  not  in 
queflion.     If  it  were,  a  better  judgment  niiglit 

*  Ft  i.KLANOS  Island,  which  we  hnd  trken  pcf- 
feffion  of,  and  from  which  the  Spaniards  difpoiitffcd  us 
June  iDth,  1770.  This  inlulthad  like  to  havebrought 
on  a  war.  Thebiifiiiefs  however  terminated  in  anego-^ 
ciation.  The  Spaniards  agreed  to  deliver  up  the  ifland 
again,  which  they  aftually  did  on  the  16th  of"  Septem- 
btr  1771  ;  and  we  on  our  part  agreed  to  abandon  it 
afitr  iucb  fuiiendir,  which  we  alfo  peiformcd. 

F  3  be 
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be  formed  of  it  from  the  opinion  of  Lord  Aft- 
fon  and  Lord  Egmont,  and  from  the  anxiety 
of  the  Spaniards^,,  than  from  any  fallacious  in- 
fmuations  thrown  out  by  men,  whofe  intereft 
it  is  to  undervalue  that  property,  which  they 
are  determined  to  -relinquilh.  The  preten- 
fions  of  Spain  were  a  fubje6t  of  negociation 
between  the  two  courts.  They  had  been 
difcufled,  but  not  admittecti  l^he  King  of 
Spain,  in  thefe  circufnftinces,  bids  adieu  to 
amicable  negociation,.  and  appeals  diredlly  to 
tlie  fword.  The  expedition  againft  Port  Eg- 
montdocs  not  appear  to  have  been  a  fudden 
ill-concerted  enterprize.  It  feems  to  have 
been  conducted  not  only  with  the  ufual  mi- 
litary precautions,  but  in  all  the  forms  and 
ceremonies  of  v^^ar.  A  frigate  was  firft  em- 
ployed to  examine  the  ftrength  of  the  place. 
A  meffage  was  then  fent,  demanding  imme- 
diate poffeffion,  in  the  Catholic  King's  name^ 
and  ordering  our  people  to.  depart.  At  laft  a 
inflitary  force  appears,  and  compels  the  gar- 
rifon  to  furrender.  A  formal  capitulation 
enfues,  and  his  Majefty's  fhip,  which  might 
at  leaft  have  beeji  permitted  to:  bring  home 
his  troops  immediately,  is  detained  in  port 
twenty  days,  and  her  rudder  forcibly  taken 
away.  This  train, of  fa£ts  carries  no  appear- 
ance of  the  rafhncfs  or  violence  of  a  Spanifh 
governor.  On  the  contrary,  the  whole  plan 
fcems  to  have  been  formed  and  executed,  in 

co;i- 
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confcquence  of  deliberate  orders,  and  a  regular 
inftrudtioa  from  the  Spaniili  court.  Mr.  Bu- 
carclli  is  not  a  pirate,  nor  has  he  been  treated 
as  fuch  by  thofe  v.'ho  employed  him.  I  f<'el 
for  the  honour  of  a  gentleman,^  when  I  affirni 
that  our  King  owes  him  a  fignal  reparation. 
— Where  v/ili  the  humiliation  of  this  country 
end  !  A  King  of  Great  Britain,  not  con- 
tented with  placing  himfelf  upon  a  level  witii 
a  Spanifh  governor,  defcends  fo  low  as  to  do 
a  notorious  injuftice  to  that  governor.  As  a 
falvo  for  his  own  reputation,  he  has  been  ad- 
vifed  to  traduce,  the  character  of  a  brave  officer, 
and  to  treat  hiin  as  a  common  robber,  when 
he  knew  with  certainty  that  Mr.  Bucarclli 
had  a6led  in  obedience  to  hhs  orders,  and  had 
done  no  more.thar^  his- duty.  Thus  it  hap- 
pens in  private  life,  with  a  man  v/ho  has  no 
fpirit  nor  fenfe  of  honour. — One  of  his  equals 
orders  a  fervant  to  ftrike  him. — ^Inflread  of  re- 
turning the  blow  to  the  mafter,  his  courage  is 
contented  with  throwing  an  afperfion,  equally 
falfq.  and  public,  upon  the  charadlcr  of  the- 
f?rv.an.t.. 

This  {hort  recapitulation  was  neceflary  to 
introduce  the  confideration  of  his  Majefly's 
fpeech  of  13th  November,  1770,  ajid  the 
fubfequent;,  meafures  of  government.  The 
exccffive  caution,  with  which  the  fpeech  was 
tjrawn  up,  had  imprefled  upon  me  an  early, 
F  4  con- 
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coiivi(ftion,  that  no  fcrious  refentment  wm 
thought  of,  and  that  the  Gonclufion  of  the 
bufinefy,  whenever  it  happened,  miift,  in  fomc 
degree,  be  diftionourablc  to  Enoland.  There 
appears  through  the  whole  fpeech  a  guard  and 
referve  in  the  choice  of  expreffion,  which  fhews 
how  careful  the  miniftry  were  not  to  eiDbarrafe 
their  future  projecfls  by  any  firm  or  fpirited 
rfecraration  from  the  throne.  When  all  hopes 
of  peace  are  loft,  his  Majefly  tells  his  parlia- 
menr,  that  he  is  preparing, not  for  barba- 
rous war,  but  (widi  all  his  mother's  foftnefs) 

fff  a  different  fituatlcn. An  rpen  hoftility, 

authsrifed  by  the  Catholic  Kin?,  is  called 
an  iiP.  of  a  governor.  This  a£^,  to  avoid  the- 
mention  of  a  regular  fjege  and  furrender,  paflcs 
under  the  piratical  defcription  of  feizing  hy 
force: ;  and  the  th'ng  taken  is  defcribed,  ncit  as 
a  part  of  the  King's  territory  or  proper  do- 
minion, but  merely  as  ^  polJgJjhn^  a  word  ex- 
prefsly  chofen  in  contradiftin6lion  to,  and  ex- 
clufion  of  the  idea  of  righty  and  to  prepare  us 
for  a  future  furrender  both  of  the  right  and-  of 
the  poileffion.  Yet  this  fpeech,  Sir,  cautious 
and  equivocal  as  it  i?,  cannot,  by  any  fo- 
phiflry,  be  accommodated  to  the  meafure?> 
which  have  fince  been  adopted.  It  feemed 
to  promife,  that  whatever  might  be  given  up 
by  fecret  ftipulation,  fome  care  would  be  taken 
to  fave  aj>peBrances  to  the  public.  The  event 
fhews  u?,  that  to  depart,  in  tkc  rainuteft  ar- 
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ticic,  from  the  nicety  and  fl-ridlneTs  of  punc- 
tilio, is  as  dangerous  to  national  honour,  as 
to  female  virtue.  The  woman,  v/ho  adrriits- 
of  one  familiarity,  feldom  knows  where  to 
flop,  or  what  to  refufe  ^  and  when  the  coun- 
I'els  of  a  great  country  give  way  in  a  fingle 

inftance, ^when  they  once  are  inclined  to 

fubmilHon,  every  ftep  accelerates  the  rapidity 
of  the  dcfcent.  The  miniftry  thcmfclves,  when . 
they  framed  the  fpeech,  did  not  forefee,  that 
tliev  fbpuld  ever  accede  to  fuch  an  accommo- 
dation, as  they  have  fnice  advifed  their  mafler. 
to  accept  of.. 

The  King  fays,  The  honour  of  my  cnrvon  and 
the  rights  of  my  people  are  deeply  affcRed.  The 
Spaniard,  in  his  reply,  fays,  /  give  you  hack 
^ojj'ejfiony  hut  I  adhere  to  my  claim  of  prior  righty 
referring  the  aJJ'ertion.ofitfor  a  more  favourable , 
(fportunity  t . 

The  fpeech  {^ys^  /  made  an  immediate  de^~ 
mand  of  fatlsfaHlony  and  if  that  faih^  I  am. 
prepared  to  do  my  felf  jujUce.  This  im.mediate 
demand  mufthave  been  fent  to  Madrid  on  the- 
i.2th  of  September,  or  in  a  f^w  days  after,. 
It.  was  certainly  refuied,.;  or  evaded,  and  the.- 

King  has  not  done  himfelf  juftiee.- When. 

the  firft  magiftrate  fpeaks  to  the  nation,.,  fome- 
care  fhouldbe  taken  of  his  apparent  verafcity.. 

F  5        •  Thi: 
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The  fpeech  proceeds  to  fay,  /  Jhall  net 
d'ifcontinue  my  preparations  until  I  have  received 
proper  reparation  for  the  i7ijury.  if  this  afili- 
rance  may  be  relied  on,  what>,an  enormous 
expence  is  entailed,  Jine  die^  upon  this  un- 
happy country !  Reftitution  of  a  jTOfTeflion, 
and  reparation  of  an  injury^  are  as  different  in 
fubftance,  as  they  are  in  language.  The 
V^ry  aft  of  reftitution  may  contain,  as  in 
this  inftance  it  palpably  does,  a  fhameful 
aggravation  of  the  injury.  A  man  of  fpirit 
does  not  meafure  the  degree  of  an  injury  by 
the  mere  pofitive  damage  he  has  fuftained-. 
He  confiders  the  principle  on  which  it  is 
founded  •,  be  rerents  the  fuperiority  afierted 
over  him,  and  rejefts  with  indignation  the 
claim  of  right,  which  his  adverfary  endeavours 
to  eftabliihj  and  would  force  himto  acknow- 
ledge. 

-iTHE  motives^  on  which  the  Catholic 
Kij5g  makes  reftitution,  are,  if  pofiible, 
inore  infolent  and  difgraceful  to  our  Sove- 
reign, than  even  the  declaratory  condition 
annexed  to  it.  After  taking  four  months  to 
confider,  whether  the  expedition  was  under- 
taken by  his  own  orders  or  not,  he  conde- 
fcends  to  difavow  the  enterprize,  and  to  re- 

ftore  the  ifland, not  from  any  regard  to 

juftice  ; — not  from  any  regard  he  bears  to  his 
Britannic  Majeftyj  but  m^xdy  from  the  per- ^ 
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fuafion-,  in  which  he  /V,  of  the  -pacific  fcniimeiiU 
of  the  King  of  Great  Britain. — At  this  rate,  if 
our  King  had  dilcovered  the  fpirit  of  a  man, 

if  he  had  made  a  peremptory,  demaiid  of 

fatisfa(Slion,  the  King  of  Spaitj  would  have 
^iven  him  a.  peremptory  refufal.  But  why- 
this  unfeafonable^  this  ridiculous  mention  ef 
the  King  of  Great  Britain's  pacific  inten- 
tions ?  Have  they  ever,  been  in  queftion  ? 
Was  He  the  aggrefTor  ?  Does  hje.  attack  fo- 
reign povi^ers  without  provocation?  Does  lie 
even  refift,  when  he  is  infuLted  ?  No,.  Sir,..- if  ■ 
any  ideas  of  ftrife  or  hoflility  have  entered 
his  royal  mind,  they  have  a  very  different  di- 
rection. The  enemies  of  England  have  ruo-- 
thing  to  fear  from  them. 

After  all,  Sir,  to  what  kind  of  difavowjal 
has  the  King  of  Spain  at  lafl  confented  ?  Sup- 
pofing  it  made  in  proper  time,   it  (hould  have- 
besn .  accompaHied    with    inftant    reftitution  ; 
and    if  Mr.   Eucarelli    adled  without   orders, 
he   defcrved   death.      Now,    Sir,    inflead   of 
immediate  rcftitution,  we  have  a  four  months  . 
ncgoclation,     and    the    officer,    whofc    atft    is 
difavowed,    returns   to   court, .  and    ij  loaded . 
with  honours. 

If  the  a6lual  fi£uation.  of  Europe-  be  conG-- 
dered,  the  treachery  of  the    Kijig's   fervants, 
particularly  of  Lord  North,    who    takes  the 
F  6  whole 


108  LETTERS      OF 

whole  upon  himfv'lf,  will,  appear  in  the  ftrong- 
eft  colours  of  aggravation..  Our  allies  were 
mafters  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  King  of 
France's  prefent  averfion  from  war,  and  the 
diftra(9;ion  of  his  affairs  are  notorious.  He 
is  now  in  a  ftate  of  war  with  his  people- 
In  vain  did  the  Catholic  King  folicit  him  to 
take  part  in  the  quarrel  againll  us.  His  fi- 
nances were  in  the  lafl:  diforder,  and  it  was 
probable  that  his  troops  njight  find  fufficicnt- 
employment  athome.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
we  might  have  diftated  the  law  to  Spain. 
There  are  no  terms,  to  which  flie  might  not 
have  been  compelled  to  fubmit^  At  the  worfl, 
a  war  with  Spain  alone  carries  the  faireft 
promife  of  advantage.  One  good  effedl  at 
leaft  would  have  been  immediately  produced 
by  it.  The  defertion  of  France  would  have 
irritated  her  ally,  and  in  all  probability  have 
diflblvcd  the  family  compa6b.  The  fcene  is 
now  fatally  changed.  The  advantage  is 
thrown  away.  The  moft  favourable  opportu- 
nity is  lofl. Hereafter  we  fhall  know  the 

value  of  it.  When  the  French. King  is  re- 
conciled to  his  fubjedls  j.  when  Spain  has 
comp.lted  her  preparations  ;  when  the  col- 
ledbed  ftrengfeli  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon; 
attacks  us  at  once,  the  King  bimfelf  will  be 
able  to.  detenriine  upon  the  wifdoin  or  impru- 
dence of  his  prefent  conduil.  As  far  as  the 
probability    of    argiuncnt   extends,,   we    may 
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'fafely  pronounce,  that  a  conjunflure,  which 
threatens  the  very  being  of  this  country,, 
has  been  wilfully  prepared  and  forwarded  by 
our  own  miniftry.  How  far  the  people  may 
be  animated  to  refiftance  utxier  the  prefer\rad- 
miniftration,  I  know  not;  but  this  I  know 
with  certainty,  that,  under  the  prefent  admi- 
niftration,  or  if  any  thing  like  it  fhould  con- 
tinue, it  is  of  very  little  moment  whether  we 
are  a  conquered  nation  or  not  *. 

Having,  travelled  thus  far  in  the  high: 
road  of  matter  of  faft,  I  may  now  be  permit- 
ted to  wander  a  little  into  the  field  of  imap^i- 

*  The  King^s  ncceptance  of  the  Spanifh  Ambafla- 
'  dor's  declaration  is  drawn  up  in  barbarous  French,  and 
ficrntd  by  theEarl  of  Rochford.  This  diplomatic  Lord 
has  fpent  his  life  in  the  ftudy.and  praiSlice  of  Etiquettesy. 
and  is  fuppofed  to  be  a  profound  mafier  pf  tlie  cere- 
monies. I  wi-U  not  iflfult  him  by  any  reference  to  grarnr 
Hiar  or  common  fenfe,  if  he  were  even  acquainted  whfi 
the  common  forms  of  his  efface,  Llliould  think  himViS; 
^  well  qualified  for  it,  as  any  man  in  his  Majefty's  fpr- 
yice. — The  reader  is  reqiicited  to  obicrve  Lord  S.ocJir 
ford's  method  of  authenticating  a  public  inftriunent. 
*<  En  foi  de  quol,  moi  foufTi^ne,  un  das  prircipaux  ISe-- 
*<  cretaires  d'Etat  S. .M._B.  ai  figne, la  p  refente  de  nia 
.♦*  fignature  ordinaire,  et  icelle  fait  appoTerle  cachet  de 
'*  nw  arraes."  In  three  lines- there  are  no  Jefs  than 
feve.n  falfe  concords.  But  the  man  does  not  even  know 
t-he  ftile  of  his  office; — ^If  he  had  knoyv'n  it,  he  would 
have  laid  '♦  nous  foufilgne  Secretaire  d'Etat  de  S.  M.  B,. 
*'  avons  figne,  &'c. 

nation^ 
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nation.  Let  us  banifli  from  our  minds  the 
perfuafion  that  thefe  events  have  really  hap- 
pened in  the  reign  of  the  beil  of  princes. 
Let  us  confider.  them  as  nothing  inore  than 
the  materials  of  a  fable,  in  which  we  may 
conceive  the  Sovereign  of  {x>me  other  country 
to  be  concerned.  L  mean  to  violate  all  tlie 
laws  of  probability,,  when  I  fuppofe  that  this 
imaginary  King,-  after'  having  voluntarily 
difgraced  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  his  fubjefls, 

might  return  to  a  fenfe  of  his  difhonour ; 

that  he  might,  perceive  the  fnare  laid  for  him 
by  his  minifters,  and  fed  a  ^rk  of  fhame 
kindling  in  his  breaft. — The  part  he  muil 
then  be  obliged  to  a6b,  would  overwhelm  him 
with  confufion.  To  his  parliament  he  muft 
fay,  /  called  you  together  to  receive  ypur'  advics, 

and  ha'ue  never  ajked  your- sphnon.-. To  the 

merchant, /  have  dijlrejj'ed  your  commerce  ; 

/  have  dragged  your  feamen  out  of  your  Jhlps., , 
I  have  loaded  you  with  m  grievous  weight  of  in- 
furances. —  To  the  landholder, — I  told  you  war 
xvas  too  probable^  when  I  was  -determined  to  fub- 
mit  ta.any  terms  of  accommodation  \  I  extorted 
ne%v  taxes  from  you  before  it  was  pcjffible .  they 
could  be  ivantedy  and  am  nczv  unable  to  account 

for  the  application  of  them. To.  the  public 

creditor, — /  have  deliruered  up  your  fortunes  a 
prey  to  foreigners  and  to  the  vile/i  of  your  fellow 
fubjeits.  Perhaps  this  repenting  Prince  might 
conclude  with  one  general  acknowledgment 

to< 
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to  them  all. /  have  irivohcd  every  rank  of 

my  fubjeils  in  anxiety  and  dijrrcfs^  and  have 
nothing  to  offer  you  in  retum^hut  the  certainty 
of  national  dijhtinoury.  an  armed  iruce^  and  peace 
without fecurity. 

If  thefe  accounts  were  fettled,  there  would 
f^ll  remain  an  apology  to  be  made  to  his 
mvy  and  to  his  army.  To  the  fir  ft  he  would 
fnyyyou  were  once  the  terror  of  the  world.  But 
g<j  back  to  your  harbours,  A  man  dijhonoured^ 
as,  I am-y.has  no  if^  for  your  fervics.  ft  is  iiot 
probable  that  he  would  appear  again  before 
his  foldiers,,evcn  in-the  paciac  ceremony,  of 
&  review..  But  wherever  he  appeared,  the 
humiliating  confefHon  would  be  extorted  from 
him.  /  have  received  a  hlcw^ — aud  had  not 
fpirit  to  refcnt  it.  I  demanded  fatisfaliiony 
and  have  accepted  a-dcdaration^  in  zvhich  the 
right  tojlrike  me  again  is  affcrted  and  corf  rmed. 
HiscoiwitenanCe  at  leaft  v/ould  fpeak  this  lan- 
guage, and  even  his  guards  would  blulit 
for  him. 

But  to  return  to  our  argument. — The  "mi- 
niftry,  itfeems,,  are  labouring  to  drav/  a  line  of 
diftinclion  between- the  honour- of  the  crown 
and  the  rights  of  the  people.  This  new  idea 
lias  yet  been  only  ftarted  in  difcourfe>  for  in  ef- 
fe<St  both  objedls  have  been  equally  facrificed. 
I  neither  underftand  the  diftindHon,.  nor  what 
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ufethe  minidry  propofe  to  make  of  it,     Hie- 
King's  honour  is  that  of  his  people.     Their 

real  honour  and  real  interell  are  the  fame. 

I  am  not  c:>ntending  for  a  vain  punclilio» 
A  clear,  unblemiihed  charader  comprehends 
not  only  the  integrity  that  will  not  offer,,  but 
tlie  fpirit  that  will  not  fubmit  to  an.  injury  j 
and.  whether  it  belongs  to  an  individual  or. 
to  a  commujiit?/,  it  is  the  foundation  of 
peace,  of  independence,  and  of  fifety.  Pri- 
vate credit  is  wealth  ; ^public  honour,  is  fe- 

curity.^— - — The  feather  that  adorns  the  royal: 
bird,  fupports  his  flight.  Strip  him  of  his 
plumage  and  you  fix  him  to  ithe  earth. 

J  U  N  I  U  S.. 
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TO     THE    PRINTER     OF     THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERT.iaRR, 

SIR,  6  February,  T!^y:i, 

HOPE  your  correfpondent  yunvn  \%- 
better  employed  than  in  anfwering  or 
reading  the  criticifms  of  a  news-papcn  This 
is  a  tafkj  from  which,,  if  he  were  incJined  to 
fubmit  to  it,  his  friends  ought  to  relieve  him. 
Upon  this  principle,  I  Ihall  undertake  to  an- 
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fvvcr  Aafi-Junius ;  more,  I  believe,  to  his 
conviction  than  to  his  fatisfadion.  Not 
daring  to  attack  the  main  body  of  yu7iius''«t 
Jaft  letter ;  he  triumphs  in  having,  as  he 
think:?,  ftirprifed  an  out-poft,  and  cut  off  a 
detached  argument,  a  mere  ftraggling  propo- 
fition.  But  even  in  this  petty  v^'arfare,  he 
(hall  find  himfelf  defeated. 

Junius  does  not  fpealc  of  the  Spanifli 
nation  as  the  natural  enemies  of  England.  He 
applies  that  defcription,  with  the  ftritSleft 
truth  and  juftice,  to  the  Spanifh  Court.  From 
the  moment,  when  a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of 
Bourbon  afcended  thai:  throne,  their  whole 
lyllem  of  government  was  inverted  and  be- 
came hoftile  to  this  country.  Unity  of  pof- 
feflion  introduced  a  unity  of  politics,  and 
Lewis  the  fourteenth  had  rcafon  whea  he  faid 
to  his  grandfon,  "  The  Pyrenees  are  removed.'* 
The  hiftory  of  the  prefent  century  is  one 
continued  confirmation  of  the  prophecy. 

The  afFertion  "  That  violence  and  oppref- 
"  Jion  at  home  can  only  be-  fupparted  by  treachery 
"  and fitlnnijpon  abroad"  is  applied  to  a  free 
people,  whofe  rights  are  invaded,  net  to  the 
government  of  a  country,  where  defpotic 
or  abfolute  pov/er  is  confelTediy  veiled  in  the 
prince  j  and  with  this  application,  the  afler- 
tion  is  true.     An  abfolute  monarch  having  no 

points: 
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points. to  carry  at  home,  will  naturally  maini- 
tain  the  honour  of  his  crown  in  all  his  tranf-- 
aftions  with  forelgo  powers.  Bir^if-we  could 
fuppofe  the  fOvereign  of  a  f:^e  nation  pof- 
fefied  with  a  defign  to  make  himfelf  abfolute,^ 
he  would  be  inco-nfiftent  with  himfclf- if  he 
liiifered  bis  progedls  to  be  interrupted  or  em- 
barralTed  by  a  foreign  war;  iinlefs  that  war 
tended,  as  in  fome  cafes  it  might,  to  promote 
kb  principal  defigni.  Of-  the  three  excep- 
tions to  this  general  rule  of  coi>dd<Sl:,  (quoted 
by  Anti-Jmiius)  that  of  Oliver  Cromwell- 
is  the  only  one  in  point;  Harry  the  Eighth^, 
by  the  fubmiilTon  of  his  parliament,  was  as- 
abfolute  a  prince  as  Lewis  the  Fourteenth. 
Queen  Elizabeth's  government  was  not  op-- 
prelfive  to  the  people ;  and  as  to  her  tbreipv 
wars,  it  ought  to  be  confidered  that  they 
were  unavoidable.  The  national  honour  was 
not  in  queftion.  She  was  compelled  to  fight 
in  defence  of  her  own  perfon,  and  of  her  title 
to  the  crown.  In  the  common  caufe  of  felf^ 
ifli  policy,  Oliver  Cromwell  fhould  have  cul- 
tivated the  fiiendfliip  of  foreign  power-Sj.  or 
at  leaft,  have  avoided  difputes  with  them, 
tli§  better  to  eftablifh  his  tyranny  at  home^ 
Had  he,  been  only,  a  bad  man,^  he  wo.uld  havc; 
facrificed  the  honour  c^  the  nation  to .  the. 
fuccefs  of  his  domcftic  policy.  But,  with  all 
his  crimes,  he  had  the  fpirit  of  an  Engliih-. 
man.     The  conduiSl  of  fuch  a  man  muft  a|«, 

ways 
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ways  be  an  exception  to  vulgar  rules.  He 
had  abilities  lufficlent  to  reconcile  contra- 
dicStions,  and  to  make  a  great  nation  at  the. 
fame  moment  unhappy  and  fonnidable.  If  it 
were  not  for  the  refpetSt  I  bear  the  miiiiftei',  I 
could  name  a  man,  who,  without  one  grain, 
of  underflanding,  can.  do,  half  as  much  as, 
Oliver  Cromwell. 

Whether  or  no  there  be  2.  f^cret  fyjhni  In 
the  clofet,  and  what  may  be  the  obje£l:  of  it,, 
are  queftions,  which  can  only  be  determined 
by   appearances,   a-nd    on   which  every   man 
muft  decide  for  himfelf. 

The  whole  plan  of  yunius's  letter  proves 
that  he  himfelf  makes  no  diftin<Stion  between 
the  real  honour  of  the  crown  and  the  real  in- 
tereft  of  the  people.  In  the  climax,  to  which 
your  correfpondent  objedls,  yunius  adopts  the 
language  of  the  Court,  and,  by  that  confor- 
mity, gives  flrength  to  his  argument.  He, 
fays  that,  "  the  King  has  not  only  facrijiced  thS;. 
*'  interejh  of  his  people.^  but^  (what  \ya3  likely 
"  to  touch  him  more  nearly)  his  perfonal  re-* 
putatlon  and  the  dignity  of  his  crown.'^ 

The   queries,    pat   by  Anti-yunlaSy.   cajn 
only   be   anfwered   by  the   miniftry,     Aban^ 
doned  as  they  are,  I  fancy  they  will  not  con- 
fefs  that  they  have  for  fo  many  years  main- 
tained 
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taincd  pofTefiion  of  another  man's  property. 
After  admitting  the  afTertion  of  the  minifirv 
— v\7..that  the  Spnniar-ds  had  no  rightful  clairny 
and  after  juftifying  them  for  faying  fo  ; — it  is 
hU  bufinefs,  not  rntne^  to  give  us  fome  good 
reafon  {ox  \\\€\r  juffering  the  preteMjhns  of  Spain- 
to  he  a  fubjed  of  negociatton.  He  admits  the 
,i-jX&.s\ — iet  him  reconcile  them  if  he  can.. 

The  laft  paragr?rph  brings  us  back  to  the 
original  quefUon,.  whether  the  Spanifli  decla- 
ration contains  fuch  a  fatisfadion  as  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  ought  to  have  accepted. 
This  was  the  field,  upoiv  which  he  ought  to 
have  encountered  funim  openly  and  fairly.. 
But  here  he  leaves  the  argument,  as  no  longer 
defenfible.  I  fliall  therefore  conclude  with  one 
general  admonition  to  my  fellow  fubjecSts ; — i 
that,  when  they  hear  thefe  matters  debated, 
they  fliould  not  fufFer  themfelves  to  be  mifled; 
by  general  declamations  upon  the  conveniences 
of  peace,  or  the  miferies  of  war.  Between,, 
peace  and  war,  abftrafledly,  there  is  not,  there 
cannot  be  a  queftic'n  in  the  mind  of  a  rational 
being.  The  real  queftions  are.  Have  we  any 
fecurity  that  the  peace  we  hdvefo  dearly  p74r chafed 
will  lafl  a  twelvemonth  ?  and  if  not, — have  we^ 
or  have  we  noty  jacrificed  the  fairejl  opportunity 
of  making' war  with  advantage? 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 

I.  E  T  T  E  R 
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TO      THE      PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,  22  Jprllj  1771- 

TO  write  for  profit  without  taxing  the 
prefs  ; — — to   write   for    fame    and   to 

be  unknown  ; to  fupport  the  intrigues  of 

fa6l:ion  and  to  be  difowned,  as  a  dangerous 
auxiliary,  by  every  party  in  the  kingdom, 
are  contradi6lions,  which  the  minifter  muft 
reconcile,  before  I  forfeit  my  credit  with 
the  pufelic.  I  may  quit  the  fervice,  but  it 
would  be  abfurd  to  fufpetSt  me  of  defertion. 
The  reputation  of  thefe  papers  is  an  honour- 
able pledge  for  my  attachment  to  the  people. 
To  facrifice  a  refpe<5led  charafter,  and  to  re- 
nourtce  the  efteehi  of  foctety,  requires  more 
than  Mr.  Wedderbiirne's  *  refolution  ;  and 
though,  in  hiiti,  it  was  rather  a  profeffion 
than  '  a   defertion   of  his  principle's,  [I  fpeak 

*  Mr.  WeddhR'BURNe  had  once  left  the  Minide- 
ria!  party  aiui  joined  Oppofuion,  but  he  foon.returned 
to  his  old  friends.    ; 

tent- 
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tenderly  of  this  gentleman,  for  when  treache- 
ry is  in  quefl-ion,  I  think  we  fhould  make 
allowances  for  a  Scotchman,]  yet  we  have 
feen  him  in  the  houfe  ol"  commons  over- 
whelmed with   confufion,    and   almoft   bereft 

of  his  faculties. But  in  truth.  Sir,  I  have 

left  no  room  for  an  accommodation  with  the 
piety  of  St.  James's.  My  offences  are  not 
to  be  redeemed  by  recantation  or  repentance. 
On  one  fide,  our  warmeft  patriots  would  dif- 
claim  me  as  a  burthen  to  their  honeft  ambi- 
tion. On  the  other,  the  vileft  proftitution, 
if  Junius  could  defcend  to  it,  would  lofe  its 
natural  merit  and  influence  in  the  cabinet, 
and  treachery  be  no  longer  a  recommendation 
to  the  royal  favour. 

The  perfons,  who,  till  within  thefc  few 
years,  have  been  moft  diftinguifhed  by  their 
zeal  for  high  church  and  prerogative,  are 
now  it  feems  the  great  aflertors  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  houfe  of  commons.  This  fud- 
den  alteration  of  their  fentiments  or  lan- 
guage carries  with  it  a  fufpicious  appear- 
ance. When  I  hear  the  undefined  privileges 
of  the  popular  branch  of  the  legiflature  ex- 
alted  by    Tories   and   Jacobites,    at    the   ex- 

.  pence  of  thofe  ftridl  rights,  which  are  known 
to  the  fubje£l  and  limited  by  the  laws,  I 
cannot  but  fufpeft,  that  fome  mifchievous 
fcheme   is  in  agitation,   to  deftroy  both  law 

^'  *  andi 
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IiiiJ  privilege,  by  oppofing  them  to  each 
other.  They  who  have  uniformly  denied  the 
power  of  the  whole  legiflature  to  alter  the 
ilefcent  of  the  crown,  and  whofe  anceftors, 
in  rebellion  againft  his  Majefty's  family, 
have  defended  that  dodlrine  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  now  tell  us  that  privilege  of  par- 
liament  is   the   only   rule   of  right,   and   tlie 

•chief  fecurity  of  the  public  freedom. 1  fear 

Sir,  that,  while  forms  remain,  there  has  been 
'fome  material  change  in  the  fubftance  of  our 
conftitution.  The  opinions  of  thefe  men 
were  too  abfurd  t©  be  fo  eafily  renounced.  Li- 
beral minds  are  open  to  convidlion — Liberal 

do£lrincs   are  capable    of  improvement. -- 

There  arc  profelites  from  athcifm,  but  none 

from  fupeiftition.- ^If  their  prefent  profef- 

'  lions  were  fincere,  I  think  thty  could  not  but 
be  highly  offended  at  feeing  a  a  queftion,  con- 
cerning    parliamentary   privilege,    unnecefla- 
ri!y  ftarted  at  a  feafoii  fo  unfavourable  to  the 
"  houfe  of  commons,  and  by  fo  very  mean  and 
'  infignificant  a   perfon  as   the  minor   Onjlovj^ 
They  knew  that  the  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
mons, having  commenced  hoftilities  with  the 
people,    and  degraded    the  authority  of  the 
laws     by  their     own  example,     were  likely 
enough  to   be   refifted,  per  fas  fe'  nefas.     If 
they    were    really  friends    to   privilege,    they 
would  have  thought  the  queftion  of  right  too 
'dangerous  to  be  hazarded  at  this  feafon,  and, 

with- 
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without  the  formality  of  a  convention,  would 
have  left  it  undecided. 

I  HAVE  been  filent  hitherto,  though  not 
from  that  fhameful  indifference  about  the  in- 
terefts  of  fociety,  vi'hich  too  many  of  us  pro- 
fefs,  and  call  moderation.  I  confefs,  Sir, 
that  I  felt  the  prejudices  of  my  education,  in 
favour  of  a  houfe  of  commons,  ftill  hanein^^ 

'  DO 

about  me.  I  thought  that  a  queftion,  be- 
tween law  and  privilege,  could  never  be 
brought  to  a  formal  decifion,  without  incon- 
venience to  the  public  fervice,  or  a  manlfefl: 
diminution  of  legal  liberty  j — that  it  ought 
therefore  to  be  carefully  avoided  :  and  when 
I  faw  that  the  violence  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons had  carried  them  too  far  to  retreat,  I 
determined  not  to  deliver  a  hafty  opinion 
upon  a  mutter  of  fb  much  delicacy  and  im- 
portance. 

The  ftate  of  things  is  much  altered  In  this 
country,  fince  it  was  neceflary  to  prote<5l  our 
reprefentatives  againft  the  dire6l  power  of 
the  crown.  We  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
from  prerogative,  but  every  thing  from  un- 
due influence.  Formerly  it  was  the  intereft 
of  the  people,  that  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment fliould  be  left  unlimited  and  undefined. 
At  prefent  it  is  not  only  their  intereft,  but  I 
hold  it  to  bc^  effentially  nccqlTary  to  the  pfe- 

fervation 
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fervation  of  the  conftltution,  that  the  privi- 
leges of  parliament  fhould  be  ftri£tly  afcer- 
tained,  and  confined  within  the  narroweft 
bounds  the  nature  of  their  inftitution  will  ad- 
mit of.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  on  which 
I  would  have  refifted  prerogative  in  the  laft 
century,  I  now  refift  privilege.  It  is  indif- 
ferent to  me,  whether  the  crown,  by  its  own 
immediate  acl,  impofes  new,  and  difpenfes 
with  old  laws,  or  whether  the  fame  arbitrary 
power  produces  the  fame  efFe6ts  through  the 
medium  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  We 
trufted  our  reprefentatives  with  privileges  for 
their  own  defence  and  ours.  We  cannot 
hinder  their  defertion,  but  we  can  prevent 
their  carrying  over  their  arms  to  the  fervice 
of  the  enemy. — It  will  be  faid,  that  I  begin 
with  endeavouring  to  reduce  the  argument 
concerning  privilege  to  a  mere  queftion  of 
convenience ; — that  I  deny  at  one  moment 
what  I  would  allow  at  another  j  and  that  to 
refift  the  power  of  a  proftituted  houfe  of 
commons  may  eftablifli  a  precedent  injurious 
to  all  future  parliaments. — To  this  I  anfwer 
generally,  that  human  affairs  are  in  no  in- 
ftance  governed  by  ftrift  pofitive  right.  If 
change  of  circumftances  were  to  have  no 
weight  in  diredling  our  condudl  and  opi- 
nions, the  mutual  intercourfe  of  mankind 
would  be  nothing  more  than  a  contention 
between  pofitive  and  equitable  right.  Socie- 
Vol,  IL  G  ty 
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ty  would  be  a    ftate   of  war,   and    law  itfelf 
would  be  injuftice.     On  this  general  ground, 
it  is  highly  reafonable,   that  the  degree  of  our 
fubmiflion   to   privileges,    which    have    never 
been  defined  by  any  pofitive  law,   fhould   be 
confidered  as  a  queftion  of  convenience,   and 
proportioned  to  the  confidence  we  repofe  in 
the  integrity  of  our   reprefentatives.     As  to 
the  injury  we  may  do  to  any  future  and  more 
refpe6lablc   houfe  of  commons,  I  own  I   am 
not  now  fanguine  enough  to  e^-pecl  a  more 
plentiful    harvefl:  of   parliamentary   virtue   in 
one   year  than   another.      Our   political    cli- 
mate is  feverely  altered  :    and,  without  dwel- 
ling upon   the  depravity  of  modern  times,  I 
think  no  reafonable  man  will  expecSl  that,  as 
human  nature  is  conftituted,  the  enormous  in- 
fluence of  the  crown  fhould  ceafe  to  prevail 
over  the  virtue  of  individuals.     The  rnifchief 
lies  too  deep  to  be  cured  by  any  remedy,  lefs 
than  fome  great  convulfion,  which  may  either 
carry  back  the  conflitution  to  its  original  prin- 
ciples, or  utterly  deflroy  it.     I  do  not  doubt 
that,   in  the  firfl  feflion  after  the  next  election, 
fome  popular  meaiures  may  be  adopted.     The 
prefent  houfe  of  commons  have  injured  them- 
felves  by  a  too  early  and  public  profcffion  of 
their  principles ;   and  if  a  flrain  of  proflitu- 
tion,  which    had  no   example,    were  within 
the  reach  of  emulation,  it  might  be  impru- 
dent CO  hazijxd  the  experiiTient  Coo  Toon.     B'ut 
i-~-  after 
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after  all,  Sir,  it  is  very  immaterial  whether 
a  houfe  of  commons  ftiall  preferve  their  vir- 
tue for  a  week,  a  month,  or  a  year,  l^he 
influence,  which  makes  a  feptennial  parlia- 
ment dependent  upon  the  pleafure  of  the 
crown,  has  a  permanent  operation,  and  can- 
not fiiil  of  fuccefs. — My  premifes,  I  know, 
will  be  denied  in  argument,  but  every  man's 
confcience  tells  him  they  are  true.  It  re- 
mains then  to  be  confidcred,  whether  it  be 
for  the  interefl:  of  the  people  that  privilege  of 
parliament  (which  *,  in  refpe61:  to  the  pur- 
pofes,  for  which  it  has  hitherto  been  ac- 
quiefced  under,  is  merely  nominal)  fhould  be 
contra6led  within  feme  certain  limits,  or 
whether  the  fubje6l  fhall  be  left  at  the  mercy 
of  a  power,  arbitrary  upon  the  face  of  it, 
and  notorioufly  under  the  direftion  of  the 
crown. 

*  "  The  neceflity  of  fecuiing  the  houfe  of  commons 
•*  againft  the  King's  power,  fo  that  no  interruption  might 
'*  be  given  either  to  the  attendance  of  the  members  iu 
"  parliament,  or  to  the  freedom  of  debate,  was  the  foun- 
*'  dation  of  parliamentary  privilege  ;  and  we  may  ob- 
*'  ferve,  in  all  the  addrefles  of  new  appointed  Speakers 
"  to  the  Sovereign,  theutmoft  privilege  they  demand  is 
♦*  liberty  of  fpeech  and  freedom  from  arrefts.  The  very 
<<  word  privilege,  means  no  more  than  immunity,  or  a 
*♦  fafcguard  to  the  party  who  poflefles  it,  and  can  ne- 
*'  ver  be  conftrued  into  an  aflive  power  of  invading  the 
••  ri<jhts  of  others/". 

G   2  I  DO 
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I  DO  not  mean  to  decline  die  queftion  of 
right.  On  the  contrary,  <Sir,  I  join  iflue 
with  the  advocates  for  privilege,  and  affirm, 
that,  "  excepting  the  cafes,  whcrejn  the  houfe 
'<  of  commons  are  a  court  of  judicature,  (to 
"  which,  from  the  nature  of  their  office,  a 
*'  coercive  povi'er  muft  belong)  and  excepting 
"  fuch  contempts  as  immediately  interrupt 
*'  their  proceedings,  they  have  no  legal  au- 
"  thority  to  imprifon  any  man  for  any  fup- 
"  pofed.  violation  of  privilege  w^hatfocver." — 
It  is  \\ot  pretended  that  privilege,  as  now 
claimed,  has  ever  been  defined  or  confirmed 
by  ftatute  j  n.idicr  can  it  be  faid,  with  any 
colour  of  truth,  to  be  a  part  of  the  common 
law  of  England,  which  had  grown  into  pre- 
fcription,  long  before  we  knew  any  thing  of 
the  exiftence  of  a  houfe  of  consimons.  As  for 
the  law  of  parliament  it  is  only  another  name 
for  the  privilege  in  queftion;  and  fince  the 
pov/er  of  creating  new  privileges  has  been 
formally  renounced  by  both  houfes, — fince 
there  is  no  code,  in  which  we  can  ftudy  the 
law  of  parliament,  we  have  but  one  way  left 
to  make  ourfelves  acquainted  with  itj — that 
is,  to  compare  the  nature  of  the  inftitution 
of  a  houfe  of  commons,  with  the  fails  upon 
record.  To  eftablifh  a  claim  of  privilege  in 
either  houfe,  and  to  diftinguifh  original  right 
from  ufiirpation,  it  muft  appear  that  it  is  in- 
.difpenfably  necefiary  for  the  performance  of 

the 
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the  duty  they  are  employed  in,  and  alfo^that 
it  has  been  uniformly  allowed.  From  »the 
firft  part  of  this  defcription  it  follows  clearly, 
that  whatever  privilege  does  of  right  belong 
to  the  prefent  houfe  of  commons,  did  equally 
belong  to  the  firft  aflembly  of  their  predecef- 
fors,  was  as  completely  vcfted  in  them,  and 
might  have  been  exercifed  m  the  fame  extent. 
From  the  fecond  we  muft  infer  that  privi- 
leges, which  for  feveral  centuries,  were  not 
only  never  allowed,  but  never  even  claimed 
by  the  houfe  of  commons,  muft  be  founded 
upon  ufurpation.  The  conftitutional  duties 
of  a  houfe  of  commons  are  not  very  compli- 
cated nor  myfterfous.  ITiey  are  to  propofe 
or  aflent  to  wholefome  laws  for  the  benefit  of 
the  nation.     They  are  to-  grant  the  neceffary 

aids  to  the  King ;- ^petition  for  the  redrefs 

ofgrievances,  and  profecute  treafon  or  high 
crimes  againf?  the  ftate.  If  unlimited  privi- 
lege be  neceflary  to  the  performance- of  thefe 
duties,  we  have  reafon  to  conclude  that,  for 
many  centuries  after  the  inftitution  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  they  were  never  perform- 
ed. I  am  not  bound  to  proves  a  negative,  but 
I  appeal  to  the  Englifh  hiftory  when  I  affirm 
that,  with  the  exceptions  already  ftated, 
(which  yet  I  might  fafely  relinquifh)  there 
is  no  precedent,  from  the  year  1265  to  the 
death  of  Qiieen  Elizabeth,  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  having  imprifoned  any  man  (not 
G  3  a  meni-t- 
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a  member  of  their  houfe)  for  contempt  or 
breach  of  privilege.  In  the  moft  flagrant 
cafeSj  and  when  their^  acknowledged  privileges 
were  moft  grofsly  violated,  the  poor  Commons^ 
as  they  then  ftiled  themfelves,,  never  took, 
the  power  of  punlihment  intg  their  own 
hands.  They  either  fought  redrefs  by  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  or,  what  is  more  remark- 
able, applied  for  jufticc  to  the  houfe  of  lords  ^ 
and  wlicn  fatif-faflioa  was  denied  them  or 
delayed,  their  only  remedy  was  to  refuse  pro- 
ceeding upon  the  King*s  bufmefs.  So  little 
conception  had  our  anceftors  of  the  monftrous 
doiSlrinsSj  nov/  maintained  concerning  pri- 
vilege, that,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  even 
liberty  of  fpecch,  the  vital  principle  of  a  de- 
liberative aflembly,  was  reflrained,  by  the 
Chen's  authority,  to  a  fimplq  aye  or  no^  and' 
this  reftri<Stion,  though  impofed  upon  three 
fucceffive  parliaments  *,  was  never  once  dif-. 
puted  by  the  houfe  of  commons. 

I  KNOW  there  are  many  precedents  of  aK- 
bi-trary  commitments  for  contempt.  But, 
befides  that  they  are  of  too  modern  a  date  to 
warrant  a  prefumption  that  fuch  a,  power  was 
originally  vefted  in  the  houfe  of  commons,-^ 
Fan  alone  does  not  conftitutq  Right.  If  it 
does,  general  warrants  jvere  lawful.-^^An  or-* 

*  In  the  years  1593— 1597— and  x6oi. 

dinance. 
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finance  of  the  two  houfes  has  a  force  equal  to 
law ;  and  the  criminal  jurifdiition  affumcd 
by  the  Commons  in  1621,  in  the  cafe  of  Ed- 
-Ward  Loyd,  is  a  good  precedent  to  v/arrant 
the  like  proceedings  againft  any  man,  who 
fhall  iinadvifedly  mention  the  folly  of  a  King, 
or  the  ambition  of  a  Princefs. — The  truth  is, , 
Sir,  that  the  greatefl  and  moft  exceptionable 
part  of  the  privileges  now  contended  for,  were 
introduced  and  afl'erted  by  a  houfe  of  com- 
mons which  aboliftied  both  monarchy  and 
peerage,  and  whofe  proceedings,  although 
they  ended  In  one  glorious  adt  of  fubflantial 
juftice,  could  no  way  be  reconciled  to  the 
forms  of  th«  conftitution.  Their  fucceflbrs 
profited  by  the  example,  and  confirmed 
their  power  by  a  moderate  or  popular  ufe  of 
it.  Thus  it  grew  by  degrees,  from  a  noto- 
rious innovation  at  one  period,  to  be  tacitly 
admitted  as  the  privilege  of  parliament  at 
another. 

If  however  it  could  be  proved,  from  con- 
fiderations  of  neceffity  or  convenience,  that 
an  unlimited  power  of  commitment  ought 
to  be  intrufted  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
that  in  fa£l  they,  have  exercifed  it  without  op- 
pofition,  ftiil,  in  contemplation  of  law,  the 
prefumption  is  ftrongly  agaii-rft  them.  It  is 
a  leading  maxim  of  the  laws  of-  England  (and, 
"without  it,  all  laws  are  nugatory)  that..ther& 
G  4  iS' 
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is  no  right  without  a  remedy,  nor  any  legal 
power,  without  a  legal  courfe  to  carry  it  into 
effed^.  Let  the  power,  now  in  queilion,  be 
tried  by  this  rule.  The  Speaker  iHUes  his 
warrant,  of  attachment.  The  party  at- 
tached either  refifts  force  with  force,  or  ap- 
peals to  a  magtftrate,  who  declares  the  war- 
rant illegal,  and  difcharges  the  prifoner. 
Does  the  law  provide  no  legal  means  for  ea- 
forcing  a  legal  warrant  ?  Is  there  no  regular 
proceeding  pointed  out  in  our  law  books  to 
aflert  and  vindicate  the  authority  of  fo  high  a 
court  as  the  houfe  of  commons  ?  The  quef- 
tion  is  anfwered  dired^ly  by  the  fa<5t.  Their 
unlawful  commands  are  refifted^  and  they 
have  no  remedy.  The  imprifonment  of  their 
own  members  is  revenge  indeed,  but  it  is  no 
aflertion  of  the  privilege  they  contend  for  *, 
Their  whole  proceeding  ftops>  and  there  they 
{land,  afliamed  to  retreat,  and  unable  to  ad- 
vance. Sir,  thefe  ignorant  men  (hould  be  in- 
formed that  the  execution  of  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land is  not  left  in  this  uncertain,  defencelefs 
condition.  If  the  procefs  of  the  courts  of 
Weftminfter    Hall  be  rcfifted,   they  have  a 

*  Upon  their  own  principles,  they  fliould  have  com- 
mitted Mr.Wilkes,  who  had  been  guilty  of  a  greater  of- 
fence than  even  the  Lord  Mayor  or  Alderman  Oliver. 
But  after  repeatedly  ordering  him  to  attend,  they  at  laft 
adjourned  beyond  the  day  appointed  for  his  attendance^ 
and  by  this  evafion,  gave  up  the  point. 

diredt 
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dire(51:  courre,  fufficient  to  inforce  fubmlfnon. 
The  court   of  King's  Bench  commands  the 
Sheriff  to  raife  the  pdjfe  coimtatns.     The  courts 
of  Chancery  and  Exchequer  iflue  a  writ  of 
rebellion^   which    muft   alfo    be    fupported,    if. 
neceflary,  by  the  power  of  the  county. — To  • 
whom  will   our  honeft  reprefentatlves  dire£l 
//;«>  writ  of  rebellion  ?    The  guards,  I  doubt 
not,  are  willing  enough  to  be  employed,  biit 
they  know  nothing  of  the  dodrine  of  writs, 
and  may  think  it  neceflary  to  wait  for  a  letter 
from  Lord  Barrlngton. . 

It  may   now  be  objected  to  me,  that  my 
arguments  prove  too  much  ;   for  that  certainly 
there  may  be   inftances  of  contempt  and  in- 
fult  to  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  do  not 
faU  within  .  my  own  exceptions,  yctj  in   re- 
gard to  the  dignity  of  the  houfe,  ought-  not 
to  pafs  unpunifhed.     Be  it  fo. — The  courts 
of.  criminal  jurifeli6lion    are   open  to   pfoia-  - 
cutions,    which,  the.  Attorney  General   may 
commence    by.  information  .  or    indi(£^ment. 
A  libel,  tending  to  afperfe  or  villify  the  houfe 
of  commoos,   of  ar>y  of  their  members,  may 
be  as  feverely  punifhed  in  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  as  a.  libel  >upon  ,the.  King^    Mr.  De 
Grey  thought  fo,  when  he .  drew  up  the  iii- 
formation  upon  my  letter  to  his  Majefty,  or 
he  had  ino  meaning  in  charging,  it.  to  be   a 
fcandalous  libel  upon  the  houfe  of  commons. 
G  5  In 
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In  my  opinion,  they  would  confult  their  real: 
dignity  much  better  by  appealing  to  the  laws 
when  they  are  offended,  than  by  violating  the 
firfl  principle  of  natural  juftice^:  which  forbids 
us  to  be  judges,  whea  we  are  parties  to  tlic 
caufe  *.. 

I  DO  not  mean  to  purfue  them  through: 
the  remainder  of  their  proceedings.  In  their 
firft  refolutions,  it  is  poflible  they  might  have 
been  deceived  by  ill-confidered  precedents. 
For  the  reft,  there,  is  no  colour  of  palliation 
or  excufe.  They  have  advifed  the  King  to 
refume  a  power  of  difpenfmg  with  the  laws 
by  royal  proclamation  f  j  and  Kings   we  fee 

are 

*  If  it  be  demanded,  In  cafe  a  fiibjeft  /Iiould  te  com'* 
"  mitteil  by  either  houfe,  for  a  matter  manifeftly  out  of 
*<  tl^eir  juriAlifticn,  what  remedy  can  he  have?  I  an- 
*'  Twes,  tliat  it  cannot  well  be  imagined  that  the  Jaw, 
♦'  which  favours  nothing  more  than  the  liberty  of  the. 
•'  fuhjefV,  fijould  give  us  a  remedy  againft  commitments 
•«  hy  the  Kiiighimfelf^  appearing  to  be  iikgal,  and  yet; 
•*  give  us  no  manner  of  redrcfsagamftu  commitment  by 
♦'  our  fellow  fiihjeils,  equally  appearing  to  be  unwar- 
•«  ranted.  But  as  this  is  a  cafe,  which  I'ain  perfu-uded^ 
"will  never  happen,  it  feems  ntediefs  over  nicely  to  ex.- 
<^  amine  it. — Haxvkins  2.  uo>"  ■  ■Ha'wkinj  nvas  «, 
good  ia--u'jer,  but  no  propbeU 

f  Ta^  hcufe  advifed  the  crown  to  iffVie  this,  iinfver*- 
felly  acknowledged*,  iilegtvl  profixutioa.   Mr>  Moretoa. 

lira.- 
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are  read j'  enough  to  follow -.fuch  advice. — By 
mere  violence,  and  without  the  (hadovv  of 
rifj^ht,  they  have  expunged  the  record  of  a. 
judicial  proceeding  %•  Nothing  remained,  but 
to  attribute  to  their  own  vote  a  power  of 
Hopping  the  whole  diHribution  of  crirnii:iiil . 
and  civil  juftice. 

The  public  virtues  of  the  chief  magiilrate 
have  long  fince  ceafed  to  be  in  queftion.  But 
it  is  faid  that  he  has  private  good  equalities, 
and  I  myfelf  have  been  ready,  to  acknowledge 
them.  They  are:  now  brought  to  the  teit.  . 
If  he  loves  his  people,  he  will  dilToIve  a  par- 
liament, which,  they  can  never  confide  in  or. 
rcfpe6l. — ^If  he  has  any  regard  for  his  own 
honour,  he  will  difdain  to  be  any  longer  con- 
nected with  fuch  abandoned  proftitution. 
But  if  it  were  conceiveable  that  a  King  of 
this  country  had  lolt  all  ConCe  of  perfonal 
honour,  and  all  concern,  for  the  welfare  of 
his  fubjc(5ls,  I  confers,  .Sir/  I  fhould  be  con- 
tented to  renoxince  the  forms  of  the  confti- 
tution   oacQ   more^.  if  there   w^xa   no  other: 

protefted  agaTvr'HflruJrtg  It.  Lord  Mansfidd  fpoke  cf- 
it  with  horror.  Thole  who  advited  it  did  not  dare  fpeak^ 
in  its  defence  ;  nor  to.ttxiich  Mr.  Wilk.e'j  fox  difcharging  - 
the  perfons  apprehended  under  it.  . 

X  Lord  Chatham  declared  tivis  to  be  the  aft  of  a  . 
joa&b,  an4  not  o|°  a  ienute. 
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way  to  obtain  fubftantial  juftice  for  the  peo- 
ple*. 

JUNIUS. 

•  When  Mr.  Wilkes  was  to  be  puniflied,  they  made 
no  fcruple  about  the  privileges  of  parliament ;  and  al- 
though it  was  as  well  known  as  any  matter  of  public 
record  and  uninterrupted  cuftom  could  be,  that  the  mem- 
bers of  either  houfe  are  prinjileged  except  in  cafe  of  trea- 
fon,  felony,  or  breach  of  peace,  they  declared  without 
hefitation  that  pri'uilege  of  parliament  did  not  extend  to 
the  cafe  of  a  feditious  libel  ^  and  undoubtedly  they  would 
have  done  the  fame  if  Mr.  Wilkes  had  been  profecuted 
forany other mifdemeanorwhatfoever.  Theminiftry  are 
ofafudden  grown  wonderfully  careful  of  privileges, 
%which  their  predeceffors  were  as  ready  to  invade.  The 
known  laws  of  the  land,  the  rights  of  the  fubjefl,  the 
I'anftity  of  charters,  and  the  reverence  due  to  our  ma- 
giftrates  muft  all  give  way,  without  queftion  or  refift- 
ance,  to  a  privilege  of  which  no  man  knows  either  the 
origin  or  the  extent.  The  houfe  of  commons  judge  of 
their  own  privileges  without  appeal: — they  may  take 
offence  at  the  moft  innocent  aftion,  and  inipriion  the 
perfon  who  offeuds  them  during  their  arbitrary  will  and 
jkleafure.  The  party  has  no  remedy  ; — he  cannot  appeal 
from  their  jurifdiftion  ;  andif  heque(tiors  the  privilege, 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  violated,  it  becomes  an 
aggravation  of  hi?  offence.  Surely  this  doflrine  is  not 
to  be  found  in  Magna  Charta.  It  it  be  admitted  with- 
out limitation,  I  aflirm  that  there  is  neithtr  law  nor  li- 
berty in  this  kingdom.  We  are  the  flaves  of  the  houie 
of  commons,  and,  through  them,  we  are  the  flaves  of 
the  King  and  his  miniftevs.    Anonymous. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  LXr: 

TO  THE  PRINTER  OF  THE  PUBLIC 
ADVERT  ISE.R. 

S- 1  Ri  i'Mi!yy  lyjT. 

THEY,  who  object  to  detached  parts  of 
Junius's  lafl  letter,,  eitlier  do  not  mean 
him  fairlyj  or  have  not  confidercd  the  gene- 
ral rfcope  and  courfe  of  his  acgument. — There 

are  degrees  in  all'  the  private  vices. Why 

not  in  public  proftitution? The  influence 

of  the   crow^n   naturally   makes   a    feptennial 

parliament  dependants Does  it  follow  that 

every  houfe  of  commons  will  plunge  at  once 

into  the    lotve/I  depths    of    proititution  ? 

Junius  fuppofes  that  the  prefcnt  houfe  of 
commons,  in  going  fuch  enormous  lengths, 
have  been  impndefit  to  themfehes^  as  well  as 
wicked  to  the  public  ; — that  their  example  is 
not  within  the  reach  of  e?milation  ; — and  that, 
in  the  firft  fefHon  after  the  next  election,  fame 
popular  meafures  may  probably  be  adopted. 
He  does  not  expeft  that  a  dillblution  of  par- 
liament will  deftroy  corruption,  but  that  at 
leaft  it  will  be  a  check  and  terror  to  their 

fuc> 
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focee{!brs,  who  will  have  feen  that,  in  Jlagrant 
cafes^  their  conftituents  caji  and  will  interpofa 
with  effect, — After  all,.  Sir,,  will  you  not  en- 
deavour to  reniove  or.  alleviate  the  moft  dan- 
gerous fymptams,.  becaufe    you   cannot  era- 
dicate ths  difeafe  ?   Will  you  not  punilh  trea- 
J'on  ot  parricide.^  becaufe  th^  fight  of  a  gibbet 
does  not  prevent  highway  robberies  ?    When 
the  main  argument  of  Junius  is  admitted  to 
be   unanfwerable,   I   think   it  would  become 
the  minor  critic,  who  hunts  for  blemifhes,  to 
be  a  little  more  diftruftful  of  his  owa  fagacity. , 
-    ■  The  other  obje<Stion  is  hardly  worth  an , 
anfwer.     When  Juntas  obferves  that  Kings- 
are   ready  enough  to  fgllow  fucjj  advice,    ha 
does  not  mean  to  infmuate  that,  if  tl^e  advice 
of  parliament  were  good,  tlie,  King  would  be 
io. ready  to  follow  it. 

EHILO    JUNIUS. 
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LET  T  E  R    LXir. 

TO    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER:. 

S- 1   R,  25  ^<^>  ^17^' 

\  CONFESS  my  partiajifey  to^  J unim,  .znd 
feel  a  confiderable'  pleafure  in  being  able 
to  commiBiicate  any  thing  ta  the  public,  in 
fuppoTt  of  his.  opinions*  The  da6ti  ine,  laid 
down  in  his  laft  letter,  concerning  the  power: 
©f  the  houfe  of  conrimons  to  commit  for  con- 
tempt, is  not  fo  new  as  it  appeared  to  many 
people,,  -vdio  .daiiZzileA!  with,  the- name  of  privi- 
lege, had  never  fuffered  tkemfelves  to  examine-- 
the  queftion  fairly.  In  the  courfe  of  my  read^ 
ing  this  marning^  I  met :  "witii  the-  folJowing^ 
pafTage  in,  the  Journals  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
naons . ,  ( Vol »  i  ft. .  page  6.0  3 . );  U pr. a  occa- 
fipn  of  a  jurifdi6lion  uolavvfully  afl'umed  by^ 
the  hoa-fe  in  the. year  162 1,  Mr.  Attorney- 
General  JSloye  gave  his  opinion  as  follows. 
**  No  doubt ,  but,  in,  fome  cafes,  this  houfe 
**  may  give  judgment  ;—'-in, matters  of  returns, 
**  and  Qoncerning  members  of  our  houfe,  or, 
"  foiling  out  in  our  view  in  parliament;  but 
"  for  foreign  matters,  knoweth  not  how  we 

"  caa. 
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"  can  judge  it. — Knoweth  not  that  we  have 
"  been  ufed  to  give  judgment  in  any  cafe  but. 
*'  thofe  beforementioned." 

Sir  Edv^^ard  Coke,  upon  the  famefub-- 
jc<St,  fays,  (page  604) "  "-No  queftion  but  this 
"  is  a  houfe  of  record,  and  that  it  hath  power 
"  of  Judicature  in  fonie  cafes  ; — hath  4Jower 
'* -to  judge,  of  returns  and  members  of  our 
*'  houfe ;  once,  no  member,  offending  out  of 
"-  the  parliament,  whtn  ht  came  hither  andjuf-. 
"  t'tfiedit^  was  cenfured  for  it." 

Now,  Sir,  if  you  will  compare  the  opinion 
of  ■  thefe  great  fages  of  the  law  with  Junius' s 

do£lrine,  you  will  find  they  tally  exadlly. 

He  allows  the  power  of  the  houfe  to  comtrat 
their  own  members  j  which  however  they 
may  grofsly  abufe.  .  He  allows  their  power , 
in  cafes  where.^they  arc  ailing  as.  a  court  of , 
judicature^  viz.  ele6lians,  returnsv  &c. — ^and 
he  allows  it  in  fuch  contempts  as  imimediately 
interrupt  their  proceedings,  or,  as  Mr.Noye 
exprefi'es  it,  falling  out  in  their  .view  in  par- 
ment^ . 

THEY,..who' would  carry  the  privileges  of 
parliament  farther  than  y««/wj,  either  do  not 
mean  well  to.the  publick,  or  know  not  what 
they  are  doing.  The  government  of  Eng- 
land is  a  government  of  law.     Wc  betray 

«>ur 
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©urfelves,  we  contradi<£l  the  fpirlt  of  our 
laws,  and  we  fhake  the  whole  fyftem  of  Eng- 
lifh  jurifprudence^  whenever  we  intruft  a  dif- 
cretionafy  power  over  the  life,  liberty,  or  for- 
tune of  the  AibjetSt,  to  any  man,  or  fet  of  men 
whatfoever,  upon  a  prefumption  that  it  will 
not  be  abuibd. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 
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TO    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD* 
VERTISER*. 

S  I  R,  28  May,    1 77 1. 

AN  Y  man,  who  takes  the  trouble  of 
perufing  the  journals  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  will  foon  be  convinced,  that 
very  little,  if  any  regard  at  all,  ought  to  be 
paid  to  the  refolutions  of  one  branch  of  the 
legiflature,  declaratory  of  the  law  of  the 
land,  or  even  of  what  they  call  the  law  of 
parliament.  It  will  appear  that  thefe  refo- 
lutions have  no  one  of  the  properties,  by 
which,  in  this  country,  particularly,  Icrw  is 
diftinguilhed  from,  mere  wtll  and  pleafure ; 
but  that,  on  the  contrary,,  they,  bear  every 
mark  of  a  power  arbitrarily  afiumed  and  ca- 

pricioufly. 
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pricioufly  applied  : That  they  are  ufually 

made  in  times  of  conteft,  awd  to  fervc  feme 
unworthy  purpofe  of  paiBon  or  party  ;- — that 
the  law  is  feldom  declared  umil  after  the 
fa61,  by  which  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  violated  } 
—-that  legiilatioji  and  jurifdidtion  are  united 
in  the  fame  perfons,  and  exercifed  at  the 
lame  moment ;— and  that  a  court,  from  which 
there  Is  no  appeal,   afi'umes  an  original  '^v\n(' 

di<5tion  in  a  criminal  cafe ; in  (hort,  Sir, 

10  colledl  a  thoufand  abfurdities  Into  one 
maf^,  "  we  have  a  law,  which  cannot  be 
"  known  becaufe  it  k  ex  pojl  fcn^o^  the^ 
"  party  is  both  legiflator  aiid  judge,  and  the 
"  jurifdidion  is  without  appeal."  Well' 
might  the  judges  fay,  The  law  of  parliament  is 
nbove  uSf 

You  will  not  wonder,  Sir,  that,  with^ 
thefe  qualifications,  the  declaratory  rcfolu- 
tions  of  the  houfe  of  commons  fhould  ap- 
pear to  be  in  perpetual  contradiction,  not 
only  to  common  fenfe  and  to  the  laws  we  are 
acquainted  with,  (and  which  alone  we  can. 
obey)  but  even  to  one  another.  I  was  led 
tp  trouble  you  witli  thefe,  obfervations  by  a 
pafTage,  which,  to  fpeak  in  li  teftring,  I  met 
with  this  rnqmiHg  in  the  courfe  of  my  reading  *^, 

*  The  above  phrafe  in  Italics   is  a  common  one 
with  Lo^rJ  Mansfield, 

aijd. 
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and  upon  which  I  mean  to  put  a  queftlon  to 
the  advocates  for  privilege.— On  the  8th  of 
March  1704,  (vide  Journals,  Vol.  14.  p. 
565)  the  houfe  thought  proper  to  corae  to- 
the  following  refolutions.— -1.  "  That  no 
"  commoner  of  England,  committed  by  thcf 
"^  houfe  of  commons  for  breach  of  privilege 
*'  or  contempt  of  that  houfe^.  ought  to  be,. 
**  by  any  writ  of  Habeas  Corpui.,  made  to  ap- 
**  pear  in  any  other  place,  or  before  aay 
"  other  judicature,  during  that  feflion  of 
"  parliament,  whi^reiii  fueh  perfoii  was  £b 
**  committed^" 

2.  «  That  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  at- 
"  tending  this  houfe,  do  make  no  return  of 
**  or  yield  any  obedience  to  the  faid  writs, 
«  oi  Hahas,  Corpus^  and  for  fUch  his  refulal 
«  that  he  have  the  prote(5Hon  of  the  houfe  of 
**  commons,"* 

Wel. 


♦  When  the  reader  compares  the  above  Rcfilution  of 
the  ^th  of  March,  1704,  with  the  following  Refoluiion  of 
the  idof  April,  1628,  he  will  be  able  to  judge  of  the  con- 
fiftency  of  the  refolves  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

"  Refolved,  That  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  cannot 
♦♦  be  denied,  but  ought  to  be  granted  to  every  man, 
■*'  that  is  committed  or  detained  in  prifon,  or  other- 
«*  wife   retrained,    by    the  <;omraand  of  the   King^ 

«  the 
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Wellbore  Ellts,  What  fay  you?  Is 
this  the  law  of  parliament  or  Is  it  not  ?  I  am 
a  plain  man.  Sir,  and' cannot  follow  you 
through  the  phlegmatic  forms  of  an  oration. 

Speak  out,  Grildrig, fay  yes,  or  no. If 

yon  fay  yes^  I  fhall  then  enquire  by  what 
authority  Mr.  De  Grey,  the  honeil  Lord 
A^ansfield,  and  the  Barons,  of  the  Exche- 
quer, dared  to  grant  a  writ  of  Habeas  Cor^ 
pus  for  bringing  the  bodies  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
and  Mr.  Oliver^  before  them,  and  why  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower  made  any  return  to 
a  writ,  which  the  houfe  of  commons  had,  in 
a  fimilar  inftance,  declared  to  be  unlawfuL 
—If  you  fay  no^  take  care  you  do  not  at  once 
give  up  the  caufe,  in  fupport  of  which  you 
have  fo  long  and  fo  laborioufly  tortured  your 

**  the  privy  council,  or  AJJV  OTHER,  he  pf ayisg  the 
•'  fame." 

The  Refolution  of  1628. is  according  to  the  law  of. 
the  land. 

The  Refolution  of  170415  an  opinion  of  the  houfe 
of  commons,  appai'ently  conuary  to  the  law  of  the 
land. 

The  Habeas  Corpus  a£t  is  the  liw  of  the  land, 
enabled  by  the  th?.ee  branches  of  the  legiflatine. 
Will,  therefore,  any  good  Aihjefl,  or  rational  man,  fup- 
pofe,  that  ONE  branch  of  the  legiflature  can  annul  a  law 
enaftedby  theWHOLETHRBE  branches. 

U!»der- 
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underjRjanding.  Take  care  you  do  not  con- 
fefs- that- there  is  no  teft  by  which  we  can  dif- 
tinguilh,— — no  evidence  by  which  we  can  de- 
termine what  is,  and  what  is  not  the  law  of 
parliament.  The  refolutions  I  have  quoted 
ftand  upon  your  journals,  uncontroverted  and 

unrepealed  ; they  contain  a  declaration  of 

the  law  of  parliament  by    a  court,  competent 
to  the  qucftion,  and   whofe  deciilon,    as  you 
and    Lord    Mansfield  fay,  muft  be  law,   be- 
caufe   there   is  no  appeal  from   it,  and  they 
were   made,   not   haftily,   but  after  long  de- 
liberation upon  a  conftitutional  queflion.    ■  ■■  - 
What  farther  fan£lion  or  folemnity  will   you 
annex  to  any  refolution  of  the  prefent  houfe 
of  commons,  beyond  what  appears  upon  the 
face  of  thofe  two  refolutions,   the  legality  of 
which  you  now   deny.     If  you  fay  that  par- 
liaments are    not   infallible,   and  that  Queen 
Anne,   in   confequence    of   the  violent   pro- 
ceedings of  that  houfe  of  commons,   v/as  o- 
bliged  to  prorogue  and  diflblve  them,  I  fhal! 
agree  with   you  very  heartily  and  think  that 
the.  precedent  ought  to  be  followed   immedi- 
ately.    But  you,   Mr.    Ellis,   who  hold    this 
language,     are   inconfiftent    with    your   own 
principles.       You    have  hitherto  maintained 
that    the    houfe    of    commons  are   the  fole 
judges  of  their  own  privileges,  and  that  their 
declaration  does,     ipfo   faiio,     conftitute   the 
law  of  parliament  i   yet  now  you  confefs  that 

par- 


142  LETTERS      OF 

parliaments  are  faJlible,  and  that  tlieir  refo- 
lutions  may  be  illegal,  confequently  that 
their  rcfolutions  do  not  conftitute  the  law  of 
parliament.  When  the  King  was  urged  to 
diffolve  the  prefent  parliament,  ydu  advifed 
him  to  tell  his  fubjefts,  that  he  was  careful 
not  to  ajjmne  any  ofthofe  powers^  which  the  con- 
Jlitution  had  placed  in  other  hands^  Sec.  Yet 
Queen  Anne,  it  feems,  was  juftified  in  ex- 
erting her  prerogative  to  flop  a  houfe  of  com- 
mons, whofe  proceedings,  compared  with 
thofe  of  the  aflembly,  of  which  you  are  a 
moft  worthy  member,  were  the  perfedtion  of 
juftiee  and  reafon. 

In  what  a  labyrinth  of  nonfenfe  does  a 
man  involve  himfelf,  who  labours  to  main- 
tain falfehood  by  argument  ?  How  much 
better  would  it  become  the  dignity  of  the 
houfc  of  commons  to  fpeak  plainly  to  the 
people,  and  tell  us  at  once,  that  their  will 
7nuft  be  obeyed^  not  becanfe  it  is  lawful  and  rea- 
fonable^  but  becaufe  it  is  their  will.  Their 
conftituents  would  have  a  better  opinion  of 
their  candour,  and,  I  promife  you,  not  a 
.worfe  opinion  of  their  integrity. 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXIV. 

TO    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON, 

MY  LORD,  22yuneijyu 

TH  E   prdfound    refpecSt    I  bear  to  the 
gracious    Prince,     who     governs    this 
country  with  no  lefs  honour  to   himfelf  than 
fatisfa(ftion   to  his  fubje6ts,  and  who  reftores 
you    to  your  rank   under    his    flandard,  will 
fave  you  from    a    multitude   of    reproaches. 
The  attention    I    (hould    have  paid  to  your 
failings  is  involuntarily  attrafted  to  the  hand 
that  rewards  them ;    and  though  I  am  not  fo 
partial  to   the   royal  judgment,   as   to  affirm, 
that  the  favour  of  a  King  can  remove  moun- 
tains of  infamy,    it  ferves  to  leffen   at  leaft, 
for    undoubtedly    it    divides     the     burthen. 
While  I    remember  how  much  is  due  to  hi$ 
iiacred   chara6ler,  I  cannot,  with  any  decent 
appearance  of  propriety,  call  you  the  meaneft 
and  the  bafeft  fellow  in  the  kingdom.     I  pro- 
tell,  my  Lord,   1  do  not  think  you  fo.     You 
will  have  a  dangerous  rival,  in  that  kind   of 
fame  to  which   you   have  hitherto  fo  happily 
direiled  your  ambition,   as   long  as  there  is 
one  man  living,  who  thinks  you  worthy  of 

his 
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his  confidence,  and  fit  to  be  trufted  with  any 
fhare  in  his  government.  I  confefs  you  have 
great  intrinfic  merit;  but  take  car£  you  do 
not  vahie  it  -too  highly.  Confider  how  much 
of  it  would  have  been  loft  to  the  world,  if  the 
King  had  not  gracioufly  affixed  his  ftamp, 
and  given  it  currency  among  his  fubje(fts. 
If  it  be  true  that  a  virtuous  man,  ftruggling 
with  adverfity,  be  a  fcene  worthy  of  the 
gods,  the  glorious  contention,  between  you 
and  the  beft  of  Princes,  deferves  a  circle, 
equally  attentive  .and  refpedlable.  I  think  I 
already  fee  other  gods  rifing  from  the  earth 
to  behold  it. 

But  this  language  is  too  mild  for  the  oc- 
cafion.  The  King  is  determined,  that  our 
abilities  fhall  not  be  loft  to  fociety.  The 
perpetration  and  defcription  of  new  crimes 
will  find  employment  for  us  both.  My  Lord, 
if  the  perfons,  who  have  been  loudeft  in  their 
profeftions  of  patriotifm,  had  done  their  duty 
to  the  public  with  the  fame  zeal  and  perfeve- 
rance  that  I  did,  I  will  not  affert  that  go- 
vernment would  have  recovered  its  dignity, 
but  at  leaft  our  gracious  Sovereign  muft  have 
fpared  his  fubjecls  this  laft  irifuk  *,  which, 
if  there  he .  any  feeling  left   among  us,  they 

•  His  Grace  had  juft  been   ?pp minted  Lord  Privy 
§,eal. 

.  ■■  will 
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will  refent  more  than  even  the  real  injuries 
they  received  from  every  meafure  of  your 
Grace's  adminiftration.  In  vain  would  he 
have  looked  round  him  for  another  charafter 
fo  confummate    as   }'ours.       Lord   Mansfield 

fhrinks  from  his  principles ; his  ideas  of 

government  perhaps  go  farther  than  your  own, 
but  his  heart  difgraces  the  theory  of  his  un- 

dcrftanding. Charles  Fox  *  is  yet  in  blof- 

fom  ;  and  as  for  Mr.  Wedderburne,  there  is 
fomething  ?.bout  him,  which  even  treachery 
cannot  truft.  For  the  prefent  therefore,  the 
bcft  of  Princes  muft  have  contented  himfelf 

with    Lord    Sandwich. You   would    long 

fmce  have  received  your  final  difmiflion  and 
reward  ;  and  I,  my  Lord,  who  do  not  efteem 
you  the  more  for  the  high  office  you  poflcfs, 
would  willingly  have  followed  you  to  your 
retirement.     There  is  furely  fomething  fingu- 

*  He  has  come  loan  early  matuntj'.  The  afTiirance 
of  this  young  man  is  inimitable.  When  in  place  and  au 
advocate  for  miniftry, — the  fenfe  of  the  nation  is  only 
to  be  found  in  a  majority  of  the  houie  of  commons. 
When  dirmiiTed  and  in.  oppofition,— the  fenfcof  the  na- 
tion is  only  to  be  found  in  the  mob  at  his  lieels.  In 
oppofition  he  threatens  miniftry  with  the  block  :  he  re- 
viles them  for  interfering  in  elcftions.  Himfelf  a  mini- 
fter, — he  heads  an  cle6lion  mob.  Yet  he  might  be  for- 
given the  effrontery  of  thefe  notorious  contradiflions,  as 
they  only  ferve  to  expofe  the  fliamelefs  impudence  of  his 
own  charader, — if  he  did  not  exult  over  the  diftrefjes 
of  his  country,  and  publicly  triumph  on  her  defeats. 

Vol.  IL  H  larly 
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larly  bcncvolejit  in   the  cliaradler  of  our  So- 
vereign.    From  the  moment  he  amended  the 
throne,  there  is   no  crime    of  which  human 
nature   is  capable,  (and  I  call  upon   the  Re- 
corder  to   witncfs   it)   that  has  not  appeared 
venial  in  his  fight.     With  any  other  Prince, 
the  Ihameful  defertion  of  him,  in  the  midfl 
of  that  dirtrefs,  which  you  alone  had  created, 
in  the  very  crifis  of  danger,  when  he  fan- 
cied he  faw  the  throne  already  furrounded  by 
men  of  virtue  and  abilities,  would  have  out- 
v/cighed  the  memory  of  your  former  fervices. 
But  his  Majefty  is  full  of  juftice,  and  under- 
ftands    the   doctrine    of  compenfations.      He 
remembers  with  gratitude  how  foon  you  had 
accommodated  your  morals  to  the  neccfTity  of 
his  fervice ; — how  chearfully  you  had  aban- 
doned   the    engagements    of    private    friend- 
fhip,  and  renounced  the  moft  folemn  profef- 
fions  to  the  public.      The   facrifice   of  Lord 
Chatham  was  not  loft  upon  him.     Even  the 
cowardice  and  perfidy  of  deferting  him  may 
have  done  you  no  diflervice   in  his  efteem. 
The  inftance  was  painful,  but  the  principle 
might  pleafe. 

You  did  not  negledl  the  maglftrate,  while 
you  flattered  the  man.     The  expulfion  of  Mr. 
Wilkes  predetermined  in   the  cabinet ; — the 
power  of  depriving  the  fubjeil  of  his  birth- 
right, 
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rj'jht,  attilbuted  to  a  rcfolution  of  one  branch 

oi  the  legillatuic ; the  conftitution  impu- 

Uently  invaded  by  the  houfe  of  commons  -, — 
the  right  of  defending  it  treacheroufly  re- 
nounced by  the  houfe  of  lords. Thefe  are 

the  ftrokes,  my  Lord,  which,  in  the  prefent 
reio-n,  recommend  to  office,  and  conftitute  a 
minifler.  I'hey  would  have  determined  your 
Sovereign's  judgment,  it  they  had  made  no 
imprefiion  upon  his  heart.  We  need  not 
look  for  any  other  fpecies  of  merit  to  account 
for  his  taking  the  earliefl  opportunity  to  re- 
call you  to  his  councils.  Yet  you  have  other 
merit  in  abundance. — Mr.  Hine, — the  Duke 

of  Portland, — and  Mr.  Yorke. Breach  of 

truft,  robbery,  and  murder.  You  would 
think  it  a  compliment  to  your   gallantry,   if 

I   added   rape    to    the  catalogue  ; but  the 

ftile  of  your  amours  fecures  you  from  re- 
fiftance.  I  know  how  v/ell  thefe  feveral 
charges  have  been  defended.  In  the  firft  in- 
itance,  the  breach  of  trull  is  fuppofed  to 
have  been  its  own  reward.  Mr.  Bradfhaw 
affirms  upon  his  honour,  (and  fa  may  the 
^ift  of  fmiling  never  depart  from  him  !)  that 
you  referved  no  part  of  Mr.  Hine's  purchafe- 
money  for  your  own  ufe,  but  that  every 
fliilling  of  it  was  fcrupuloufly  paid  to  Gover- 
nor Burgoyne.- Make  hafte,  my  Lord, — 

another    patent,  applied   in    time,  may  keep 
H  2  tlie 
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the  Oaks  *  in  the  family. If  not,  Birn- 

ham  Wood,  I   fear,  muft  .come  to  the  Ma~ 


carom. 


The  Duke  of  Portland  was  in  ]ife  your 
earlieft  friend.  In  defence  of  his  property 
he  had  nothing  to  plead,  but  equity  againll 
Sir  James  Lovvther,  and  prefcription  againifl 
the  crown.  You  felt  for  your  friend ;  but 
the  law  riiiijl  take  its  coiirfe.  Pofterity  will 
fcarce  believe  that  Lord  Bute's  fon-in-law 
had  barely  intcreft  enough  at  the  treafury  to 
get  his  grant  completed  before  the  general 
cleclion. 

Enough  has  been  faid  of  that  deteftablc 
tranfafliion,     which    ended    in    the    death    of 

Mr.  Yorke. ^I  cannot  fpcak  of  it  without 

horror  and  compaffion.  To  excufe  yourfelf, 
you  publicly  impeach  your  accomplice,  and 
to  his  mind  perhaps  the  accufation  may  be 
flattery.  B.ut  in  murder  you  are  both  prin- 
cipals. It  was  once  a  qucftion  of  emulation, 
aftd  if  the  event  had  not  difappointed  the  im- 
mediate fchemes  of  the  clofet,  it  might  ftill 
have  been  a  hopeful  fubjedl  ©f  jeft  and  merri- 
ment between  you. 


■  ♦  A  Superb  villa  of  Colonel  Burgoyne,  now  Lieut. 
General  Burgoyne,  advertifed  for  fale. 

This 
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This  letter,  my  Lord,  is  only  a  preface  to 
mv  future  correfpondence.  The  remainder 
of  the  fummer  fhall  be  dedicated  to  your 
amufeinent.  I  mean  now  and  then  to  relieve 
the  feverity  of  your  morning  fludies,  and  to 
pre^vire  you  for  the  bufineis  of  the  day. 
Without  pretending  to  more  than  Mr.  Brad- 
fhaw's  fincerity,  you, may  rely  upon  my  at- 
tachment, as  long  as  you.  are  in  office. 

Will  your  Grace  forgive  me,  if  I  venture 
to  exprefs  fome  anxiety  for  a  man,  v^hom  I 
know  you  do  not  love  ?  My  Lord  Wey- 
mouth has  cowardice  to  plead,  and  a  de- 
fer tion  of  a  later  date  than  your  own.  You 
know  the  privy  feal  was  intended  for  him  ; 
and  if  you  confider  the  dignity  of  tlie  poft  he 
defcrted,  you  will  hardly  think  it  decent  to 
quarter  him  on  Mr.  Rigby.  Yet  he  muft 
have  bread,  my  Lord ;— — or  rather  he  muft 
have  wine.  If  you  deny  him  the  cup,  there 
will  be  no  keeping  I.-ini  within  the  pale  of 
the  miniftry, 

JUNIUS. 


H  3 ,  L  E  T  T  E  R 
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LETTER    LXV. 

TO   HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON*. 

MY    LORD,    ■  gjuly,  1771. 

TH  E  influence  of  jour  Grace*s  fortune 
ftiil  feem3  to  prefidc  over  the  trea- 
ft^ry.  1  The  ^nius  of  Mr.  Bradfhaw  in- 
fpircs  Mr..  Roblnfon,*.  How  remarkable 
it  is,  (and  I  fpeak  of  it  not  as  matter  of  re- 
proach,, but  as  foraething  peculiar  to  your 
chara(5^cr)  that  you  have  never  yet  formed  a 
friendfliip,  which  has  not  been  fatal  to  ■  the 
objedl  of  it,  nor  adopted  a  caufe,  to  which, 
one  way  or  other,  you  have  not  done  mjf- 
chief.  Your  attachment  is  infamy  while  it 
lafts,  and  which  ever  way  it  turns,  leaves 
ruin  and  difgrace  belnnd  it.  The  deluded 
girl,-  who  yields  to  fuch  a  proiligate,  even 
while  he  is  conftant,  forfeits  her  reputation 
as  well   as  her  innocence,    and  finds   herfelf 

abandoned  at  laft  to   mifery  and  fhame. 

Thus   it  happened  with  the  beft  of  Princes. 

*  By  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treafury,  it 
was  difcovered,  that  the  friends  of  the  miniftry  were  to 
be  very  aftive  in  the  elefUqn  of  Sheriffs. 

Poor 
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Poo«-  Dingley  too  ! — I  proteft  I  hartlly  know 
which  of  them  wc  ought  nioft  to  lament ; — 
the  unhappy  man  who  finks  under  the  kn(c 
of  his  diftionour,  or  him  who  furvives  it. 
Charad^ers,  fo  finifhed,  are  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  panegyric.  Death  has  fixed  his  feul 
upon  Dingley,  and  you,  my  Lord,  have  fee 
your  mark  upon  the  other. 

The  only  letter  I  ever  addreflcd  to  the 
King  was  fo  unkindly  received,  that  I  believe 
I  (hall  never  prefume  to  trouble  his  Majcfty 
in  that  way  again.  But  my  zeal  for  his  fer- 
vice  is  fuperior  to  neglcdt,  and  like  Mr. 
Wilkes's  patriotifm,  thrives  by  perfecution. 
Yet  his  Majcfty  is  much  adjided  to  ufeful 
reading,  arid,  if  1  am  not  ill-informed,  has 
honoured  the  Public  Jdvertifer  with  particu- 
lar attention.  I  ^ave  endeavoured  therefore, 
arid  not  without  fuccefs,  (as  perhaps  you 
may  remember)  to  furniili  it  with  fuch  in- 
terefting  and  edifying  intelligence,  as  proba- 
bly would  not  reach  him  through  any  other 
channel.     The    fervices    you  have    done  the 

nation, your  integrity  in  office,  and  fig- 

nal  fidelity  to  your  approved  good  mafter,. 
have  been  faithfully  recorded..  Nor  have  his 
own  virtues  been  entirely  ncg!c<5led..  Thefe. 
letters,  my  Lord,  are  read  in  other  countries 
.  and  in  other  languages;  and  I  think  I  may: 
ajSirm  without  vanity,  that  the  gracious  cha— 
H  4-  racier. 
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railcr  of  the  beft  of  Princes  Is  b)'  this  time 
not  only  perfectly  known  to  his  fuhjeets,  but 
tolerably  well  underitood  by  the  reli  of  Eu- 
rope. In  this  refped  alone,  I  have  the  ad- 
vantage of  Mr.  Whitehead.  His  plan,  I 
think,  is  too  narrow.  He  feems  to  manu- 
fodture  his  verfes  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the  hero, 
who  Is  fuppofcd  to  be  the  fubject  of  them, 
and,  that  his  meaning  ir.sy  not  be  exported 
in  foreign  bottoms,  fcta  All  tranAation  at  de- 
iiance. 

Your  Grace's  re-appointment  to  a  ieat  in 
the  cabinet  was  announeed  to  the  public  by 
the  ominous  return  of  Lord  Bute  to  this 
country.  When  that  noxious  planet  ap- 
proaches England,  he  never  fails  to  br?ng 
plague  and  peltilence  along  with  him.  The 
King  already  feels  the  malignant  efFedl  of 
your  influence  over  his  councils.  Your  for- 
mer adminiftratlon  made  Mr.  Wilkes  an  Al- 
derman of  London,  and  Reprefentative  of 
Middlefex.  Your  next  appearance  in  office 
is  marked  with  his  elc(5lion  to  the  fhrievalty. 
Li  whatever  meafure  you  are  concerned,  you 
are  not  only  difappointed  of  fuccefs,  but  al- 
ways contrive  to  make  the  government  of  the 
befl  of  Princes  contemptible  in  his  own  eyes, 
and  ridiculous  to  the  whole  world.  Making 
all  due  allowance  for  the  efFe£l  of  the  mini- 
fter's  declared  interpofition,  Mr.,  Robinfon's 

ac- 
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l^livity,  and  Mr.  Home's  new  zea3  in  {^ip- 
port  of  adminirtration,  we  flill  want  the  ge- 
nius of  the  Dulce  of  Grafton  to  account  for 
committing  the  v/hole  intereft  of  government 
in  the  city,  to  the  condu(5t  of  Mr.  Harley. 
I  will  not  bear  hard  upon  your  faithful  friend 
and-emiflary  Mr.  Touchet,  for  I  know  the 
difficulties  of  his  fituation,  and  that  a  few 
lottery  tickets  are  of  ufe  to  his  CEConomy. 
There  is  a  proverb  concerning  perfons  in  the 
predicament  of  this  gentleman,  which  how- 
ever cannot  be  ftriiflly  applied  to  him.  T^Jpey 
commence  dupes,  and fifujh  biai'es.  Now  Mr. 
Tourhet's  character  is  uniform.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  his  fentiments  never  depended 
upon  his  circum fiances,  and  that,  in  the  moft 
profperous  flate  of  his  fortune,  he  was  al- 
ways the  very  man  he  is  at  prefent, But 

was  there  no  other  pcrfon  of  rank  and  confe- 
quence  in  the  city,  whom  government  could 
confide  in,  but  a  notorious  Jacobite?  Did 
you  imagine  that  the  whole  body  of  the  Dif- 
i'enters,  that  the  whole  Whig-iritercft  of 
London  would  attend  at  the  levy,  and  fub- 
»  mit  to  the  directions  of  a  notorious  Jacobite  ? 
Was  there  no  Whig  magiftrate  in  the  city, 
to   whom  the  fervants  of  George  the  Third 

■  could  intruft  the  management  of  a  bufinef'--, 
£0  yt-ry  intereftinjg  to  their  mafter  as  the  elec- 
tion   of  flieriffs  ?    Is   there   no  room   at    St. 

■  James's,  but  for  Scotchmen   and  Jacobites? 
i*..^.-j.-..L  •  H  5  My 
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My  Lord,  I  do  net  mean  to  queilion  the  firt- 
cerity  of  Mr.  Harley's  attachment  to  his 
Mojefly's  government.  Since  the  commence- 
ment of  the  prefent  reign,  I  have  feen  flill 
greater  contradidtions  ;econciIed.  The  prin- 
ciples of  thefe  worthy  Jacobite?,  are  not  fo 
abfmrd  as  they  have  been  reprefented.  Their 
ideas  of  divine  right  are  not  fo  much  annexed 
to  the  perfon  or  family,  as  to  the  political 
charadler  of  the  Sovereign,  Had  there  ever 
been  an  honcft  man  among  the  Stuarts^  his 
Majefty's  prefent  friends  would  have  been 
Whigs  upon  principle.  But  the  converfion 
of  the  bell  of  Prhices  has  removed  their 
fcruples.  They  have  forgiven  him  the  fins 
of  his  Hanoverian  anceftors,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  hand  of  providence  in  the  defcent 
of  the  crown  upon  the  head  of  a  true  Stuart. 
In  you,  my  Lord,  they  alfo  behold,  with  a 
kind  of  prediledlion,  which  borders  upon 
loyalty,  the  natural  reprefentative  of  that  il- 
Iuft*iQUS  fiimily.  The  mode  of  your  defcent 
from  Charles  the  Second  is  only  a  bar  to 
your  pretenfions  to  the  crown,  and  no  way 
interrupts  the  regularity  of  your  fuccenion 
to  all  the  virtues  of  the  Stuarti, 

The  unfortunate  fuccefs  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.   Home's   endeavours   in    fupport  of  the 
minifterial  nomination  of  fherifFs,.  wUl  I  fear 
obikud  his  preferment.     Permit   me  to   re- 
commend 
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eammend  him  to  your  Grace's  protcilioju 
You  will  find  him  copioufly  gifted  with  thofe 
qualities  of  the  heart,  which  ufually  direct. 
you  in  the  choice  of  your  fricndfliips.  He 
too  was  Mr.  Wilkes's  friend,  and  as  incapa^ 
ble  as  you  are  of  the  liberal  refentment  of  a 
gentleman.  No,  my  Lord, — it  was  the  foli- 
tary,  vindictive  malice  of  a  monk,  brooding 
over  the  infirmities  of  his  friend,  until  Ke 
thought  they  quickened  into  public  life ; 
and  feafting  with  a  rancorous  rapture  upon. 
the  fordid  catalogue  of  his  diftrcfles.  Now, 
let  him  go  back  to  his  cloifler.  The  church 
is  a  proper  retreat  forhim.  Iri'his  principles 
he  is  already  a  bifhop. 

The  mention  of  this  man  has  moved  me 
from  my  natural  moderation.  Let  me  return 
to  your  Grace.  You  are'  the  pillow,  upon 
which  I  am  determined  to  reft  all  my  refent- 
ments.     What  idea  can  the  befl:  of  Sovereigns 

form  to  himfelf  of  his  own  government  ? 

in  what  repute  can  lie  conceive  that  he  ftands 
with  his  people,  when  he  fees,.  i3e)'ond  the 
poffib.lity  of  a  doubt,  that  whatever  he  the 
office,  the  ful]5icion  of  his  favour  is  fata!  to 
the  candidate,  and  that,  when  the  party  he 
wifhes  well  to  has  the  faireft  profpetSl  of  fuc.-- 
cefs,  if  his  royal  inclination  fliould  unfor- 
tunately be  difcovered,  it  drops  like  an  acid,, 
ajid  turns  the  eledion.  This  eventj  among 
H  6  othersj, 
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Others,  may  perhaps  contribute  to  open  his 
Majefly's  eyes  to  his  real  honour  and  intereft. 
In  fpite  of  all  your  Grace's  ingenuity,  he  may 
at  laft  perceive  the  inconvenience  of  feledling, 
with  fuch  a  curious  felicity,  every  villain  in 
the  nation  to  fill  the  various  departments  of 
his  government.  Yet  I  fhould  be  forry  to 
confine  him  in  the  choice  either  of  his  foot- 
men or  his  friends. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LXVI. 

TO      JUNIUS, 

SIR,  "izji^bi  1771* 

FARCE,  Comedy,  and  Tragedy, — 
Wilkes,  Foote,  and  Junius,  united 
at  the  fame  time,  againft  one  poor  Parfon,  are 
fearful  odds.  The  two  former  are  only  labour- 
ing in  their  vocation,  and  may  equally  plead 
in  excufe,  that  their  aim  is  a  livelihood.  I 
admit  the  plea  for  the  fecorul ;  his  is  an  honeft 
calling,  and  my  clothes  were  lawful  game ; 
but  I  cannot  fo  readily  approve  Mr.  Wilkes, 
or  commend  h-im  for  making  patriotifm  a 
trade,  apd  a  fraudulent  trade.  But  what  fliall 
I  lay  to  Junius  P  the  grave,  the  folemn,  the  di- 
dactic ! 
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da6tic  !  ridicule,  indeed,  has  been,  ridiculoufly. 
called  the  tcft  of  truth ;  but  lurely,  to  con- 
fefs  that  you  lofe  yoxxv  natural  moderation  when 
mention  is  nude  of  the  man,  does  not  pro- 
mife  much  truth  or  juftice  when  you  fpeak  of 
him  yourfelf. 

You  charge  me  with  "'  a  new  zeal  in  fup- 
"  port  of  adminiftration,"  and  with  "  endea- 
*'  vours  in  fupport  of  the  minillerial  nomi- 
"  nation  of  (herifts."  The  reputation  which 
your  talents  have  defervedly  gained  to  the 
llgnature  of  yuniusy  drav/s  from  tne  a  reply, 
which  I  difdained  to  give  to  the  anonymous 
lies  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  You  make  frequent  ufe 
of  the  w®rd  Gentleman ;  I  only  call  myfelf  a 
Alan,  and  defire  no  other  diflindion  :  if  you 
are  either,  you  are  bound  to  make  good  your 
charges,  or  to  confefs  that  you  have  done  me 
a  halty  injuftice  upon  no  authority. 

I  PUT  the  matter  fairly  to  ifTue. 1  fay, 

that  fo  far  from  any  "  new  zeal  in  fupport 
of  adminiftration,"  I  am  poffefled  v/ith  the 
utmoft  abhorrence  of  their  meafures  ;  and  that 
I  have  ever  fhewn  myfelf  and  am  fiill  ready, 
in  any  rational  manner,  to  lay  down  all  I 
have — my  life,  in.  oppofition  to  thofe  mea- 
'  fures.  I  fay,  that  I  have  not,  and  never  have 
had  any  communication  or  connexion  of  any 
kind,  direftly  or  indire6lly,  ;with  any  cour- 
tier 
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tier  or  niinifterial  man,  or  any  of  their  aJ'* 
herents  :  thiit  I  never  have  received,  or  foiicit- 
ed,  or  expcded,  or  defired,  or  do  now  hope 
for,  any  reward  of  any  fort,  from  any  party 
or  fet  of  men  in  adminiftration  or  oppofition : 
I  fay,  that  I  never  ufed  any  "  endeavours  in 
*'  fupport  of  the  minifterial  nomination  of 
''^  fheriffs."  That  I  did  not  folicit  anyone 
liveryman. for  his  vote  for  sny  one  of  the  can- 
didates  ;  nor  employ  any  other  perfon  to  foli- 
cit :  and  that  I  did  not  write  one  fmgle  line  or 
word  in  favour  of  Mefirs.  Plumbe  and  Kiric.- 
man,  whom  I  underftand  to  have  hceii  Sup- 
ported by  the  miniflry. 

You  are  bound  to  refute  what  I  here  ad- 
vance, or  to  lofe  your  credit  for  veracity : 
You  muft  produce  fails ;  furraifc  and  general 
abufe,  in-  however  elegant  language,  ought 
not  to  pafs  for  proofs.  You  have  every  ad- 
vantage, and  I  have  -every  difadvantage : 
you  are  unknov/n,  I  give  my  name  :  all  par- 
ties, both  in  and  out  of  admijiiftration,  ha',*€ 
their  reafons  (which!  fhall.  relate  hereafter) 
for  uniting  in  their  v/ifhes  againft  me:  and 
the  popular  prejudice  h  as  ftror>gly  in  your 
favour,  as  it  is  violent  againft  the  Parfon.. 

Singular  as  my  prcfent  fituation .  is, .  it 
is  neither  painful,  nor  was  it  unforefeen.  He 
is  not  fit  for  public  bufinefs  who  doss   iwt 

evea. 
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even  at  his  entrance  prepare  his  mind  for 
fuch  an  event.  Health,  fortune,  tranquihty, 
and  private  connexions  I  ha\X'  facrificed  upon 
tlie  altar  of  the  public  ;  and  the  only  return 
I  receive,  becaufe  I  will  not  concur  to  dupe 
and  mifiead  a  fenfelefs  -triultitude,  is  barely, 
that  they  have  not  yet  torn  me  in  pieces. 
That  this  has  been  the  only  return,  is  my 
pride ;  and  a  fource  of  more  real  fatisfacSiioa 
than  honours  or  profperity.  I  can  praftife, 
before  I  am  old,  the  leflcns  I  learned  in  my 
youth  J  nor  fhail  I  ever  forget-  the  words  of 
my  ancient  Monitor, 

^^  '  Tis  the  laft  key-ftone 
*'  That  makes  the  arch:    the  reft  that  there 

"  were  put, 
"  Are  nothing   till   that  comes  to  bind  and 

"  fhut. 
"  Then  ftands  it  a  triumphal  mark  !  then  meji 
"  Obferve  the  ftrengtl^  the  height,  the  why 

"  and  when 
"  T  was  ere£lcd  ;   and  ftill  walkin?  under, 
"  Meet,  fome   new   matter  to  look  up  and 

"  wonder  ! 

I  am,   S  I  R, 

Your  humble  Servant,- 

XOHN  HORNE. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXVII. 

TO    THE    REVEREND    MR.    HoRNE. 

S  I  R,  24  July,  1771. 

I  CANNOT  (lefcend  to  an  altercation 
with  you  in  the  news-papers.  But  fince 
I  have  attacked  your  chara6ler,  and  you. 
complain  of  injuftice,  I  think  you  have  fome 
right  to  an  explanation.  You  defy  me  to^ 
prove,  that  you  ever  folicited  a  vote,  or  wrote 
a  word  in  fupport  of  the  minifterral  aldermen. 
Sir,  I  did  never  fufpe<Sl:  you  of  fuch  grofs 
folly.  It  would  have  been  impoHible  for  Mr. 
Home  to  have  folicited  votes,  and  very  diffi- 
cult to  have  written  for  the  news-papers  in 
defence  of  that  caufe,  without  being  dc- 
te<Sted  and  brought  to  fhame.  Neither  do  I 
pretend  to  any  intelligence  concerning  you, 
or  to  know  more  of  your  condu£l,  than  you. 
yourfelf  have  thought  proper  to  communi- 
cate to  the  public.  It  is,  from  your  own 
letters  I  conclude  that  you  have  fell  yourfelf 
to  the  minlftry  :  or,  if  that  charge  be  too  fc- 
vere,  and  fuppofmg  it  poflible  to  be  deceived 
by  appearances  fo  very  ftrongly  againft  you, 
what  are  your  friends  to  fay  in  your  defence  ? 

mail 
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muH:  they  not  coiifefs  that,  to  gratify  your 
peiTonal  hatred  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  you  facri  - 
ficeJ,  as  far' as  depended  upon  ^onr  intereffc 
and  abllltie?,  the  caufe  (3f  the  country  ?  I 
can  make  allowance  for  the  violence  of  the 
(MfTions,  and  if  ever  I  ftiould  be  convinced 
that  vou  had  no  motive  but  to  deftroy  Wilkes, 
I  {liall  then  be  ready  to  do  juftice  to  your 
charader,  and  to  declare  to  the  v/orld,  that 
1  defplfe  you  fomewhat  lefs  than  I  do  at  pre- 
sent.— But  as  a  public  man,  I  muft  for  ever 
condemn  you.  You  cannot  but  knov/, — - 
nay  you  dare  not  pretend  to  be  ignorant, 
that  the  higheft  gratification  of  which  the 
moft  deteftable  in  this  nation  is  ca- 

pable, would  have  been  the  defeat  of  Wilkes. 
I  know  that  man  much  better  than  any  of 
you.  Nature  intended  him  only  for  a  good 
humoured  fool.  A  fyftematical  education, 
with  long  prafticcj  has  made  him  a  confum- 
mate  hypocrite.  Yet  this  man,  to  fay  no- 
thing of  his  worthy  minifters,  you  have  moft 
afliduoudy  laboured  to  gratify.  To  exclude 
Wilkes,  it.  was  not  neceflary  you  ftiould 
folicit  votes  for  his  opponents.  We  incline 
the  balance  as  effe<5lually  by  leflening  the 
weight  in  one  fcale,  as  by  increafmg  it  in  the 
other. 

■  The  mode  of  your  attack  upon  Wilkes 
(though  I  am  far  from  tliinking  meanly  of 

your 
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your  abilities)  convinces  me  that  }'oa  eifher 
want  juclgirient  extremely,  or  that  you  are 
blinded  by  your  refcntment.  You  ought  to 
have  forefeen,  that  the  charges  you  urged 
againft  Wilkes  could  never  do  him  any  mif- 
chief.  After  all,  when  we  cxpe<5led  difco- 
veries  highly  interefting  to  the  community, 
what  a  pitiful  detail  did  it  ei\d  In  !  Some  old 
cloaths — a  WeUh  poney — a  French  footman, 
and  a  hamper  of  claret.  Indeed  Mr.  Home, 
the  public  fhould,  and  tvHl  forgive  him  his 
claret  and  his  footmen^  and  even  the  ambi- 
tion of  making  his  brother  Chamberlain  of 
London,  as  long  as  he  flands  forth  againft  a 
miniftry  and  parliament,  who  are  doing  every 
thing  they  can  to  errflare  the  country,,  andi 
as  long  as  he  is  a  thorn  in  the  King's  fide. 
You  will  not  fufpeil  me  of  fctting  up  Wilkes 
for  a  perfect  character.  The  queftion  to  the 
public  is,  where  (hall  we  find  a  man,  who, 
with  purer  principles,  will  go  the  lengths, 
and  run  the  hazards  that  he  has  done  ?  the 
feafon  calls  for  fuch  a  man,  and  he  ought  to 
be  fijpported.  What  would  have  been  the 
triumph  of  that  odious  hypocrite  and  his 
minions,  if  JVilksi  had  been  defeated  !  It 
was  not  your  fault,  reverend  Sir,  that  he  did 
not  enjoy  it  completely. — But  now  I  promife 
you,  you  have  fo  little  power  to  do  mifchief, 
that  I    much   queftion  whether  the  miniftrv 

vriil 
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will  aJhcre  to  the  promifes  they  have  made^- 
you.  It  will  b^  in  vain  to  fay  that  I  am  a 
partizan  of  Mr.  Wilkes,  or  perfonally  your 
enemy.  You  will  convince  no  man,  for 
vou  do  not  believe  it  yaurfeif.  Yet,  I  con- 
tefs,  I  am  a  little  offended  at  the  low  rate 
at  which  you  feem  to  value  my  underftanding. 
I  beg,  Mr.  Home,  you  v^^lll  hereafter  believe 
that  I  meafure  the  integrity  of  men  by  their 
conda£l,  not  by  their  profeiTions.  Such  tales 
may  entertain  Mr.  Oliver,  or  your  grand- 
mother, but  truft  me,  they  are  thrown  away 
upon  Juntus*. 

You  fay  you  arc  a  tncm.  Was  it  generous, 
was  it  manly,  repeatedly  to  introduce  into  a 
news-paper  the  name  of  a  young  lady,  with 
whom  you  muft  heretofore  have  lived  on 
terms  of  politenefs  and  good-humour  ? — but 
I  have  done  with  you.  In  my  opinion,  your 
credit  is  irrecoverably  ruined.  Mr.  Town^ 
fend^  I  think,,  is  nearly  in  the  fame  predica- 
ment.—™— Poor  Oliver  has  been  fhamefully 
duped  by  you.  You  have  made  him  facri- 
fice  all  the   honour    he  got  by,  his  impriibn- 

ment. As  for  JMr.  Saivbrlclge^.  vvhofe  cha-. 

ra£ler  1  really  refpecl,  I  am  £^onifi:ied  he 
does  not  fee  through  your  duplicity.  Nevei: 
was  fo  bafe  a  defign  fo  poorly  conduced.  •■  ■■ —■ 
'fhis  letter,  you  fee,  is  not  intended  for  tho 

public, 
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public,  but  if  you  think  it  will   do  you  t^ny 
fcrvice,  you  are  at  liberty  to  puhlilh  it. 

JUNIUS. 

%*  The  foregomg  was  fent  as  a  piivate  lener  to 
Mf.  Hoine,  but  he  lent  it  back  to  the  printer  with  di- 
reilic.iis  to  publifit  it» 


LETTER    LXVm. 

TO      JUNIUS. 

SIR,  31 74')  1771* 

YO  U  have  difappointed  mc-  When 
I  told  you  that  furmife  and  general 
abufe,  in.  however  elegant  language,  ought 
not  to  pafs  for  proofs,  I  evidently  hinted  at 
the  reply  v/hich  I  expelled  :  but  you  have 
dropped  your  ufual  elegance,  and  feem  wil- 
ling to  try  what  will  be  the  efFeil  of  furmife 
and  general  abufe  in  very  coarfe  language. 
Your  anfwer  to  my  letter  (which  I  hope  was 
cool  and  temperate  and  modeft)  has  convinced 
me  that  my  idea  of  a  man  is  much  fuperior  to 
yours  of  z  gentleman.  Of  your  forrher  letters 
i  have  always  faid  mater iem  fuperabat  opP.i  .• 

Ida 
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I  do  not  think  fo  of  the  prefeiit ;  the  princi- 
ples are  more  deteftable  than  the  cxpreflions 
are  niean  and  illiberal.  I  am  contented  that 
all  thofe  who  adopt  the  one  fiiould  for  ever 
load  me  with  the  other. 

I    APPEAL   to  the    common-fenfe   of    the 
pvibhc,   to  which  I  have  ever  diredled  myfelf : 
I  believe  they  have  it,  though  I  am  fometimes 
half-inclined  to  fufpedt  that  Mr.  Wilkes  ha5$ 
ibrmed   a  truer  judgment  of  mankind  than  I 
have.     However  of  this  I  am  fure,  that  therc^ 
is  nothing  elfe  upon  which  to  place  a  fteady 
reliance.     Trick,  and  low  cunning,  and   ad- 
drefiing  their  prejudices  and   paiTions,  may  be 
the  fitteft  means  to  carry  a  particular  point ; 
but  if  they  have  not   common-fenfe,  there  is 
no  profpedt  of  gaining  for  them  any  real  per- 
manent good.     The  fame  palTions  which  have' 
been  artfully  ufed  by  an  honefl  man  for  their 
advantage,    may   be    more    artfully   employed 
by  a  dilhoneil:  man  for  their  deftruction.     I  de- 
fue  them  to  apply  their  common-fenfe  to  this 
letter  of  yunius^  not   for  my  fake,  but  their 
own ;  it  concerns  them  moft  nearly,   for  the 
principles  it    contains    lead    to  difgrace   and 
ruin,  and  are  inconfiftent  with  every  notion 
■cf  civil  fociety. 

The  charges   which    yunius  has   brought 
againft  me  are  made  ridiculous  by  his  own 

incon- 
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iiiconfiftcncy  and  feIf-contradi61ion.  He 
chi^rgcs  me  pofitively  with  "  a  new  zeal  in 
"  fupport  of  adminiftrationj"  and  with  «  en- 
«  deavours  in  fupport  of  the  miniflerial  no- 
"  mi  nation  of  fheriffs."  And  he  alTigns  two 
ijiconfillent  motives  for  my  conduit :  either 
that  I  have  «  fold  myfelf  to  the  miniftry ;" 
or  am  inftigated  "  by  the  folitary,  vindictive 
«  rnallce  of  a  monk  :"  either  that  I  am  influ- 
enced by  a  fordid  defire  of  gain  ;  or  am  hur- 
ried on  by  "  perfonal  hatred  and  blinded  by 
«  rcfentment"  In  his  letter  to  the  Duke  of 
Grafton  he  fuppofes  me  aduated  by  both  : 
in  his  letter  to  me  he  at  firft  doubts  which  of 
the  two,  whether  intereft,  or  revenge  is  my 
motive  :  however,  at  laft  he  determines  for 
the  former,  and  again  pofitively  afferts  that 
«  the  miniftry  have  made  me  promifes  ;"  yet 
he  produces  no  inftance  of  corruption,  nor 
pretends  to  have  any  intelligence  of  a  mini- 
fterial  connexion :  he  mentions  no  caufe  of 
perfonal  hatred  to  Mr.  Wilkes,  nor  any  rea- 
fon  for  my  refentment,  or  revenge ;  nor  has 
Mr.  Wilkes  himfelf  ever  hinted  any,  though 
repeatedly'  preffed.  When  Junius  is  called 
upon  to  juftify  his  accufation,  he  anfwers, 
"  he  cannot  defcend  to  an  altercation  with 
"  me  in  the  news-papers."  Junius^  who  exijli 
only  in  the  news-papers,  who  -acknowledges 
«  he  has  attacked  my  charadter"  there^  and 
"  tliinks  I  have  fome  right  to  an  esplanation  ;" 

vet 
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yet  tliis  "Junius  "  cannot  defcend  to  o,;i  alter* 
*'  cation  in  the  news-papers!"  and  bccaufe 
he  cannot  defcend  to  an  altercation  with  me 
in  the  news -papers,  he  fends  a  letter  of  abufc 
by  the  printer,  which  he  finifhes  with  telling 
mc, — "  I  am  at  liberty  to  pubiijh  it."  This 
to  be  fure  is  a  moil  excellent  method  to  avoid 
-an  altercation  in  the  news-papers  ! 

The  proofs  of  his  pofittve  charges  are  as 
extraordinary,  "  He  does  not  pretend  to  any 
"  intelligence  concerning  me,  or  to  know 
"  more  of  my  conducSt  than  I  myi'clf  have 
"  thought  proper  to  communicate  to  the  pub- 
"  lie."  He  does  not  i'ufpeft  me  of  fuch  grofs 
folly  as  to  have  folicited  votes,  or  to  have 
written  anonymoufly  in  the  news-papers  ;  be- 
caufe  it  is  impoflible  to  do  either  of  thefe 
without  being  detetSled  and  brought  to  fhame. 
Junius  fays  this  !  Who  yet  imagines  that  he 
has  himfelf  written  two  years  under  that  fig- 
nature,  (and  more  under  others)  without  being 

detected  ! his  warmeft  admirers  will   not 

hereafter  add,  without  being  brought  Xo 
ihame.  But  though  he  did  never  fufpeft  me 
x)f  fuch  grofs  folly  as  to  run  the  hazard  of 
being  detected  and  brought  to  ihame  by  ana- 
nymous  writing,  he  infifts  that  I  have  been 
guilty  of  a  much  groffer  folly  of  incurring 
the  certainty  of  fliame  and  detection  by  wri- 
4ngs  ftgncd  with  my  name  !     But  this  is   a 

fmaU 
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•fmall  flight  for  the  towering  yun'tus  :  "  He 
"  is  FAR  from  thinking  meanly  of  my  abili- 
"  ties,"  though  he  is  "  convinced  that  I 
"  want  judgment  extremely,"  and  can,  "  re- 
"  ALLY  RESPECT  M}'.  Sawbridge's  cha- 
"  raSier^"    though    he   declares    him    to    be 

so     POOR.    A    CREATURE*    OS     not     tO    ''^  fee 

"  through  the  hafcji  defign  condiiSiedin  thepocr- 
«  eji  manner !"  And  this  moft  bafe  defign 
is  condudted  in  the  pooreft  manner,  by  a 
man  whom  he  does  not  fufpedl  of  grofs  folly, 
and  of  whofe  abilities  he  is  far  from  think- 
ing meanly  ! 

Should  wc  afk  Junius  to  reconcile  thcfe 
contradidlions,     and    explain    this  nonfenfej 

•  It  is  exaflly  in  point  here  to  introduce  Mr.  Home 
to  the  charafler  of  the  Double  Dec.ler.  One  would  have 
ihoup-ht  they  had  been  better  acquainted.  "  The  hero 
•<  of  the  play  is  a  gull,  and  made  a  fool,   and  cheated. 

<< Is  every  man  a  gull  and  a  fool  that  is  deceived  ? — 

^<  At  that  rate  I  am  afraid  the  two  clafles  of  men  will 
<*  be  reduced  to  one,  and  the  knaves  themfelves  be  at  a 
"  lofs  to  juftify  their  title.  But  if  an  open,  honeft- 
*«  hearted  man,  who  has  an  entire  confidence  in  oncy 
«'  whom  he  takes  to  be  ^/j  yr/Vw^/,  and  who,  (to  confirm 
«*  him  in  his  opinion)  in  all  appearance  and  upon  feveral 
*' trials  has  been  foj  if  this  man  ht  iiecei-ued\y^  \)^^ 
*'  treachery  of  the  other,  nnift  he  of  neceffity  commence 
"/co/  immediately,  only  becaule  thexDther  has  proved  a 
*■*■  <vUlaiK  ?'' — Yes,  fays  parfon  i/crw^-.  No,  fays  Co/j- 
gre'vr,  and  he  will  be  allowed  to  have  known  fonie- 
thing  of  human  nature. 

the 
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the  anfwer  is  ready ;  "  he  cannot  defcend 
"  to  an  altercation  in  the  news-papers."  He 
feels  no  reluctance  to  attack  the  chara£ter  of 
any  man  :  the  throne  is  not  too  high  :  nor 
the  cottage  too  low  :  his  mighty  malice  can 
grafp  both  extremes  :  he  hints  not  his  accu- 
lations  as  opinion.^  conje5iurc^  or  mference  ;  but 
delivers  them  as  pcfithe  ajjh-tiom  :  Do  the 
accufed  complain  of  injuftice  ?  He  acknow- 
ledges they  have  fome  fort  of  right  to  an  ex- 
planation 5  but  if  they  afk  for  proofs  and  fa£ls^ 
he  begs  to  be  excufed  :  and  though  he  is  no 
where  elfe  to  be  encountered — "  he  cannot 
*'  defcend  to  an  altercation  in  the  news- 
"  papers." 

And  this  perhaps  yun'ius  may  think  "  the 
liberal  refentment  of  a  gentleman  ;"  this  fkulk- 
ing  aflafllnation  he  may  call  courage.  In  all 
things  as  in  this  I  hope  we  differ  : 

*'  I  thought  that  fortitude  had  been  a  mean 
"  'Twixt  fear  and   raflmefs ;  not  a  lull  ob- 

"  fcene 
*'  Or  appetite  of  offending  ;   but  a  fkill 
*  And  nice  difcernment  between  good  and 

«  ill. 
*'  Her  ends  are  honefly  and  public  good, 
*'  And  without  thefe  Ihe  is  not  underftood." 

Vol.  II.  I  Of 
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Of  two  things  however  he  has  conde- 
fcended  to  give  proof.  He  very  proneii^ 
produces  a  young  lady  to  prove  that  I  am 
not  a  man :  and  a  good  old  woman^  my 
grandmother,  to  prove  Mr.  Oliver  a  fooJ. 
Poor  old  foul  !  fhe  read  her  bible  far  other- 
wife  than  Junius  !  flie  often  found  there  that 
the  fms  of  the  fathers  had  been  vifited  on  the 
children  ;  and  therefore  was  cautious  that 
herfelf  and  her  immediate  defendants  fliould 
leave  no  reproach  on  her  pofterity  :  and  they 
left  none  :  how  little  could  fne  forefee  this 
reverfe  of  Junius^  who  vifits  my  political  fins 
upon  my  grandmather  !  I  do  not  charge  this 
to  the  fcore  of  malice  in  him,  it  proceeded 
intirely  from  his  propenfity  to  blunder  ;  that 
whilft  he  was  reproaching  me  for  introducing, 
in  the  moft  harmlefs  manner,  the  name  of  one 
female,  he  might  himfelf  at  the  fame  inftant 
introduce  two. 

I  am  reprefented  alternately  as  it  fuits  Ju- 
nius'%  purpofe,  under  the  oppofite  characters 
of  a  gloom^  Monk^  and  a  man  of  poUtenefs  and 
gcod  humour.  I  am  called  "  a  folitary  Monk^'* 
in  order  to  confirm  the  notion  given  of  me» 
in  Mr.  Wilkes's  anonymous  paragraphs,  that 
I  never  laugh  :  and  the  terms  of  poUtenefs  and 
good  humour  on  which  I  am  faid  to  have  lived 
heretofore  with  the  young  lady^  are  intended 
la  confirm  other  paragraphs  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 

in 
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in  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  ofFended  me 
by  refufmg  his  daughter.  Ridiculous  !  Yet 
I  cannot  deny  but  that  yiinius  has  proved 
me  unmanly  and  ungenerous  as  clearly  as  he  has 
fhewn  me  corrupt  and  vindiSlive  :  and  I  v^^ill 
tell  him  more  j  I  have  paid  the  prefent  Mi- 
niflry  as  many  vi/tts  and  compUfnents  as  ever 
I  paid  to  the  young  lady,  and  fhall  all  my  life 
treat  them  with  the  fa7ne  poHtenefs  and  good 
humour. 

But  Junius  "  begs  me  to  believe  that  he 
"  meafures  the  integrity  of  men  by  their 
"  conduSi,  not  by  thtix  profejpons."  Sure  this 
jhinius  muft  imagine  his  readers  as  void  of 
underftanding,  as  he  is  of  modefty  !  Where 
fhall  we  find  the  ftandard  of  his  integrity? 
By  what  are  we  to  meafure  the  condu^  of  this 
lurking  aflullin  ? — And  he  fays  this  to  me, 
vvhofe  conduct,  wherever  I  could  perfonally 
appear,  has  been  as  direct  and  open  and  pub- 
lic as  my  words  j  I  have  not,  like  him,  con- 
cealed myfelf  in  a  chamber  to  fhoot  my  ar- 
rows out  of  the  w^indow  j  nor  contented  my-* 
felf  to  view  the  battle  from  afar ;  but  publlclv 
mixed  in  the  engagement,  and  fliared  the  dan- 
ger. To  whom  have  I,  like  him,  rcfufed  mv 
name  upon  complaint  of  injury  ?  what  prin- 
ter have  I  defired  to  conceal  me  ?  in  the  in- 
finite variety  of  bufinefs  I  have  been  con- 
cerned, where  it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  be  faultlefs, 
1 2  which 
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which  of  my  actions  can  he  arraign  ?  to  what 
danger  has  any  man  been  expofed,  which  1 
have  not  faced  ?  Information-^  aSi'ion^  i?npi-'ifo:-;~ 
ment^  or  death  f  what  labour  have  I  refilled  ? 
M'hat  expence  have  I  declined  r  what  pleafure 
have  I  not  renounced  ? — But  'Junius^  to  whom 
tiQ  conduSi  bekngSy  "  meafures  tlie  integrity  of 
"  men  by  their  conduct^  not  by  their  pro- 
'^  fefiions  ;"  himfelf  all  the  whiie  being  no- 
thing but  profeJp.onSy  and  thofe  too  anonymous  ! 
the  political  ignorance  or  wilful  falihood  of 
this  declflirner  is  extreme  :  his  own  former  let- 
ters juflify  both  my  condu£l  and  thofe  whom 
his  lafi  letter  abufes  :  for  the  public  meafures, 
which  funius  has  been  all  along  defending, 
were  ours,  .whom  he  Attacks;  and  the  uni- 
form oppofer  of  thofe  meafures  has  been  Mr. 
Wilkes,  whofe  bad  a(51:ions  and  intentions  he 
endeavours  to  fcreen. 

Let  Jumtcs  now,  if  he  pleafes,  change 
his  abufe ;  and  quitting  his  loofe  hold  of  /«- 
Urefi  and  revenge^  accufe  me  of  vanity^  and 
call  this  defence  boa/ling.  I  own  I  have  a . 
pride  to  fee-  ftatues  decreed,  and  the  higheft 
honours  conferred  for  meafures  and  actions 
which  all  men  have  approved  :  whilft  thofe 
who  counfelled  and  caufed  them  are  exe- 
crated and  infulted.  The  darknefs  in  which 
Junius  thinks  himfelf  fhrouded  has  not  con- 
cealed him ;  nor  the  artifice  of  only  attaciJag 

undar 
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under  that  fignature.  thbfe  he  would  pull  down 
(whilft  he  recommends  by  other  ways  thofe  he 
would  have  promoted),  difguifcd  from  me 
whofe  partizan'he  is.  When  Lord  Chatham 
can  forgive  the  aukward  fituation  in  v/hich 
for  the  fake  of  the  public  he  was  defignedly 
placed  by  the  thanks  to  him  from  the  city  ; 
and  v/hen  Wilkes'' s  name  ceafes  to  be  nccedary 
to  Lord  Rockingham  to  keep  up  a  clamour 
aguinft  the  perfms  of  the  miniflry,-  without 
obliging  the  different  factions  novv  in  oppo- 
fition  to  bind  themfelves  beforehand  to  fome 
certain  points,  and  to  jflipulate  forae  precife 
advantages  to  the  public  ;  tKen,  raid  not  till 
then,  may  thofe  whom  he  riow  abufes  expctSl: 
the  approbation  of  yunius.  The  approba- 
tion of  the  public  for  our  faithful  attention 
to  their  intereft  by  endeavours  for  thofe  fti- 
pulations,  which  have  made  us  as  obnoxious 
to  the  fa6tions  in  oppofition  as  to  thofe  in 
adminiftration,  is  not  perhaps  to  be  expelled 
till  fome  years  hence ;  when  the  public  will 
look  back  and  fee  how  fliamefully  they  have 
been  deluded;  and  by  what  arts  they  were 
made  to  lofe  the  golden  opportunity  of  pre- 
venting what  they  will  furcly  experience, 

a  change  of  minifler?,  without  a  material 
change  of  meafures,  and  witliout  any  fccurity 
for  a  tottering  conditution. 

I  3  But 
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But  what  cares  Junjus  for  the  fecurity 
of  the  conftitution  ?  He  has  now  unfolded 
to  us  his  diabolical  principles.  Js  a  public 
man  he  muji  ever  condemn  any  meafure  whicli 
may  tend  accidentally  to  gratify,  the  Sove- 
reign :  and  Mr..  Wilkes  is  to  be  fupported 
and  aflifted  in  all  his  attempts  (no  mattejr 
how  ridiculous  and  mifchievous  his  pro- 
je(5ls)  ai  long  as  he  continues  to  be  a  thorn  in 
the  King^s  fide! — The  caufe  of  the  country  it 
ieems,  in  tlie  opinion  of  Junius^  is  merely 
to  vex  the  King  ;  and  any  rafcal  is  to  be  fup- 
ported in  any  roguery,  provided  he  can  only 
thereby  plant  a  thorn  in  the  Klng^s  fide. — This 
is  the  very  extremity  of  faction,  and  the 
lafl:  degree  of  political  wickednefs.  Be- 
caufe  Lord  Chatham  has  been  ill-treated  by 
the  King  and  treacheroufly  betrayed  hy  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  the  latter  is  to  be  "  the 
"  pillow  on  which  Junius  will  reft  his  refent- 
ment  ;"  and  the  public  are  to  oppofe  the 
meafures  of  government  from  mere  motives 
of  perfonal  enmity  to  the  Sovereign  ! — Thefc 
are  the  avowed  principles  of  the  man  who 
in  the  fame  letter  fays,  "  if  ever  he  fhould 
"  be  convinced  that  I  had  no  motive  but  to 
"  deftroy  Wilkes,  he  fhalJ  then  be  ready  to 
"  do  juftice  to  my  charailer,  and  to  declare 
"  to  the  world  that  he  defpifes  me  fomewhat 
"  lefs  than  he  docs  at  prefent!'"*  Had  I  ever 
aiSled  from  perfonal  afFedion    or    enmity  to 

Mr. 
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Mr.  IFilkes,  I  fhould  ju%  be  defpifcd  :  But 
what  does  he  deferve  whofe  avowed  motive 
is  perfonal  enmity  to  the  Sovereign  j  the 
contempt  which  I  {hould  otherwife  feel  for 
the  abfurdity  and  glaring  inconfitlency  of 
yuniusj  is  here  fwallowed  up  in  my  abhor-' 
rence  of  his  principle.  The  n'gbt  divine  and 
fncrfdnejs  of  Kings  is  to  me  a  fenfclefs  jargon. 
It  was  thought  a  daring  exprefHon  of  Oliver 
Cromwell  in  the  time  of  Charles  the  Firft, 
that  if  he  found  himfelf  placed  oppofite  t6 
the  King  in  battle,  he  would  difcharge  his 
piece  into  his  bofoni  as  foon  as  into  any 
other  man's.  I  go  farther  :  had  I  lived  in 
thofe  days,  I  would  not  have  waited  for 
chance  to  give  me  an  opportunity  of  doing 
my  duty ;  I  would  have  fought  hvm  through 
the  ran^s,  and  without  the  leaft  perfonal  -en- 
mity, have  difcharged  my  piece  into  his  bo- 
fom  rather  than  into  any  other  man's.  The 
King,  whofe  actions  juftify  rebellion  to  his 
government,  deferves  death  from  the  hand  of 
every  fubje61:.  And  fhould  fuch  a  time  arrive, 
I  fhall  be  as  free  to  z€t  as  to  fay.  But  till 
then,  my  attachment  to  the  perfon  and  family 
of  the  Sovereign  fhall  ever  be  found  more 
zealous  and  fmcere  than  that  of  his  flatterers'. 
I  would  offend  the  Sovereign  with  as  much 
reluaance  as  the  parent ;  but  if  the  happinefs 
and  fecurity  of  the  whole  family  made-it  ne- 
I  4  cciTary, 
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ccflary,  fo  far  and  no  farther,  I   would  ofFend 
him  withoul  reniorfe* 

But  let  us  confider  a  little  whither  thefe 
princrples  of  Jimius  would  luad  us.  Should 
Mr.  Wilkes  once  more  coinmifTion  Mr.  Tho- 
rnas  Walpole  to  procure  for  him  a  penfion  of 
i^te  thoufand  pomtds  upon  the  Irlfli  eflablifh- 
ment  for  thirty  years ;  he  muft  be  fupported 

in   the  demand  by  the  public becaufe  it 

would  mortify  tlie  King  I 

Should  he  wifii  to  fee  Lord  Rockingham 
ajid  liis  friends  once  more  in  adminiftration, 
unchggedby  anyjiipulations  for  the  people,  that 
he  might  again  enjoy  ?,  penfion  of  one  thoufand 
and  forty  pounds  a  year,  viz.  From  the  Firjl 
Lord  of  the  Treafiiry  500I.  From  the  Lords 
of  the  Treafury  60I.  each.  From  the  Lords 
ef  Trade  40I.  each,.  &g.  The  public  muft 
give  up  their  attention  to  points  of  national 
benefit,  and  affift  Mr.  Wilkes  in  his  attempt 
—becaufe  it  would  mortify  the  King  ! 

Should  he  demand  the  Government  of 
Canada,  or  of  famaica^  or  the  embai?y  to 
ConJIantinople  \  and  in  cafe  of  refufal  threaten 
to  write  them  down,  as  he  bad  before  ferved 
another  adminiftration,  in  a  year  aad  a  half ; 
he  muft  be  fupported  in  his  pretenfions,  and 

upheld 
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upheld   in  his  infolence becaufe  it  would 

mortify  the  King  ! 

Junius  may  choore  to  fuppofe  that  thefe- 
things  cannot  happen  !  But  that  they  have 
happened,  notwith (landing  Mr..  Wilkes's  de- 
nial, I  do  aver.  I  maintain  that  Mr.  Wilkes"- 
did  commiirion  Mr.  Thomas  Walpole  to  foli- 
cit  for  him  a  penfion  of  one  thowfand  pounds: 
on  the  Ir'ijh  eftablifhment  for  thirty  years ; 
with  which  and  a  pardon  he  declared  he 
would  be  fatisfied-:  and  that,  notwlth- 
ftanding  his  letter  to  Mr.  Onllow,  he  did: 
accept  a  clandejiine^  precarious  and  eleemojt^ 
nary  penfion  from  the  Rockingham  admini- 
flration  ;  which  they  paid,  in  proportion  to, 
and  out  of  their  falaries  j  and  fo  entirely  was 
it  minifterial,  that  as  any  of  them  went  out 
of  the  miniftry,  their  names  were  icratched 
out  of  the  lilt,  and  they  contributed:  no 
longer.  I  fay,  he  did  folicit  the  governraentp 
and  the   embafl'y,   and  threatenciijtheir.  re/uf^ 

nearly  in-  thefe  words "  It  coll  me  a  year 

"  and  a  half  to  write  down  the  laft  admini- 
"  ftration,  fliould  I  employ  as  much  time 
"  upon  you,  very  few  of  you  would  ht  m 
«  at  the  death."  When  thefe  threats  did  no.t 
prevail^  he  came  over  to  Ervglaiid  to  emr 
barrafs  them  by  his  prefence  j.  and  wlipn  he 
found  that  Lord  Rockingham  Was  ifomethino; 
firmer  and  more  maniy  than  he  expeded, 
I  5  and 


178^  LETTERS      OF 

and    rcfufed   to   be   bullied into   what  he 

could  not  perform,  Mr..  Wilkes  declared 
that  he  could  not  leave  England  without 
money;  and  the  Duke  of  Porthmd  and  Lord 
Rockingham  purchafed  his  abfence  with  one 
hundred  pounds  a  plsce ;  with  which  he  re- 
turned to  Paris.  And  for  the  truth  of  what 
I  hare  advance,  I  appeal  to  the  Duke  of 
Portland,     to   Lord    Rockingham,     to    Lord 

John  Cavendiflj,    to  Mr.  Walpole,   &c. 

I  appeal  to  the  hand-writing  of  Mr.  Wilkes, 
which  is  flill  extant. 

Should  Mr.  Wilkes  afterwards  f failing 
in  this  wholefale  tradfe)  chufe  to  deal  out  his 
popubrity  by  the  pound,  and  expofe  the  city 
offices  to  fale  to  his  brother,  his  attorney, 
&c.  Junius  will  tell  us,  it  is  only  an  ani" 
bition  that  he  has  to  make  them  chamberlairiy 
tovjn-chrk.)  ^c.  and  he  muft  not  be  oppofed 
in  thus  robbing  the  ancient  citizens  of  their 
birth-right — becaufe  any  defeat  of.Mr.  Wilkes 
would  gratify  the  King  \ 

Should  he,  after  confiiming  the  whole  qf. 
his  own  fortune  and  that  of  his  wife,  and 
incurring  a  ddbt  of  Hventy  thoiifand  pounds. 
merely  by  his  own  private  extravagance,, 
without  a  fingle  fervice  or  exertion  all  this 
time  for  the  public,  whilft  his  eftate  remain- 
ed J     fbould   he    at   length,     being    undone, 

COOL- 
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commence  patriot,  have  the  good  fortune  to 
be  illegally  perfecutcd,  and  in  confideriition 
of  that  illegality  be  efpoufed  by  a  few  gentle- 
men of  the  pureft  public  principles ;  fliou?d 
his  debts,  (though  none  of  them  were  con- 
trafted  for  the  public)  and  all  his  other  in- 
cumbrances be  difchargcd  ;■  fnould  he  he  of- 
fered 6co  1.  or  1000 1.  a  year  to  make  him. 
independent  for  the  future ;  and  fhould  he, , 
after  all,  inftead  of  gratitude  for  thefe  fcr- 
vice?,  infolently  forbid  his  benefailors  to 
beftow  their  own  money  upon  any  othfer  ob- 
je£l  but  himfelf,  and  revile  them  for  fetting 
any  bounds  to  their  fupplies  ;  yiinius  (whoj. 
anymore  than  Lord  Chatham,  never  contri- 
buted one  farthing  to  thefe  enormous  ex- 
penccs)  will  tell  them,  that-  if  they  think 
•of  converting  the  fupplies  of  Mr.  Wilkcs% 
•private  extravagance  to  the  fupport  of  pub- 
lic meafares — '• — they  are  as  great  fools  as 
my  grandmother-,  and  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
ought  to  hold  the  firings  of  their  purfes — 
'as  long  as  he  contin'ues  to  be  a  thorn  in  the- 
King^sfide-!'  ■ 

Upon  thefe  principles  I' never  have  acSled,, 
■and  I  never  will  ail.  In  my  opinion,  it  is 
lefs  difhonourable  to  be  the  creature  of  a 
"court  than  thetaorof  a  faftion.  Iwill  not  be 
either.  I  underftand  the  two  great  leaders  of 
oppofition  to  be  Lord  RoGkingham  and  Lord- 
I^  ClxathaiiLj 
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Chatham;  under  one  of  whofe  banners  all 
the  oppofing  members  of  both  houfes ;  who 
defire  to  get  places,  enlifl.  I  can  place  no 
confidence  in  either  of  them,  or  in  any  others, 
unlefs  they  will  now  engage,  whilft  they  are 
OUT,  to  grant  certain  eilential  advantages  for 
the  fecurity  of  the  public  when  they  fhall  be 
m  adminiftration.  Thefe  points  they  refufe 
to  ftipukte,  becaufe  they  are  fearful  left  they 
ihould  prevent  any  future  overtures  from  the 
court.  To  force  them  to  thefe  flipulations 
has  been  the  uniform  endeavour  of  Mr.  Saw- 
bridge,  Mr.  Townfeiid,  Mr.  Oliver,  &c.  and 
THEREFORE,  they  are  arc  abufed  by  Junius. 
I  know  no  reafon  but  my  zeal  and  induftry 
in  the  fame  caufe  that  fhould  intitle  me  to  the 
honour  cf  being,  ranked  by  his  abufe  with 
perfons  of  their  fortune  and  flation.  It  is  a 
duty  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  the  late  Mr. 
Beckford  to  fay,  that  he  had  no  other  aim 
than  this  when  he  provided  that  fumptuous 
entertainment  at  the  Manfion  Houfe  for  the 
members  of  both  tioufes  in  oppofition.  At 
that  time  he  drew  up  the  heads  of  an  engage- 
ment, which  he  gave  to  me  with  a  requeft 
that  I  would  couch,  it  in  terms  fo  cautious 
and  precife,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  future 
quibble  and  evafion  j  but  to  oblige  them 
cither  to  fulfil  the  intent  of  the  obligation,  or 
|o  fign  their  own  infamy,  and  leave  it  on  re- 
cord i  and  this  engagement  he  was-  determiii- 

ed 
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ed  to  propofc  to  them  at  the  Manfion  Houfe, 
that  cither  by  their  rcfufal  they  might  for- 
feit the  confidence  of  the  public,  or  by  the 
engagement  lay  a  foundation  for  confidence. 
When  they  were  informed  of  the  intention. 
Lord  Rockingham  and  his  friends  flatly  re- 
fufed  any  engagement;  and  Mr.  Beckford 
as  flatly  fwore,  they  fiiould  then — "  eat  none 
"  of  his  broth ;"  and  he  was  determined  to 
put  off  the  entertainment:  but  Mr.  Beck- 
ford  was  prevailed  upon  by  — — «  to  indulge 
them  in  the  ridiculous  parade  of  a  popular 
procelEon  through  the  city,  and  to  give  thetn 
the  foolifh  pleafure  of  an  imaginary  confe- 
quence,  for  the  real  benefit  oplyof  the  cooks 
and  purveyors. 

It  was  the  fame  motive  which  ciliated 
the  thanks  of  the  city  to  Lord  Chatham  j 
which  were  exprefled  to  be  given  for  his  de- 
claration in  favour  of  Jlwrt  parliafiunts, :  in 
order  thereby  to  fix  Lord  Chatham  at  leaft 
to  that  one  conftitutional  remedy,  without 
which  all  others  can  afford  no  fecuri^y.  'J  iie 
embarraflment  no  doubt  was  cruej^  iie  li^d 
his  choice  either  to  offend  the  Rockingham 
party,  who  ^qcXatq^.  formally  againft  fhort  par- 
liament?, and  with  the  alliffance  of  whofe 
numbers  in  both  houfes  be  muft  expe(5i:  again 
to  be  miniftcr;  or  to  give  up  the  confidence 
of  the   public,  from   whom   fuially  all   re^l 

con- 
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confequence  muft  proceed.  Lord  Chatham 
cliofe  the  latter:  and  I  will  venture  to  fay, 
that  by  his  anfiver  to  thofe  thanks,  he  has 
jjiven  up  the  people  without  gaining  the 
friendfhip  or  cordial  affiftance  of  the  Rock- 
ingham fadlion  :  whofe  Kttle  politics  are  con- 
fined to  the  making  of  matches,  and  extend^ 
ing  their  family  connexion?,  and  who  think 
they  gain  more  by  procuring  one  additional 
vote  to  their  party  in  the  houfe  of  commonsi, 
than  by  adding  their  languid  property  and 
feeble  charafter  to  the  abilities  of  a  Chatham^ 
or  the  confidsrx?e  of  a  public. 

WHATEVf.R  may  be  the  event'  of  the  pre- 
fent  wretched  flate  of  politics  in  this  couir- 
try,  the  principles  of  Junius  will  fuit  no 
form  of  gavernmcnt.  Thfey  are  not  to  be 
tolerated  under  any  conffitation.  Perfonal 
enmity  is  a  motive  fit  only  for  the  devil. 
Whoever  or  whatever  is  Sovereign,  demand's 
the  refpeft  and  fupport  of  the  people.  The 
union  is  formed  for.  their-  happinefs,  which 
cannot  be  had  without  mutual  refpe61:;  arrd 
be  counfels  malicioufly,  who  v/ould  perfuadt 
either  to  a -wanton  breach  of  it.  When  it  is 
banifhed  by  cither  party,  and-'  when  every 
method  has  been  tried  in  v^in  to  reftore  it, 
there  is  no  remedy  but  a  divorce  :  but  even 
then  he  muft  have  a  hard  and  a  wicked  heart 
indeed  who   puniihes    the   greateft    criminal 

merely^ 
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merely  for  the  fake  of  the  punifntnent ;  and 
who  does  not  let  fall  a  tear  for  every  drop  of 
blood  that  Is  faed  in  a  public  ftruggle,  how- 
ever iuft  the  quarrel. 

'^  '  JOHN  HORNE.,. 


LETTER    LXIX. 

T«    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC     A]^' 
VERTISER. 

S  I  R,  15  ^■^^-  1771. 

I  OUGHT  to  make  an  apology  to  the 
Duke  of  Grafton,  for  fufFering  any 
part  of  my  attention  to  be  diverted  from  his 
Grace  to  Mr.  Home,  I  am  not  juftified  by 
the  fimilarity  of  their  difpofitions.  Private 
vices,  however  deteftable,.  have  not  dignity 
fufRcient  to  attract  the  cenfure  of  the  prels, 
unlefs  they  are  united  with  the  power  of  do- 
ing fome  fignal  mifchief  to  the  community. 
— Mr.  Home's  fituation  does  not  correfponid 

with  his  intentions. In  my  ov/n  opinion, 

(which  I  know,  v/ill  be  attributed  to  rrvy 
ufuai  vanity  and  prefumption)  his  letter  to 
me  does  not  deferve,  an  anfwer.  But  I  un- 
derftand  that  the  public  are  not  fatisfied  with 

my  filence  j— that  an  anfwer  is   expelled 

froca 
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from  me,  an  J  that  if  I  perilft  in  refufing  to 
plead,  it  vvill  be  taken  for  conviition.  I 
fhould  be  ineonfillent  with  the  principles  I 
profefs,,  if  I  declined  an.  appeal  to  the  good; 
fenfe  of  the  peopky,  or  did'  not  willingly  fub- 
mit  myfelf  to  the  judgment  of  my  peers.. 

If  any  coarfe  expreflions  have  efcaped  me, 
I  am  ready  to  agree  that  they  are  unfit  for 
Junius  to  make  ufe  of,  but  I  fee  no  reafon 
to  admit  that  they  have  been  improperly  ap- 
plied^ 

Mr.  Horne,  ft  feems,  is  unable  to  com- 
prehend how  an  extreme  want  of  condudl 
and  difcretion  can  confift  with  the  abilities  I 
have  allowed  him  ;  nor  can  he  conceive  that 
z  very  honeft  man,  with  a  very  good  under- 
ftanding,  may  be  deceived  by  a  knave.  His 
knowledge  of  human  nature  muft  be  limited 
indeed.  Had  he  never  mixed  with  the  world, 
one  wotild  think  that  even  his  books  might 
hsve  taught  him  better.  Did  he  hear  Lord 
Mansfield,  v/hen  he  defended  his  doftrinfe 
concerning  libels  ?r — Or  when  he  ftated  the 
law  in  profecutions  for  criminal  converfa- 
tion  ? — Or  when  he  delivered  his  rcafons  for 
calling  the  houfe  of  lords  together  to  receive 
a  copy  of  his  charge  to  the  Jury  in  Wood- 
fall's  trial  ? — Had  he  been^  prefent  upon  any 
of  theie  occafions,  he  would  hava  feen  ho\V 

poffibie 
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portible  It  is  for  a  man  of  the  firfl  talents  to 
confound  himfelf  in  abfurdities,  which  would 
difgrace  the  lips  of  an  ideot.  Perhaps  the 
•xample  might  have  taught  him  not  to  value 
his  own  underftanding  fo  highly. — : — Lord 
Littleton's    integrity   and  judgment   are   un- 

queftlonable ; yet  he  is  known  to  admire 

that  cunning  Scotchman,  and  verily  believes 

him  an  honefl:  man. 1  fpeak  to  fails,  with 

which  all  of  us  are  converfant. 1  fpeak  to 

men  and  to  their  experience,  and   will  not, 
defcend  to  anfwer  the  little  fncering  fophif- 

trics  of  a  collegian. Diflinguiihed  talents 

are  not  neceilarily  conne£l:ed  with  dlfcretion. 
If  there  be  any  thing  remarkable  in  the  cha- 
racter of  Mr.  Home,  it  is,  that  extreme  vrant 
of  judgment  fhould  be  united  with  his  very 
moderate  capacity.  Yet  I  have  not  forgotten 
the  acknowledgment  I  made  him.  He  owes 
it  to  my  bounty :  and  though  his  letter  hasi 
lowered  him  in  my  opinion,  I  fcorn  to  retradl 
the  charitable  donation. 

I  SAID  it  would  be  very  d/ffi'cult  for  Mr. 
Home  to  write  direclly  in  defence  of  a  mi- 
nifterial  meafure,  and  not  be  dete<5led ;  and 
even  that  difficulty  I  confined  to  his  particu- 
lar fituation.  He  changes  the  terms  of  the 
propofition,  and  fuppofes  me  to  afTert,  that 
it  would  be  impojfihle  for  any  man  to  write  for 
the  news -papers  and  not  be  difcovcred. 

He 
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He  repeatedly  affirms  or  intimates  at  leafi-, 
that  he  knows  the  author  of  thefe  letters. — ~*- 
With  what  colour  of  truth  then  can  he  pre- 
tend that  I  am  no  ivhere  to  be  encountered  but 

in  a  news-paper? 1  fhall  leave  him  to  his 

fufpicions.  It  is  not  neceilary  that  I  fhould 
confide  in  the  honour  and  difcretion  of  a  man, 
who  already  fcems  to  hate  me  with  as  much 
rancour,  as  if  I  had  formerly  been  his  friend. 

But  he  aflerts  that  he  has  traced  me  thro' 

a  variety  of  fignatures.  7'o  make  the  dif- 
covery  of  any  importance  to  his  purpcfe,  he 
fhould  have  proved,  either  that  the  fictitious 
charader  of  Junius  has  not  been  confidently 
fupported,  or  that  the  author  has  maintain- 
ed different  principles  under  different  figna- 

tures. 1  cannot  recall  to  my  memory  the 

numberlefs  trifles  I  have  written ; — but  I  rely 
upon  the  confcioufnefs  of  my  own  integrity, 
and  6c^y  him  to  fix  any  colourable  charge  of 
inconfiftency  upon  me. 

I  AM  not  bound  to  afugn  the  fecret  mo- 
tives of  his  apparent  hatred  of  Mr.  Wilkes : 
nor  docs  it  follow  that  I  may  not  judge  fairly 
of  his  conduil,  though  it  were  true  that  I 
had  no  cond-icl  of  ?ny  own.-. Mr.  Hornc  en- 
larges, with  rapture,,  upon  the  importance  of 
Itiis  fervices  j-r—the  dreadful  battles  which  he 
plight  have  been  engaged  in,  and  the  dangc?s 

he  has  efcaped. Iii  fupport  of  the  formi- 

dal>k> 
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dable  dcfcription,  he  quotes  verfes  v/ithout 
mercy.  The  gentleman  deals  in  fiiSlion,  and 
naturally  appeals  to  the  evidence  of  the  poets. 

"Taking  him  at  his  word,  he  cannot  but 

admit  the  fuperiority  of  Mr.  Wilkes  in  this 
line  of  fervlce.  On  one  fide  we  fee  nothing 
but  imaginary  diftrcfles.  On  the  other  we 
fee   real   profecutions ; — real  penalties  ; — real 

imprifonment ; life    repeatedly   hazarded; 

and,  at  one  moment,  almoft  the  certainty  of 
death.  Thanks  are  undoubtedly  due  to  every 
man  who  does  his  duty  in  the  engagement; 
but  it  is  the  wounded  foldier  who  deferves  tlie 
reward. 

I  DID  not  mean  to  deny  that  Mr.  Horn« 
had  been  an  a6live  partizan.  It  would  de- 
feat my  own  purpofe  not  to  allow  him  a  de- 
gree of  merit,  which  aggravates  his  guilt. 
The  very  charge  of  contributing  his  utmoji  ef- 
forts to  fupport  a  mini/ierial  mcafurc^  implies 
an  acknowledgment  of  his  former  fervices. 
If  he  had  not  once  been  diiHnguifhed  by  his 
apparent  zeal  in  defence  of  the  common 
caufe,  he  could  not  now  be  diftinguiflied  by 

deferting  it. As  for  myfelf,  it  is  no  longer 

a  queftion  whether  I  foall  mix  with  the  throngs 
and  take  a  Jingle  Jloare  in  the  danger.  Whenever 
Junius  appears,  he  mufl  encounter  an  hoft  of 
enemies.  But  is  tliere  no  honourable  way  to 
ferve  the  public,  without  engaging  in  perfo- 

nal 
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nal  quarrels  with  infignificant  individuals,  or 
fubmitting  to  the  drudgery  of  canvaffing  votes 
for  an  eledtion  ?  Is  there  no  merit  in  dedicat- 
ing my  life  to  the  information  of  my  fcllow- 
fubjefts  ? — What  public  queilion  have  I  de- 
clmed,  what  villain  have  I  fpared  ? — Is  there 
no  labour  in  the  compofition  of  thefe  letters ! 
Mr.  Home,  I  fear,  is  partial  to  me,  and 
meafures  the  facility  of  my  writings,  by  the 
fluency  of  his  own. 

He  talks  to  us,  in  high  terms,,  of  the  gal- 
lant feats  he  would  have  performed,  if  he  had 
lived  in  the  laft  century.  The  unhappy 
Charles  could  hardly  have  efcaped  him.  But 
living  princes  have  a  claim  to  his  attachment 
and  refpecl.  Upon  thefe  terms,  there  is  no 
danger  in  being  a  patriot.  If  he  means  any 
thing  more  than  a  pompous  rhapfody,  let  us 
try  how  well  his  argument  holds  together. — 
I  prefume  he  is  not  yet  fo  much  a  courtier  as- 
to  affirm  that  the  conHitution  has  not  been 
grofsly  and  daringly  violated  under  the  prefent 
reign.  He  will  not  fay,  that  the  laws  have 
not  been  fliamerully  broken  or  perverted  ; — 
that  the  rights  of  the  fubje£t  have  not  been 
invaded,  or  that  redrefs  has  not  been  re- 
peatedjy  folicitcd  and  refufed. — Grievances 
like  thefe  were  the  foundation  of  the  rebel- 
lion in  the  lad  century,  and,  if  I  underftand 
Mr.  Home,  they  would,  at  tliat  period,  have 

jufti- 
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Juflified  him  to  his  own  mind,  in  deliberate- 
ly attacking  the  life  of  his  Sovereign.  I 
fhall  not  a(k  him  to  Vv-hat  political  confti- 
tution  this  dodlrine  can  be  reconciled.  But, 
at  Icaft,  it  is  incumbent  upon  him  to  fhew, 
that  the  prefent  King  has  better  excufes, 
than  Charles  the  Firft,  for  the  errors  of  his 
government.  He  ought  to  demonllrate  to  us 
that  the  conftitution  was  better  underftood  a 
hundred  years  ago  than  it  is  at  prefent,—— 
that  the  legal  rights  of  the  fubjeft,  and  the 
limits  of  the  prerogative  were  more  accurate- 
ly defined,  and  more  clearly  comprehended, 
if  proportions  like  thefe  cannot  be  fairly 
maintained,  I  do  not  fee  how  he  can  recon- 
cile it  to  his  confcience,  not  to  afl  imme- 
diately with  the  fame  freedom  with  which  he 
fpeaks.  1  reverence  the  charadler  of  Charles 
the  Firfl:  as  little  as  Mr.  Home  j  but  I  will 
not  infult  his  misfortune?,  by  a  comparifon 
that  would  degrade  him. 

It  is  worth  obferving,  by  what  gentle  de- 
grees the  furious,  perfecuting  zeal  of  Mr. 
Home  has  foftened  into  moderation.  Men 
and  meafures  were  yefterday  his  objedl.  What 
pains  did  he  once  take  to  bring  that  great 
ftate  criminal  Macquirk  to  execution ! — To- 
day he  confines  himfelf  to  meafures  only. — 
No  penal  example  is  to  be  left  to  the  fuc- 
ceflbrs  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton. To-mor- 
row, 
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row,  I  prefume,  both  men  and  meafures  wIH 
be  forgiven.  The  flaming  patriot,  who  fo 
lately  fcorched  us  in  the  meridian,  finlcs 
temperately  to  the  weflr,  and  is  hardly  felt  as 
he  dcfcends. 

I  coMPREHEiVD  the  policy  of  endeavour- 
ing to  communicate  to  Mr.  Oliver  and  Mr. 
Sawbridge  a  {hare  in  the  reproaches,  with 
vhich  he  fuppofes  me  to  have  loaded  him. 
My  memory  fails  me,  if  I  have  mentioned 
their  names  with  difrefpedl  j — unlefs  it  be  re- 
proachful to  acknowlege  a  fmcere  refpefl:  for 
the  charader  of  Mr.  Sawbridge,  and  not  to 
have  queftioned  the  innocence  of  Mr.  Oliver's 
intentions. 

It  feems  I  am  a  partizan  of  the  great  lea- 
der of  the  oppofition.  If  the  ch-arge  had  been 
a  reproach,  it  Ihould  have  been  better  fup- 
ported.  I  did, not  intend  to  make  a  public' 
declaration  of  the  refpeft  I  bear  Lord  Chat- 
ham. I  well  knew  what  unworthy  con- 
clufions  would  be  drawn  from  it.  But  I  am 
called  upon  to  deliver  my  opinion,  and  furely* 
it  is  not  in  the  little  cenfure  of  Mr.  Home  to 
deter  me  from  doing  fignaljuftice  to  a  man, 
who,  I  confefs,  has  grown  upon  my  efleem. 
As  for  the  common,  fordid  views  of  avarice, 
of  any  purpofe  of  vulgar  ambition,  I  queftioii 
whether    the   applaufe   of   Junius  would   be 

of 


JUNIUS,      &C.  191 

of  fervice  to  Lord  Chatham.  Aly  vote  will 
hardly  recommend  him  to  an  increafe  of  his 
penfion,  or  to  a  feat  in  the  cabinet.  But  if 
his  ambition  be  upon  a  level  with  his  under- 
ftanding  ; — if  he  judges  of  what  is  truly  ho- 
nourable for  himfelfi  with  the  fame  fuperior 
genius,  which  animates  and  dire6ls  him,  to 
eloquence  in  debate,  to  wifdom  in  decifion, 
even  the  pen  of  Junius  fhall  contribute  to 
reward  him.  Recorded  honours  fhall  gather 
round  his  monument,  and  thiclcen  over  him. 
It  is  a  folid  fabric,  and  will  fupport  the  laurels 

that  adorn  it. 1  am  not  converfant  In  the 

language  of  panegyric. Thefe  praifes  are 

extorted  from  rrte ;    but  they  will  wear  well, 
for  they  have  been  dearly  earned. 

My  deteftation  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  is 
not  founded  upon  his  treachery  to  any  indivi- 
dual :  though  I  am  willing  enough  to  fuppofe 
xthat,  in  public  affairs,  it  would  be  impoflible 
to  defert  or  betray  Lord  Chatham,  without 
doing  an  efTential  injury  to  this  country.  My 
•abhorrence  of  the  Duke  arifes  from  an  in- 
timate knowledge  of  his  chara6ter,  and  from 
a  thorough  conviftion,  that  his  bafenefs  has 
been  the  caufe  of  greater  mifchief  to  Eng- 
land, than  even  the  unfortunate  ambition  of 
Lord  Bute. 

The 
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The  (Viortening  the  duration  of  parliaments 
is  a  fubje(£l,  on  which  Mr.  Home  cannot  en- 
large too  warmly ;  nor  will  I  qucftion  his 
fjncerity.  If  I  did  not  profefs  the  fame  fcn- 
timents,  I  (hould  be  fliamefully  inconfiftent 
with  myfelf.  It  is  unneceflary  to  bind  Lord 
Chatham  by  the  written  formality  of  an  en- 
gagement. He  has  publicly  declared  himfelf 
a  convert  to  Triennial  Parliaments  ;  and  tho' 
I  have  long  been  convinced  that  this  is  the 
only  poflible  refource  wc  have  left  to  preferve 
the  fubftantial  freedom  of  the  conftitution,  I 
do  not  think  we  have  a  right  to  determine 
ao-ainft  the  integrity  of  Lord  Rockingham  or 
bis  friends.  Other  meafurcs  may  undoubt- 
edly be  fupported  in  argument,  as  better  a- 
daptcd  to  the  diforder,  or  more  likely  to  be 
obtained. 

Mr.  Horne  is  well  afTured,  that  I  never 
was  the  champion  of  Mr.  Wilkes.  But  tho' 
I  am  not  obliged  to  anfwer  for  the  firmncfs 
of  his  future  adherence  to  the  principles  he 
profefl'es,  I  have  no  reafon  to  prefume  that  he 
will  hereafter  difgrace  them.  As  for  all  thofe 
imaginary  cafes,  which  Mr.  Horne  fo  petu-. 
lantly  urges  againft  me,  I  have  one  plain, 
honeft  anfwer  to  make  to  him. — Whenever 
Mr.  Wilkes  fhall  be  convicSted  of  foliciting 
a  penfion,  an  embaffy,  or  a  government,  he 
muft  depart  from  that  fituation,  and  renounce 

that 
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that  character,  which  he  aflumes  at  prelent, 
and  which)  in  wv  opinion^  intities  him  to  the 
fupport  of  the  public.  By  the  fanae  a6l,  and 
at  the  fame  moment,  he  will  forfeit  his  powei' 
of  mortifying  the  King ;  and  though  he  can 
never  be  a  favourite  at  St.  James's,  his  bafe- 
nefs  may  adminifter  a  folid  fatisfadtion  to  the 
royal  mind.  The  man,  I  fpeak  of,  has  not  a 
heart  to  feel  for  the  frailties  of  his  fellow-crea- 
tures. It  is  their  virtues  that  afflidt,  it  is  their 
vices  that  confole  him. 

I  GIVE  every  poflible  advantage  to  Mr. 
Home,  when  I  take  the  fails  he  refers  to  for 
granted.  That  they  are  the  produce  of  his 
invention,  feems  highly  probable  j  that  they 
are  exaggerated  I  have  no  doubt.  At  the 
worfl-,  what  do  they  amount  to,  but  that 
Mr.  Wilkes,  who  never  was  thought  of  as  a 
perfecSl  pattern  of  morality,  has  not  been  at  all 
times  proof  againft  the  extremity  of  diftrefs. 
How  fhameful  is  it,  in  a  man  who  has  lived 
in  friendfliip  with  him,  to  reproach  him  with 
failings,  too  naturally  conne6l:ed  with  defpair  ! 
Is  no  allowa«ce  to  be  made  for  banifhment 
and  ruin  ?  Does  a  two  years  imprifonment 
make  no  atonement  for  his  crimes  ? — The 
refentment  of  a  prieft  is  implacable.  No  fuf- 
ferings  can  foften,  no  penitence  can  appeafe 
him. — Yet  he  himfelf,  I  think,  upon  his  own 
fyftem,  has  a  multitude  of  political  offences 

Vol.  II.  K  to 
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to  atone  for.  I  v/ill  not  infift  upon  the  nau- 
feous  detail,  with  which  he  (o  long  difgufted 
the  public.  He  feetns  to  be  afhamed  of  it. 
But  what  excufe  will  he  make  to  the  friends 
of  the  conftitution  for  laboujing  to  promote 
this  confummately  bad  man  to  a  ftation  of  the 
higheft  national  trufb  and  importance  ?  Upon 
what  honourable  motives  did  he  recommend 
him  to  the  livery  of  London  for  their  repre- 
fentative  ;■ — to  the  ward  of  Farringdon  for 
their  alderman  ; — to  the  county  of  Middlefcx 
for  their  knight  ?  Will  he  affirm  that,  at  that 
time,  he  was  ignorant  of  Mr.  Wilkes's  foli- 

citations  fo  the  miniftry  ? —That  he  fliould 

fay  fo,  is  indeed  very  neceflary  for  his  own 
juftifi-cation,  but  where  will  he  find  credulity 
to  believe  him  ? 

In  what  fchool  this  gentleman  'learned  his 
ethics  I  know  not.  His  logic  feems  to  have 
been  fludied  under  Mr.  Dyfon.  That  mi- 
ferable  pamphleteer,  by  dividing  the  only 
precedent  in  point,  and  taking  as  much  of  it 
as  fuited  his  purpofe,  had  reduced  his  argu- 
ment upon  the  Middlefex  eleilion  to  fome- 
thing  like  the  fbape  of  a  fyllogifm.  Mr.  Home 
has  conducted  himfe'.f  with  the  fame  ingenuity 
and  candour.  I  had  afBrmed  that  Mr.  Wilkes 
would  prefervc  the  public  favour,  "  as  Jong 
"  zs  he  flood  forth  agutnft  a  miniftry  and  par- 
"  liamsiu^  who  were  doing  every  thing  they 

**  could 
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"  could  to  enilave  the  country,  and  z.^  long  as 
"  he  was  a  thorn  in  the  King's  fide."  Yet, 
from  tiie  exulting  triumph  of  Mr.  Home's 
reply,  one  would  think  that  I  had  refted  my 
expectation,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  would  be  fup- 
ported  by  the  public,  upon  the  fingle  condition 
of  his  mortifying  the  King.  This  may  be 
logic  at  Cambridge  or  at  the  Treafury,  but 
among  men  of  fenfe  and  honour,  it  is  folly 
or  villainy  in  the  extreme. 

I  fee  the  pitiful  advantage  he  has  taken 
of  a  fingle  unguarded  expreflion,  in  a  letter 
not  intended  for  the  public.  Yet  it  is  only 
the  exprejjion  that  is  unguarded.  I  adhere  to 
the  true  meaning  of  that  member  of  the  fen- 
tence,  taken  feparately  z^  he  takes  it,  and  now, 
upon  the  cooled  deliberation,  reaflert  that, 
for  the  purpofes  I  referred  to,  it  may  be  highly 
meritorious  to  the  public,  to  wound  the  per- 
fonal  feelings  of  the  Sovereign.  It  is  not  a 
general  propofition,  nor  is  it  generally  applied 
to  the  chief  magiftrate  of  this,  or  any  other 
confHtution.  Mr.  Home  knows  as  well  as 
I  do,  that  the  beft  of  princes  is  not  difpleafed 
with  the  abufe,  which  he  fees  thrown  upon 
his  oftenfible  minifters.  It  makes  them,  I 
prefume,  more  properly  the  Qbje<5ts  of  his 
rQval  companion  i— neither  does  it  efcape  his 
fagacity,  that  the  lower  they  are  degraded  in 
the  public  efteem,  the  more  fubmiffively  tbey 
K  2  muft 
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muft  depend  upon  his  favour  for  proteiSlion^ 
This,  I  affirm,  upon  the  moft  folemn  con- 
vi6tion,  and  the  moft  certain  knowledge,  is 
a  leading  maxim  in  the  policy  of  the  clofet. 
It  is  unneceflary  to  purfae  the  argument  any 
farther. 

Mr.  Horne  is  now  a  very  loyal  fubje(5l. 
He  laments  the  wretched  ftate  of  politics  in 
this  country,  and  fees,  in  a  ikw  light,  the 
weaknefs  and  folly  of  the  oppofition.  fVbo- 
ever  or  whatever  is  Sovereign^  demands  the  re- 
fpeSt  and  fupport  of  the  people^  it  was  not  fo, 
when  Nero  fiddled  while  Rome  was  burning. 
Our  gracious  Sovereign  has  had  wonderful 
fuccefs,  in  creating  new  attachments  to  his 
ferjon  and  family.  He  owes  it,  I  prefume,  to 
the  regular  fyftem  he  has  purfued  in  the  my- 
ftery  of  converfion.  He  began  with  an  ex- 
periment  upon   the    Scotch,    and    concludes 

with  converting  Mr.  Horne. What  a  pity 

k  is,  that  the  fews  fhould  be  condemned  by 
Providence  to  wait  for  a  Meffiah  of  their 
own! 

The  priefthood  are  accufed  of  mifinter- 
preting  the  fcriptures.  Mr.  Horne  has  im- 
proved upon  his  profefllon.  He  alters  the 
text,  and  creates  a  refutable  dodlrine  of  his 
own.  Such  artifices  cannot  long  delude  the 
underftanding  of  the   people ;    and   without 

mean- 
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meaning  an  Indecent  comparifon,  I  may  ven- 
ture to  foretel,  that  the  Bible  and  funius  will 
be  read,  when  the  commentaries  of  the  Jefuits 
are  forgotten. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LXX. 

TO    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC     AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  26    Jii^U/y     1771. 

THE  ciiemies  of  the  people,  having 
now  nothing  better  to  obje<Sl:  to  my 
friend  Junius^  are  at  laft  obliged  to  quit  his 
politics,  and  to  rail  at  him  for  crimes  he 
is  not  guilty  of.  His  vanity  and  impiety 
are  now  the  perpetual  topics  of  their  abufc. 
I  do  not  mean  to  leflen  the  force  of  fucb 
charges,  (fuppofing  they  were  true)  but  to 
iliew  that  they  are  not  founded.  If  I  ad- 
mitted the  premifes,  I  {hould  readily  agree 
in  all  the  confequences  drawn  from  them. 
Vanity  indeed  is  a  venial  error,  for  it  ufually 
carries  its  own  puniftiment  with  it  j — but  if 
I  thought  'Junttis  capable  of  uttering  a  dif- 
refpedful  word  of  the  religion  of  his  countrv, 
1  Ihould  be  the  firft  to  renounce  and  give  him 

k:  3  up_ 


tgS  tETTEIlS      OF 

up  to  the  public  contempt  and  indignation. 
As  a  man,  I  am  fatisfied  that  he  is  a  ChrifHan 
upon  the  moft  fincere  conviction.  As  a  wri- 
ter, he  would  be  grofsly  inconfiftent  with  his 
political  principles,  if  he  dared  to  attack  a  re- 
ligion eftabliihed  by  thofe  laws,  which  it  fecms 
to  be  the  purpofe  of  his  life  to  defend.— 'Now 
for  the  proofs.-— ^zt?;m  is  accufed  of  an  im- 
pious allufion  to  the  holy  facrament,  where  he 
lays  that,  if  Lord  Wcpnduth  be  dmitd  the  cup^ 
there  will  be  m  keefing  him  within  thi  pak  &f 
the  minljlry^  Now,  Sir,  I  affirm  that  this 
pr.fiage  refers  entirely  to  a  ceremonial  in  the 
Roman  catholic  ciiurch,  which  denies  the  cup 
to  the  laity.  It  has  no  manner  of  relation  to 
the  Proteftant  creed,  and  is  in  this  country,  as 
fair  an  objeft  of  ridicule  as  tranfubjiantiation^ 
or  any  other  part  of  Lord  Peter's  hiftory  iiv 
the  Tale  of  the  Tub. 


But  Junius  is  charged  with    equal  vanity 
ind   impiety,    in  comparing  his  writings   to 

the  holy  fcripture. The  formal  proteft  he 

makes  againft  any  fuch  comparifon,  avails  him 
nothing.  It  becomes  neceflary  then  to  fhew 
that  the  charge  deftroys  itfelf. — If  he  be  vainy 
he  cannot  be  impious,  A  vain  man  does  not 
ufually  compare  himfelf  to  an  objedl,  which^ 
it  is  his  defign  to  undervalue.  On  the  othei 
hand,  if  he  be  impious,  he  cannot  be  vain. 
For  his  impiety,  if  any,  muft  confift  in  his 

endea-i 
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encleavoiiriiig  .  to  degrade  the  'holy  fcriptures' 
by  a  comparlfon  with  hts  own  contemptible 
writings.     This  would  be  folly  indeed  of  the 

grolTefl:  nature,  but  where  lies  the  vanity? 

I  {hall  now  be  told, — "  Sir,  what  you  fay  is^ 
"  plaufd:>le  enough,  but  flill'  you  iniift:  allow 
"  that  it  is  fhamefully  impudent  in  Junius  to 
^•^  tell  us  that  his  works  v/ill  live  as  long  ?% 
the  Bible."  My  anfwer  is.  J^tycd  :  hit 
flrji  provi  that  he  hcts  fald  fo.  Look  at  his 
words,  and  you  will  find  that  the  irtmolT  he 
expet^s  is,  that  the  Bible  and  Junius  will  fur- 
vive  the  commentaries  of  the  Jefuits,  which 
may  prove  true  in  a  fortnight.  The  moft 
malignant  fagacity  cannot  (hew  that  his  works 
are,  in  his  opinibfiy  to  live  as  long  as  the  Bible. 
— Suppofe  1  were  to  foretel  that  Jack  and  Tom 

would  furvive  Harry. Does  it  follow  that 

Jack  muft  live  as  long  as  Tom  f  I  would  only 
illuftrate  my  meaning  and  protefi:  againft  the 
leaft  idea  of  profanenefs.  '■ 

Yet  this  is  the  way  in  which  Junius  is 
ufually  anfwered,  arraigned  and  convitSted. 
Thefe  candid  critics  never  remember  any 
thing  he  fays  in  honour  of  our  holy  religion  j 
though  it  is  true  that  one  of  his  leading  ar- 
guments is  made  to  reft  upon  the  internal  evi- 
dence which  the  purejl  of  all  religions  carries 
with  it,  I  quote  his  words,  and  conclude 
K  4  from 
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from  them,  that  he  Is  a  tcue  and  hearty  Chrll- 
tian,  in  fubftance,  not  in  ceremony ;  though 
poffibly  he  may  not  agree  with  my  Reverend 
Lords  the  BiQiops,  or  with  the  head  of  the 
Church,  that  prayers  are  morality^  or  that 
kn/eelin^  ts^  reUgion* 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 
]^  E  T  T  E  R    LXXIi 

XO      JUNIUS. 


1,7  yiuguji^  1 771. 

I  CONGRATULATE  you,  Sir^  on  the 
recovery  of  your  wonted  ftyle,  though  it 
lias  coft  you  a  fortnight^  I  compaffionatc 
^our  labour  in  the  compofition  of  your  let- 
ters, and  will  communicate  to  you  the  fecret 
of  my  fluency.-.- — «Truth  needs  no  ornament ; 
and,  in  my  opinion,  what  flie  borrows  of  tb^ 
pencil  is  deformity. 

You  brought  a  pofitive  charge  agalnft  mc 
of  corruption..  I  denied  the  charge,,  and  cal- 
led for  your  proofs.  You  replied  with  abufe 
a,i:id  re-aflerted  your  charge.     I  called  agaia 
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for  proofs.  You  reply  again  with  at uJe  on]y, 
and  drop  your  accufatioHi  In  your  fort- 
night's letter  there  is  not  a.  word  upon  the 
fubjecl  of  my  corruption. 

I  HAVE  no  more  to  fay,  but  to  return, 
thanks  to  you  for  your  condefcenfion.,  and  to 
a  grateful  puWic  and  honeji  miniflry  for^  all 
the  favours  they  have  conferred  upon  rae«- 
The  two  latter,  I  am  fure,  will  never  refuie 
me  any  grace  I  ftiall  folicit :  and  fmce  you 
have  been  pieafed  to  acknowledge  that  you 
told  a  deliberate  lie  in  my  favour  out  of 
bounty,  and  as  a  charitable  donation,  why 
may  I  not  expe6l  that  you  will  hereafter  (if 
you  do  not  forget  you  ever  mentioned  my 
name  with  difrefpeit)  make  the  fame  acknow- 
ledgement for  what  you  have  faid  to  my  pre- 
judice ? This  fecond  recantation  will  per- 
haps be  more  abhorrent  from  your  difpo- 
fition  ;  but  fhould  you  decline  it,  you  will 
only  afford  one  more  inftance  how  much 
eaher  it  is  to  be  generous  than  ijuft|.  and  ithat; 
men  are  fometimes  bountiful  who  are  noti 
honeft.. 

At  all  events  I  am  as  well,  fatisfied- with, 

TOur   panegyric   as    Lord    Chatham  can    t^.. 

Monument  I  ihallhavc  none  ;    but  over  my 

grave  it,  will   he   faid,   in  your  0;Vk^n  word,>, 

K.5,  '"//flrw/r 
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"  Home's  Jituation  did  not  correfpond  with  hfr 
"  intentions  *." 

JOHN  HORNEf. 


LETTER    LXXII. 


TO    HIS    GRACE    THE    DUKE    OF    GRAFTON. 

MY  LORD,  7.^  Sept.  1771. 

TH  E  people  of  England  are  not  ap- 
prifed  of  the  full  extent  of  their  obli- 
gations to  you.  They  have  yet  no  adequate 
idea  of  the  endlefs  variety  of  your  character. 
They  have  feen  you  diftinguifhed  and  fuc- 
cefsful  in  the  continued  violation  of  thofe 
moral  and  political  duties,  by  which  the 
little,  as  well  as  the  great  focieties  of  life, 
are  colleded  and  held  together.  Every  co- 
lour, every  character  became  you.  With 
a  rate  of  abilities,  which  Lord  Weymouth 
veryjuftly  looks  down  upon  with  contempt, 

•  The  epitaph  would  not  be  ill-fuited  to  the  charac- 
ter : — At  the  beft,  it  is  but  equivocal. 

f  Sometime  after  this,  Mr.  Home  left  the  church, 
and  ftudied  the  law,  but  did  not  lucceed  in  being  called 
to  the  bar.     He  has  lately  changed  his  name  to  Tooke. 

you 
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vou  have  done  as  much  mifchicf  to  the  com- 
munity as  Cromwell  would  have  done,  if; 
Crc?nweU\\2ii\.  been  a  coward,  and  as  much  as. 
Machiavel^  if  Machiavcl  had  not  known,, 
that  an  appearance  of  morals  and  religion  are 

ufeful  in  fociety. To  a  thinking  man,  the 

influence  of  the  crown  will,  in  no  view,  ap- 
pear fo  formidable,  as  when  he  obferves  to 
what  enormous  excefles  it  has  fafely  con- 
du6led  your  Grace,  without  a  ray  of  real  un- 
derftanding,  without  even  the  pretenfions  to 
common  decency  or  principle  of  any  kind,, 
or  a  fmgle  fpark  of  perfonal  refolution.  What 
muft  be  the  operation  of  that  pernicious  in- 
fluence, (for  which  our  Kings  have  v/ifely 
exchanged  the  nugatory  name  of  prerogative), 
that,  in  the  higheft  ftations,,  can  fo  abun- 
dantly fupply  the  abfence  of  virtue,  courage, 
and  abilities,  and  qualify  a  man  to  be  the 
miniiler  of  a  great  nation,  whom  a  private 
gentleman  would  be  afhamed  and  afraid  to 
admit  into  his  family !  Like  the  univerfaL 
palTport  of  an  ambailador,  it  fuperfedes  the 
prohibition  of  the  laws,  baniiliies  the  flaple. 
virtues  of  the  country,  and  introduces  vice 
and  folly  triumphantly  into  all  the  depart- 
ments of  the  ftate.  Other  princes,  bciides, 
his  Majefty,  have  had  the  means  of  cor- 
ruption within  their  rc-ach,,  but  they  have, 
ufed  it  with  moderation.  In  former  times 
corruption,  was  confidered  as  a. foreign  auxili- 
K  6  ary 
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ary  to  government,  and  only  called  in  ugort 
extraordinacy  emei;ge.ncies..'  The  unfeigned 
piety,  the  fan6tified  religion  of  George  the 
Third  have  taught  him  to  new  model  the  civil 
forces  of  the  ftate^  The  natural  refources  of 
the  crown  are  no  longer  confided  in..  Cor- 
ruption glisters  in  the  van ; collc(51s  and 

maintains  a  {landing  army  of  mercenaries^, 
and,  at  the  fame  moment,  impoverifhes  and 
inGaves  the  country.  "His  Majefty's  prede- 
ceflbrs,  (excepting  that  worthy  family,  from 
v/hich  you,  my  Lord,,  are  unqueftionably  de- 
fccnded)  had  fome  generous  qualities  in  their 
compoiition,  with  vice?,  I  confefe,  or  frail- 
ties in  abundance.  They  were  kings  or  gen- 
tlemen, net  hypocrites  or  priefts.  They 
were  at  the  head  of  the  church,  but  did  not. 
knov/  the  value  of  their  office.  They  laid 
their  prayers  without  ceremony,  ai«d  had  too. 
little  prieftcraft  in  their  underftanding,  to. 
reconcile  the  fan<ftimonious  forms  of  religion 
witli   the  utter  deflTu£l:iQn  of  the  morality  of 

their   people.- JVly  Lord    this   is  faft,  not 

declamation. With  all.  your  partiality  ta 

the  houfe  of  Stuarty  you  mult  confefp, ,  that 
ev£a  Charles  the  S,econd  would  have  blufhed  atj 
that  open  encouragement,,  at  tbofe  eager, 
meretricious  carefles,.  with  which,  every  fpe- 
cies.  of  private  vice  and  public  proftitution  is- 

received  at  St.  James's. The  unfortunate 

houfe  of  Stuart  has  been  treated,  with  an  ^(-r 

perity^ 
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perity,  which,  if  comparifon  be  a  defence, 
feems  to  border  upon  injuftice.  Neither 
Charles  nor  his  bjfother  were  quiiliiied  to  fup- 
port  fuch,  a  fyftem  of  meafures,  as  would  be 
neceflary,  to  change  the  government,  and 
fubvert  the  conftitution  of  England.  One 
of  them  was  too  much  in  earneft  in  his  plea- 

fureSj the*  other  in  his  religion.     But  tha 

danger  to  this  country  would  ceafe  to  be 
problematical,  if  the  crown  fhould  ever  de- 
fcend  to  a  prmce,,  whofe  apparent  fimplicity 

might  throw  his  fubjecls  oft'  their  guard, 

who  might  be  no,  libertine  in  behaviour,  -  - 
who  fhould  have  no  fenfe  of  honour  to  re- 
lirain  him>,  and  who,  with  jaft  religioa 
enough  to  impofe  upon  the  multitude,,  might 
have  no  fcru^jles  of  confcience  to  interfere 
with  his  morality.  With  thefe  honourable 
qualifications,,  and  the  decifive  advantage  of, 
fituation,  low  craft  and  falfehood.  are  all  the 
abilities  that  are  wanting  to  deftroy  the  wif- 
dom  of  ages,,  and  to  defacie  the  nobleft  mo- 
nument that  human  policy  has  erefted 1 

know  fuch:  a  man ; My  Lord,  I  know  yous. 

both;  and,^  with  the  bleiling  of  God  (for  I. 
too  am  religious,.)  the  people  of  England 
fliall  know  you  as  well  as  I  do.  I  am  not 
very  fure  that  greater  abilities  wx)uld  not  in. 
efFedt  be  an  impediment  to  a  defign,  which 
feems  at  firft:  fight  to.,  require  a,  fuperior  ca- 
Hacity.     A  better  underftanding  might  make 

him 
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him  fenfible  of  the  wonderful  beauty  of  that 
fyftem  he  was  endeavouring  to  corrupt. 
The  danger  of  the  attempt  might  alarm  him. 
The  meannefs,  and  intrinfic  worthleflhefs  of 
the  obje6l  (fuppofmg  he  could  attain  it)  would 
fill  him  with  fliame,  repentance,  and  difguft.. 
But  thefe  are  fenfations,  which  find  no  en- 
trance into  a  barbarous,  contracted  heart. 
In  fome  men,  there  is  a  malignant  pailion  to 
deftroy  the  works  of  genius,  literature,  and 
freedom.  The  Vandal  and  the  Alonk  find 
equal  gratification  in  it. 

Replections  like  thefe,  my  Lord,  have- 
a  general  relation  to  your  grace,  and  infepa- 
rably  attend  you,  in  whatever  company  or 
fituation  your  character  occurs  to  us.  They 
have  no  immediate  connexion  with  the  fol- 
lowing recent  fa61:,  which  I  lay  before  the 
public,  for  the  honour  of  the  beft  of  Sove- 
reigns,, and  for  the  edification  of  his  people. 

A  PRINCE  (whofe  piety  and  felf-denial, 
one  would  think,,  might  fecure  him  from  fuch 
a  multitude  of  worldly  neceffities,)  with  an 
annual  revenue  of  near  a  million  fterling,  un- 
fortunately wants  mcncy. — The  navy  of  Eng- 
land, by  an  equally  Arrange  concurrence  of 
unforefeen  circumftances,  (though  not  quite 
fo  unfortunately  for  his  Majefty)  is  in  equal 
want  of  timber.     The  world  knows,  in  what 

a  hope- 
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a  hopeful  condition  you  delivered  the  navy 
to  your  fucceflbr,  and  in  what  a  condition 
we  found  it  in  the  moment  of  diftrefs.  You 
were  determined  it  fhould  continue  in  the 
fituatlon  in  which  you  left  it.  It  happened, 
however,  very  luckily  for  the  privy  purfe, 
that  one  of  the  above  wants  promifed  fair  to 
fupply  the  other.  Our  religious,  benevolent, 
generous  Sovereign,  has  no  objection  to  fel- 
ling his  oxvn  timber  to  his  own  admiralty,  to- 
repair  his  oxvn  fhips,  nor  to  putting  the  money 
into  his  own  pocket.  People  of  a  religious 
turn  naturally  adhere  to  the  principles  of  the- 
church.      Whatever  they    acquire    falls    info 

jnorimain. Upon  a  reprefentation  from  the 

admiralty  of  the  extraordinary  want  of  timber,' 
for  the  indifpenfible  repairs  of  the  navy,  the 
furveyor  general  was  direfted  to  make  a  fur- 
vey  of  the  timber  in  all  the  royal  chaces  and' 
forefts  in  England.  Having  obeyed  his  or- 
ders with  accuracy  and  attention,  he  reported, 
that  tl^e  fineft  timber  he  had  any  v/here  met 
with,  and  the  propereft  in  every  refpeft  for 
the  purpofes  of  the  navy,  was  in  Whittlebun 
Fore/i^  of  which  your  Grace,  I  think,  is 
hereditary  ranger.  In  confequence  of  this 
report,  the  ufual  warrant  was  prepared  at  the' 
treafury,  and  delivered  to  the  furveyor,  by 
which  he  or  his  deputy  were  authorifed  to  cut 
down  any  trees  in  Whitthbury  Foreji^  which 
fhould  appear  to  be  proper  for  the  purpofes- 

above-' 
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above-mentioned.  The  deputy  being  in- 
formed that  the  warrant  was  figned  and  de- 
livered to  his  principal  in  London,,  croflca 
the  country  to  Northamptonfhire,  and  witlv 
an  officious  zeal  for  the  public,  fervice,  begins, 
to  do  his  duty  in  the  foreft.  Unfortunately 
for  him,  he  had  not  the  warrant  in  his  pocket. 
The  overfight  was  enormous,  and  you  have 
puniOied  him  for  it  accordingly.  You  have 
infifted  that  an  a£live,.  ufeful  ofEcer  lliould 
be  difmifl'cd  from  his  place.  You  have  ruin- 
ed'an  innocent   man  and    his   family. In 

what  language  {hall  I  addrefs  fo   black,     fo' 
cowardly  a  tyrant  ; — thou  worfe  than  one  of 

the  Bru7tfwicks^  and  all   the  Stuarts  ! To 

them,,   who  know  Lord  North,,  it  js   unne- 
ceflary  to  fay,  that  he  was   mean   a,nd  bafe 

enough  tofubmit  tp  you. This  however 

j$  but  a  {inall  part  of  the  fail.  After  ruin- 
ing the  furveyor's  deputy,,  for  a<Eling  without 
the  warrant,  you  atta«ked  the  warrant  itfelf. 
You  declared  it  was  illegal,  and  fwore,  in  a 
fit  of  tbaming,.  frantic  paffion,  that  it  never 
fljould  be  executed..  You  aflcrted  upon  your 
honour,  that  in  the  grant  of  the  rangerfhip 
Q^Whittlebury  Foreji,  made  by  Char  lei  the  Se- 
f/?«4/,  (whom,  with  a  modefty.  that,  would  da 
Ijonour  to  Mr.  Rigby,,  you  are  pleafed  to  call 
your  ancaftor)  to. one  of  his  baftards,  (from 
\j?bomLmake  no  dcvibt  of  your  defcent,)  the 
wpjpeity  of  t^e  timber  i;s  v^fted  in  tlje  ranger. 
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1  have  examined  the  origiiial  grant,  ami 

now,  in  the  face  of  the  pubh'c,  contradict 
you  dire<5lly  upon  the  fa£^.  The  very  re- 
verfe  of  what  you  have  aflerted  upon  your 
honour  is  the  truth.  The  grant,  exprefslyy 
and  by  a  particular  claufcy  referves  the  pro- 
perty of  the  timber  for  the  ufe  of  the  crown. 

\n  fpite  of  this  evidence, — in  defiaiKe  of 

the  reprefentations  of  the  admiralty, — in  '^er- 
fecSl  mockery  of  the  notorious  diftreffes  of 
the  Englifh  navy,  and  thofe  equally  prefling, 
and  almoft  equally  notorious  neceflities  of 
your  pious  Sovereign, — ^here  the  matter  refts. 

The  lords    of   the  treafury  recal   their 

warrant  j  the  deputy-furveyor  is  ruined  for 
doing  his  duty  ;— — —  Mr.  John  Pitt,  (whofs 
name  I  fuppofe  is  ofFenfive  to  you)  fubmits- 

to  be  brow-beaten  and  infulted ; the  oaks 

keep  their  ground  ; — the  King  is  defrauded, 
and  the  navy  of  England  may  perifh  for  want 
of  the   beft   and  fineft  timber  in  the  ifland. 

And  all  this  is  fubmitted  to to  appeafe  the 

Duke  of  Grafton  !- To  gratify  the  man 

who  has  involved  the  Kiog  and  his  kingdom 
in  confufion  and  diflrefs,  and  who,  like  a 
treacherous  coward,  deferted  his-  Sovereign  in 
the  midft  of  it ! 

There    has   been  a   flrange  alteration  in 
your  doctrines,   fince    you  thought  it  advife- 
fble  to  rob  the  Duke  of  Portland  of  his   pro- 
perty. 


perty,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  the  interefl  of 
Lord  Bute^s  fon-in-law,  before  the  laft  general 
eledion.  Nullum  tempus  Situnit  regi^  was  then 
your  bo«fted  motto,  and  the  cry  of  all  your 
h-'Jiigry  partisans.  Now  h  feems  a  grant  of 
Cbdi'les  the  Second  to  one  of  his  baftards  is  to 
be  held  facred  and  inviolable  !  It  tnufl  not  be 
qtieftioned  by  the  King's  fervants,  nor  fub-' 
inltted  to  any  interpretation  but  your  ov/n. 
•— -Aly  Lcrd,  this  was  not  the  language 
you  held,  when  it  fuitsd  you  to  infult  the 
memory  of  the  glorious  ddiverer  of  England 
from  that  deteftcd  family,  t3' which  you  ara 
ilill  more  nearly  allied  in  principle  than  in 

blood "In  the  name  of  decency  and  com- 

fnon-fenfe,  vdiat  are  yonr  Grace's  merits,  ci- 
ther with  King  or  miniftry,  that  fliould  in- 
title  you  to  aflume  this  domineering  authority 

over  both  ? ^Is  it  the  fortunate  confangui-  ' 

nity  you  claim  with  the  houfe  of  Stuart  f 

Is  it  the  fecret  correfpondence  you  have  for 
fo  many  years  carried  on  with  Lord  Bute,  by 
the  afliduous  affiftance  of  your  creain  coloured 

parafite? Could    not   your   gallantry   find 

fufEcient  employment  for  him,  in  thofe  gentk 
offices  by  which  he  firft  acquired  the  tender 

friendftiip  of  Lord  Barrlngton  ? "Or  is  it 

only  that  wonderful  fympathy  of  manners, 
which  iubfifts  between  your  Grace  and  one  of 
your  fuperiors,  and  does  fo  much  honour  ta 

you  both  ? Is  the  union  of  BUfil  and  Black 

George 
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Ovdi'ifg  t\6  lono'er  a  fomttnce  f-— — Frdm  what- 

o  o 

ever  origin  youf  influGnce  in  this  country 
irifeS)  It  is  a  phzKnometioh  irt  the  hiftory  of 
human  virtue  jind  underftanding.  -■■"->  Good 
men  can  hardly  believe  the  fa6l.  Wile  rfteft 
are  unuble  to  account  for  it.  Rerig^ous  mtiv 
fmd  fexercife  test  their  faith^  and  maicti  it  ths 
lart  efibi-t  of  their  piety,  not  to  repine  agalnlV 
provldenct^ 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LXXni. 

TO   TH8  LIVIRY   OF   LONDON. 

GENTLEMEN,  30  Sept,  1771* 

IP'  ym  alone  were  concerned  in  the  event 
of  the  prefent  eledlion  of  a  chief  magi- 
ftrate  of  the  metropolis,  it  v/ould  be  the  high- 
eft  prefumption  in  a  ftranger,  to  attempt  to 
influence  your  choice,  or  even  to  offer  you 
his  opinion.  But  the  fituation  of  public  af- 
fairs has  annexed  an  extraordinary  impor- 
tance to  your  refolutions.  You  cannot,  in 
the  choice  of  your  magiftrate,  determine  for 
yourfehes  only.  You  are  going  to  determine 
upon  a  point,  in  which  every  member  of  the 
community  is  interefted,     I  will  not  fcruple 

to 
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to  fay,  that  the  very  being  of  that  law,  of 
that  right,  of  that  conftitution,  for  which  we 
have  been  fo  long  contending,  is  now  at 
ftaice.  They,  who  would  enfnare  your 
judgment,  tell  you  it  is  a  commoHy  ordinaty 
cafe,  and  to  be  decided  by  ordinary  prece- 
dent and  pradlice.  They  artfully  conclude, 
from  moderate  peaceable  times,  to  times 
which  are  not  moderate,  and  which  ought  not 
to  be  peaceable. — —While  they  folicit  your 
favour,  they  infift  upon  a  rule  of  rotation^ 
which  excludes  all  idea  of  eledtion. 

Let  me  be  honoured  with  a  few  minutes 

of  your  attention. The  queftion,  to  thofe 

who  mean  fairly  to  the  liberty  of  the  people, 
(which  we  all  profefs  to  have  in  view)  lies 
within  a  very  narrow  compafs.— — Do  you 
mean  to  defert  that  juft  and  honourable  {y{- 
tem  of  meafures  which  you  have  hitherta 
purfued,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  from  parlia- 
ment or  from  the  crown,  a  full  redrefs  of 
paft  grievances,  and  a  IJbcurity  for  the  fu- 
ture ? Do  you  think  the  caufe  defperate, 

and  will  you  declare  that  you  think  fo  to 
the  whole  people  of  England?  If  this  be 
your-meaning  and  opinion,  you  v/ill  acl  con- 
fidently with  it,  in  choofing  Mr.  Najh. 1 

profefs  to  be  unacquainted  with  his  private 
charadler.  But  he  has  afted  as  a  magiftrate, 
«-^as  a  public  man. — As  fuch  I  fpeak  of  him, 

—I 
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—I  fee  his  name  in  a  protefl:  againft  one  of 

your  remonftrances  to  the  crown. He  has 

tione  every  thing  in  his  power  to  deftroy  the 
freedom  of  popular  eledlions  in  the  city  by 
pubUfliing  the  poll  upon  a  former  occailon  ; 
and  I  know,  in  general,  that  he  has  diflin- 
guifhed  himfelf,  by  flighting  and  thwarting 
all  thofe  public  meafures,  which  you  have 
engaged  in  with  the  greateft  warmth,  and 
hitherto  thought  moft  worthy  of  your  ap- 
probation. —^ — From  his  part  condudt,  what 
conclufion  will  you  draw,  but  that  he  will 
a6l  the  fame  part  as  Lord  Mayor,  which  he 
has  invariably  a6led  as  Alderman  and  Sheriff? 
He  cannot  alter  his  conduct-,  without  con- 
fefling  that  he  never  ailed  upon  principle  of 

any  kind. ^I  ftiould  be  forry  to  injure  the 

character  of  a  man,  who  perhaps  may  be  ho- 
neft  in  his  intention,  by  fuppofing  it  pojfible^ 
that  he  can  ever  concur  with  you  in  any  po- 
Jitical  meafure,  or  opinion. 

ly,  on  the  other  hand,  you  mean  to  perfe- 
vere  in  thofe  refolutions  for  the  public  good, 
which,  though  not  always  fuccefsful,  are  al- 
ways honourable,  your  choice  will  naturally 
incline  to  thofe  men,  who,  (whatever  they 
be  in  other  refpetls,)  are  moft  likely  to  co- 
operate with  you  in  the  great  purpofcs  which 
you  are  determined  not  to  relinquifli : — The 
queftion  is  not>  of  what  metal  your  inftru- 

ments 
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meats  are  made,  but  whether  they  are  adapted 
to  the  work  you  have  in  hand  F  The  honours 
of  the  city,  in  thefe  times,  are  improperly, 
becaufe   exclufively,     called  a  reward.     You 

mean  not   merely  to  pay,  but  to  employ. 

Are  Mr.  Crojl'y  and  Mr.  Sawbridge  likely 
to  execute  the  extraordinary,  as  well  as 
the  ordinary  duties  of  Lord  Mayor  ? — — 
Will  they  grant  you  common  halls  when  it 
{hall   be   neccflary? — Will   they  go  up  with 

rcmonftrances  to  the    King  ? Have  they 

lirmncfs  enough  to  meet  the  fury  of  a  venal 
houfe  of  commons  ? — Have  they  fortitude  e- 

nough  not  to  flirinic  at  imprifoament  ?■■ >-« 

Have  they  fpirit  enough  to  hazard  their  lives 
and  fortunes  in  a  conteft,  if  it  (hould  be  ne- 
ceflary,  with  a  proftituted  legiflature  ?•— If  thefa 
quellions  can  fairly  be  anfwered  in  the  affir- 
mative, your  choice  is  made.  Forgive  this 
paflionate  language. — I  am  unable  to  correct 
it.— The  fubje<5t  comes  home  to  us  all. — ^It  is 
the  language  of  my  heart. 

JUNIUS. 
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LETTER    LXXIV. 

TO     THE     PRINTER     OF    THE      PUBLIC 
ADVERTISER. 

SIR,.  5  O.'fckr,  1771. 

NO  man  laments,  more  fincerely  than 
I  do,  the  unhappy  differences,  which 
have  arilen  among  the  friends  of  the  people, 
and  divided  them  from  each  other.  The 
caufe  undoubtedly  fufFers,  as  well  by  the  di- 
minution of  that  flrength,  v/hich  union  car- 
ries with  it,  as  by  the  feparate  lofs  of  perfonal 
reputation,  which  every  man  fuftains,  when 
his  chara6ler  and  conduct  are  frequently  held 
forth  in  odious  or  contemptible  colours. 
— — 'Thefe  diiFerences  are  only  advantageous 
to  the  common  enemy  of  the  country. — The 
hearty  friends  of  the  caufe  are  provoked  and 
difgufted.  — ■  The  lukewarm  advocate  avails 
himfelf  of  any  pretence  to  relapfe  into  that 
indolent  indifference  about  every  thing  that 
ought  to  intereft  an  Englilhman,  fo  unjuftly 

dignified  with  the  title   of  moderation. 

The  falfe,  infidious  partifan,   who  creates  or 
foments  the   difcrder,  fees  the  fruit    of    his 

difho- 
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difdoiieft   induftry   ripen  beyond  his    hope?, 
and  rejoices  in  the  promife  of  a  banquet,  only 
delicious  to  fuch  an  appetite  as  his  own. — It 
is  time  for  thofe  who  really  mean  well  to  the 
Qjufe  and  the  People^  who  have  no  view  to  pri* 
vate  advantage,  and  who  have  virtue  enough 
to  prefer  the  general  good  of  the  community 
to  the  gratification  of  perfonal  animofities, — it 
is  time  for  fuch  men  to  interpofe. — Let   us 
try    whether  thefe    fatal    diflentions    may  not 
yet  be  reconciled;  or,  if  that  be  impradicable, 
let  us  guard  at  leaft  againfl:  the  worft  efFeds 
of  divifion,  and  endeavour  to  perfuade   thefe 
furious  partizans,   if  they  will  not  confent  to 
draw  together,  to  be  feparately  ufeful  to  that 
caufe,  which  they  all  pretend  t®  be  attached 
to.      Honour  and  honefty  muft  not  be  re- 
nounsed,  although  a  thoufand  modes  of  right 
and  wrong  were  to   occupy  the  degrees  of 
morality  between  Zeno  and  Epicurus.     The 
fundamental   principles    of   Chriftianity  may 
ftill  be  preferved,    though  every  zealous  fee- 
tary  adheres   to  his    own  exclulive  dodlrine, 
and  pious  Ecclefiaflics  make  it  part  of  their 
religion  to   perfecute  one  another.  -——The 
civil  conftitution  too,  that  legal   liberty,  that 
general  creed,  which  every  Englifhman  pro- 
fefles,  may  ftill  be  fupported,  though  Wilkes, 
and   Home,   and  Townfend,  and  Sawbridge, 
fhould    obftinately    refufe     to    communicate, 
and  even  if  the  fathers  of  the  church,  if  Sa- 

vile, 
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vllc,  Richmond,  Camden,  Rockingham,  and 
Chatham,  fliould  difagrce  in  the  ceremonies 
oF  their  political  worfhip,  and  even  in  the  in- 
terpretation of  twenty  texts  in  MagiwCharta. 
— I  fpeak  to  the  people  as  one  of  the  people. 
— Let  us  employ  thefe  men  in  whatever  de- 
partments their  various  abilities  arc  beft  fuited 
to,  and  as  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
mon caufe,  as  their  diftcrent  inclinations  will 
permit.  They  cannot  ferve  usy  without  ef- 
fentially  ferving  themfelves. 

If  Mr.  N^ajh  be  ele<5led,  he  will  hardly 
venture,  after  fo  recent  a  mark  of  the  per- 
fonal  efteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  to  declare 
himfclf  immediately  a  courtier.  The  fpirit 
and  a6livity  of  the  flierifts  will,  I  hope,  b# 
fufficient  to  counteracSl  any  fmifter  intentions 
of  the  Lord  Mayor.  Li  collifion  with  their 
virtue,  perhaps  he  may  take  fire. 

It  is  not  neceflary  to  exaA  from  I^ir. 
Wilkes  the  virtues  of  a  Stoic.  They  were 
inconfiftent  with  themfelves,  who,  almoft 
at  the  fame  moment,  reprefented  him  as  the 
bafeft  of  mankind,  yet  feemed  to  expe(5l 
from  him  fuch  inftances  of  fortitude  and  felf- 
denial,  as  would  do  honour  to  an  apoftle. 
It  is  not  however  flattery  to  fay,  that  he  is 
obftinate,  intrepid,  and  fertile  in  expedients. 
That  he  has  no  pollible  refource,  but  in 

Voi..  II.  L  the 
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the  public  favour,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a-con- 
fiderable  recommendation  of  him.  I  wifh 
that  every  man,  who  pretended  to  popularity, 
were  in  the  fame  predicament.  I  wifh  that 
a  retreat  to  St.  James's  were  not  fo  eafy  and 
open,  as  patriots  have  found  it.  To  Mr. 
Wilkes  there  is  no  accefs.  However  he  may 
be  mifled  by  paflion  or  imprudence,  I  think 
he  cannot  be  guilty  of  a  deliberate  treachery 
to  the  public.  The  favour  of  his  country 
conftitutes  the  (hield,  ,  which  defends  hiiu 
againft  a  thoufand  daggers.  Defertion  would 
dilarm  him. 

I  CAN  more  readily  admire  the  liberal 
fpirit  and  integrity,  than  the  found  judgment 
of  any  man,  who  prefers  a  republican  form 
of  government,  in  thi^  or  any  other  empire 
pf  equal  extent,  to  a  monarchy  fo  qualified 
anU  limited  as  ours.  I  am  convinced,  that 
neither  is  it  in  theory  the  wifeft  fy{lem  of 
government,  nor  pradlicable  in  this  country. 
Yet,  though  1  hope  the  Englini  conftitutioa 
will  for  ever  prcferve  its  original  monarchical 
form,  I  would  have  the  manners  of  the  people 

purely   and   flritlly   republican. 1  do  not 

mean  the  licentious  fpirit  of  anarchy  and   riot. 
.  I  mean  a  general  attachment  to  the  com- 
mon weal,  diftindl:  from  any  partial  attach- 
ment to  perfons  or  families  ; an  implicit 

fubmiffion  to  the  laws  only,  and  an  afFedion 
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to  the  maglftrate,  proportioned  to  the  inte- 
grity and  wifdom,  with  which  he  dillributes 
juftice  to  his  people,  and  adminlfters  their 
afl'airs.  The  prefdnt  habit  of  our  political 
ijody .  appears  tO'  me  the  very  reverfe  of  wiiat 
it  ou2;ht  to  be.  The  form  of  the  conftitution 
leans  rather  more  than  enough  to  the  popu- 
lar branch  ;  \yhile,  in  effect:,  the  manners  of 
the  people  (of  thofe  at  leaft  who  are  likely 
to  take  a  lead  in  the  country)  incline  too  ge- 
nerally to  a  dependence  upon  the  crown. 
The  real  friends  of  arbitrary  power  combine 
the  fails,  and  are  not  inconfiftent  with  their 
principles,  when  they  flrenuoufly  fupport  the 
unwarrantable  privileges  affumed  by  the 
houfe  of  commons. — In  thefe  circumftances, 
it  were  much  to  be  defired,  that  we  had 
many  fuch  men  as  Mr.  Sawbridge  to  repre- 
fent  us  in  parliament. 1  fpeak  from  com- 
mon report  and  opinion  only,  when  I  impute 
to  him  a  fpeculative  predilection  in  favour  of 

a  republic. In  the  perfonal  conduct  and 

manners  of  the  man,  I  cannot  be  miftaken. 
He  has  fhcwn  himfelf  pofTefled  of  that  repub- 
lican firmnefs,  which  the  times  require,  and 
by  which  an  Englilh  gentleman  may  be  as 
ufefully  and  as  honourably  diftinguifhed,  as 
any  citizen  of  ancient  Rome,  of  Athens,  or 
Lacedaemon, 

L  2  Mk. 
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Mr.  TowNSEND^complains  that  the  pub'^ 
lie  gratitude  has  not  been  anfwerable  to  his 
defeots. — It  is  not  difficult  to  trace  the  artifi- 
ces, which  have  fuggefled  to  him  a  language, 
fo  unworsfij.iof  his  underftanding.  A  great 
man  commands  %the  afl'cctions  of  the  people. 
A  prudent  man  does  not  complain  when  he 
has  loft  them.  Yet  the)'  are  far  from  being 
loft  to  Mr.  Townfend.  -He; has, treated  our 
opinion  a  little  too  cavalierly,  A.youi^  man 
is  apt  to  rely  too  confidently  upon;  himfel,F, 
to  be  as  attentive  to  his  miftrefs,  as  a  ^polite 
and    paiHonate   lover   ought   to   be.     Perhaps 

he  found  her  at  firft  too  eafy  a  conqueft. . 

Yet,  I  fancy,  fhe  will  be  ready  to  receive  him 
whenever  he  thinks  proper  to  renew  his  ad- 
drefles.  With  all  his  youth,  his  fpirjf,  .and 
his  appearance,  it  would  be  indecent  in  the 
lady  to  folicit  his  return. 

I  HAVE  too  much  refpe6l  for  the  abilities 
of  Mr.  Home,  to  flatter  myfelf  that  thefe 
gentlemen  will  ever  be  cordially  re-united. 
It  is  not,  however,  unreafonabie  •  to  expeifl:, 
that  each  of  them  fiiould  a£l  his  feparate  part, 

with  honour  and  integrity  to  the  public. 

As  for  difference  of  opinion  upon  fpecula- 
tive  queftions,  if  we  wait  until  they  are  re- 
conciled, the  adtion  of  human  aftairs  mult 
be  fufpended  for  ever.  But  neither  are  we 
to  look  for  perfeilign  in  any  one  man,  nor 

for 
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i'o:    agreement  among  many. -When  Lord 

C.hathurn  affirms^  that  the  authority  of  the 
Britiflj  icg'ijlature  is  NOT  supreme  over 
the  colonies,    in  the  fame  fetife   in  which  it   ?r 

fuprcme  ever    Great  Britain  ; when  Lmd 

Camdcii  fuppofes  a  neccfiity,  (which  the  Kiiig 
is  to  judge  of)  and,  founded  upon  that  ne- 
reffitv,  attributes  to  the  drown  a  legal  power 
(not  given  by  the  acft  itfelf)  to   fufpcnd  the 

operation  of  an  aft  of  the  Icgiflature, / 

lijicn  to  them  both  tvith  diffidence  and  refpeSfy  hut 

WITHOUT  the  SMALLEST    DKGREE    OF    COK- 

vrcTioN  OR  ASSENT.  Yet,  I  doubt  not, 
they  deliver^'d  their  real  fentiments,  nor  oui^ht 

they  to  be  haftily  condemned. 1  /i^shavea 

claim  to  the  candid  interpretation  of  my  coun- 
try, when  I  acknowledge  an  involuntary,  com- 
pulfive  alfent  to  one  very  unpopular  opinion. 
I  lament  the  unhappy  iiecefiity,  whenever  it 
arifes,  of  providing  for  the  fafety  of  the  ftate, 
by  a  temporary  invafion  of  the  perfonal  liberty 
of  the  fubjedl.  Would  to  God  it  were  prac- 
ticable to  reconcile  thefe  important  objects, 
in   every  poffible   fituation  of  public  affairs  I 

1  regard  the  legal  liberty  of  the  meancft- 

man  in  Britain,  as  much  as  my  own,  anJ 
would  defend  it  with  the  fame  zeal.  I  know- 
we  muft  ftand  or  fall  together.  But  I  never 
can  doubt,  that  the  community  has  a  right 
to  command,  as  well  as  to  purchafe,  the  fe2"- 
vicc  of  its  members.  I  fee  that  right  found- 
L  3  ed 
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ed  originally  upon  a  neceflity,  which  fuper- 
fedes  all  argument.  I  fee  it  eftabliihed  by 
ufage  immemorial,  and  admitted  by  more 
than  a  tacit  aiTent  of  the  legiflature.  I  con- 
clude there  is  no  remedy,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  for  the  grievance  complained  off 
for,  if  there  were,,  i^  mufl  long  fince  have 
been  redrefied.  Though  numberlefs  oppor- 
tunities have  prefented  themfelves,  highly 
favourable  to  public  liberty,  no  fuccefsful  at- 
tempt has  ever  been  made  for  the  relief  of  the 
fubjcdl:  in  this  article.  Yet  it  has  been  felt 
and  complained  of,  ever  finee  England  had  » 
navy. — The  coi>ditions5  which  conftitute  rhi* 
right,  muft  be  taken  together.  Separately, 
they  have  little  v/eight.  It  is  not  fair  to  ar- 
gue, from  any  abufe  in  the  execution,  to  the 
illegality  of  the  power :  much  lefs  is  a  con- 
clufion  to  be  drawn  from  the  navy  to  the 
land  fervice.  A  feaman  can  never  be  em- 
pleyed  but  againft  the  enemies  of  his  country. 
The  only  cafe  in  which  the  King  can  have 
a  right  to  arm  his  fubjeils  in  general,  is  that 
of  a  foreign  force  being  ailually  landed  upon 
our  coaft.  Whenever  that  cafe  happens,  no 
true  Englifhman  will  enquire,,  whether  the 
King's  right  to  compel  him  to  defend  his 
country  be  the  cuftom  of  England,  or  a  graat 
of  the  legiflature.  With  regard  to  the  prefs  for 
feamen,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  fymptoms 
may  not  be  foftened,  although  the  diftemper 

cannot 
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cannot  be  cured.  Let  bounties  be  increai'cd 
as  far  as  the  public  purfe  can  fupport  them. 
Still  they  have  a  limit,  and  when  every  rea- 
fonable  expence  is  incurred,  it  will  be  found, 
in  fa£l,  that  the  fpur  of  the  prefs  Is  wanted  to 
give  operation  to  the  bounty. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  never  liad  a  doubt  alojt 
the  ftri6l  rie;ht  of  prefling,   until  I  heard  that 
Lord  Mansfield  had  applauded  Lord  Chathaai 
for  delivering  fomething  like  this  dc£lriiie  in 
tlie  houfe  of  lords.     That  confideration  fiag" 
gered  me  not  a  little.     But,   upon  reflec^tlon, 
his  condu6l  accouiits  naturally  for  itfelf.     He 
knew  the   do£trine  was   unpopular,  and   was 
eager  to  fix  it  upon  the  man,  who  is  the  firit 
objedl  of  his  fear  and  deteftation.     The  cun- 
ning Scotchman  never  fpeaks  truth- without  a 
fraudulent  defign.      In   council,  he  generally 
affe£ls  to  take  a  moderate  part.     Befides  his 
natural  timidity,   it  makes  part  of  his  political 
plan,  never  to  be  known  to  recommend  violent 
meafures^     When  the  guards  are  called  forth 
to  murder  their  fellow -fubje6ls,  it  is   not  by 
the  oftenfible  advice  of  Lord  Mansfield.   That 
odious  office,  his  prudence  tells  him,  is  better 
left  to   fuch  men  as  Gower  and  V/eymouth, 
as    Barrington  and  Grafton.      Lord  Hillibo- 
rough  wifely  confines  his  firmnefs  to  •  the  dif- 

tant  Americans. The  defigns  of  Mansfield 

ajre  more  fubtle,  more  effectual,  and  fecure. 
L  4  ■ Who 
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Who  attacks  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  ?— -*- 

Lord  Mansfield. — Who  invades  the  conflitu-- 
tional  power  of  juries  ? — Lord  Mansfield. — 
What  judge  ever  challenged  a  juryman,  but 
Lord  Mansfield  ?—— ^.Who  was  that  iud  >ev 
who,  to  fave  the  King's  brother,  affirmed  that 
a  man  of  the  firA  rank  and  quality,  who  ob- 
tains a  verdict  in  a  fuit  for  criminal  converfa-^ 
tion,  is  entitled  to  no  greater  damages  than 
the  meanelt  mechanic  ? — ^Lord  Mansfield. — 
W''ho  is  it  makes  commiflioners  of  the  Great 
Seal  ? — Lord  Mansfield. — Who  is  it  forms  a 
decree  for  thofe  commifiioners.  decidin(y  a- 
gainfl:  Lord  Chatham,  and  afterwards  (finding 
iiimfclf  oppofed  by  the  judges)  declares  in 
parliament,  that  he  never  had  a  doubt  that 
the  law  was  in  direcSb  oppofition  to  that  de- 
cree r Lord  Mansfield. Who  is  he,  that 

has  made  it  the  ftudy  and  pra<5lice  of  his  life, 
to  undermine  and  alter  the  whole  fyftem  of 
jurifprudence  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench  ? 

• Lord  Mansfield.     There  never  exifted  a 

nun  but  himfelf,  who  anfwcred  exadly  to  fo 
complicated  a  defcription.  Compared  to 
thefe  enormities,  his  original  attachment  to 
the  Pretender,  (to  whom  his  deareft  brother 
was  confidential  fecretary)  is  a  virtue  of  the 
firft  magnitude.  But  the  hour  of  impeach- 
ment wt/l  come,  and  neither  he  nor  Grafton 
fhall  efcape  me.  Now  let  them  make  com:- 
mon  caufe  againft  England  and  the  houfe  of 

Hano' 
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Hanover.      A    Stuart  and   a  Murray  fliould 
fympathize  with  each  other. 

When  I  refer  to  fignal  inftances  of  unpo- 
pular opinions  delivered  and  maintained  by, 
men,  who  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  -  have-  no- 
view  but  the  public  good,  I  do  not. mean  to 
renew  the  difcuffioa.  of  fuch  opinions.  I 
fhould  be  forry  to  revive  the  dormant  quef- 
tions  of  Stomp-aofy  Cor?i-bill,  or  Prefs-tvar- 
rant.  I  mean  only  to  illuftrate  one  ufeful. 
propofition,  which  it  is  the  intention  of  thi> 

paper  to  inculcate ; That  we  JJjould  nat  ge- 

yterally  reje£l  the  friend/hip  or  fer-vius-  of  any 
many  bccaufe  he  differs  from  us  in  a  particular 
opifiion.  This  will.  not.  appear  a  fuperfluous 
caution,  if  we  obferve  the  ordinary  conduct 
of  mankind.  In  public  affairs  there  is  the 
ieall  chance  of  a  perfecSl  concurrence  of  fenti- 
ment,  or  inclination.  Yet  every  man  is  able 
to  contribute  fomething  to  the  commoa  ftock, 
and  no  man's  contribution  (hould  be  rejetSled. 
If  individuals  have  no  virtues,.,  their  vices  may 
be  of  ufe  to  us.  I  care  not  with  what  prin-r 
ciple  the  new-bora  patriot  is  animated,  if  the 
ineafures  he  fupports  are  beneHcial  to  thx 
community,  I'he  nation  is  iiiterefted  in  his 
conducl.  His  motives  are  his  own.  The 
properties  of  a  patriot  are  perifliable  in  the 
iii^ividiial,  but  there  is  a  quick  fucceffion  <^f 
Xubjcclsj  and  thi?  breed  is  worth  p^^fcrving. 
'  L  5  Tite 
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- --The  fpirit  of  the  Americans  may  be  art' 

ufeful  example  to  us.  Our  dogs  and  horfes 
are  only  Englifli  upon  Englifh  ground  j  but 
patriotifm,    it   feems^  may   be    improved  by 

tranfplanting. 1   will     not  reje6l    a    bill>, 

which  tends  to  confine  parliamentary  privi- 
lege within  reafonable  bounds,  though  it 
fhould  be  ftolcn  from  the  houfe  of  Cavendifli, 
and  introduced  by  Mr.  Onflow.  The  fea- 
tures of  the  infant  are  a  proof  of  the  d.fcent, 
and  vindicate  the  noble  birth  from  the  bafe- 

nefs  of  the  adoption 1  willingly  accept  of 

a  farcafm  from  Colonel  Barrey  or  a  limile  from 
Mr.    Burke.      Even  the  filent  vote  of  A'Ir. 

Cakraft  is  worth  reckoning  in  a  divifion. 

What  though  he  riots  in  the  plunder  of  the 
••army,  and  has   only  determined  to  be  a  pa- 
triot, when  he  could  not  be  a  peer  ? Let 

vs  profit  by  the  affiftance  of  fuch  men,  while 
they  are  with  us,  and  place  them,,  if  it  be 
poffible,  in  the  poft  of  danger,  to  prevent  de- 
fertion.  The  wary  JVedderburn,  the  pom- 
pous Suffolk,  neveii  threw  away  the  fcabbard, 
nor  ever  went  upon  a  forlorn  hope.  They 
always  treated  the  King's  fervants  as  men, 
with  whom,  fome  time  or  other,  they  might 

poflibly   be   in  friendftiip. When   a   man 

who  ftands  forth  for  the  public,  has  gone 
that  length,  from  which  there  is  no  practica- 
ble retreat, when  he  has  given  that  kind  of 

•pcrfonal  offence,  which  a  pious  monarch  never 

pardons. 


pardons,  I  then  begin  to  think  him  in  earneft,, 
and  that  he  never  will  have  occallon  to  folicit 
the  forgivenefs  of  his  country. — But  inflances 
of  a  determination  fo  entire  and  unreferved 
are  rarely  met  with.  Let  us  take  mankind 
as  they  are..  Let  us  diiiribute  the  virtues  and. 
abilities  of  individuals,  according  to  the  offices 
they  aiFecSt,  and  when  they  quit  the  fervice,. 
let  us  endeavour  t-o  fupply  their  places  with 
better  men  than  we  have  loft.  In  this  coun- 
try,, there  are  alwa\s  candidates  enough  for 
popular  favour.  The  temple  oi  fame  is  the 
Ihorteft  paflage  to  riches  and  preferment. 

Above  all  things,  let  me  guard  my  coun- 
trymen againft  the  meannefs  and  folly  of  ac- 
cepting of  a  trifling  or  moderate  compenfation 
for  extraordinary  and  eflential  injuries.  Our 
enemies  treat  us,  as  the  cunning  trader  docs- 
the  unfkilful  Indian.  They  magnify,  their, 
"generofity,  when  they  give  us  baubfes,  of 
little  proportionate  value,  for  ivory  and  goW. 
The  famehoufe  of  commons,  who  robbed  the 
conftituent  body  of  their  right  of  free  ele(Siion, 
who  prefumed  to  make  a  law  under  pretence 
of  declaring  \t^  who  paid  our  good  king's  debts, 
without  once  enquiring  how  they  v/ere  in- 
curred J  who  gave  thanks  for  repeated  mur- 
ders committed  at  home,  and  for.  national  in- 
famy incurred  abroad;  who  fcrecned  Lord. 
Mansfthi-^  who    imprilbned   the    magiftrates 

L.e-  of. 
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of  the  metropolis,  for  aflerting  the  fubje£l's 
right  to  the  protedlion  of  the  laws  j  who  eraf- 
ecl  a  judicial  record,  and  ordered  all  proceed- 
jr>gs  in  a  criminal  fuit  to  be  fufpended ; 
this  very  houfe  of  commons  have  gracioufly 
confented,  that  their  own  members  may  be 
compelled  to  pay  their  debts,  and  that  conteft- 
ed  ele<Slions  (hall  for  the  future  be  determined 
with  fome  decent  regard  to  the  merits  of  the 
cafe.  The  event  of  the  fuit  is  of  no  confe- 
quencc  to  the  crown.  While  parliaments  zre 
feptennial,  the  purchafe  of  the  fitting  mem- 
ber or  of  the  petitioner  makes  but  the  differ- 
ence of  a  day. Conceffions,  fuch  as  thefe, 

are  of  little  moment  to  the  fum  of  things  ;  un- 
lefs  it  be  to  prove,  that  the  worft  of  men  are 
lenfible  of  the  injuries  they  have  done  us,  and 
perhaps  to  demonftrate  to  us  the  imminent 
ganger  of  our  fituation.  In  the  fhipwreck  of 
the  ftate,  trifles  float  and  are  preferved  ;  while 
every  thing  folid  and  valuable  ftnks  to  the  bot- 


tom,  and  is  loft  for  ever. 


JUNIUS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXV. 

TO    THE     PRINTER     OF     THE     PUBLIC    AD- 
VERTISER. 

SIR,  15  OSioher,  1771. 

I  A  M  convinced  that  yunius  is  incapable 
of  wilfully  mifreprefenting  any  man's 
opinion,  and  that  his  inclination  leads  him 
to  treat  Lord  Camden  with  particular  candour 
and  refpeit.  The  docSlrine  attributed  to  h-Jm 
by  Junius,  as  far  as  it  goes,  correfponds  with 
that  ftated  by  your  correfpondent  Scavola^ 
who  feems  to  make  a  diftintSHon  without  a 
difference.  Lord  Camden^  it  is  agreed,  did 
certainly  maintain  that,  in  the  recefs  of  par- 
liament, the  King,  (by  which  we  all  mean 
the  King  in  council^  or  the  executive  power) 
might  fufpend  the  operation  of  an  a<St  of  the 
legiflature  j  and  he  founded  his  dodlrine  up- 
on a  fuppofed  neceffity,  of  which  the  King, 
in  the  firji  injlance,  muft  be  judge.  The 
I^ords  and  comnmons  cannot  be  judges  of  it  in 
the  firft  inftance,  for  they  do  not  exift.— — — 
Thus  far  Jimiui, 


But, 
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But,  fays  Sca:voIa^  Lord  Qtmden  mz.Ac  par- 
Iwment^  and  not  the  King^  judges  of  the  ne- 

GcfTity. That  parliament  may  review  the 

ads  of  mjnifters  is  unqueftionable  ;  but  there 
is  a  wide  difference  between  faying  that  the 
Crown  has  a  legal  power,  and,  that  minifters 
may  a£l  ct  their  peril.  When  we  fay  an  a6t 
is  illegal^  wc  mean  that'  it  is  forbidden  by  a- 
joint  refolution  of  the  three  eftates.  How 
a  fubfequent  fefolution  of  two  of  thofe. 
branches  can  make  it  legal  ah  initio^  will  re- 
quire explanation.  If  it  could,  the  confe- 
quence  would  be  truly  dreadful,  efpecially  in 
thefe  times.  There  is  no  ail  of  arbitrary 
power,  which  the  King  might  not  attribute 
to  neceffity^  and  for  which  he  would  not  be 
fecure  of  obtaining  the  approbation  of  his 
proftituted  lords  and  commons.  If  Lord 
'Camden  admits  that  the  fubfequent  fancStion 
of  parliament  was  neceflary  to  make  the  pro- 
clamation legale  why  did  he  fo  obftinately 
oppofc  the  bill,  which  was  foon  after^  brought 
in,  for  indemnifying  all  thdfe  perfon?,  who 
had  adled  under  it  ? — If  that  bill  had  not 
been  paflcd,  I  am  ready  to  maintain,  in  dire<3: 
oontradi£lion  to  Lord-  Camden's  doctrine, 
(taken  as  Scavola  flates  it)  that  a  litigious 
exporter  of  corn,  who  had  fufFered  in  his 
property  in  confequence  of  the  proclamation,, 
might  have  laid  his  a£tion  againft  the  cuf- 
tom-houfe  ofHcers,  and  would .  infallibly  have 

reco-^ 
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recovered  damages.  No  jury  could  refute 
them  ;  and  if  I,  who  am  by  no  means  liti- 
gious, had  been  fo  injured,  I  would  affuredly 
have  inftituted  a  fuit  in  Weftminfter-hall,. 
on  purpofe  to  try  the  queftion  of  right.  I 
would  have  done  it  upon  a  principle  of  deft* 
ance  of  the  pretended  power  of  either  or  both 
houfes  to  make  declarations  inconfiftent  with 
law,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that,  with  an  a<St 
of  parliament  of  my  fide,  1  fhould  hav-e  been 
too  ftrong  for  them  all.  This  is  the  way,  in 
which  an  Engliftiman  fhould  fpeak  and  a(£^, 
and  not  fuffer  dangerous  precedents-,  to  be 
eftablifhed,  becaufe  the  circumftances  are  fa- 
vourable or  palliating. 

With  regard   to  Lord  Camdm^  the  truth 
is,  that  he  inadvertently  over-fhot  bimfelf,  as 
appears  plkiniy   by    that   unguarded   mention 
of    a   tyranyiy   of  forty  days^  which    I    myfelf 
heard.     Inftead  of  averting  that   the   procla- 
mation was  legale  he  fliould  have  faid,  "   My 
*  lords,  I  know  the  proclamation  was  tllegaly^ 
"  but   I  advifed  it   becaufe  it  was  indifpen- 
"  fably  neceffary  to  fave   the  kingdom  from. 
"  famine,  and  I  fubmit  myfelf  to- the  juflice: 
"  and  mercy  of  my  country." 

Such  language   as   this  would  have  been 
manly,  rational,  and  confiftent :    ■ "  not  unfit 

for 
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for  a  lawyer,  and  every  way  worthy  of  agreat 
man. 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 

P.  S.  If  Scavola  fhould  think  proper*  to 
write  again  npon  this  fubje<Sl,  I  beg  of  him 
to  give  me  a  direiSl  anfwer,  that  is,,  a.  plain 
affirmative  or  negative,  to  the  following  quef- 
tions : — In  the  interval  between  the  publifl:i- 
ing  fuch  a  proclamation  (or  order  of  coun- 
cil) as  that  in  queftion,  and  it's  receiving 
the  fanilion  of  the  two  houfes,  of  what  na- 
ture  is   it is   it-  legal  or  illegal  \   or  is  it 

neither  one  nor  the  other  ? 1  mean  to  be 

candid,  and  will  point  out  to  him  the  confe- 

quence  of  his  anfwer  either  way. If  it   be 

legal,  it  wants  no  farther  fandHon.  If  it  be 
illegal,  the  fubjedt  is  not  bound  to  obey  it, 
confequently  it  is  a  ufelefs,  nugatory  a6t, 
even  as  to  it's  declared  purpofe.  Before  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  the  whole  mi/chief, 
which  it  means  to  prevent,  will  have  beeu 
completed. 


LETTEii 
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LETTER    LXXVI. 

TO      Z  E  N  O. 

SIR,  17  O^oher,  1771. 

THE  fophiftry  of  your  letter  in  defence 
of  Lord  Mansfield  is  adapted  to  the 
character  you  defend.  But  Lord  Mansfield  is 
a  man  of  form^  and  feldoin  in  his  behaviour 
tranfgrefles  the  rules  of  decorum.  I  fhall  imi- 
tate his  lordftiip's  good  manners,  and  leave 
you  in  the  full  pofleiTion  of  his  principles.  I 
will  not  call  you  liar,  jefuit,  or  villain  ;  but, 
with  all  the  politenefs  imaginable,  perhaps 
I  may  prove  you  fo. 

Like  other  fair  pleaders  In  Lord  Manf- 
field's  fchool  of  juftice,  you  anfwer  "Junius 
by  mifquoting  his  words,  and  miftating  his 
propofitions.  If  I  am  candid  enough  to  ad- 
mit that  this  is  the  very  logic  taught  at  St. 
Omer's^  you  will  readily  allow  that  it  is  the 
conftant  pradlice  in  the  court  of  Kind's  Bench* 
Junius  does  not  fay ^  that  he  never  had  a 
doubt  about  the  ftrict  right  of  prcffing,  //// 
he  knew  Lord  Man  field  was  of  the  fame  opinion.. 
His  words  are,  until  he  heard  that  Lord  Manf- 

field 
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field  had  applauded  Lord  Chatham  fir  mamtain-^ 
taming  that  doSirine  in  the  houfe  of  lords.  It  was 
not  the  accidental  c<jncun-ence  of  Lord  Manf- 
iicld's  opirtion,  but  the  fufpicious  applaufe 
given  by  a  cunning  Scotchman  to  the  man  he 
oetefts,  that  railed  andjuftified  a  doubt  in  the 
mind  of  "Junius.  The  queflion  is  not,  whe- 
ther Lord  Mansfield  be  a  man  of  learning 
and  abilities  (which  yumns  has  never  difput- 
ed,}  but  whether  or  no  he  abufes  and  mifap- 
plits  liis  taknts.. 

yim/us  (Ud  not  fay  that  Lord  Mansfield  had 
advifed  the  calling  out  the  guards.  On  the 
contrary,  his  plain  meaning  is,  that  he  left 
that  odious  office  to  men  lefs  cunning  than 
himfelf. — Whether  Lord  Mansfield's  do6trine, 
concerning  libels  be  or  be  not  an  attack  upon 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs,  is  a,  queftion,  which, 
the  public  in  general  are  very  well  able  to  de- 
termine. T  fhall  not  enter  into  it  at  prefent. 
Nor  do  I  think  it  neceflary  to  fay  much  to  a 
man,  who  had  the  daring  confidence  to  hy 
to  a  jury,  **  Gentlemen,  you  are  to  bring  in 
"  a  verdi61:  guilty  or  not  guilty,  but  v/hcther 
"  the  defendant  be  guilty  or  innocent  is  not 
"  matter  for  your  confideration."  Cloath  it 
in  what  language  you  will,  this  is  the  fum- 
total  of  Lord  Mansfield's  do«5trine.  If  not^, 
let  Zen^  (hew  the  difference. 

But 
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But  it  feems,  the  Uheriy  of  the prefs  may  be 
ahufed^  and  the  abufe  of  a  valuable  privilege  is 
the  certain  jneans  to  lofe  it.  The  firjl  I  ad- 
mit,  but  let  the  abufe  be  fubmitted  to  a 

jury,  a  fufHcient  and  indeed  the  only  legal 
and  conftitutional  check  upon  the  licence  of 
the  prefs.  I'he  fecond  I  flatly  deny.  In  di- 
rect contradiction  to  Lord  Mansfield,  I  af- 
firm that  "  the  abufe  of  a  valuable  privilege 
"  ii  not  the  certain  means  to  lofe  it."  If  it 
Were,  the  Englifli  nation  would  have  few 
privileges  left,  for  where  is  the  privilege  that 
has  not,  at  one  time  or  other,  been  abufed  by 
individuals.  But  it  is  falfe  in  reafon  and 
equity,  that  particular  abufes  fhould  produce 
a  general  forfeiture.  Shall  the  community 
be  deprived  of  the  prote£lion  of  the  laws  be- 
caufe  there  are  robbers  and  murderers  ?— — — 
Shall  the  community  be  punifhed,  becaufe 
individuals  have  offended  ?  Lord  Mansfield 
fays  ioj  confiflently  enough  with  his  prin- 
ciples, but  I  wonder  to  find  him  fo  explicit. 
Yet,  for  one  conceffion,  however  extorted, 
I  confefs  myfelf  obliged  to  him. — The  liberty 
of  the  prefs  is  after  all  a  valuable  privilege.  I 
agree  witii  him  qiofl  heartily,  and  will  defend 
it  againfl  him. 

You  afk  me,  Wh^it  juryman  was  challenged 

by  Lord  jytansfield  ? 1  tell  you,  his  name 

\i;as  Bf^fon.      When   his   name  was  called. 

Lord 
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I/ord  Mansfield  ordered  the  clerk  to  pafs  hitn 
by.  As  for  his  rcafons,  you  may  afic  him- 
felf,  for  he  affigned  none.  But  I  can  tell 
you  what  all  men  thought  of  it.  This  Bcn~ 
Jon  had  been  refraiflory  upon  a  former  jury, 
and  would  not  accept  of  the  law  as  delivered 
by  Lord  Mansfield  ;  but  had   the  impudence 

to  pretend  to  think  for  himfelf. «But  you 

it  feems,  honeft  Zeno,  know  nothing  of  the- 
matter  I  You  never  read  yunius's  letter  to 
your  patron  !  You  never  heard  of  the  intend- 
ed inftruclions  from  the  city  to  impeach  Lord 
Mansfield  ! — You  never  heard  by  what  dex- 
terity of  Mr.  Fatter/on  that  meafure  was  pre- 
vented !  How  wonderfully  ill  fome  people  are 
informed  ! 

yunius  did  never  affirm  that  the  crime,  of 
reducing  the  wife  of  a  mechanic  or  a  peer,  is 
not  the  fame,  taken  in  a  moral  or  religious 
view.  What  he  affirmed  in  contradiftion  to 
the  levelling  principle  fo  lately  adopted  by 
Lord  Mansfield  was,  that  the  damages  Jhould 
be  proportioned  to  t/>e  rank  ami  fortune  of  the 
parties  \  and  for  this  plain  reafon ;  (admit- 
ted by  every  other  judge  that  ever  fat  la 
Weftminfler  Hall)  becaufe,  what  is  a  com- 
penfatjon  or  penalty  to  one  man  is  none  to 
another..  The  fophiftical  diftin6lion  you  at- 
tempt to  draw  between-  the  perfon  injured^ 
and  the  ^^rhn  injuriftgj  1$  Mamjield.  all  ovefv 

If 
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ir  yOTi  can  once  eftabliHi  the  propofition  that 
the  injured  party  is  not  entitled  to  receive  large 
damages,  it  follows  pretty  piainly  that  the 
party  injuring  fliould  not  be  compelled  to  pay 
them  ;  confequently  the  King's  brother  is 
effcdl:uaHy  fcrasned  by  LorJ  Mansfield^s  doc- 
trine. Your  reference  to  IsFathan  and  David 
come  naturally  in  aid  of  your  patron's  pro- 
felled  fj'ftem  of  jurifprudence.  He  is  fond  of 
iritroducing  into  the  court  cf  King's  Bench  any 
law  that  contradivfls  or  excludes  the  common 
law  of  England  ;  whether  it  be  cannon^  civil, 
jus  gentium^  or  ievitical.  But,  Sir,  the,  Bible 
is  the  code  of  our  religious  faith,  not  of  our 
.muiiicipal  jurifprudence;  and  though  it  was 
the  plcafure  of  God  to  inflift  a  particular 
punifliment  upon  David's  crime  (taken  as  a 
breach  of  his  divine  commands)  and  to  fend 
h'\s  .prophet  to  denounce  it,  an  Engliih  jury 
Jiave  nothing  to  do  either  with  D.ivid  or  the 
prophet.  I'hey  confider  the  crime,  only  as 
jt  is  a  breach  of  order,  an  injury  to  an  indi- 
vidual, and  an  offence  to  fociety,  and  they 
judge  of  it  by  certain  pofitive  rules  of  law,  or 
by  the  pra6iice  of  their  anceftors.  Upon  the 
whole,  the  man,  after  God's  own  heart,  is 
much  indebted  to  you  for  comparing  him  to 
the  Duke  of  Cumberland.  That  his  Royal 
Highnefs  may  be  the  man  after  Lord  Manf- 
field's  ov/n  heart  feems  much  more  probable, 
and  you  I  think  Mr,  Zeno,  might  fucceed  to- 
lerably 
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lerably  well  in  the  charadler  of  Nathan,  The 
evil  deity,  the  prophet,  and  the  royal  finner 
would  be  very  proper  company  for  one  ano- 
ther. ; 

» 

You  fay  Lord  Mansfield  did  not  make  the 
commiflioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  that  he 
only  advifed  the  King  to  appoint,  I  believe 
'Junius  meant  no  more,  and  the  diftin6tion  is 
hardly  worth  difputing. 

You  fay  he  did  not  deliver  an  opinion  upon 

Lord  Chatham's  appeal. 1  affirm  that  he 

did^  diredly  in  favour  of  the  appeal.  This 
is  a  point  of  hdi  to  be  determined  by  evi- 
dence only.  But  you  affign  no  reafon  for  his 
fuppofed  filence,  nor  for  his  defiring  a  confe- 
rence with  the  judges  the  day  before.  Was 
not  all  Weftminfter  Hall  convinced  that  he 
,did  it  with  a  view  to  puzzle  them  with  fome 
perplexing  queftion,  and  in  hopes  of  bring- 
ing fome  of  them  over  to  him  ? You  fay 

the  commiflioners  were  very  capable  of  f rain- 
ing' a  decree  for  the?nfelves.  By  the  fac^t,  it 
only  appears,  that  they  were  capable  of  fram- 
ing an  illegal  one,  which,  I  apprehend,  is  not 
much  to  the  credit  either  of  tlieir  learning  or 
integrity. 

We  are  both  agreed  that  Lord  Mansfield 
has  inceflkntly  laboured    to   introduce     new 

modes 
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inodes  of  proceeding  in  the  court   where  he 
prefides  j  but  you  attribute  it  to  an  honeft  zeal 
in  behalf  of  innocence  opprefled   by  quibble 
and  chicane.       I   fay  that  he  has  introduced 
nnu    law  too,  and    removed   the    landmarks 
cflablifhed  by  former  decifions.      I  (ay  that 
his  view  is  to  change  a  court  .of  common  lav/ 
into    a  court    of  equity,  and    to  bring  every 
thing  within  the    orbit rium   of    a  prcctorian 
court.     The  public  muft  determine  between 
us.     But  now  for  his  7nerlts.     i^/r/?  then,  the 
eftabliflimeiit  of  the  judges    in    their    jilaces 
for   life,  (which  you    tell  us  was  advifed  by 
Lord  Mansfield)  was  a  conceffion  merely  to 
catch  the  people.     It  bore  the  appearance  of 
a  royal  bounty,   but  had   nothing   real  in  it. 
The  judges   were    already  for  life,  excepting 
in  the  cafe  of   a  de7nlfc.      Your  boafled  bill 
only  provides  that  it   fliall    not    be    in     the 
power    of    the   King's   fuccclTor    to  remove 
them.     At    the   beft   therefore,   it  is    only  a 
legacy,  not  a  gift  on  the  part  of  his  prefent 
Majefty,  fmce  for  himfeli^   he  gives  up   no- 
thing. '        That  he   did    oppofe  Lord  Camden 
and  Lord  Northington  upon  the  proclamation 
againft  the  exportation  of  corn,  is  moft  true^ 
and    with   great  ability*.      With  his  talents, 

*  His  fpeech  on  (his  occafion  was  printed  j  it  run 
through  many  editions  in  a  few  weeks ;  it  is  entitled, 
**  A  fpeech  againit  the  fufpending  and  dilpcnfmg  pre- 
•♦  rogative,'" 

and 
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and  taking  the  right  fide  of  fo  clear  a  quef- 

tion,  it  was  impoflible  to  fpeak  ill. His 

motives  are  not  fo  eafily  penetrated.  They 
who  ar,e  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  poli- 
tics, at  that  period,  will  judge  of  thena 
fomewhat  differently  from  Zeno.  Of  the 
popular  bills,  which  you  fay  he  fupported  in 
the  houfe  of  lords,  the  moft  material  is  un- 
queftionably  that  of  Mr.  Grenv'ille  for  de- 
ciding contefted  elections.  But  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  upon  what  poifible  pretence 
any  member  of  the  upper  houfe  could  op- 
pofe  fuch  a  bill,  after  it  had  pafled  the    houfe 

of  commons  ? 1    do    not  pretend  to  know 

what  fhare  he  had  in  promoting  the  other 
two  bills,  but  1  am  ready  to  give  him  all  the 
credit  you  defire.  Still  you  will  find  tha't  a 
whole  life  of  deliberate  iniquity  is  ill  atoned 
for  by  doing  now  and  then  a  laudable  action 
upon  a  mixed  or  doubtful  principle. — If  it  be 
unworthy  of  him,  thus  ungratefully  treated, 
to  labour  any  longer  for  the  public,  in  God's 
name  let  him  retire.  His  brother's  patron, 
(whofe  health  he  once  was  anxious  for)  is 
dead,  but  the  fon  of  that  unfortunate  prince 
furvives,  and,  I  dare  fay,  will  be  ready  to 
receive  him. 

PHILO  JUNIUS. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXVL 

TO    AN    ADVOCATE    IN   THE,  CAUSE   OF  THE 
PEOPLE. 

SIR,  18  Caoberyi'jji. 

YO  U  do  not  treat  Junius  fairly.  You 
would  not  have  condemned  him  To 
haftily,  if  you  had  ever  read  Judge  Forjler's  ar- 
gument upon  the  legality  of  prefling  feamen. 
A  man  who  has  not  read  that  argument,  is 
not  qualified  to  fpeak  accurately  upon  the 
fubjc(5l.  In  anfwer  to  ftrong  fafts  and  fair 
reafoning,  you  produce  nothing  but  a  vague 
comparifon  between  two  things,  which  have 
little  or  no  refemblance  to  each  other.  Ge- 
neral Warrants^  it  is  true,  had  been  often  if- 
fued,  but  they  had  never  been  regularly  quef- 
tioned  or  refilled,  until  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Wilkes. 
He  brought  them  to  trial,  and  the  moment 
they  were  tried,  they  were  declared  illegal. 
This  is  not  the  cafe  of  Prefs  Warrants.  They 
have  been  complained  of,  queftioned,  and  re-i 
fifted  in  a  thoufand  inftances  ;  but  flill  the 
legiflature  has  never  interpofed,  nor  has 
there  ever  been  a  formal  decifion  againfi:  them 
in  any  of  the  fuperior  courts.  On  the  con- 
VoL.  II.  M  trary, 
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trary,  they  have  been  frequently  recognized 
and  admitted  by  parHament,  and  there  are 
judicial  opinions  given  in  their  favour,  by 
judges  of  the  firft  charadler.  Under  the  va- 
rious circumftances,  ftated  by  fimiusj  he  has 
a  ri^ht  to  conclude, /J^r  himfelfy  that  there  is 
no  remedy.  If  you  have  a  good  one  to  pro- 
pofe,  you  may  depend  upon  the  ailiftance  and 
applaufe  of  Junius.  The  magiftrate,  who 
guards  the  liberty  of  the  individual,  deferves 
to  be  commended.  But  let  him  remember 
that  it  isalfo  his  duty  to  provide  for,  or  at 
leaft  not  to  hazard  the  fafety  of  the  commu- 
nity. If,  in  the  cafe  of  a  foreign  war  and  the 
expeftation  of  an  invafion,  you  would  rather 
keep  your  fleet  in  harbou)-,  than  man  it  by 
prelfing  feamen,  who  r.-rufe  the  bounty,  I 
have  done. 

You  talk  of  difbanding  the  army  with  won- 
derful eafe  and  indifference.  If  a  wifer  man 
held  fuch  language,  I  fliould  be  apt  to  fufpedl 
his  fmcerity. 

As  for  keeping  up  a  much  greater  number 
of  feamen  in  time  of  peace,  it  is  not  to  be 
done.  You  will  opprefs  the  merchant,  you 
will  diftrefs  trade,  and  deflroy  the  nurfery  of 
your  feamen.  He  muft  be  a  miferable  flatcf- 
man,  who   voluntarily,   by  the  fame  aft  in- 

crcafes 
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OTjafes  the    public   expence,    and  leflens   the 
means  of  fupporting  it. 

PHILO    JUNIUS. 
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22  OJfober^  177 r* 

A  FRIEND  of  Junius  defires  it  may  be 
obferved,  (in  anfwer   to    J    Barrijhr 
at  Laiv) 

iji.  That  the  fad  of  Lord  Alansfield's 
having  ordered  a  juryman  to  be  pafled  by 
(which  poor  Zeno  never  heard  of)  is  now  for- 
mally admitted.  When  Mr.  BenfbrCs  name 
was  called,  Lord  Mansfield  was  obferved  to 
flufti  in  the  face  (a  fignal  of  guilt  not  uncom- 
mon with  him)  and  cried  out,  Pafs  him  by. 
This  I  take  to  be  fomething  more  than  a  pe- 
|x:remptory  challenge.  It  is  an  unlawful  com- 
mandy  without  any  reafon  affigned.  That 
the  council  did  not  refill:,  is  true  ;  but  this 
might  happen  either  from  inadvertence,  qr 
a  criminal  complaifance  to  Lord  Mansfield. — 
You  Barrijhr s  are  too  apt  to  be  civil  to  my 
M  2  Lord 
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Lord  Chief  Juftice,  at  the  expence  of  your 
clients. 

2d.  Junius  did  nevtr  fay  that  Lord  Manf- 
field  h:id  dejlroycd  the  liberty  of  the  prefs. 
^'  That  his  lordfhip  has  laboured  to  de/iroy^ — 
"  that  his  doclrine  is  an  attack  upon  the  li- 
"  berty  of  the  prefs, — that  it  is  an  invafion  of 
"  the  right  of  juries,"'  are  the  propofitions 
maintained  by  Junius.  His  opponents  never 
anfwer  him  in  point,  for  they  never  meet  him 
fairly  upon  his  own  ground. 

3(/.  Lord  Mansfield's  policy,  in  endeavour- 
ing to  fcrcen  his  unconftitutional  docSlrines 
behind  an  a£t  of  the  legiflaturc,  is  eafdy  un- 
derftood. — Let  every  Engliihman  ftand  upon 

his  guard  ; the  right  of  juries  to  return  a 

general  verdi6l,  in  all  cafes  whatfoever,  is  a 
part  of  our  conftitution.  It  (lands  in  no  need 
of  a  bill,  either  enabling  or  declaratory^  to  con- 
firm it. 

i 

A^th.  With  regard  to  the  Grofivemr  caufe^ 
it  is  pleafant  to  obferve  that  the  doctrine  at- 
tributed by  Junius  to  Lord  Mansfield,  is  ad- 
mitted by  Zeno,  and  diredlly  defended.  The 
Barr'i/ier  has  not  the  afl'urance  to  deny  it 
flatly,  but  he  evades  the  charge  and  foftens 
the    do5lrine    by    fuch    poor,     contemptible 

quib- 
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quibbleSj  as  cannot  impofc  upon  the  mcaiieft 
underftanding. 

^ih.  The  quantity  of  hufmcCs  in  the  geurt 
of  King's  Bench  proves  nothing  but  the  liti- 
gious i'pirit  of  the  people,  ariiing  from  the 
great  increafe  of  wealth  and  commerce*  Thefe 
however  arc  now  upon  the  decline,  and  will 
foon  leave  nothing  but  laiv  fuits  behind  them. 
When  Junius  affirms  that  Lord  Mansfiekl 
has  laboured  to  alter  the  fyflem  of  jurifpru- 
dence,  in  the  court  where  his  brdfhip  pre- 
fides,  he  fpeaics  to  thofc,  v/no  are  able  to-  look 
a  little  farther  than  the  vulgar.  Bcfides  that 
the  multitude  are  eafily  deceived  by  the  im- 
pofmg  names  of  eqiiity^n^fubjiantialjujlice^  i-t 
does  not  follow  that  a  judge,  who  introduces 
into  his  court  new  modes  of  proceeding,  and 
new  principles  of  law,  intends  in  every  inflance 
to  decide  unjuftly.      Why  (hould  he,  where 

he  has   no  intereft  ? We  fay  that  Lord 

Mansfield  is  a  bad  ma7i^  and  a  worfe  judge  \ — 
but  we  do  not  fay  that  he  is  a  7nere  devil.  Our 
adverfarles  would  fain  reduce  u«  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  proving  too  much.. This  artifice 

however  fliall  not  avail  him.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  is  plainly  this.  When  Lord  Manf- 
peld  has  fucceeded  in  his  fchem.e  of  changing 
a  court  of  cormnon  laxv  to  a  court  of  equity^  he 
will  have  it  in,  his  power  to  do  injuftice, 
%fjkemver  he  thinks  proper.  This,  though  a 
M  3.  wicked. 
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wicked  purpofe,   is  neithcF  abfurd   nor  unat- 
tainable. 

bth.  The  laft  paragraph,  relative  to  Lord 
Chatham's  caufe,  cannot-  be  anrwered.  It  partly 
refers  to  fa<£ls,  of  too  feeret  a  nature  to  be  af- 
certainedj  and  partly  is  unintel-igible.  *'  Upon 
"  o?7e  point,  the  caufe  is  decided  againft  Lord 

"  -Chatham. ^Upon  another  point,  it-  is  de- 

"  cided  for  him." Both  the  law  and  the 

language  are  well  fuited  to  a  Barrijhr  ! If 

1  have  any  guefs  at  this  honeft  gentleman's 
meanljig,  it  is,  that,  "  whereas  the  com- 
"  miflioners  of  the  Great  Seal  faw  the  quef- 
"  tion  in  a  point  of  view  unfavourable  to 
**  Lord  Chatham^  and  decreed  accordingly,— 
"  Lord  Mansfield,  out  of  fheer  love  and  kind- 
"  nefs  to  Lord  Chatham,  took  the  pains  to 
"  place  it  in  a  point  of  view  more  favourable 

"  to  the  appellant." Credatjudaus  Jpella. 

So  curious  an  aiTertion  would  ftagger  the 

faith  of  Mr,  Sy/va. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXIX. 


2  Mi'Vembcr,  1771, 

WE  are  defired  to  make  the  following 
declaration,  iii  behalf  of  yuniw:^  up- 
on three  material  points,  on  which  his  opi- 
nion has  been  miftaken,  or  mifreprefcnted. 

zji.  y/zw/wjconfiders  the  right  of  taxing  the 
colonics,  by  an  a£l  of  the  Britifh  legiflature, 
as  a  fpeculative  right  merely,  never  to  be  ex^ 
ertcdy  nor  ever  to  be  renounced.  To  ^^/j  judg- 
ment it  appears  plain,  "  That  the  genei-al 
**  reafonings,  which  were  employed  againfl 
"  that  power,,  went  dire^Wy  to  our  whole  le- 
"  giflative  right,  and  that  one  part  of  it  could 
"  not  be  yielded  to  fuch  arguments,  without 
"  a  virtual  furrender  of  all  the  rcfl." 

id..  That  with  regard  to  prefs-warrsnt"?, 
his   argument  fiiould    be    taken    in   his   ovtn 

words,  and  anfwered    flridlly  ; that  com- 

parifons  may  fometimes  illuftrate,  but  prove 
nothing  ;  and  that,  in  this  cafe,  an  appeal  to 
the  pafTions  is  unfair  and  unnccelTary.  Ju- 
nius feels  and  acknowledges  the  evil  in  th's 
moil  exprefs  terms,  and  will  fhew  bimfelf 
M  4  ready 
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ready  to  concur  in  any  rational  plan,  that 
may  provide  for  the  liberty  of  the  individual, 
without  hazarding  the  fafety  of  the  commu- 
nity. At  the  fame  time,  he  experts  that  tfie 
evil,  fuch  as  it  is,  be  not  exaggerated  or  mif- 
reprefented.  In  general,  it  is  7iot  unjuft  that^ 
v/hen  the  rich  man  contributes  his  wealth, 
the  poor  man  fhould  ferve  the  ftate  in  perfon  j 

otherwife  the  latter  contributes  nothing 

to  the  defence  of  that  law  and  conftitution, 
from  y/hich  he  demands  hkty  and  protec- 
tion. But  the  queftion  does  not  lie  between 
rich  anil  poor,  I'he  lawt;  of  England  make 
no  fuch  diftindions. '  Neither  is  it  true  that 
the  poor  man  is  torn  from  the  care  and  fup- 
port  of  a  wiffe  and  family,  helplefs  without 
him.  The  fingle  queftion  is,  whether  the 
'  feamen*^  in  times  of  public  danger,  fhall  ferve 
the  merchant  or  the  ftate,  in  that  profeffion 
to  which  he  was  bred,,  and  by  the  exerdfe  of 
which  alone   he  can  honeftly  fupport  himfelf 

and  his  family. General  arguments  againft 

the  do<Strine  of  necejfity^  and  the  dangerous- 
ufe  that  may  be  made  o£  it,  are  of  no  weight 
in  this  particular  cafe.  Necejfity  includes  the 
idea  of  inevitable.  Whenever  it  is  fo,  it 
creates  a  law,  to  which  all  pofitive  laws,  and 

•  I  CONFINE  myfelf  ftrliSlly  to  Jeamen\ — if  any  o- 
theis  are  preffed,  it  is  a  grofs  abufe,  which  the  magif- 
trate  can  and  fiiould  correft, 

^1 


all  pofitlve  rights  muft  give  way.  In  this 
fenfe  the  levy  of  JJnp-money  by  the  King's; 
warrant  v/as  not  ncceffary^  becaufe  the  bufinefs 
might  have  been  as  well  or  better  done  by 
parliament.  If  the  dodlrine,  maintained'  by 
yun'ius,  be  confined  within  this  limitation,  it 
will  go  but  very  little  way  in  fupport  of  ar- 
bitrary power.  That  the  King  is  to  judge  of 
the  occafion,  is  no  objei51:ion>  unlefs  we  ara 
told  how  it  can  pofHbly  be  otherwife^  There 
are  other  inftances,  not  lefs  important  in  the 
exercife,.  nor  lefs  dangerous  in  the  abufe,  in 
which  the  conftitution  relies  entirely  upon-. 
the.  King's  judgment.  The  executive  power 
proclaims  war  and  peace,  binds  the  nation  by 
treaties,  orders  general  embargoes,  and  inii- 
pofes  quarantines^  not  to  mention  a  multi- 
tude of  prerogative  writs,  which,  though' 
liable  to  the  grcatcfir  abufes,  were  never  diC-- 
puted. 

3//.  It  has  been  urged,  as  a  reproach  to- 
Jufuus^  that  he  has  not  delivered  an  opinion 
upon  the  Game-  Laws,  and  particularly  the- 
liite  dog-aSI.  But  yiinius  thinks  he  has  much; 
greater  r.eafon  to-  complain,,  that  he  is  never 
aflifted  by  thofe,.  who  are  able  to  affift  him^ 
and  that  almoft  the  whole  labour  of  the  prefs 
is  thrown  upon  a  fingle  hand,  from  which  a- 
dlfcuflion  of  every  public  queflrioa  whatfoever 
is  umcafonably  expeded.  He  is  not  paid  for 
M  5  his- 
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his  labour,  and  certainly  has  a  right  to  choof^ 
^is  emp]oy;iient. — As  ta  the  Game  LawSy  he 
never    fcruplcd   to  declare  his    opinion,  that 
they  are  a  fpecies  of  the  Foreji  Laws,  that 
they  are   oppreflive   to  the  fiibje6l,  and  that 
the  fpirit  of  them  is  incompatible  with  legal 
liberty  : — that  the  penalties,  impoied  by  thefe; 
laws,   bear  no  proportion  to  the  nature  of  the 
offence  5   that  the  mode  of  trial  and  the  degree 
and  kind    of   evidence   ncceilhry   to  convi6lj^ 
not  only  deprive  the  fubjedl  of  all  the  benefits 
of  a   trial  by  jury,  but  are  in  themfclves  too 
fummary,,  and  to  the  laft  degree  arbitrary  and 
oppreflive.     That,  in  particular,  tlic  late  acts 
to  prevent  dog-ftealing,  or  killing  game   bc- 
tv^^een  fun  and  fun,,  are  diflinguifhed  by  their 
abfurdity,  extravagance,  and   pernicious   ten- 
dency.    If  thefe  terms  are  v^'eak,  or  ambigu-. 
ous,  in  v/hat  language  can  Junius  exprefs  him- 
felf  ? — It  is  no  excufe  for  Lord  Mansfield  to  fay 
that  he  happened  to  be  abfent.when  thefe  bills 
paffed  the  houfe  of  lords.     It  was  his  duty  to 
be  prefent.     Such  bills  could  never  have  pafled 
the  hov/e  of  commons  without  his  knowdedge. 
But  we  veny  w^.ell  know  by  what  rule  he  rcr 
gulates  his  attendance..     When  that  order  was 
made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  in  the  cafe  of  Lord, 
Pornfret^   at  which  every   Englilhman    ftiud- 
ders,  my  honeft  Lord  Mansfield  found  himfelf, 
by  mere  accident^  in  the  court  of  King's  Bench- 
—Other wife,    he  would   have  done-  wonders 

in 
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in  defence  of  law  and  property  !  The  pitiful 
evafion  is  adapted  to  the  charailer.  But  Ju- 
fiius  will  never  juftify  himfelf,  by  the  exam- 
ple of  this  bad  man.  The  diftindbion  be- 
tween doing  wrongs  and  avoiding  to  do  rights 
belongs  to  Lord  Mansfield.  Junius  difclaims 
it. 


LETTER    LXXX. 

TO    LORD    CHIEF    JUSTICE    MANSFIELD. 

tNovemher^  ^77^* 

AT  the  intercefllon  of  three  of  your  coun- 
trymen, you  have  bailed  a  man,  who, 
I  prcfuirv?,  is  alfo  a  ScotcLfna);  *,  and  whom 
the  Lovd  Mayor  of  London  had  rcfui1-d  to 
bail.  I  do  not  mean  to  enter  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  partial,  finiftcr  motives  of  your 
condu(5l ;  but  confining  myfelf  flrictly  to  the 
fav^,  1  affirm,  that  you  have  done  that,  which 
by  law  you  were  not  warranted  to  do.  I^Jie 
taicf  was  taken  in  the.  tbcfti — —the,  ftokn  . 

*  JOfiN  EvuE  was  an  Englifliman,.  and  a  man  of 
vcryconfi  lerable  fortune.  He  wasdete61edft?aHng  fome 
CjVurer.  of  paperin  Guildhall,  and  the  (loi-cn  goods  wae 
Uken  I'pon  him.     Hewas  tried  and  baiu&cd. 


M6.  g<3ods 
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goods  were  found  upon  him,  and  he  made 
no  defence.  In  thefe  circumftances,  (the 
truth  of  which  You  dare  not  deny,  becaufe 
it  is  of  public  notoriety)  it  could  not  ftand 
indifferent  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not,, 
much  lefs  could  there  be  any  prefumption  of 
his  innocence ;  and,  in  thefe  circumftances, 
I  affirm  in  contradi(£tion  to  YOU,  Lord 
Chief  Justice  Mansfield,  that,  by 
the  laws  of  England,  he  was  yiot  bailable.  If 
ever  Mr.  Eyre  fhould  be  brought  to  trial,, 
we  fhaU  hear  what  You  have  to  fay  for 
Yourfelf ;  and  I  pledge  myfelf  before  God 
and  my  country,  in  proper  time  and  place  to 
make  good  my  charge  againft  you. 

JUNIUS. 


LETTER    LXXXL 

,T0     THE     PRINTER     OF.     THE     PUBLIC     An- 
VERTISER. 

9  November^  i??!* 

JUNIUS  engages  to  make  good  his 
charge  againft  Lord  Chief  yujlice  Mansfield 
fome  time  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
in  order  that  the  houfe  of  commons  may,  if 
they  think  proper,  make  it  one  article  in  thq 
impeachment  of  the  faid  Lord  Chief  yuji ice. 

LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXXir. 

TO  HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  GRAFTON^ 


2J  NbvemBer,  i']']i, 

WHAT  is  the  reafon,  my  Lord,  that^ 
when  almoft  every  man  in  the  king- 
dom,   without   diftinftion    of    principles     or 
party,   exults   in  the  ridiculous  defeat  of  Sir 
James   Lowther,    when   good   and   bad   men 
unite  in  one  common   opinion  of  that  baro- 
net,  and   triumph    in   his   dift'refs,   as    if  the 
event  (without  any  reference  to  vice  or  vir- 
tue)    were     interefting     to     human    nature, 
your  Grace  alone  fhould  appear  fo  miferably 
deprefled    and    affli^ed  ?     In    fuch   univerfal 
joy,  I  know  not  where  you  will  look  for  a 
compliment  of  condolence,     uiilefs   yoir  ap- 
peal  to    the  tender,  fympathetic   forrows    of 
Mr.   Bradfliaw.     That  cream-coloured  gen- 
tleman's  tears,    afFeftijig   as  they  are,    carry 
confolation    along    with    them..      He     never 
weeps,  but,  like    an   April   fhower,.    with   a 
lambent   ray    of  funfhine    upoa  his    counte- 
nance.      From   the  feelings    of  honeft   men, 
upon  this  joyful  occafion,  I  do  not  mean  to 
draw  any  conclufion  to  your  Grace.     TIrey 

natu- 
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naturally  rejoice,  when  they  fee  a  fignal  in- 
ftance  of  tyranny  refiftcd  with  fuccefs  j — of 
treachery  expofed  to  the  derifion  of  the 
world ; — an  infamous  informer  defeated,  and 
3a  impudent  robber  dragged,  to  the  puWic 
gibbet.  But,  in  the  other  clafs  of  mankind, 
I  own  I  expe(5led  to  meet  the  Duke  of  (Jraf- 
ton.  Men,  who  have  no  regard  for  juftice, 
nor  any  fenfe  of  honour,  feem  as  heartily 
pleafed  with  Sir  James  Lowther's  welj  de- 
ierved  punifliment,  as  if  it  did  nat  conftitute 
an  example  againft  themfelves.  The  unhap- 
py Bai-onet  has  no  friends,,,  even  among  thole 
who  refemble  him.  You,  my  Lord,  are  not 
reduced  to  fo  deplorable  a  ftate  of  derelidtion. 
Every  villain  in  the  kingdom  is  your  friend ; 
and,  in  compliment  to  fuch  amity,  I  think 
you  flio.uld.  fufFcr  your  difmal  countenance  to 
clear  up-  Ikfides,  my  Lord ;— I  am  a  little 
anxious  ^QV  the  confiftcncy  of  yo^ir  charailer. 
You  violate  your  own  rules  of  decoriun,  when 
you  do  not  infult  the  man,  whom  you  have 
betrayed. 

TfFE  divine  juilice-  of  retribution  feems 
now  to  have  begun  its  progrcfs.  Deliberate 
treachery  entails  punifnment  upon  the  trai- 
tor. There  is  no  poflibility  of  cfcaping  it, 
even  in  the  higheft  rank,  to  which  the  co^r- 
fcnt  of  fociety  can  exalt  the  meaneil:  and 
vorft  of  men.     The  forced,  unnatural  ujfion 

of; 
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of  Luttrcll  and  Middlefex,.  wsis  an  omen  of 
another  unnatural  union,  by  which  inde.- 
feafible  infamy,  is  attached  to  the  houfe  of 
Brunfwick.  If  one  of  thofe  a6ts  was  virtuous 
and  honourable,  the  beft  of  princes,.  I  thank 
God,  is  happily  rewarded  for  it  by  the  other. 

Your  Grace,  zV  has.  been /aid,  had  fome 

jfhare  in  recommending  Colonel  Luttrell  to 
the  King  ; — or  was  it  only  the  gentle  Brad- 
fliaw,  who  made  himfelf  anfwerable  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  his  friend  ?  An  intimate 
connexion  has  long  fubfifted  between  him 
and  the  worthy  Lord  Irnham.  It  arofe  from 
a  fortunate  fimilarity  of  principles,  cemented 
by  the  conftant  mediation  of  their,  common 
friend  Mifs  Davis. 

Yet 

There  is  a  certain  fimily  in  this  country,  on 
which  nature  feems  to  have  entailed  an  hereditary  bafe- 
nefs  of  difpofition.  As  far  as  their  hiftory  has  been 
known,  the  fon  has  regularly  improved  iip«n  the  vices 
of  his  father,  and  has  taken  care  to  trar.fmit  them  pure 
and  undiminifhed  into  the  bofom  of  his  fucceflbr.  In 
the  fcnate,  their  abilities  have  confined  them  to  thofe 
humble,  fordid  fervicea,  in  which  the  fcavengers  of  the 
miniftry  are  ufually  employed.  But  in  the  memoirs  of 
private  treachery,  they  ftand  firft  and  unrivalled.  The 
following  ftory  will  ferve  to  illuftrate  the  charafler  of 
thisrefpeftable  family,  and  to  convince  the  world  that  the 
prefent  poffeffor  has  as  clear  a  title  to  the  infamy  of  his 
ancellors,  as  he  has  to  their  cftatc.  It  deferves  to  be  re- 
folded for  tiie  curiofity  of  the  ii&,  and  (hould  be  given 

to 
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Yet  I   confefs  I  fhould  be  forry  that  the 
opprobrious    infamy    of    this    match    ftiould 

reach  beyond  the  family. ^We  have  now  a 

better  reafon  than  ever  to  pray  for  the  long 
life  of  the  beft  of  prince?,   and  the  welfare  of 

his  royal  ijfue. 1  will  not  mix  any  thing. 

ominous  with  my  prayers ; — but  let  parlia- 
ment look  to  it. A    Liittrell  fhall  never 

fucceed.  to  the  crown  of  England. ^ ^If  the. 

hereditary  virtues  of  the  family  deferve  a 
kingdom,  Scotland  will  be  a  proper  retreat 
for  them^ 

to  the  public,  as  a  warning  to  every  honeft  member  of 
fociety.  The  prefcnt  lord,  who  is  now  in  the  decline  of 
life,  lately  cultivated  the  acquaintance  of  a  yoiinger'bro- 
ther  of  a  family,  with  which  he  had  lived  in  fome  degree 
of  intimacy  and  friendfhip.  The  young  man  had  long 
been  the  dupe  of  anioft  unhappy  attachment  to  a  com- 
mon proftitute.  Kis  friends  and  relations  forefaw  the 
confequences  of  this  connexion,  and  did  every  thing  that 
depended  upon  them  to  fave  him  from  ruin.  But  he 
had  a  friend  in  his  lordfh'p,  whofe  advice  rendered  all 
their  endeavours  ineffe6lual.  This  hoary  letcher,  not 
contented  with  the  enjoyment  of  his  friend's  milhefs,' 
was  bafe  enough  to  take  advantage  of  ihe  paffions  and- 
folly  of  a  young  man,  and  perluaded  him  to  many  her. 
Hedefccnded  even  to  peiform  the  office  of  father  to  the 
prolliuite.  He  gave  her  to  his  friend,  who  was  on  the 
point  of  leaving  the  kingdom,  and  the  next  night  lays 
with  het  hitnfelf.  Whether  the  depravity  of  the  human 
heart  can  produce  any  thing  more  bafe  and  deteftable 
than  this  faft,  muft  be  left  undetermined,  until  the  fon 
ftiall  arrive  at  the  father's  age  and  experience. 

The: 
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The  next  is  a  moft  remarkable  inftance- 
of  the  goodnefs  of  providence.  Thejuftlaw 
of  retaliation  has  at  laft  overtaken  the  little, 
contemptible  tyrant  of  the  North.  To  this 
fon-in-lavv  of  your  dearefl:  friend  the^  Earl  of 
Bute,  you  meant  to  transfer  the  Duke  of 
Portland's  property ;  and  you  haftened'  the- 
grant,  w^ith  an  expedition  unknown  to  the 
Treafury,  that  he  might  have  it  time  enough 
to  give  a  decifive  turn  to  the  eletStion  for  the 
county^  The  immediate  confequence  of  this 
flagitious  robbery  vv^as,  that  he  loft  the  elec- 
tion, w^hich  you  meant  to  infure  to  him,,  aad 
with  fuch  fignal  circumftances  of  fcorn,  re- 
proach and  infult,  (to  fay  nothing  of  the 
general  exultation  of  all  parties)  as,  (except- 
ing the  King's  brother-in-law  CoL  Luttrell, 
and  old   Simon  his  father-in-law)  hardly  ever 

fell  upon  a  gentleman  in  this  country. Jn 

the  event,  he  lofes  the  very  property,  of 
which  he  thought  he  had  gotten  pofleffion ; 
and  after  an  expence,  which  would  have 
paid  the  value  of  the  land  in  queftion  twenty 
times  over.-— —The  forms  of  villainy,  you 
fee,  are  neceflary  to  its  fuccefs.  Hereafter  you 
will  a6l  with  greater  circumfpedtion,  and  not 
drive  fo  diredlly  to  your  objedt.  To/natch  a 
grace,  beyond  the  reach  of  commoa  treachery, 
is  an  exceptioHj  not  a  rule-. 

And 
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And  now,  my  good  Lord,  does  not;  your- 
confcious  heart  inform  you,  that  the  juftice  of 
retribution  begins  to  operate,  and  that  it  may 

fpon  approach  your  perfon  ? Do  you  think 

that    'Junius   has   renounced    the    Midddlefejc 

election  ? Or  that  the  King's  timber  (hall 

be  refufedto  the  Royal  Navy  with  impunity? 
——-Or  that  you  fhall  hear  no  more  of  the 
fcile  of  that  patent  to  Mr,  Hine^  which  you 
endeavoured  to  fkreen  by  fuddenly  dropping 
your  profecution  of  Samuel  Vaughan^  when 
the  rule  againft  him  was  made  abfolute  ?  I 
believe  indeed  there  never  was  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  in  all  the  hiftory  of  negative  impu- 
dence.— But  it  fhall  not  fave  you.  The  very 
funfiiine  you  live  in  is  a  prelude  to  your  dif- 
foliition.  When  you  are  ripe,  you  fhall  be 
plucked* 

JUNIUS. 

P.  S.  I  beg  you  will  convey  to  our  graci- 
ous raafler  my  humble  congratulations  upon 
the  glorious  fuccefs  of  peerages  and  penfionsj , 
fo  lavifhly  diflributed  as  the  rewards  of  Iriflk- 

yij-tue. 


LETTER 
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LETTER    LXXXIIf^ 

TO    L08.D    CHIEF    JUSTICE    MANSFIELD. 

21  January^  i']']2. 

I  HAVE  undertaken  to  prove  that  wheii, 
at  the  interceflion  of  three  of  your  coun- 
trymen, you  bailed  yohn  Eyre^  you  did  that, 
which  by  law  you  were  not  warranted  to  do^ 
and  that  a  felon,  under  the  circumftances  of 
being  taken  in  the  faSf^  with  the  Jlolen  goods 
upon  him^  and  making  no  defence-^  is  not  baila-' 
hie  by  the  laws  of  England.,  Your  learned 
advocates  have  interpreted  this  charge  into 
a  denial  that  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  or 
the  judges  of  that  court  during  the  vacation, 
have  any  greater  authority  to  bail  for  crimi- 
nal offences  than  a  juflice  of  peace.  With 
the  inftance  before  me,  I  am  fiippofed  to  ques- 
tion your  i3ower  of  doing  vi^rong,  and  to  deny 
the  exiftence  of  a  powder,  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment that  I  arraign  the  legal  exercife  of  it. 
But  the  opinions  of  fuch  men,  vi^hether  wil- 
ful in  their  malignity,  or  fincere  in  their  ig- 
norance, are  unworthy  of  my  notice.  You, 
Lord  Mansfield,  did  not  underftand  me  fo, 
and,  I  promife  you,  your  caufe  requires  an 

abler 
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abler  defence. — I  am  now  to  make  good  my 
charge  againft  you.  However  dull  my  argu- 
menty  the  fubjedl:  of  it  is  rnterefting.  I  fhall 
Be  honoured  with  the  attention  of  the  publicy, 
and  have  a  right  to  demand  the  attention  of 
the  legiflature.  Supported,-  as  I  am,  by  the 
whole  body  of  the  criminal  law  of  England,, 
I  have  no  doubt  of  eftablifhing  my  charge; 
If,  on  your  part,  you  fliould  have  no  plain, 
fubftantial  defence,  but  fhould  endeavour  to. 
fiielter  yourfelf  under  the  quirk  and  evafion- 
of  a  praflifing  lawyer,  or  under  the  mere,  in- 
fiilting  afiertion  of  power  without  right,  the- 
reputation  you  pretend  to  is  gone  for  ever  ; — 
you  ftand  degraded  from  the  refpeft  and  au- 
thority of  your  office,  and  are  no  longer,  de 
jure.  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England.  This 
letter,  my  Lord,  is  addrefled,  not  fo  much  to 
you^  as  to  the  public.  Learned  as  you  are,  and 
quick  in  apprehenfion,  few  arguments  are  ne-- 
cefTary  to  fatisfy  you,  that  you  have  done  that,, 
which  by  law  you  were  not  warranted  to  do. 
Your  confcience  already  tells  you,  that  you. 
have  finned  againft  knowledge,  and  that  what- 
ever defence  you  make  contradicts  your  own 
internal  conviiftion.  But  other  men  are  wil- 
ling enough  to  take  the  law  upoatruft..  They 
rely  upon  your  authority,  becaufe  they  are  too 
indolent  to  fearch  for  information ;  or,  con- 
ceiving that  there  is  fome  myftery  in  the  laws 
of  their    country,     which  lawyers  only  are 

qug- 
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qualified  to  explain,  they  diftruft  their  judg- 
ment, and  voluntarily  renounce  the  right  of 
thinking  for  themfelves.  With  all  the  evi- 
dence of  hiftory  before  them,  from  TrefdUan 
to  JefferieSj  from  Jeffcries  to  Mansfield^  they 
WiW  not  believe  it  poffible,  that  a  learned  judge 
can  a6l  in  direct  contradiflion  to  thofe  laws, 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  made  the  ftudy 
of  his  life,  and  which  he  has  fworn  to  admi- 
niiler  faithfully.  Superftition  is  certainly 
not  the  chara£teriftic  of  this  age.  Yet  fome 
men  are  bigoted  in  politics,  who  are  infidels 
in  religion. — I  do  not  defpair  of  making  them 
afhamed  of  their  credulity. 

The  charge  I  brought  againft  you  is  ex- 
4)refled  in  terms  guarded  and  well  confidered. 
They  do  not  deny  the  ftri61:  power  of  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench  to  bail 
in  cafes,  not  bailable  by  a  juftice  of  peace, 
nor-replevifable  by  the  common  writ,  or  ex 
officio  by  the  Sheriff.  I  well  knew  the  practice 
of  the  court,  and  by  what  legal  rules  it  ought 
to  be  dire61:ed.  But,  far  from  meaning  to 
foften  or  diminifh  the  force  of  thofe  terms  I 
have  made  ufe  of,  I  now  go  beyond  them, 
and  afHrm, 

I.  That  the  fuperior  power  of  bailing  for 
felony,  claimed  by  the  court  of  King's  Bench, 
IS  founded  upon  the  opinion  of  lawyers,  and 

the 
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the  ipra(5lice  of  the  court ; — that  the  aflent  of 
the  kgiflature  to  this  power  is  merely  nega- 
tive, and  that  it  is  not  fupported  by  any  pofi- 
tive  provifion  in  any  ftatute  whatfoever. — If 
it  Ije,  produce  the  ftatute. 

II.  Admitting  that  the  judges  of  the 
court  of  King's  Bench  are  vefted  with  a  dif- 
cretionary  power  to  examine  and  judge  of 
circumftances  and  allegations,  which  a  juftice 
of  peace  is  not  permitted  to  confider,  I  affirm 
that  the  judges,  in  the  ufe  and  application  of 
that  difcretionary  power,  are  as  ftri(3:ly  bound 
by  the  fpirit,  intent,  and  meaning,  as  the 
juftice  of  peace  is  by  the  words  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  Favourable  circumftances,  alledged  be- 
fore the  judge,  may  juftify  a  doubt  whether 
the  prifoner  be  guilty  or  not ;  and  where  the 
guilt  is  doubtful,  a  prefumption  of  innocence 
Ihould,  in  general,  be  admitted.  But,  when 
any  fuch  probable  circumftances  are  alledged, 
they  alter  the  ftate  and  condition  of  the  pri- 
foner. He  is  no  longer  that  all-but-conviiied 
felon,  whom  the  law  intends,  and  who  by  law 
is  not  bailable  at  all.  If  no  circumftances  what- 
foever are  alledged  in  his  favour  j — if  no  alle- 
gation whatfoever  be  made  to  leflen  the  force 
of  that  evidence,  which  the  law  annexes  to  a 
pofitive  charge  of  felony,  and  particularly  to 
the  fa6l  of  being  taken  with  the  maner^  I  then 
fay  that  the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  England 

has 
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has  no  more  right  to  bail  him  than  a  juftice 
cf  peace.  The  difcretion  of  an  EngHfh  judge 
is  not  of  mere  will  and  plcafure  ; — it  is  not 
arbitrary  ; — it  is  not  capricious  ;  but,  as  that 
great  lawyer,  (whofe  authority  I  wifh  you 
refpeilcd  half  as  much  as  I  do)  truly  fays  *, 
"  Di{(:retion,  taken  as  it  ought  to  be,  is,  dif- 
"  cernere  per  legem  quid  fit  jujlum.  If  it  be 
"  not  directed  by  the  right  line  of  the  law, 
"it  is  a  crooked  cord,  and  appeareth  to  be 

"  unlawful." \'i   difcretion  were  arbitrary 

in  the  judge,  he  might  introduce  whatever 
novelties  he  thought  proper  j  but,  fays  Lord 
Coke,  "  Novelties,  without  warrant  of  pre- 
*'  cedents,  are  not  to  be  allowed  ;  fome  cer- 

"  tain  rules  are  to  be  followed  : ^icquid 

<-^  judicis  authorltati  fiihjicttur^  novitati  non  fub- 
^'- jicitur  ■"  and  this  found  doctrine  is  applied 
to  the  Star-chamber,  a  court  confefiedly  ar- 
ditrary.  If  you  will  abide  by  the  authority 
of  this  great  man,  you  fhall  have  all  the  ad- 
vantage of  his  opinion,  wherever  it  appears 
to  favour  you.  Excepting  the  plain,  exprefs 
meaning  of  the  legiflature,  to  which  all  private 
opinions  muft  give  way,  I  defire  no  better 
judge  between  us  than  Lord  Coke. 

III.  I  AFFIRM  that,   according  to  the  ob- 
vious, indifputable  meaning  of  the  legiflature, 

»  4  /«/?.. 4.1.  66. 

repeat- 
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repeatedly  'cxprefled,  a  perfon  pofitlvely 
charged  with  felotiioujly  Jiealing  and  taken  in 
flagrante  deliflo^  with  the  ftolen  goods  upon 
him,  is  7iGt  bailable^  The  law  confiders  him 
as  differing  in  nothing  from  a  conviSi^  but  in 
the  form  of  convi6i:ion,  and  (whatever  a  cor- 
rupt judge  may  do)  wilJ  accept  of  no  fecurity, 
but  the  coJifinement  of  his  body  within  four 
walls.  I  know  it  has  been  alledged  in 
your  favour,  that  you  have  often  bailed  for 
inurders,  rapes,  and  other  manifeft  crimes. 
Without  queftioning  the  fa£i:,  I  fliall  not 
admit  that  you  are  to  be  juftified  by  your  own 
example.  If  that  were  a  protedlion  to  you, 
where  is  the  crime  that,  as  a  judge,  you 
might  not  now  fecurely  commit  ?  But  nei- 
ther fhall  I  fuffer  myfelf  to  be  drawn  afide 
from  my  prefent  argument,  nor  you  to  profit 

by    your     own    wrong. To    prove    the 

meaning  and  intent  of  the  legiflature  will  re- 
quire a  minute  and  tedious  dedudlion.  To 
inveftigate  a  queftion  of  law  dem.ands  fome 
labour  and  attention,  though  very  little  ge- 
nius or  fagacity.  As  a  piadlical  profeilion, 
the  ftudy  of  the  law  requires  but  a  moderate 
portion  of  abilities.  The  learning  of  a  plead- 
er-- is  ufually  upon  a  level  with  his  integrity. 
The  indifcriminate  defence  of  right  and 
wrong  contracts  the  underftanding,  while  it 
corrupts  the  heart.  Subtlety  is  foon  miftaken 
for    wifdom,    and  impunity  for  virtue.      If 

there 
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there  be  any  inftances  upon  record,  as  feme 
there  are  undoubtedly,  of  genius  and  mora- 
lity united  in  a  lawyer,  they  are  diftinguifh- 
ed  by  their  fingularity,  and  operate  as  ex- 
ceptions. 

I  MUST  folicit  the  patience  of  my  readers. 
This  is  no  light  matter,  nor  is  it  any  more 
fufceptible  of  ornament,  than  the  conduct  of 
Lord  Mansfield  is  capable  of  aggravation. 

As  the  law  of  bail,  in  charges  of  felony, 
lias  been  exa^ly  afcertained  by  acls  of  the 
legiflature,  it  is  at  prefent  of  little  confe- 
quence  to  enquire  how  it  ftood  at  common 
law,  before  the  flatute  of  Weflminfter.  And 
yet  it  is  worth  the  reader's  attention  to  ob- 
ferve,  how  nearly,  in  the  ideas  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  the  circumllance  of  being  taken  with 
the  »2^«<?r  approached  to  the  convidtion  of  the 
felon  *.  It  *'  fixed  the  authoritative  flam.p 
*•*■  of  verifimilitude  upon  the  accufation,  and 
"  by  the  common  law,  when  a  thief  was 
*'  taken  with  the  7narier  (that  is,  with  the 
"  thing  ftolen  upon  him,  in  manu)  he  might, 
"  fo  diCKt^cAJiagrajite  deliSio^  be  brought  into 
■"  court,  arraigned  and  tried,  without  in- 
*'  diShnent ;  as,  by  the  Danifh  law,  he  might 
*'  be  taken  and  hanged  upon  the  fpot,  without 
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"  accufatlon  or  trial."  It  will  fooii  appear 
that  our  ftatute  law,  in  this  behalf,  though  lefs 
I'ummary  In  point  of  proceeding,  is  directed 
by  the  fame  fpirit.  "In  one  inftance,  the  very 
form  is  adhered  to.  In  offences  relating  to 
the  foreft,  if  a  man  was  taken  with  vert,  or 
venifon  *,  it  was  declared  to  be  equivalent 
to  indictment.  To  enable  the  reader  to  judge 
for  himfelf,  I  (hall  ftatc,  in  due  order,  the 
feveral  ftatutes  relative,  to  bail  in  criminal 
cafes,  or  as  much  of  thesn  as  may  be  mate- 
rial to  the  point  in  queftion,  omitting  fuper- 
fiuous  words.  If  I  mifreprefent,  or  do  not 
quote  with  fidelity,  it  will  not  be  difficult  to 
detedl  mc. 

t  The  ftatute  of  Wefliminfler  the  firfl:, 
"  in  1275,  fets  forth  that,  "  Forafmuch  as 
"  Sheriff's  and  others,  who  have  taken  and 
"  kept  in  prifon  .perfons  detedted  of  felony, 
"  and  incontinent  have  let  out  by  replevin 
*'  fuch  as  were  not  replevifable.,  becaufe  they 
*'  would  gain  of  the  one  party  and  grieve  the 
"  other ;  and  forafmuch  as,  before  this 
"  time,  it  was  not  determined  which  per- 
**  fons  were  replevifable  and  which  not,  it  is 

•  I  Ed.  III.  cap.  8. — and  7  RLh.  II.  cap.  4. 

f  "  F'ideiur  que  le  fiatute  de  mainprife  nrji  que  re- 
*'  her/all  del  cometi  ley  "  Uio.  Mainp.  61. 

"  provided 
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"  provided  and  by  the  King  commanded  that 
*'  fuch  prifoners,  Sec.  as  be  iaien  with  the 
"  maner^  &:c.  or  for  manifejl  oftences,  fhaJl  be 
"  /;/   no  wife   replevifable     by    the    common 

"  writ,  nor  without  writ."  *-' Lord  Coke, 

in  his  expofition  of  the  laft  part  of  this  quo- 
tation, accurately  diilinguifhes  between  re- 
plevy by  the  common  writ  or  ex  ofRcio,  and 
ball  by  the  King's  Bench.  The  words  of  the 
ftatute  certainly  do  "not  extend  to  the  judges 
of  that  court.  But,  befides  that  the  reader 
will  foon  find  reafon  to  think  that  the  legifla- 
ture,  in  their  intention,  made  no  difference 
between  bailable  and  replevifable^  Lord  Coke 
himfelf  (if  he  be  underftood  to  mean  no- 
thing but  an  expofition  of  the  fiatute  of 
Weftminfter,  and  not  to  flate  the  law  gene- 
rally) does  not  adhere  to  his  own  diftindlion. 
In  expounding  the  other  ofFences,  which,  by 
this  ftatute,  are  declared  not  replevifable^  he 
conftantly   ufes   the  words    not  bailable.    ■■  ■» 

*  **  There   are  three  points  to  be  confidered  In 
**  the  conftni6lIon  of  all  remedial  ftatutes  ; — the  old  law, 

*'  the  millhitf,   and  the  lemedy  ; that  is,   how  the 

*'  commcn  law  flood  at  the  making  ol  the  aft,  what  rtie 
*'  mifchicf  was  for  which  the  common  law  did  not  pro- 
*'.vide,  and  what  remedy  the  parliament  hath  provided 
"  to  cure  this  mifchicf.  It  Is  the  bufmefs  of"  the  judges, 
"  fo  to  conftrue  the  aft,  as  to  fupprefs  the  mifchief, 
•'  and  advance  the  remedy." 

Blachjlone,  i.  S7. 

N  2  «  That 
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"  That  outlaws,    for  inftance,  are   not  ball- 

'■^  able  at  all ; ^that  perfons,  who  have  ab- 

*' jmed  the  reahn,  are  attainted  upon  their 
*'  own  Gonfeffion,  and  therefore    not   bailable 

"  at  all  by  law  ; that  provers  are  not  bail- 

"  Me  \ that     notorious     felons     are    mt 

"  bailable.'"  The  reafon,  why  the  fuperior 
courts  were  not  named  in  the  flatute  of  Weft- 
minfter,  was  plainly  this,  "  becaufe  antient- 
"  ly  moft  of  the  bufinefs,  touching  bailment 
""  of  prifoners  for  felony  or  mifdemeanors, 
"  was  performed  by  the  Sheriffs,  or  fpecial 
"  bailiffs  of  liberties,  cither  by  writ,  or  -virtute 
"  officii  *  i"  confequently  the  fuperior  courts 
had  little  or  no  opportunity  to  commit  thofc 
.abufe?,  which  the  llatute  imputes  to  the  Shc- 

riftV." -With  fubmiflion  to  Doctor  Black- 

ftone,  I  think  he  has  fallen  into  a  con- 
tradiction, which,  in  terms  at  Icaft,  appears 
irreconcileable.  After  enumerating  feveral 
offences  not  bailable,  he  afferts,  without  any 
condition  or  limitation  whatfoever  f,  "  all 
*'  thefc  are  clearly  not  admiffible  to  bailJ''' 
Yet  in  a  few  lines  after  he  fays,  "  it  is  agreed 
"  that  the  court  of  King's  Bench  may  bail 
"  for  any  crime  whatfoever,  according  to  cir- 
"  cn7njlances   of  the  cafe."     To  his  firft  pro- 

*  ^Hale,  P.  C.  128,   136. 
f  BlachJIone  4..  t^(>. 

pofition 
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pori,tion  he  fhouUl  have  added,  ly  Sheriffs  or 
"jujikes ;  othcrwife  the  two  propofitiop.s 
contradict  each  other ;  with  this  differ-eiiGo 
however,,  that  the  fitft  is  abiokite,  the  fecond 
limited  by  a  cohfiderai'ion  of  clrcumjiances.  I 
fay  this  without  the  leafl  intended  difrefpecl 
to  the  learned  author.  Hi3  work  is  of  pub- 
lic utility,  and  fhould  not  be  haftily  con- 
demned. 

The  ftatute  of  17  Richard.W.  cap.  10. 
1.393,  fets  forth,  that  "  forafmuch  as 
"  thieves  notorioufly  defamed,  and  others 
"  taken  with  the  manery  by  their  long  abiding 
"  in  prifon,  v/ere  delivered  by  charters,  and 
"favourable  inquefts  procured,  to  the  great 
"hindrance  of  the  people,  two  men  of  law 
"  fhall  be  alligned,  in  every  commiflion  of 
*'  the  peace,  to  proceed  to  the  deliverance 
"  of  fuch  felons,  &c."  It  feems  by  this  a£l:, 
that  there  was  a  conftant  ftruggle  between 
the  legiflature  and  the  officers  of  juftice.  Not 
darini>  to  admit  felons  take?i  with  the  maner  to 
bail  or  mainprize,  they  evaded  the  law  by 
keeping  the  party  in  prifon  a  long  time,  and 
then  delivering  him  without  due  triaL 

The  ftatute  of  i  Richard  III.  in  1483,  fets 

forth,     that     "  forafmuch    as   divers  perfons 

"  have  been  daily  arrefted  and  imprifoned  for 

''^JufpJcion  of  felony,  fometime  of  malice,  and 

N.3^  "  fonifi..-. 
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"  fometime  o(  a  light  fufpicion,  and  fo  kept  m 
"  prifon  without  bail  or  mainprize,  be  it  or- 
*'  dained  that  every  jufrice  of  peace  fhall  have 
"authority,  by  his  difcretion,  to  let  fuch 
"  prifoners  and  perfons  fo  arrefted  to  bail  or 

"  mainprize." By  this  acSt  it  appears  that 

there  had  been  abufes  in  matter  of  imprifon- 
ment,  and  that  the  legiflature  meant  to  pro- 
vide for  the  immediate  enlargement  of  peifons 
arrefted  on  light  fufpicion  of  felony. 

The  ftatute  of  3  Henry  VII.  in  i486, 
declares,  that  "  under  colour  of  the  preced- 
*'  ing  ad  of  Richard  the  Third,  perfons, 
^'•fuch  as  were  net  mainpernahle^  were  often- 
"  times  let  to  bail  or  mainprize,  by  juftices 
"  of  the  peace,  whereby  many  murderers  and 
"  felons  efcaped,  the  King,  &:c.  hath  or- 
"  dained,  that  the  juftices  of  the  peace,  or 
"  two  of  them  at  leaft  (whereof  one  to  be 
"  of  the  quorum)  have  authority  to  let  any 
*'  fuch  prifoners  or  perfons,  mainpernable  by 
"  the  law,  to  bail  or  maixiprize.'* 

The  ftatute  of  ift  and  2d  of  Philip  and 
Mary,  in  1554,  fets  forth,  that  "  notwith- 
"  ftanding  the  preceding  ftatute  of  Henry 
'*  the  Seventh,  one  juftice  of  peace  hath  of- 
"  tentimes,  by  ftnifter  labour  and  means,  fet 
"  at  large  the  greateft  and  notableft  offenderjf, 
*■*■  fuch  as  be  not  replevifabk  by  the  kivs  of  this 

*^  realmy 
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"  realm^  and  yet^  the  rather  to  hide  theii' 
"  affections  in  that  behalt^  hnve  figned 
"  the  caufe  of  their  apprehcnfion  to  be  but 
"  only  for  Jufpicion  of  fclonj',  whereby  the 
"  faid  ofFendcrs  Isave  elcaped  nnpunifhed, 
"  and  do  dailv,  to  the  high  difpleafure  of 
"  Almighty  God,  the  great  peril  of  the  King 
"  and   Queen's  true  fubjcvfls,  and  cncourage- 

"  ment  of  all   tiiieves  and  evil-doers  ; for 

"  reformation  whereof  be  it  eaafled,  that  no 
*' juftices  of  peace  {btail  let  to  bail  or  main- 
^  prize  any  fuch  perfons,  which,  for  any  of- 
*^  fence  by  them  committed,  be  declared  not 
"  to  be  replevifed-  or  balled.^  or  he  forbidden 
"  to  be  replevifed  or  hailed  by  the  flatute  of 
"  Wedminfter  the  f-rft ;  and  furthermore 
*'  that  any  perfons,  arrefted  for  manflaughter, 
"  felony,  being  bailable  by  the  laiVy  (hall  not 
*'  be  let  to  bail  or  mainprize,  by  any  juftices 
"  of    peace,     but   in   the'  form  therein  after 

"  prefcribed." In  the  two  preceding  fla- 

tutes,  the  words  bailable^  replcvifable^  and 
mainpernable  are  ufed  fynonymoufly  *,  or 
proinifcuoufly  to  exprcfs  the  fame  fingle  in- 
tention of  the  legiflature,  viz.  not  to  accept  of 
any  feciLtity  but  the  body  of  the  o^ender  ^  and 
when  the  latter  ftatute  prefcribcs  the  form, 
on  which  perfons  arrefted  onfufpicion  of  felo- 
ny,  (being  bailable  by  the  laiv)  may  be  let  to 

*  zHale,  P.  C.  2.  124. 

N  4  bail, 
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bail,  it  evidently  fuppofcs  that  there  are  fome 

cales,  not  bailable  by  the  law. -It  may  be 

thought  perhaps,  that  I  attribute  to  the  le- 
gillature  an  appearance  of  inaccuracy  in  the 
ufe  of  terms,  merely  to  ferve  my  prefcnt  pur- 
pofe.  But,  m  truth,  it  would  make  more 
forcibly  for  my  argument  to  prefume  that  the 
legiflature  were  conftantly  aware  of  the  ftricl 
legal  diflinction  between,  bail  and  replevyy 
and  that  they  always  meant  to  adhere  to  it  *. 
For  if  it  be  true  that  replevy  is  by  the  She- 
rilFs,  and  bail  by  the  higher  courts  at.  Weft- 
miufler,  (which  I  think  no  li^wyer  will  de- 
ny) it  follows  that,,  when  the  legiflature  ex- 
prefily  fay,  that  any  particular  offence  is  by 
law  not  bailable^  the  fuperior  courts  are  com- 
prehended in  the  prohibition,  and  bound  by 
it.  Otherwife,  unlefs  there  was  a  pofitive 
exception  of  the  fuperior  courts  (which  I  af-* 
fixvA  there  never  was  in  any  ftatute  relative 
to  bail)  the  legiflature  would  grofsly  contra- 
dift  themfelves,  and  the  manifefl  intention 
of  the  law  be  evaded.  It  is  an  eflablifhed 
rule,  that,  when  the  law  is  fpccial^  and 
rcafon  of  it  general,  it  is  to  be  generally 
underftood  5     and     though,     by    cuftom,     a 

*  Fide  2  Inft.  150.  186 "  The  word  reple'vifable 

"  never  fignifies  bailable.  Bailable  is  in  a  court  of  re- 
"  cord  by  the  King's  juftices  ;  hut  reple'vifable  is  by  the 
«  Sherif."  Selden,  State  Tr.  7.  149. 

lati- 
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latitude  be  allowed  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench,  (to  confider  circumftances  indudlive 
of  a  doubt  v/hether  the  prifoner  be  guilty  or 
innocent)  if  this  latitude  be-  taken  as  an  arbi- 
trary power  to  bail,  when  no  circumftances- 
whatfoever  are  alkdged  in  favour  of  the  pri- 
Ibner,  it  is  a  power  without  right,  and  a 
daring  violation  of  the  whole  Englifli  law  ©f 
bail. 

The  z^  of  the  3ifl:  of  Charles  the  Seconxi 
(commonly  called  the  Habeas  Corpus  acf)  par- 
ticularly declares,  that  it  is  not  meant  to  ex- 
tend to  treafon  or  felony  plainly  and  fpecial- 
ly  exprefled  in  the  warrant  of  commitment. 
'I'he  prifoner  is  therefore  left  to  fcelc  his 
Habeas  Corpus  at  common  law;  and  fo  far 
was  the  legiflature  from  fuppofing  th-at  per- 
fons  (committed  for  treafon  or  felony  plain- 
ly and  fpecially  exprefliid  in  the  warrant  of 
commitment)  could  be  let  to  bail  by  a  fin- 
gle  judge,  or  by  the  whole  court,,  that  this 
very  adl  provides  a  remedy  for  fuch  peribn?, 
in  cafe  they  are  not  indicled  in  the  courfe  of 
the  term  or  feflions  fubfequent  to  their  com- 
mitment. The  law  neither  fuffers  them  to 
be  enlarged  before  trial,  nor  to  be  imprifoned. 
after  the  time,,  in  which  they  ought  regular- 
ly to  be  tried.  In  this  cafe  the  law  fays, 
^'  It  fliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the 
*'  judg^es  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  and 
N  5  «juC^. 
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"juftices  of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  general- 
*'  goal  delivery,  and-  they  are  hereby  re- 
"  quired,  upon  motion  to  them  made  in  open 
"  court,  the  laft  day  of  the  term,  feffion, 
*'  or  goal  delivery,  either  by  the  prifoner  or 
"  any  one  in  his  behalf,  to  fet  at  liberty  the 
*'  prifoner  upon  bail ;  unlefs  it  appear  to  the 
^'judges  and  juflices,  upon  oath  made,  that 
"  the  witnefTes  for  the  King  could  not  be 
*'  produced  the  fame  term,  feffion?,  or  goal 
"  deliverv." Upon  the  whole  of  this  ar- 
ticle, I  obfe'rve,  i.  That  the  provifion,  made 
in  the  fir  ft  part  of  it,  w^ould  be,  in  a  great 
mcafure,  ufclefs  and  nugatory,  if  any  fingle 
iudge  might  have  bailed  the  prifoner  ex  arbi- 
trioj  during  the  vacation ;  or  if  the  court 
mij^ht  have  bailed  him  immediately  after  the 

commencement  of  the  term  or  fefllons. 

2.  When  the  law  fays.  It  fnall  and  may  be 
lawful  to  bail  for  felony  under  particular  cir- 
cumftances,  we  mufl:  prefume  that,  befoi-e 
the  paffing  of  that  a(St-,  it  was  not  lawful  to 
bail  under  thofe  circumftances.  The  terms 
ufed  by  the  legiflature  are  ena51ing^   not  (U- 

claratory. ^.    Notwithftanding   the    parry 

may  have  been  imprifoned  during  the  great- 
eft  part  of  the  vacation,  and  during  the 
whole  feflion,  the  court  are  exprefsly  forbid- 
den to  bail  him  from  that  feflion  to  the  next, 
if  oath  be  made   that  the  witnefles   for   the 

King 
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Kin^  could  not  be  produced  that  fame  term. 
or  feifions. 

Having  faithfully  ftated  the  feveral  acls 
ef  parliament  relative  to  bail  in  criminal 
cafes,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  the  reader  to  take 
a  fhort,  hiftorical  review  of  the  law  of  bail, 
through  its  various  gradations  and  improve.- 
ments. 

By  the  ancient  common  law,  before  and 
fince  the  conqueft,  all  felonies  were  bailable, 
till  murder  was-  excepted  by  ftatute,  fo  that 
perfons    might   be   admitted   to   bail,     before 
conviilion,    almoft  in  every  cafe.     The  fta- 
tute  of   Weftminfter   fays   that,   before   that 
time,  it  had  not  been  determined,  which  of- 
fences were  replevifable,  and:\vhich  were  not^ 
whether  by  die  common  writ  de  homhie  repk^ 
giaude^    or    ex    ofpicio  by  the    Sheriff".      It  is 
very  remarkable  that  the  abufes  arifmg  from 
this  unlimited  power  of  replevy,  dreadful ;  as 
they  were  and  deftruitive  to  the  psace  of  fo- 
cicty,  were  not  correilcd  or  taken  notice  of 
by  the  leglflature,   until  the  commons  of  the 
kingdom  had  obtained  a  fhare  in  it  by  their 
Tcprefentativcs;    but  the   houfe    of  commons 
had  fcarce  begun  to  cxift,  when  thcfe   forn;i- 
dable  abufes  were  corrected  by  the  ftr.tute  of 
Weftminfter.     It  is  highly  probable  that  the 
mjfchief  iLid  been  feverely  felt,  by  the  people, 
N  6.  akhou;2:h 
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although  no  remedy  had  been  provided  for  it 
by  the  Norman  Kings  or  Barons.  *  «  I'he 
"  iniquity  of  the  times  was  fo  great,  as  it 
"  even  forced  the  fubjedls  to  forego  that, 
*•  which  was  in  account  a  great  li-berty,  to 
"  ftop  the  courfe  of  a  growing  mifchief." 
The  preamble  to  the  ftatutes,  made  by  the 
lirit  parliament  of  Edward  the  Firfl,  affigna 
the  reafon  of  calling  it,  f  "  becaufe  the  peo- 
"  pie  had  been  otherwife  entreated  than  they 
**  ought  to  be,  the  peace  lefs  kept,  the  laws 
"  lefs  ufed,  and  offenders  kfs  punijhed  than, 
•■'  they  ought  to  be,  by  reafon  M'hereof  the 
"  people  feared  lefs  to  offend  j"  and  the  firft 
attempt  to  reform  thofe  various  abufes  was  by 
contrailing  the  pow-er  of  replevying  felons. 

For  above  two  centuries  following  it  does 
not.  appear  that  any  alteration  was  made  in 
the  law  of  l5ail,  except  that  being  taken  with 
•vei't  or  vcnifo7i  was  declared  to  be  equivalent 
to  indidlment.  The  legidature  adhered  firmly 
to  the  fpirit  of  the  ftatute  of  Weflminfter^ 
The  ftatute  of  27th  of  Edward  the  Firft:  direds 
the  juftices  of  aflize  to  enquires  and  punifh 
officers  bailing  fuch  as  were  not  bailable.  As 
for  the  judges  of  the  fuperior  courts,  it  is  pro- 
bable that,  in  thofe  days,  they  thought  them- 
felves  bound  by  the  obvious  intent  and  mean- 

«  Seidell,  by  N.  Bacon,  182. 
t  ParliamentF.ry  Hiiloiy,  i.  82. 

ins: 
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ihg  of  the  legiflature.  They  confidered  not 
fo  much  to  what  particular  perfons  the  pro- 
hibition was  adcirefled,  as  what  the  thing  was- 
which  the  legiflature  meant  to  prohibit,  welt 
knowing  that  in  law,  quando  aliqnid prohlbetiir^ 
prohibetur  et  omne^  per  qucd  devenitur  ad  illud. 
"When  any  thing  is  forbidden,  all  the 
"means,  by  which  the  fame  thing  may  be- 
"  compafled  or  done,  are  equally  forbidden." 

By  the  flatute  of  Richard  the  lln'rd,  the 
power  of  bailing  was  a  little  enlarged.  Every 
Juftice  of  peace  was  authorifed  to  bail  for  fe- 
lony; but  they  were  exprefsly  confined  to 
perfons  arrefted  on  light  fujplcicn ;  and  even 
this  power,,  fo  limited,,  was  found  to  produce 
fuch  inconveniencies,  that  in  three  years  after 
the  legiflature  found  it  neccflary  to  repeal  it. 
Inftead  of  trufting  any  longer  to  a  Angle  juf- 
tice of  peace,  the  adl  of  3d  Henry  Vllth 
repeals  the  preceding  z^y  and  direds  "  that 
**  no  prifoner  (of  thofe  who  are  mainpernable 
^^  by  the  law)  fhall  be  let  to  bail  or  mainprife,, 
"  by  lefs  than  fic;<j  juftices,  whereof  one  to  be 
"of  the  quorum."  And'  fo  indifpenfably 
neceflary  was  this  proviflon  thought,  for  the 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  and  for  the  feca- 
rity  and  peace  of  foeiety,  that^  at  this  time^ 
an  oath  was  propofed  by  the  King  to  be  taken, 
by  the  knights  and  efquires  of  his  houfehold, 
by  the  members  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 

and 
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and  by  the  peers  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
accepted  and  fv/orn  to  qiiafi  una  voce  by  them 
all,  which,  among  other  engagements,  binds 
them,  "  not  to  let  any  man  to  bail  or  main- 
"  prife,  knowing  and  deeming  him  to  be  a 
"  felon,  vipon  your  honour  and  vvorfhip.  So 
*'  help  you  God  and  all  faints."  *.. 

In  about  half  a  century  howev^er,  even  thcfe 
provifions  were-  found  infufficient.  The  a6t 
of  Henry  the  Seventh  was  evaded,  and  the  le- 
giflature  once  more  obliged  to  interpoi.  Tlie 
atSl  of  ifl:  and  2d  of  Philip  and  Mary  takes 
away  entirely  from  the  juflices  all  power  of 
bailing  for  offences  declared  not  bailable  bv  the 
ftatutc  of  Weftminfter. 

The  illegal  imprifonment  of  feveral  pe^- 
fons,  who  had  refufed  to  contribute  tea  loan, 
exacted  b-y  Charles  the  Firft,  and  the  delay  of 
the  Habeas  Corpus  and  fubfequent  refufal  to 
bail  them,  conft-ituted  one  of  the  firfl  and  moft 
important  grievances  of  that  reign.  Yet  when 
the  houfe  of  commons,  which  met  in  the  year: 
1628,  refolved  upon  meafures  of  the  moft  firm 
and  ftrenuous  refiftance  to  the  power  of  im- 
prifonment afTumed  by  the  King  or  privy- 
council,  and  to  the  refufal  to  bail  the  party 
on  the  return  of  the  Habeas  Corpus^  they  did 

•  Parliamentary  Hiilory,  a.  419. 

exprefs- 
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exprefsly,   In   all   their  refolutions,   make   an 
exception  of  commitments,  where  the  caufc 
of  the  reftraint  was  exprefled, 'and  did  by  law 
juftify  the  commitment.     The  reafon  of  the 
diftinftion  is,   that,  whereas  when  the  caufe  of 
commitment   is  exprefled,  the  crime  is    then 
known,  and  the  oflender  mufl:  be  brought  to 
the   ordinary  trial ;    if,   on   the   contrary,   no 
caufe  of  commitment   be  exprefled,    and   the 
■  prifoner  be  thereupon  remanded,  it  may  ope- 
rate to  perpetual  imprifonment.     This  contefl: 
with  Charles  the  Firft,  produced  the  a.£i  of  the 
16th   of  that   King,   by  which   the  court   of 
Kind's  Bench  are  directed,  within  three  days 
after  the  return  to  the  Habeas  Corpus^  to  exa- 
mine and  determine  the  legality  of  any  com- 
mitment by  the  King  or  privy-council,  and  to 
do  what  to  j'ujilce  Jhall  appertain  in  delivering, 
bailing,  or  retnand'mg  the  prifoner. — Now^  it 
feems,  it  is  unneceflary  for  the  judge  to  do 
what  appertains  to  juffcice.     The  faane  fcan- 
dalous  traffic,   in  which  we  have  feen  the  pri- 
vilege   of  parliament  exerted   or  relaxed,   to 
gratify  the  prefent  humour,  or  to   ferve   the 
immediate  purpofe   of   the   crown,    is   intro- 
duced into  the  adminifl:ration  of  juftice.     The 
magifl:rate,   it  feems,  has  now  no  rule  to  fol- 
low, but  the  dictates  of  perfonal  enmity,  na- 
tional  partiality,   or   perhaps  the   rupfl:  pros- 
tituted corruption. 


To 
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To  complete  this  hiftorical  enquiry,  it  only 
remains  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Ha/was  Cor- 
pus z^  of  31ft  of  Charles  the  Second,  fojuffly 
confidered  as  another  JVIagna  Charta  of  the 
kingdom,*  "  extends  only  to  the  cafe  of  com - 
"  mitments  for  fuch  criminal  charge,  as  can 
"  produce  no  inconvenience  to  public  jufiice 
"  by  a  temporary  enlargement  of  the  prifon- 
"  er." — So  careful  were  the  legiilature,  at  thc- 
very  moment  when  they  were  providing  for 
the  liberty  of  .the  fubjedt,  not  to  furnifh  any 
colour  or  pretence  for  violating  or  evadin«»^ 
the  eftablifhed  law  of  bail  in  the  higher  cri- 
minal offences.  But  the  exception,  ftated  in 
the  body  of  the  a6l)  puts  the  matter  out  of  all 
doubt.  After  dire6ting  the  judges  how  they 
are  to  proceed  to  the  difcharge  of  the  prifoner 
upon  recognifance  and  furety,  having  regard 
to  the  quality  of  the  prifoner  and  nature  of 
the  offence,  it  is  exprefsly  added,  "  unlefs  it 
"  fhall  appear  to  the  faid  Lord  Chancellor, 
"  &c.  that  the  party,  fo  committed,  is  de- 
"  tained  for  fuch  matters,  or  offences,  for 
"  the  which,  by  the  law  the  prisoner 

"  LS  NOT  BAIXABLE." 

When  the  laws,  plain  of  themfelves,  are 
thus  illuftrated  by  fadls,  and  their  uniform 
meanings  eftabliflied   by   hiffory,    we   do   not 

*  Blacktlcne  4.  137, 

waiit 
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want  the  authority  of  opinions,  howev.cp 
refpeilable,  to  inform  cur  judgment  or  to 
confvrm  our  belief.  But  I  am  determined 
that  you  fhall  have  no  efeape.  Authority  of 
every  fort  fhall  be  produced  againjft  you,  from 
"facob  to   Lord  Q>ke^  from  the  di<5lionary   to 

the  claflic. -In  vain  fhall  you  appeal  from 

thofe  upright  judges,,  whom  you  difdain  H^ 
imitate,  to  thsfe  whom  you  have  madfe  your 
example.  With  one  voice,  they  all  condemn 
you. 

"  To  be  taken  with  the  matter  is  where  a 
*' thief,  having  ftolen  any  ^hing,  is  taicea 
"  with  the  fame  about  him,  as  it  were  in  his 
"hands,  which  is  called  Jiagrante  deli£fa» 
**  Such  a  criminal  is  not  ballabte  by  law,"  ■  * 
yacob  under  the  word  Maner, 

"Those,  who  are  taken  with  the  Maner^ 
"  are  excluded,  by  the  ftatute  of  Weflmin- 
*'  fler,  from  the  benefit  of  a  replevin."——-* 
Hawkins^  P.  C.  %,  98. 

"  Of  fuch  heinous  ofFences  no  Oine,  who  is 
"  notorioufly  guilty,  feems  to  be  bailable  by 
«  the  intent  of  this  ftatute." — Ditto  2.  99. 

*'  The  common  pradlice,  and  allowed  ge- 
■^^'Jjexal  rule  is,  that  bail  is  only  then  proper 

"  where. 
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"  where  It  {lands  imli^'erent  v^hether  the  party 
"  were  guilty  or  innocent." — Ditto.  Ditto.- 

"  There  is  no  3oubt  but  that  the  bailing* 
**  of  a  perfon,  vuho  is  not  bailable  by  lazu^  is 
"  puniihable,  either  at  common  law  as  a 
"  negligent  efcape,  or  as  an  offence  againft 

"  the  !everal{latiates  relative  to  bail." 

Ditto.  89. 

"  It  cannot  be  doubted  but  that,  ncrthef 
"  the  judges  of  this,  nor  of  any  other  fupe- 
<*  rior  court  of  juftice,  are  ftriclly  within  the 
"  purview  of  that  ftatute,  yet  they  will  al- 
"  ways,  in  their  difcretion,  pay  a  due  regard 
"  to  it,  and  not  admit  a  perfon  to  bail,  who 
**  is  exprefsly  declared  by  it  irreplevifable, 
**  ivithout  fome  particular  circumjiance  In  hh 
^ fa'Donr-y  and  therefore  it  feems  difficult  to 
"  find  an  inflrance,  where  perfons,  attainted 
*'  of  felony,  or  notorioufly  guilty  of  treafon, 
"  or  manflaughter,  &c.  by  their  own  con- 
*'  feffion,  or  otherwife^  have  been  admitted 
"  to  the  benefit  of  bail,  without  fome  fpe- 
"  cial  motive  to  the  court  to  grant  it."— — 
Ditto.  114. 

"  If  it  appears  that  any  man  hath  injury 
**  or  wrong    by  his    imprifonment,   we   have 

**  power  to  deliver  and  difcharge  him  ; >-if 

**-.  otherwife,   he  is  to  be  remanded  by  us  to 

"  prifon 
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"  pfifon  again." Lord  Ch.  J.  Hyde.  State 

Trials.  7.  115. 

"  The  ftatute  of  Weftminfler  was  efpeci- 
*'  al  for  diredtion  to  the  SherifFs  and  others, 
"  but  to  fay  courts  of  juftice  are  excluded 
*'  from  this  ftatute,  I  conceive  It  cannot  be.'* 
Attorney  General  Heath,  Ditto,  132. 

"  The  court,  upon  view  of  the  return, 
"judgeth  of  the  fufficiency  or  infufficiency 
"  of  it.  If  they  think  the  prifoner  in  lazv  to 
*'  be  bailable^  he  is  committed  to  the  Marfhal 

"  and  bailed ;  if  not,   he  is  remanded." ■ 

Through  the  whole  debate  the  objeilion,  on 
the  part  of  the  prifoners,  was,  that  no  caufe 
of  commitment  was  exprefled  in  the  warrant ; 
but  it  was  uniformly  admitted  by  their  coun- 
cil that,  if  the  caufe  of  commitment  had  been 
exprefled  for  treafon  or  felony,  the  court 
would  then  have  done  right  in  remanding 
them. 

The  Attorney  General  having  urged,  be- 
fore a  committee  of  both  houfes,  that,  in 
Beckwith's  cafe  and  others,  the  lords  of  the 
council  fent  a  letter  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  to  bail ;  it  was  replied  by  the  mana- 
gers of  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  this  was 
of  no  moment,  "  for  that  either,  the  prifoner 
"  vyas  bailable  by  the  law,  or  not  bailable  ;— if 
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"  bailable  by  the  law,  then  he  was  to  be  bailed 

"  without  any  fuch  letter  ; if  not  bailable 

'*  by  the  law,  then  plainly  the  judges  could 
"  not  have  bailed  him  upon  the  letter,  v/ith- 
*'  out  breach  of  their  oath,  which  is,  that  they 
"  are  to  do  jujlice  according  to  the  laiv^  h'c." — 
State  Trials^  7.  175.,, 

"  So  that,  in  bailing  upon  fuch  offences 
"  of  the  higheft  nature,  a  kind  of  difcretion, 
"  rather  than  a  conftant  law,  hath  been  ex- 
"  ercifed,  when  it  ftands  wholly  indifferent  iti 
**  the  eye  of  the  court,  whether  the  prifoner 
*' be  guilty  not."     Selden.  Si,  Tr.  7.  230.  i. 

"  I  DENY  that  a,  man  is  always  bailable, 
**  when  imprifonment  is  impofed  upon  him 
*'  for  cuftody."    Attorney  General  Heath,  ditto. 

238. -By  thefe  quotations  from  the  State 

Trials,  though  otherwife  not  of  authority,  it. 
appears  plainly  that,  in  regard  to  bailable  or 
not  ba  liable  J  z\\  parties  agreed  in  admitting  one 
proportion  as  incontrovertible. 

*'  In  relation  to  capital  offences  there  are- 
*'  efpecially  thefe  a(5ls  of  parliament  that  are 
*^  the  common  landmarks  *  touching  offencc9^ 
«  bailable  or  not  bailable."     Hale.  2.  P.   C. 

*  It  has  been  the  ftudy  of  Lord  Mansfield  to  remove 
laivimarks. 

127.  TI:mt 
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127.     The  enumeration  includes  the  feveral 
a£ts  cited  in  this  paper. 

"  Persons,  taken  with  the  Manouvre,  are 
'^'  not  bailable,  becaufe  it  is  furtum  mani- 
^^fejiumr     Hale.  2,  P.  C.  133. 

"  The  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  is  of  a  high 
*'  nature  ;  for  if  perfons  be  wrongfully  com- 
"  mittedj  they  are  to  be  difcharged  upon  this 
*'  writ  returned  j  or,  if  bailable,  they  are  to 
■*'  be  bailed  j — if7iot  bailable^  they  are  to  be  com- 
«  m'lttedr  Hale.  2.  P.  C.  143.  This  doc- 
trine of  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale  refers  imme- 
diately to  the  fuperior  courts  from  whence  the 
writ  ilTues. — ''  After  the  return  is  filed,  the 
*'  court  is  either  to  difcharge  or  bail,  or  com- 
""  7nit  him,  as  the  nature  of  the  caufe  re- 
"  quires."     Hale.   2.  F.  C.  146. 

"If  bail  be  granted,  otherwlfe  than  the  Jaw 
"  allow eth^  the  party  that  alloweth  the  fame 
"  {hall  be  fined,  imprifoned,  render  damages, 
"  or  forfeit  his  place,  as  the  cafe  ftiall  re- 
"  quire."     Belden  by  N.  Bacon.  182. 

"  This  induces  an  abfolute  neceffity  of 
"  exprefiing,  upon  every  commitment,  the 
"  reafon  for  which  it  is  made ;  that  the 
■"  court,  upon  a  Habeas  Corpus^  may  examine 
"  into  its  validity,  and,   according  to  the  cir- 

"  civnjiances 
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"  cumjlances  of  the  cafe,  may  difcharge,  admit 
*'  to  bail,  or  remand  the  prifoner."  Black' 
Jione.  3.  133. 

"  Marriot  was  committed  for  forging 
*'  indorfements  upon  Banic  bills,  and,  upon 
"  a    Habeas  Corpus,  was   bailed,    becaufe  the 

"  crime  was  only  a  great  mifdemeanor ; 

"  for  though  the  forging  the  bills  be  felony, 
"  yet  forging  the  indorfement  is  not."  SaU 
held.  I.  104. 

"  Appell  de  Mahem,  &c.  ideo  ne  fuit 
*'  lefle  a  bailie,  nient  plus  que  in  appell  de 
"  robbery  ou  murder  j  quod  nota,  et  que  in 
«  robry  et  murder  le  partie  n'eft  baillable." 
Bro,  Mainprife.  67. 

«  The  intendment  of  the  law  in  bails  is, 
"  quod  Jiat  indifferenter  whether  he  be  guilty 
"  or  no  J  but,  when  he  is  convi6l  by  verdidl 
"  or  confeflion,  then  he  muft  be  deemed  in 
"  law  to  be  guilty  of  the  felony,  and  therefore 

«  not  bailable  at  all"     Coke  2.  Injt,  188. 

4.  178. 

"  Bail  is  quandojlat  Indifferenter,  and  mt 
"  when  the  offence  is  open  and  manifcft." 
2.  /«/?.  189. 

«In 


JUNIUS,    kc.  zSy 

"In  this  cafe  nonjlat  tndlffcr enter  whether 
"  he  be  guilty  or  no,  being  taken  with  the 
"  Mamry  that  is,  with  the  thing  (lolen,  as  it 
"  were  in  his  hand."     Ditto.  Ditto. 

^^  If  it  appeareth  that  this  imprifonment 
"bejuft  and  lawful,  he  Jh^ll  be  remanded  to 
"the  former  goaler ;  but,  if  it  (hall  appear 
*'  to  the  court  that  he  was  imprifoned  againft 
"the  law  of  tlie  land,  they  .ought,  by  force 
"  of  this  ftatute,  to  deliver  him  ;  if  it  be 
"  doubtful^  and  under  confideration,  he  may 
"  be  bailed."     2.  Inji.  55. 

It  is  unneceflary  to  load  the  reader  with 
any  farther  quotations.  If  thefe  authorities 
are  not  deemed  fufficicnt  to  eftablifh  the  doc- 
trine maintained  in  this  paper,  it  will  be  in 
vain  to  appeal  to  the  evidence  of  law-books, 
or  to  the  opinions  of  judges.  They  are  not 
the  authorities,  by  whjch  Lord  Mansfield  will 
abide.  He  afl'umes  an  arbitrary  power  of 
doing  right ;  and,  if  he  does  wrong,  it  liss 
only  between  God  and  his  confciencc. 

Now,  my  Lord,  although  I  have  great  faith 
in  the  preceding  argument,  I  v/ill  not  fay,  that 
every  minute  part  of  it  is  abfolutely  invul- 
nerable. 1  am  too  well  acquainted  with  the 
practice  of  a  certain  court,  directed  by  your 
example,  as  it  is  governed  by  your  authority, 

to 
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to  think  there  ever  yet  was  an  argument,  how- 
ever conformable  to  law  or  reafon,  in  which 
a  cunning,  quibbling  attorney  might  not  dif- 
cover  a  flaw.     But,  taking  the  whole  of  it 
together,  I  affirm  that  it  conftitutes  a  mafs 
cf  demonftration,  than  which   nothing   more 
complete  or  fatisfatlory  can  be  offered  to  the 
human  mind.     How  an  evafive,  indirect  re- 
ply will  ftand  with  yoar  reputation,  or  how 
far  it  will  anfwer  in  point  of  defence  at  the 
bar  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  is  worth  your  con- 
fideration.      If,  after  all   that  has  been  faidj 
it  fhould  ftill  be  maintained   that  the   court 
of  King's  Bench^   in  bailing  felons,   are  ex- 
empted from  all  legal  rules  whatfoevcr,   and 
that  the  judge  has   no   xlire<ftion   to   purfue, 
but  his  private  afFedlions,  or  mere  unquefti- 
onable  will  and  pleafure,  it  will  follow  plain- 
ly, that  the  diftin<Stion  between   bailable  and 
not  bailable^  uniformly  exprefled  by  the  legifla- 
lature,  current   through  all    our    law-books, 
and   admitted  by  all  our  great  lawyers,  with- 
out exception,   is   in   one    fenfe   a   nugatorj'j, 
in   another   a   pernicious   diftinition.      It    is 
nugatory,   as  it  fuppofes  a   difference  in  the 
bailable   quality  of  offences,  v/hen,  in  effedl, 
the  diftinilion  refers  only  to  the  rank  of  the 
magiftrate.     It  is  pernicious,  as  it  implies  a 
rule   of   law,     which    yet    the  judge   is   not 
bound   to  pay  the  leaft  regard  to,  and  im- 
prefi'es  an  idea  upon  the  minds  of  the  people, 

that 
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that  the  judge  is  wifer  and  greater  than  the 
law. 

It  remains  only  to  apply  the  law,  thus 
Hated,  to  the  facSt  in  queftion.  By  an  au- 
thentic copy  of  the  ??iiitimus  it  appears  that 
John  Eyre  was  committed  for  felony,  plainly 
and  fpecially  expreffed  in  the  warrant  of  com- 
mitment. He  v/as  charged  before  Alder- 
man Halifax,  by  the  oath  of  Thomas  Field- 
ing, William  Holder,  William  Payne,  ahd 
William  Nafh,  for  felon'toujly  ft'caUng  eleven 
quires  of  writing-paper,  vakie  fix  {hillings, 
the  property  of  Thomas  Beach,  &;c.— By  the 
examinations,  upon  oath,  of  the  four  per- 
fons  mentioned  in  the  mittimus^  it  was  prov- 
ed, that  large  quantities  of  paper  had  been 
mifled,  and  that  eleven  quires  (previouily 
marked  from  a  fufpicion  that  Eyre  was  the 
thief)  were  found  upon  him.  Many  other 
quires  of  paper,  marked  in  the  fame  manner, 
v/ere  found  at  his  lodgings ;  and  after  he  had 
been  fome  time  in  Wood-flreet  Compter,  a 
key  was  found  in  his  room  there,  which  ap- 
peared to  be  a  key  to  the  clofet  at  Guildhall, 
from  whence  the  paper  was  ftolen.  When 
afked  what  he  had  to  fay  in  his  defence,  his 
only  anfwer  was,  /  hope  you  will  bail  vie.  Mr. 
Holder,  the  Clerk,  replied.  That  is  impof- 
fible,  There  never  was  an  injlance  of  it^  when 
the  Jiolen  goods  were  found  upon  the  thief.     The 

Vol.  II.  O  Lord 


IgC?  I-ETTERS       OF 

Loi'd  Mayor  was  theti  applied  to,  and  refilled 

to  bail  hirn. Of  all  thefe  circumftances  it 

was  your  duty  to  have  informed  yourfelf  mi- 
iiutdy.  The  fail  was  remarkablcj  and  the 
chief  magiftrate  of  the  city  of  London  was 
known  to  have  refuft;d  to  bail  the  offender. 
To  juftify  your  compliance  with  the  folici- 
tatlons  of  your  three  countrymen,  it  Ihould 
be  proved  that  fuch  allegations  were  offered 
to  you,  in  behalf  of  their  affociate,  as  honcft- 
ly  and  bona  fide  reduced  it  to  a  matter  of 
doubt  and  indifference   whether  tlie   prifoner 

was  innocent  or  guilty, Was   any   thing 

offered  by  the  Scotch  triumvirate  that  tended 
to  invalidate  the  poritive  charge  made  againll: 
him  by  four  credible   w^neffes    upon    oath? 

. Was  it  even  infinuated  to  you,  either  by 

himfelf  or  his  bail,  that  no  felony  was  com- 
mitted ; — or  that  he  was  not  the  felon  ; 

that  the  ftofen  goods  were  not  found  upon 
him  ; — or  that  he  was   only  the  receiver,  not 

knowing  them  to  be  ffclcn  ? Or,  in  fhort, 

did  they  attempt  to  produce  any  evidence  of 

his  infanity  ? To  all  thefe  queftions,   I  an- 

fwer  for  you,  without  the  leaft  fear  of  contra- 
diiflion,  pofitivcly  NO.  From  tiHe  moment 
he  was  arrefted,  he  never  entertained  any 
hope  of  acquittal ;  therefore  thought  of  no- 
thing but  obtaining  bail,  that  he  might  have 
time  to  fettle  his  affairs,  convey  his  fortune 
into  another  country,  and  fpend  the  remainder 

©f 
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of  his  life  in   comfort  and  aSlusnce  abroad. 
In  this  prudential  fcheme   of  future  happinefs, 
the   Lord    Chief    JaRice   of    England   mofl 
^  readily  and  heartily  concurred.     At  fight  of 

f  fo  much  virtue  in   diftrefs,  your  natural  be- 

nevolence took  the  alarm.  Such  a  man  as 
Mr.  Eyre,  (Iruggling  with  advcrfity,  muft 
always  be  an  interelHng  fcene  to  Lord  Manf- 

field. -Or  was   it   that  liberal  anxiety,  by 

which  your  whole  life  has  been  diftinguifhed, 
to  enlarge  the  liberty  of  the  fubjecl  ?  ' ' ' '  ■ 
My  Lord,  we  did  not  want  this  new  inftance 
of  the  liberality  of  your  principles.  We  al- 
ready knew  v/hat  kind  of  fubjc(5ls  they  v/ere, 
for  whofe  liberty  you  were  anxious.  At  all 
events,  the  public  are  much  indebted  to  you 
for  fixing  a  price,  at  which  felony  may  be 
tommitted  with  impunity.  You  bound  a 
felon,  notdrioufly  worth  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  in  the  fum  of  three  hundred.  With 
your  natural  turn  to  equity,  and  knowing, 
as  you  arc,  in  the  doclrine  of  precedents,  you 
undoubtedly  meant  to  fettle  the  proportion 
between  the  fortune  of  the  felon,  and  the 
fine,  by  which  he  may  compound  for  his  felo- 
ny. I'he  ratio  now  upon  record,  and  tranf- 
mitted  to  pofterity  under  the  aufpices  of 
Lord  Mansfield,  is  exaiStly  one  to  a  hundred. 
— My  Lord,  without  intending  it,  you  have 
laid  a  cruel  reftraint  upon  the  genius  of  your 
coyintxymcn.  In  the  warmefl  indulgence  pf 
O  2  their 
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their  palTions,  they  have  an  eye  to  the  expencc, 
and  if  their  other  virtues  fail  us,  we  have  a 
refource  in  their  oeconomy. 

By  taking  fo  trifling  a  fccurity  from  John 
Eyre,  you  invited  and  manifeftly  exhorted 
him  to  efcape.  Although  in  bailable  cafes, 
it  be  ufual  to  take  four  fecurities,  you  left  him 
in  the  cuftody  of  three  Scotchmen,  vi'hom 
he  might  have  eafily  fatisfied  for  conniving  at 
his  retreat.  That  he  did  not  make  ufc  of 
the  opportunity  you  induflriouHy  gave  him 
neither  juftifies  your  condu6l,  nor  can  it  be 
any  way  accounted  for,  but  by  his  cxceffive 
and  monftrous  avarice.  Any  other  man,  but 
this  bofom  friend  of  three  Scotchmen,  would 
gladly  have  facrificed  a  few  hundred  pounds, 
rather  than  fubmit  to  the  infamy  of  plead- 
ing guilty  in  open  court.  It  is  pofllble  in- 
deed that  he  might  have  flattered  himfelf^ 
and  not  unreafonably,  with  the  hopes  of  a 
pardon.  That  he  would  have  been  pardon- 
ed feems  more  than  probable,  if  I  had  not 
direfted  the  public  attention  to  the  leading 
ftep  you  took  in  favour  of  him.  In  the  pre- 
fent  gentle  reign,  we  well  know  what  uic 
has  been  made  of  the  lenity  of  the  court  and 
of  the  mercy  of  the  crown.  The  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  of  England  accepts  of  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  the  property  of  a  felon  taken 
in  the  fad,  as  a  recognizance  for  his  appear- 
ance 


JUNIUS,   kc.  2.93, 

ance.-  Your  brother  S>nythe  brow-beats  a 
jury,  and  forces  them  to  alter  their  verdict, 
by  which  they  had  found  a  Scotch  ferjeant 
guilty  of  murder ;  and  tH'ough  the  Kenne- 
dy's were  convicted  of  a  moft  deliberate  and 
atrocious  murder,  they  dill  had  a  claim  to  the 
royal  mercy. — They  were  faved  by  the  chaf- 
tity  of  their  connexions. — They  had  a  fifter  ; 
■ — yet  it  was  not  her  beauty,  but  the  pliancy 
of  her  virtue  that  recommended  her  to  the 
I  King. — The  holy  author  of  our  religion  was 
'  feen  in  the  company  of  Turners;  but  it  v/as 
his  gracious  purpofe  to  convert  them  from 
their  fins.  Another  man,  who  in  the  cere- 
monies of  our  faith  might  give  leffons  to  the 
great  enemy  of  it,  upon  difFerent  principles 
keeps  much  the  fame  company.  He  adver— 
tifes  for  patients,  collcdls  all  the  difcafes  of 
the  heart,  and  turns  a  royal  palace  into  an 
hofpital  for  incurables. — A  man  of  honour 
has  no  ticket  of  admiffion  at  St.  James's. 
They  receive  him,  like  a  virgin  at  the  Mag- 
dalen's ; Go  thou  and  do  Ukewife. 

My  charge  againft  you  is  now  made  good. 
I  Tiall  however  be  ready  to  anfwer  or  to  fub- 
mit  to  fair  objetTricns.  If,  whenever  this 
matter  fhall  be  agitated,  you  fufFeir  the  doors 
of  the  houfe  of  lords  to  be  fhut,  I  now  pro- 
tell,  that  I  fliall  confidcr  you  as  having  made 
n»  reply.  From  that  moro.ent,  in  the  opi- 
O  3  nion 
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nion  of  the  v/orld,  you  will  ftand  felf-con-r. 
vidted.  Whether  your  reply  be  quibbling 
and  evafive,  or  Hberal  and  in  point,  v/i]l  be 
matter  for  the  judgment  of  yoyr  peer*  ; — but 
if,  when  every  pofTiblQ  idea  of  difrefpedt.  to 
that  noble  houie  (in  whofc  honour  and  juf- 
tice  the  nation  implicitly  confides)  is  here 
moft  foleirnly  difclaimed,  you  fiipuld  endea- 
vour to  reprefent  this  charge,  as  a  contempt 
of  their  authority,  and  mpye  their  lordfliips 
to  cenfure  the  pubJiflier  of  this  paper,  I  then 
affirm  that  you  fupport  injuftice  by  violence, 
that  you  are  guilty  of  a  heinous  aggr?.vatio:i 
of  yoyr  ofFcncCi^  and  that,  yoii  cont;  ibute 
ycurutmoft  influence  to  promote,  on  the  par^ 
of  the  higheft  court  of  judicature,  a  pofitive 
denial  pf  juflicc  to  the  nation. 

JUNIUS, 


LETTER    LXXXIV. 


TO    TilE    RIGHT    KCN'.    I-ORD    CAMDEN. 


MY    LORD, 

IT  U  R  N  with  pleafure  from  that  bar-, 
ren  wafte,  in  which  no  falutary  plant 
takes  root,  no  verdure  quickens,  to  a  cha- 
radtqr  fertile,  as  I  wi|lii:igly  believe,  in  every 

great. 
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great  aod  good    qunlification.      I    call  upon 
you,  in   the  name  of  the  Englifh  nation,  to 
iiand  forth   in   defence   of  the   laws  of  your 
country,  and  to  exert,  in  the  caufe  of  truth 
and  juilice,  thofe   great  abilities,   with  which 
you   were   entrufled   frr  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind.    To  afcertain  the  fa6l?,  fet  faith  in  the 
preceding  paper,,  it  may  be  ncceiTary  to  call 
the  perfon8,  mentioned  in  the  j'liittiritus^  to  the 
bar  of  the  boufe  of  lords.      If  a  motion  for 
that  pitrpoife  Ihould  be  rejc(£led,  v^e  fhall  know 
vhat  to  th^ink  of  Lord  Mansfield's  innocence. 
'I'hc  legal  argument  is  rubmittcd  to  your  lord- 
{hip's  judgment.     After,  tlie  ncble  (land  you 
made  againft  Lord  Mansfield  upon  the  qucf- 
tion  of  libel,  we  did  cxpeiSt  that  you  would 
not  have  fufFered  that  matter  to  have  remained 
undetermined.'      But  it   was    faid   that  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Wilmot  had  been  prevailed  upon 
to  vouch  for  an  opinion  of   the  late  Judge 
Yates,   which  was  fiippofed  to  make  againft 
you  ;  and  we  admit  of  the  excufe.      When 
fuch  dcteflable  arts  are  employed  to  prejudge 
a  quefcion  of  right',  it  might  have  been  im- 
prudent, at  that  time,  to  have  brought  it  to 
a  decihon.     In  the  prefent  inftance  you  will 
have  no  fuch  oppofition  to  contend  with.     If 
tliere  be  a  judge,  or  a  lawyer  of  any  note  in 
Weftrainfl-er- hall, who  fhall  be. daring  cnouo;h 
too  affirm  that,  according  to-  the  true  intend- 
nieftt-of  the,  laws  of  England,  a  felon,  takea 
0*  4 :  with . 
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with  the  Afa;2rr^  in  fagranti  dc'liflo^  is  bailable  ; 
or  that  the  diicretioii  of  an  Englifli  judge  is 
merely  arbitrary,  and  not  governed   by  rules 

of  losW, 1  fhould  be  glad  to  be  acquaiuted 

with  him.  Whoever  he  be,  I  will  take  care 
that  he  ftiail  not  give  you  much  trouble. 
Your  lordfh'p's  charadler  adures  me  that  you 
will  aflume  that  principal  part,  which  belongs 
to  you,  in  fupporting  the  laws  of  England, 
againft  a  wicked  judge,  who  makes  it  the 
occupation  of  his  life,  to  mifinterpret  and 
pervert  them.  If  you  decline  this  honour- 
able office,  I  fear  it  will  be  faid  that,  for 
fome  months  paft,  you-  have  kept  too  m.uch 
company  wiih  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  When 
the  conteft  turns  upon  the  interpretation  o£ 
the  laws,  you  cannot,  without  a  formal  fur- 
render  of  all  your  reputation,  yield  the  poft  of 
honour  even  to  Lord  Chatham.  Conuderin^; 
the  rituatian.aud-2i)iJities  of  Lord  Mansfield, 
I  do  not  fcruple  to  afficm,  with  the  moli  fo- 
lemn  appeal  to  God  for  my,  fincerity,  that,  iii 
w>' judgment,  he  is  the  very  vvorft  and.  moft 
dangerous  man  in  the  kingdom.  Thus  far  L 
have  done  my  duty  in  endeavouring  to  bring; 
him  to  punifhment.  But  mine  is  an  inferior, 
minifierial  office,  in  the  temple  of  juilice. — I 
have  bound  the  victioi»  and  dragged  him  to 
the  aitar. 

JUNIUS, 

Lxxxy. 
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LXXXV. 

RESOLVES     OF     THE     SUPPORTERS    OF     THE 
BILL       OF       RIGHTS^       ON     THE      23d.      Of 

July,    177I)    at     the     lqndon     ta- 
vern. ^ 

1;  XT'  O  U   fhall    confent   to    no    fupplics, 
X     without  a  previous  redrefs  of  grievr 
ances. 

2.  You  fhall  promote  a  law,  fubje£ting 
each  candidate  to  an  oath  againft  having  ufed 
■bribery,  or  any  other  illegal  means  of  oom- 
pafTing  his  eledlion. 

3;  You  fhall  pronrote,  to  the  utmoft  of 
your  power,  a  full  and  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people  in  parliament. 

4,  You  fliall  endeavour  to  reftore  annual 
parliaments. 

5.  You  fliall  promote  a  penfion  and  plase 
bill,  ena6ling,  That  any  member  who  re- 
ceives   a   place,     penfion,    contra(ll,    lottery- 

-  ticket,   of  any   other   emolinrient   v^hatfoever 

fEom  the  crown,, or   enjoys   profit  from  aijy 

O  5.  iuch 
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fuch  place,  penfion,  &c.  fhall  not  only  va- 
cate his  feat,  but  be  abrolutcly  ineligible 
during  his  continuance  under,  fuch  undue 
influence., 

6.  You  fhall  impeach  the  minlflers  who 
advifed  the  violating  the  right  of  the  freehol- 
ders in  the  MidJlefe:f>ele6lion,  and  the.  mili- 
tary murders  in  St.  George's  Fields.. 

7.  You  ftall  make  ftri£^  enquiry  mto  the 
conduit  of  judges  touching  juries. 

8.  You  Ihall  make  {^ritl  enquiry  into  the 
application  of  the  public  money. 

9.  You  fhall  ufe  youputmoft  endeavours 
to,  have  the  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  cona- 
mons  expunged,  by  which  the.  magi ftrates  of 
the  city  of  London  were  arbitrarily  impri- 
fbned,  for  flri6tly  adhering  to  their  charter 
and  their  oaths  ;.  and  aMb  that  refolution  by, 
which  a  judicial  record  was  crazed  to  flop  the. 
courfe  of  juftice, 

10.  You  fhall  attend  to  the  grievances  of. 
S^ur  fellow- fubj efts  in  Ireland,  and  fecond  the. 
complaints  they  may  bring  to  the- throne. 

11.  You  fhall  endeavour  to  reflore  to  A* 
merica  the  cfTential  right  of  taxation,  by  re- 

prefentatives 
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fS'ci'fentatives  of  their  own  free  eleclroii ;  re- 
pcalirr^  the  acls  pafled  in  violation  of  that  • 
rijjht  fince  the  year  1763;  and  the  iiniverfal 
€'Xcife,  fo  notor-iouily  incompatible  with  every 
principle  of  Britifh  liberty,  which  has  been 
lately  iubftituted,  in  the. colonics,,  foivtlie  laws 
of  cuftoms. 
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THE  Reverend  Mr.  John  Home  having,. 
■  ivith  his  ufual  veracity  and  honeft  indiii- 
try,  circulated  a  report  that  Juniuf,.  in  a. 
letter  to  the  Supporters  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  had  v/annly  declared;  himfelf  in  fa- 
vour of  long  parliaments  and  rotten  bo- 
roughs, it  is  thought  "necefiary  to  fubmit 
to  the  public  the  following  extraiflfrom  his 

LETTER     TO      JoHN    WILKESj     ES(^     EATEI>.> 
SEPTEMFER     7,     lyTI*,     AND,   LAID.    BE- 
FORE   THE    SOCIETY    THE,  24th. 

yV  MANj:.  wha.honeftly  engages  In  a  piib^ 
A  \.  lie   caufe,    muft    prepare     himfelf    for 
events,, whkh  will  at  once  d6r.aiidhis  utrrroft 
O  5:  patience,, 

*  In  the  andujr's  own  edition-,   nearly  twelve  pages 
cf.  the  .above  letter  are.  omitted.     In  .tUia  cdixion  the. 

■"  ■    '  ffho  ^ 
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patience,  and  roufe  his  v/armeft  indignation. 
I  feel  myfelf,  at  this  mcment,  in  the  very 
fituation  I  defcribe ;  yet,  from  the  common 
enemy  I  expe6l  nothing  but  hollilities  againft 
the  people.  It  is  the  conduft  of  sur  friends 
that  furprizes  and  affli£ls  me.-  I  cannot  but 
rcfent  the  injury  done  to  the  common  caufo 
by  the  z(ihv.h]y  at  the  London  Tavern,  nor 
can  I  conceal  from  you  my  own  particular 
difappointnient.  They  had  it,  in  their  power 
to  perform  a  real,  effe6lual  fervice  to  the  na- 
tion ;  and  we  expelled  from  them  a  proof, 
not  only  of  their  zeal,  but  of  their  judgment. 
— Whereas  the  meafurc  they  have  adopted  is 
fo  ftiamefully  injudicious,  with  regard  to  its 
declared  objecl,  thr.t  in  my  opinion,  it  will,, 
and  reafoticibly  ought,  to  make  their  zeal  \'cry 
queftionabie  with  the  people  they  mean 
to  ferve,  Whqn  I  fee  a  meafure  excellent  in 
itfelf,  and  not  abfolutcly  unattainable,  either 
not  made  the  principal  objciSi:,  or  extrava- 
gantly Icaxled  with  conditions  paipr^bly  abfurd' 
or  impra£licable,  I  cannot  eafdy  fatisfy  my-. 
felf,  that  the  man,  who  propofes  it,  is  quite 
fQ  fmcere,  as  he  pretends  to  be,     Tou,  at  leafl-, 

whole  extrafl  is  given,  as  it  wss  originally  prefented  {o 
the  Supporters  of  the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  pr.fiag^s 
maiked,v<jth  inverted  cornmas  arc  thofe  in  the  authoi's 
c'iition.  The  pafTages  not  ir.nikcd,  are  the  paits  of  the- 
lettei-  now  again  reSored  to,  tbsu  proper  places. , 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Wilkes,  fhoultl  have  fliewn  more  temper 
and  prudence,  and  a  better  knowledge  of 
tnankind.  No  perfonal  refpecls  whatfoever 
fhould  have  peiiu-aded  you  to  concur  in  thefc 
refoiutions.  But  my  own  zeal,  I  perceive, 
betrays  me  ;  I  vw'ill  endeavour  to  keep  a  bet- 
ter guard  upon  my  temper,,  and  apply  to  your 
judgment  in  the  mofl:  cautious  and  meafured 
language.. 

I  objc6l-,  in  the  firit  place,  to  the  bulk, 
and  much  more  to  the  ftile  of  your  refoiu- 
tions of  the  23d  of  July;  though  fome  part 
of  the  preamble  is  as  pointed  as  I  could  wifli, 
you  talk  of  yoiufelves  with  too  much  autho- 
rity and  importance.  By  affuming  this  falfe 
pomp  and  air  of  confequence,  you  either  give 
.general  difgufty.  or,  what  is  infinitely  more 
dangerous,  youexpofe  yourfelves  to  be  laugh- 
ed at.  The  Englilli  are  a  faftidious  people, 
and  will  not  fubmit  to  be  talked  to  in  fo 
high  a  tone,  by  a  fet  of  private  gentlemen, 
of  whom  they  know  nothing,  but  that  they 
call  themfelves  Support ejs  of  the  Bill  cf  Rights, 
There  are  queftions,  which,  in  good  policy, 
you  fhould  never  provoke  the  people  in  gene- 
ral to  afk  themfelves..  At  the  fame  time,  Sir, 
I  am  far  from  meaning  to  undervalue  the 
inftitution  of  this  fociety.  On  the  contrary, 
I  think  the  plan  was  admirable  ;  that  it  has 
already  hcen  of,  fignal  fervice  to  the  public, 

and 
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a:!iJ  may  be  of  much  greater;  and  I  do  rr.olt 
czraerily  \vii°b,  that  ycu  confu'cr  of,  and  pro- 
mote, a  plan  for  forming  conftitutional  clubs 
ail  through  the  kingdom.  A  meafure  of  this 
kind  would  alarm  government  more,  and  be  of 
r^ore.  eiTential  fervice  to  the  caufe,  than  any 
thing  that  can  be  dona  relative  to  nev/  model- 
ling the  houfe  of  commons.  You  fee,  then, . 
that  my  objeclions  are  direc^ted  to  the  particu-^ 
lar  mcafure,  not  to  the  genei'al  inflitution. 

In  the  Gonfideration  of  this  meafure,   my. 
firft  obje-flion  goes  to  the  declared  purpofe  of 
the  refolutions,    in    the   terms   and   mode   in 
-which  you  have  defcribed  it,,  viz.    the  cxtenni- 
natio7i    of  corruption.       In   my    opinion,   you,. 
grafp  at  the  im^'offihle^  Tind  lafe  the  really  attaln- 
uhlc.     Without  plaguing  you  or  myfelf  with-. 
a  logical  argument  upon  a   fpcculatii^  quef-- 
tion,  I  willingly  appeal  to  your  own  candour, 
and  judgment.       Can  any  man.  in  his  fenfes 
affirm,  that,,  as  things  are  now  circumftanced 
in  this  country,  it- is  pofTible   to   extenninate- 
corruption?   Do  you  feriouily  think  it  pofii- 
ble  to  carry  through  both  houfes  fueh  a  place 
bill   as  you  dcfcribe  in  the    fifch  article  \   cr, 
fuppofmg    it   carried,,  that   it.  v/ould   not  be 
evaded  \    When   )  ou   talk   of   contradis  and 
lottery  tickets,  do  you  think,  that  any  human 
law  can  really  prevent  their  being  diftributed' 
and    accepted?    In  fhort,    Sir,    v;ould    you. 
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h-majide,  and  as  a  man  of  honour,  give  it 
for  your  expeftation  and  opinion, .  that  there 
is  a  Tingle  county  or  borough  in  the  king- 
dom, that  will  form  the  declaration  recom- 
mended to  them  in  the  refoluticns,  and  en- 
force it  upon  the  candidates?  For  myfelf,  I 
will  tell  you  freely,  not  what  I  tbhik^  but 
what  I  know,  the  reiblutions  are  cither  to- 
tally negledled  in.  the  country,  or,  if  read, 
are  lau^^^hed  at,  and  by  people  wrhomean  as- 
well  to  the  caule  as  any  of  us. 

"  With  regard  to  the  articles  taken  fe- 
"  parately,  I  own ,  I  am  concerned  to  fee, 
"  that  the  great  condition,  which  ought  to 
"  be  the  firte  qua  non  of  parliamentary  quali-- 
"■  fication  ;  which  ought  to  be  the.  bafij;,  as 
"  it  affuredly  will  te  the.  only  fupport,  of 
*'  every  barrier,  raifed  in  defence  of  the  con- 
"  ftitution;  I  mean  a  dsclarat'mi  upon  oath  t9 
'■'■  jl-)orten  the  duration  of  parliaments ;  h  rc- 
"  duced  to  the  fourth  rank  in  the  efteem  of 
*^  the  focicty,  and,  even ,  in  tliat  place,  far 
"from  being  infiflcd  on  with  firmncfs  and- 
^'-  vehemence^  ffiems  to  have  been  particular-^- 
"  ly  flighted  in  the  cxpreflion,  22iKy^^//  en- 
*■'■  deavoiir  to  rcjiore  annual,  parliaments.  Are 
"  thefe  the  terms  which  men  who  are  in. 
'^^  earncfl  make  ufc  of,  when  the  falus  rcipj^b- 
"  lica:  is  at  ftake- !  I  expeiSled  other  language 
"  frem   Mr.   Wilkes»     Befides  my  cbjeiliorv 

"^  in 
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*•  in  point  of  form,  I  difapprove  highly  of 
<*  the  meaning  -of  the   fourth   article,     as    it 

*<^ftands. Whenever  the  queflion  fhall  be 

« ferioufly  agitated,  I  will  endeavour,  (and, 
"  if  I  live,  will  ailiiredly  attempt  it)  to  con- 
"  vince  the  Engliih  nation,  by  arguments, 
"  to  my  underftanding  un;yifwerable,  that 
"they  ought  to  inhft  upon  a  triennial,  ai^d 
"  banifli  the  idea  of  an  annual  parliament." 

Jrttck  I.  The  terms  of  the  firft  article 
would  have  been  very  proper  a  century  or 
two  ago,  but  they  are  not  adapted  to  the  prc- 
fent  ftate  of  theconftitution.  The  King  does 
not  a£l  dlreBlf  either  in  inipofrng  or  redreff- 
ing  gritvanccs.  We  need  not  now  bribe  the 
crown  to  do  us  judice ;  and,  as  to  the  refufd 
of  fupplies,  we  might  punifli  ourfelves  irr- 
deed,  but  it  would  be  no  way  compulfory 
upon  the  King.  With  refpeiSt  to  his  cjv:l 
lift,  he  is  already  indepei.deirf,  or  might  be 
fo,  if  he  had  common  fenfej  or  common  re-- 
folution  ;  and  as  forrefufing  to  vote  the  army 
or  navy,  I  hope  we  fhall  never  be  mad  cnougii 
to  try  an  experimentevery  way  fo  hazardous. 
But,  in  fadt,.  the  effort,  wowld  be  infinitely 
too  great  for  the  occafion.  All  we  want  is 
an  honcft  peprcfentative,  cr,  at  leaft,  fuch  a 
one  as  will  have  fomej'efpecl  for  the  conftitu- 
ent  bodv.  Formerly  the  houfe  of  commons 
were  compelled,  to- /'^r^cw;  with  the  Sove- 
reign. 
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rciiTHr  At  prefent  they  may  prefcribe  their 
own  conditions.  So  much,  in  general,  for 
grievances :  as  to  particular  grievances,  al- 
moft  all  thofe  we  complain  of  are,  apparently, 
the  a6ls  either  of  the  lords  or  the  commons.. 
The  appointment  of  unworthy  minifters  is 
not  ftridlly  a  grievance,  (that  is,  a  legal  fub- 
je£t  of  complaint  to  the  King)  until  thofe 
niiniflers  are  arraigned  and  convi(Sl:ed  in  due 
courfe  of  law.  If,  after  that,  the  King, 
fhould  perfift  in  keeping  them  in  office,  it 
would  be  a  grievance  in  the  fl:ri61:,  legal  fenfe: 
of  the  word,-  and  would  undoubtedly  juftify 
rebellion,  according  to  the  forms,  as  well  as 
the  fpirit,  of  the  conftitution.  I  am  far 
from  condemning  the  late  addreffes  to  the 
throne  ;  they  ought  to  be  incefl'antly  repeated- 
The  people,  by  the  fingular  fituation  of  their 
affairs,  are  compelled  to  do  the  duty  of  the 
boufe  of  commons. 

Article  2,  I  obje6fc  to  the  fecond  article, 
becaufe  I  think  that  multiplying  oaths  is  only 
multiplying  perjury.— — Befides  this,  I  am 
fatisfied,  that,  with,  a  trjennial  parliament, 
(and  without  it  all  other  provifioqj  are  nu- 
gatory) Mr.  Grenville's  bill  is,  or  •  may  ba, 
made  a  fufficient  guard  againfl  any  ^[rofs  <» 
flagrant  offences  in  this  way. 

Art'icU 
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Article  3.  The  terms  of  the  third  article 
are  too  loofe  and  indefinite  to  make  a  diflincl 
ferious  impreffioH.  That  the  people  are  not 
equally  ar.d  fully  reprefented  is  unqueftion- 
able.  But  let  us  take  care  what  we  attempt. 
We  may  demolifli  the  venerable  fabric  we 
Intend  to  repair  ;  and  where  is  the  fliength 
and  virtue  to  eredl  a  better  in  its  flead  !  I 
ftould  not,  for  my  own  part,  be  fo  much 
moved  at  the  corrupt  and  odious  praclices  by 
WT.ich  inconfidcrable  men  get  into  parlia- 
ment, nor  even  at  the  want  of  a  perfect  re- 
prefentation,  (and  certainly  nothing  can  ba 
lefs  reconclleable  to  the  theory,  than  the  pre- 
fent  pra<S!:ice,  of  the  conf^itution)  if  means 
eould  be  found  to  compel  fuch  men  to  do 
their  duty  (in  efTentials  at  Icafi:)  v.'heu  they 
are  in  parliaraent.  Now,.  Sir,  "  I  am  con- 
"  vinced,  that,  if  fhortening  the  duration  of 
** parliaments  (which,  in  cfFe<5l,  is  keeping 
*'  the  reprefentative  under  the  rod  of  the 
"  conflituent)  be  not  made  the  bafis  of  our 
*'  new  parliamentary  jurifprudence,  other 
^  checks  or  improvements  fignify  nothing. 
"■On  the  contrary,,  if  this  be  made  the  foun- 
"  dation,  other  meafures  may  come  in  aid, 
*'  and,  as  auxiliaries,  be  of  confiderable  ad- 
**■  vantage.  Lord  Chatham's  projeft,  for 
"  inftancc,  of  increafing  the  number  of 
^  Knights  of  Shires,  appears  to  me  admira- 
«"ble,"  and  the  moment  we  have  obtained  a 

Uieii- 
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triennial  parliament  it  ought  to  be  tried. 
"  As  to  cutting  away  the  rotten  boroughs^ 
*'  I  am  as  much  offended  as  any  man  at  fee- 
"  ing  fo  many  of  them  under  the  direcl  in- 
"  fluence  of  the  crown,,  or  at  the  dLfpofal  of 
"  private  perfons  ;  yet  I  own,  I  have  both 
"  doubts  and  apprehenfiojis,  in  regard  to  the 
"  remedy  you  propofc.  I  jQjall  be  charged^ 
"  perhap?,  with  an  unufual  want  of  political 
"  intrepidity^  when  I  honeftly  confefs  to 
^'  you,  that  I  am  ftartled  at  the  idea  of  (o 
'^'  extenfive  an  amputation.  In  the  fir  ft " 
"  place,  I  queftion  the  power,  de  Jure,  of 
^*  the  legi/lature  to.  disfx-anchife  a  nu-mbcr  of 
"  boroughs,  upon  the  general  ground  of  im- 
"  proving  the  conftitution. — There  cannot 
"  be  a  dodrinc  more  fatal  to  the  liberty  and 
*'  property  we  are  contending  for,,  than.  tiia& 
"  which  confounds  the  idea  of  a  fiipreme  and 
*>'  an  arbitrary  legiflature.  I  need  not  point  out 
'''  to  you  the  fatal  purpofes,  to  which  it  has 
"  been,  and  may  be  applied.  If  wc  are  fin- 
*■'  cere  in  the  political  creed  wc  profefs,  there 
''  are  many  things,  which  we  ought  to  aiErm 
'^  cannot  be  done  by  King,  Lords,  and 
"  Commons.  Among  thefe  I  reckon  the 
*■'  disfranchifing  a  borough  with  a  general 
*' view  to  improvement.  I  confider  it  as 
*'  equivalent  to  robbing  the  parties  concerned 
"  of  their  freehold,  of  their  birth-right.  I 
^'  fay,   that  although  this  birth-right  may  be. 

"for.. 
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"  forfeited,  or  the  exercife '  of  it  fufpcnded 
"  in  particular  cafes,  it  cannot  be  taken  av/ay 
*'  by  a  general  law,  for  any  real  or  pretended 
"  purpofe  of  improving  the  conftitution." 
I  believe  there  is  no  pov^'er  in  this  country  to 
make  fuch  a  lavi''.  "  Suppofing  the  attempt 
"  made,  I  am  perfuaded  you  cannot  meaji, 
"  that  either  King  or  Lords  fhould  take 
*'  an  aftive  part  in  it.  A  bill,  which  only 
"  touches  the  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
*'  muft  originate  in  the  houfe  of  commons. 
*'  In  the  formation  and  mode  of  paffing  it, 
"  the  exclufive  right  of  the  commons  muft 
"  be  alTerted  as  fcrupuloufly  as  in  the  cafe  of 
"  a  money  bill.  Nozv^  Sivy  I  Jlmll  be  glad 
*'  to  know^  by  what  kind  of  reajonlng  itsa^i  be 
''^proved,  that  there  h-  a  poxver  vejicd  '>nthe 
*'  reprefentat'ive  to  deflroy  his  immediate  conjli- 
"  tuent.  From  whence  could  he  poffibly  de- 
*'  rive  it  ?  A  courtier,  I  know,  will  be  ready 
"  enough  to  maintain  the  affirmative.  The 
"  dodrine  fuits  him  exadly,  becaufe  it  gives 
*'  an  unlimited  operation  to  the  influence  of 
«  the  crov/n.  But  we,  Mr.  Wilkes,  muft  * 
"  hold  a  diifcrent  language.  It  is  no  anfwer 
**  to  me  to  fay,  that  the  bill,  when  it  pafTes 
"  the  houfe  of  commons,  >s  the  a6l  of  the 
"  majority,  and  not  of  the  reprefentatives  of 
"  the  particular  boroughs  concerned.     If  the^ 

*  Muji  is  altered  to  ought  in  the  author's  edition. 

''  majo-t 
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■^'  majority  can  disfranchife  ten  boroughs, 
"  why  not  twenty  ?  Why  not  the  whole 
"  kingdom  ?  Whey  fliould  not  they  make 
"  their  own  feats  in  parliament  for  life  ? 
"  When  the  fcptennial  a6l  pafTed,  the  legifla- 
"  ture  did  what,  apparently  and  palpably, 
*'  they  had  no  power  to  do ;  but  they  did 
"  more  than  the  people  in  general  were 
"  aware  of ;  they  disfranchifcd  the  whole 
"  kingdom  for  four  years.  For  argument's 
^'  fake,  1  will  now  fuppofe,  that  the  expedi- 
"  ency  of  the  meafure,  and  the  power  of  par- 

"  liament,    were    unqueftionable ftill   you 

"  will    find    an    infurmountable  difficulty    in 
"  the   execution.     When     all     yowr    inftru- 
''  ments   of  amputation   are  prepared — when 
"  the  unhappy  patient  lies  bound  at  your  feet 
*'  without   the   poffibility    of    refiftance,     by 
"  what  infallible  rule  will  you  dire6l  the  ope- 
*' ration?     When  you   propofe  to  cut  away 
"  the  rotten  parts,   can  you  tell  us  what  parts 
"  are  perfedtly  found  ?    Are  there  any  certain 
"  limits,  in  faft  or  theory,  to  inform  you  at 
"  what  point  you  muft  ftop — at  what  point 
^'  the  mortification  ends  ?    To  a  man,  fo  ca- 
'^  pable    of  obfervation  and  refle6lion  as  you 
"  are,  it  is  unnecefTary  to  fay  all  that  might 
"  be  faid  upon  the  fubjecl.      Befides  that  I 
"  approve  highly    of    Lord   Chatham's   idea 
"  of  '  infufmg  a  fortiori  of  new  health  into  the 
"  conjiitution^  to   enabl'e  it  to  bear  its  infir?ni~ 

"  ties^ 
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"  f/Vj,'  (a  brilliant  exprefTion,  and  full  of 
''  intrinfic  wifdom)  other  reafons  coixur  in 
"  perl'uading  me  to  adopt  it.  I  have  no  ob- 
"jedion,"  to  pa.ying  him  fuch  compliments 
as  carry  a  condition  with  them,  and  cither 
bind  him  firmly  to  the  caufe,  of  become  the 
bittereft  reproach  to  him  if  he  deferts  it. 
Of  this  laft  I  have  not  the  moft  diftant  fuf- 
picion.  There  is  another  man^  indeed,  vt'Ith 
whofs  conduct  I  am  not  fo  completely  fatis- 
fied ;  yet  even  hc^  I  think,  has  not  rcfolution 
to  do  any  thing  flagrantly  impudent  in  the 
face  of  this  country.  At  the  f\mc  time,  that 
I  think  it  good  policy  to  pay  thofe  compli- 
ments to  Lord  Chatham,  which  in  good 
truth  he  has  nobly  deferved,  I  ihould  be  gInJ 
to  mortify  thofe  contemptible  creature?,  who 
call  themfelves  noblemen,  whofe  worthlefs 
importance  depends  entirely  upon  their  influ- 
ence over  boroughs,  and  cannot  be  fafely  di- 
minifhed,  but  by  increafing  the  powers  of 
the  counties  at  large.  Among  toefe  men,  I 
cannot  but  diftinguifh  the  meaneft  of  the 
human  fpecies,  the  whole  race  of  the  Conivays. 
I  have  but  one  word  to  add  :  I  would  not 
give  reprefentatives  to  thofe  great  trading 
towns,  which  have  none  at  prefent.  If  the 
merchant  and  the  manufacturer  muff  be  really 
reprefented,  let  them  become  freeholders  by 
their  induftry,  and  let  the  reprefentation  of 
the  county  be  increafed.     You  will  find  the 


J 17 1;  I  u  s,    &c.  3 15 

interruption  of  bufmefs  in  thofe  towns,  by 
•the  triennial  riots  and  cabals  of  eledlion,  too 
dear  a  price  for  the  nugatory  privilege  of  fend^ 
ing  members  to  parliament. 

The  remaining  articles  will  not  require  a 
long  difcuflton :  of  the  4th  and  5th  articles  I 
have  fpoken  already. 

Article  6.  The  meafiires  fecommended  in 
the  fixth  are  unexceptionable.  My  only 
doubt  is,  how  can  an  a6l,  apparently  done  by 
the  houfe  of  commons,  be  fixed,  by  fufficient 
iegal  evidence,  upon  the  Duke  of  Grafton  of 
Lord  North,  of  whofe  guilt  I  am  neverthe- 
Icfs  completely  fatisfied  ?  As  for  Lord  Wey- 
mouth and  Lord  Barrington,  their  own  let- 
ters are  a  fufEcient  ground  of  impeach* 
mcnt. 

Jrtkle  7.  The  feventh  article  is  alfo  very 
proper  and  neceflary.  The  impeachment  of 
Lord  Mansfield,  upon  his  own  paper,  is  in- 
difpenfable.  Yet  fufFer  me  to  guard  you 
againft  the  feducing  idea  of  concurring  in  any 
vote,  or  encouraging  any  bill,  which  may 
pretend  to  afccrtain,  while  in  reality  it  li.nit?, 
the  conftitutional  power  of  juries.  I  would 
have  their  right  to  return  a  general  verdifl  in 
all  cafes  whatfoever,  confidered  as  a  part  of 
the    conftitution,   fundamental,     facred,     and 

no 
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no  more  queftionable  ty  the  legiilature,  than 
whetlier  the  government  of  the  country  fliall 
be  by  King,  Lords,  and  Commons.  Upon 
this  point,  an  enadling  bill  would  be  pernici- 
ous J  a  declaratory  bill,  to  fay  the  beft  of  it, 
ufelefs. 

Article  8.  I  think  the  eighth  article  would 
be  more  properly  exprefled  thus  :  Tou  frail 
grant  no  money^  unlefs  for  fervices  known  to^ 
and  approved  of  by^  Parliament,  In  general 
the  fupplies  are  appropriated,  and  cannot  ea- 
fily  be  mifapplied.  The  houfe  of  commons 
are,  indeed,  too  ready  in  granting  large  fums 
under  the  head  of  Extraordmaries  incurred  and 
not  provided  for.  But  the  accounts  lie  be- 
fore them  \ it  is  their  own  fault  if  they 

do  not  examine  thefe.  The  manner  in 
which  the  late  debt  upon  the  civil  lift  was 
pretended  to  be  incurred,  and  really  paid, 
demands  a  particular  examination.  Never  was 
there  a  more  impudent  outrage  offered  to  a 
patient  people. 

Article  g.  The  ninth  is  indifpenfable ;  but 
I  think  the  matter  of  it  fitter  for  inftruilion, 
than  the  declaration  you  have  in  view.  I  am 
very  apprehenfive  of  clogging  the  declaration, 
and  making  it  too  long. 

Article  i 


jfriules  lo  ^«i  ii.     In  this;  tenth  and  ele-  - 
venth  you  are  civil  to  Ireland  and  America  j- 
and,   if  you    mean    nothing   but  oftentationy 
it  may  pofllbly  anfwer  your  purpofe.     Your 
care  of  Ireland  is  much  to. be  cammended.  . 
But,  I  think,  in  good  policy,  you-may  as  well 
compleat  a  reformation  at  home,  before  you  ■ 
attempt  to  carry  your  improvements  to  fucli* 
a  diftince.     Clearing  the  fountain  is  the  beft? 
and  fhorteft  way  to  purify  theftream.     As  for 
taxing  the  Americans  by    their   own   repre- 
fentatives,  J   confefs  I    do   not  perfectly  un- 
derftand  you.     If  you  propofe,  that,  in  the  ar- 
ticle of  taxation*, ,  they  fliould  hereafter  be  leffi  ■ 
to  the  authority  of  their  refpe(Siive  aflemblies,  . 
I  muft  awn,  I  think, you' had  rw)  bufinefs  to 
revive  a  quell  ion  v/hich  fliould,  and  probably. . 
would,  have  lain  dormant  for  ever.     If  you- 
mean,  that  the  Americans  fliould  be  autho- 
rifed  to  fend  their  repEefentatives  to  the  Bri- - 
tifli   Parliament,    I    fliall- be    contented  "with< 
referring  you,  to  what  Mn   Burke  has   faid  . 
upon   this  fubje6lj.  and  will  not   venture  to 
add  any  thing  of  my  own,  for  fear  of  difco- 
vering  an  often  five   difregard   of.  your    opi-;^ 
nioHo       Since   the   repeal  of  the   Stamp-a<Sl,; 
I  know  of  no  a(Sls  tending  to  tax  the  Ame^ 
ricans^  except  that  which  creates  thetea  du*  -v 
ty;  and  even  that  can.  hardly  be  called  inter-- 
nal :   yet  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  as  an-im*- 
politic -a*5l,  not  as  an  oppreflivc  one.     It  pre.- - 

Vol.  IL  P  ferves- 
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ferves  the  contention  between  the  mother- 
country  and  the  colonies,  when  ever)'  thing 
worth  contenjding,  for  is,,  in  reality,  given; 
up*  When  this  a6t  is  repealed,.  I  prefume 
you.  will  turn  your  thoughts  to  the  poftage 
©f  letters  j  a  tajc  impofed  by  authority  of 
Parlianient^  and  Levied  in  the  very  heart  of 
tiie  colonies.  I  am  not .  fuiRciently.  informed 
upon  the  fubje(£l  of  that  excife^  which  youL 
fey  i$  fubftituted  in  North .  America  to  the. 
laws^  of  cuftoms,,  te  deliver  fuch  an  opinion, 
upon  it,  as  1  would  abide  by^.  Yet  I  can  ea-. 
lily  comprehend,  that,  admitting  the  neceffi-, 
t.y  of  raifing  a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of 
government  there,  any  other  revenue  laws,, 
but  thofe  of  excife,  woujd  be  nugatory  in 
fuch  a  country  as  America,  I  fay^this  with; 
great  diffidence  as  to  the  point  in  quef- 
tion,  and  with  a  pofitive  proteft  againft 
any  ccuicliifion  ftom  America  to  Greai  Bri-s 

If  thefe  obferva^ons  {hall- appear  to  de- 
ferve  the  attention  of  the  Society,  it  is  foe 
them  to  confider  what  ufe  may  be  made  ot 
them.  I  know  how  difficult,  and  ir-kfome  it 
is  to  tread  back  the.  fteps  we  have  taken  j  yet 
if  any  part  of  what  I  have  fubmitted  to  you 
carries  reafon  and  conviction  with  it,  I 
bo£e  that  a.o  falfe  ftiame  will  influence  out 

friends- 
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friends  at  the  London  Tavern.     Let .  my  opi.-^  - 
Rjons.be  fairly  examined. 


"The  man,  who  fairly  and.  completely 
•*-  anfwers  this  argument  *,  .  fhall  have  my 
"  thanks  and  my  applaufe.  My  heart  is  al- 
"  ready  with,  him.— -I  am  ready  to  be  con- 
*'■  vorted. — -I  admire  his  morality,  and  would 
**-  gladly  fubfcribe  to  thcf.  articles  of  his  feith. 
«  -^Gratefuly  as  I  am,  to  the  good  being, 
"  whofej  bounty  has  imparted,  to.  me  this 
"•  reafoning  intellect,  whatever  it-is^  I  hold 
"'  myfelf  proportionally  indebted  to.  him, 
**»  from  whofe  enlightejied:  underftanding  a- 
**  nother  ray  of  ^  knowledge  commujiicates 
*♦  to  mine.  But  neither  fhould  I  think 
«  the  moft  exalted  faculties  of  the  human 
**  mind'y^a  gift  worthy  of  the  divinity;  noir 
**  any  afliftance  m  the  improvement  of  them,,. 
"•  a  fubjeiSl  ofs  gratitude  to  my  fellovy  crea- 
**  ture,  if  I  were  not  fatisfied  that  .really  to- 
**  inform  the  underftanding  correils  and  en- 
•*  larges  the  hearts'* 

J  U  N  I  U  S. 

♦  AtLUDiNG.  to  that  part  of  the  letter  markeiii 
with,  inverted  commas. 
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